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Summary

In contemporary humanities and social sciences important
place is given to the study of national identity. In general the issue of
national identity is considered on the basis of the universal criteria
for nation’s existence, such as language, religion, historical memory,
tradition and territory; besides, it is essential to understand how the
society apprehends each of them as well as national symbols.
Naturally, the abovementioned should be understood through the
demands and aspirations of the concrete epoch, because the public
mentality has experienced various transformations throughout
centuries

On different stages of historical development due to the
challenges of the concrete epoch different was the meaning of
features of ethnic identity and their defining criteria. As is well
known, the consciousness of the Georgian nation had undergone
concrete way of development and during the first two decades of the
20" century it entered a new phase.

For understanding national identity it is necessary to represent
the past on the basis of historical representation of Christianity,
language, motherland, historical memory, and traditions. In most of
the present research works in contemporary Georgian historiography
on national identity just these characteristics are properly
emphasized. However, the comprehensive study of the problem
necessitates the complex analysis, including identification and
consideration of the role and ideology of different social layers and
social groups.

Several problems of the history of Georgia — political,
cultural, social-economic or religious, have been thoroughly studied
and numerous scientific works have been written. However, of no
less importance are the study of those issues, that will give us
opportunity to find out how the Georgian nation, social group or the
society perceived themselves as a part of the Georgian nation and
what was the system of values that defined their struggle for self-
salvation and self establishment. The analysis of self-consciousness
or national identity of the Georgian nation, i.e. revealing of social
perceptions, will give us the possibility to examine anew different
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historical phenomena and treat numerous related scientific issues
from different perspective.

During the first two decades of the 20" century Georgia faced
the new challenges. On the one hand she had to overcome the
difficulties caused by the breakdown of feudalism and establish
herself in a new social and economic environment and, on the other
hand, continue struggle for restoration of state independence in other
ways. through education, knowledge and organization instead of
armed actions, with the demands conformable to the epoch and the
interests and possibilities of the country.

Some issues studied mostly as single problems in specia
literature are presented and analyzed in its entirety in the thesis. The
research reveals Georgia's developmental way in the first two
decades of the 20" century, the transformations in the ideology of
different socia classes, how the phenomenon of national freedom
was presented and the evolution of the Georgian nation as a whole.

In Georgian historiography an important place is devoted to
the study of the question of the peasantry, as one of the socia
classes. However, less focus is made on transformations, that had
experienced their values and to what extent was their national
consciousness devel oped.

When evaluating the events of 1900-1921 and we touch on
political and social - economic issues, first of al we have to
understand the epoch itself and its impact on the society and vice
versa. Major part of such works has been written in Soviet period
and they mainly represent the statistic data on the number of farmers,
their categories, profit, land in their ownership, etc. But nowhere is
argued about who a farmer was during 1900-1921 in Georgia. In the
development of a peasant’s consciousness | have identified 4 stages:
1. Abolition of serfdom and the subsequent period; improvement of
national consciousness, economic and intellectua levels due to the
activities of the samotsianelebi. 2. Unorganized and unsystematic
struggle against the landlords for land 3. Increase of political
consciousness of a farmer due to the activities of the Socia -
Democratic Party and their involvement in the struggle against the
Empire. 4. Years of independence and the farmer's involvement in
the process of State building.
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Although the period of 1918-1921 is different and this is the
era of Georgia s independence, the question of afarmer is still urgent
and dtill important is the problems of land and personal freedom.
Therefore, all the issues mentioned above accompanied both stages.
From the above mentioned the views of farmers and their
consciousness passed the certain way of development, the orientation
of which was often determined by political and cultural €lite in the
1900-1921, mostly influenced by the challenges of the epoch.

The study of proletariat occupies an important place in
Georgian historiography. In the speciaist literature of Soviet times
the role of proletariat is exaggerated. On the one hand, it is presented
as the oppressed class, as the victim of bourgeoisie and, on the other
hand, it is the most informed among the different social classes, who
took aleading role in the course of the revolution.

In the existing research works the main focus is made on the
spread of capitalism and the struggle of working class for their rights
and improvement of their material state. This question highlights
mainly one aspect— the role of proletariat in the bourgeois and the
“socialist”" revolutions.

But there is another side of the problem and special attention is
paid to it in the thesis. The examined material showed impropriety of
studying proletariat from only one aspect: to reved its role in the
bourgeois and socialist revolutions. Proletariat is a product of a new
epoch and, what is important, he is fighting not only for realization
of socialism, but he is not experiencing the lack of national ideas. He
has ability to percept not only the motherland but he is struggling for
her preservation.

It isimpossible to study the national problem perfectly without
analyzing the mentality of different social classes or socia groups.
Among them, important is to determine and evaluate the role of an
army and a soldier. The study of the issues of military history is
given an important place in Georgian historiography. Many
interesting studies have been dedicated to the very problem, where
the main focus is made on the martial arts, necessity of organization
and dislocation of the army, the nature of the wars against other
countries, etc. However, besides that, of equal importance is the
understanding of the national consciousness of soldiers. The research
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shows the role of soldiers in the process of the Georgian National
state building in 1900-1921, and the development his conscience
experienced since the beginning of the 20™ century until the
restoration of Georgia's state independence.

The thesis focuses on assessment of the role of one of the
socia classes - the clergy. It is a known fact that the Georgian clergy
acted as unifier of the Georgian people, while Christianity and
Georgianness were integral concepts for all Georgians. This fact is
especially underlined in the scientific literature and not only in it.

Thisis often connected with the review of the church history,
as well as with the formation process of the Georgian nation and
usually in this context it is unavoidable to speak about the factors of
Chrigtianity and the Georgian Orthodox Church. The close ties
between the church and the parish existed for centuries in Georgia;
however, these relations entered a new phase of development after
the Russian invasion of Georgia. The Church devoid of autocephaly
was paralyzed. The Imperia Court of Russia well redized the
importance of spiritual unity between the parish and the clergy.
Therefore, he set a goal to separate and confront them with each
pother. Despite the clergy's attempts to preserve their own rights and
ties with the public, this problem emerged acutely in times of
Russian Exarches after the measures of Russian Imperia Court
in1900-1917.

Although there are multiple literature regarding the problem,
especially in the last period, but there is no information given about
how the clergy comprehended itself in 1900-1921 and what defined
the society’s ambiguous and changing attitude towards them. This
issueis addressed in the thesis.

Feudal nobility is the typical socia class for Georgia which
had been a privileged and a wealthy class during centuries. Their
rights were so important that they enjoyed not only great honors at
the Roya Court, but often the king's decision of political or military
issues depended on their position. Actually the nobility was the
principle constituent for the existence of the monarchical state. After
abolishing the statehood in Georgia, the nobility became one of the
classes most of all deprived of any rights. He had lost not only his
estates, privilege and influence, but it turned completely unnecessary
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in the 19" century Georgia This was caused by Russia's invasion of
Georgia and, secondly, by the social and economic transformations
since the second half of the 19™ century, in particular the abolition of
serfdom. It should be noted that in 1900-1921 nobility was no longer
a privileged class. Restriction of their rights that began after the
abalition of serfdom proceeded slowly throughout the second half of
the 19" century and in the beginning of the 20" century it moved to a
new stage. The establishment of capitalist system in Georgia which
resulted in formation of new social classes of proletariat and
bourgeoisie, contributed to the development of the mentioned
processes unfavorable for the nobility. During the period under
review the nobility no longer had the significance it had in the
second half of the 19" century. A new economic regime led to the
certain transformations and social layers of feudalism appeared
completely unacceptable for the modern era.

As with all examined socia classes, bourgeoisie has aso
passed certain stages of consciousness development. Bourgeoisie as
a product of a new capitalist era, aimed to eliminate the remnants of
serfdom. Their main goal was to expand trade - economic ties,
conquer new markets and possess mighty commercia objects. The
World War | provided an opportunity for the bourgeoisie for the
implementation of this plan. For Georgia bourgeoisie was not
acceptable because most of its representatives were not Georgians.
However, it was the fact that the Georgian national bourgeoisie was
not formed. The situation in medieval Georgia, gave no possibilities
for reinforcement of merchants. The Georgians constantly engaged
in war were unable to be engaged in merchants and, for their part, it
was not profitable for the Feudals; therefore, in Georgia trade had
always been the priority of not Georgians. In Georgia we see a
similar situation in the beginning of the 20" century. The bourgeoisie
consisted mainly of non-Georgians, only minority of them was
Georgians. This fact, of course, could have negative impact on the
Country’s life. This situation much more increased the existing
negative attitude towards bourgeoisie; the more so, because it was
considered the main base for autocracy.

In 1900-1921 in Georgia, intelligentsia, or the educated
segment of society played an important role in creation of public
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consciousness. In modern theoretical literature the term: cultural and
political elite is used. In the thesis both terms are used as synonyms,
because of the semantic connection between them. In reference to the
paragraph, the heading “intelligentsia’, is left unchanged since in the
first two decades of the 20" century in Georgia the term intelligentsia
was widely spread. The more so because in the given period pupils
and students were perceived as an integral part of intelligentsia.
Therefore a separate paragraph is dedicated to their activities.

Generally, when speaking about the Georgian intelligentsia of
the first two decades of the 20th century, first of al, we should
consider that we must not perceive as the constituent of this socia
group only the cultural and political elites, who were really aleading
force and often determined the orientation of the nation’s life. The
intelligentsia of that period can be divided into two groups. 1.
Cultural and political elites, comprising representatives of various
political parties and public figures: scientists, writers, poets, actors
etc. 2. Urban and rura intelligentsia: teachers, doctors, students,
pupils. All of them tried to establish communication with the public
in their own way.

The task of intelligentsia considered increasing national
consciousness and protecting national interests. The problems caused
by anti-Georgian policy of Russian autocracy, which was reflected in
amost al spheres of national life, should naturally cause
transformation of mentality and lifestyle of the nation. The duty of
intelligentsia, which was not unreasonably considered as the society's
most educated and conscious part, was to protect the interests of the
nation.
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