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60dbogbgb. Logrm3390L bdoMsw msgolo gobs ©s Lomodo
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Fdobps aom@aol bo@go, Lgdwolsl {dobos gom@yols bs@o
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Los, §39@0lL (Lgdwobsl) §3. pom@gol bosgo, Jqdgbol §d. go-
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35b@®olL {dobos aom@aol bs@o bmgol mbowsb 2385
d98mbg dpgdosdgmdl. gl gOm-gomo 3o@ggeo JdoliEosbyao
Lbognmogos bggol Gg@o@dm@osby. ogo Fo®ddmowygbls Jgs-3o0-
@om  bopagd  doboy®  g9ogel heogmgmol dbGowsb  ©s
dgbo@mgdls dpobodyg mgmyols dodbgbs Lobsdo@mmbyg. @y
9L 30bg-Lodgmggem s@sbfmmo bobggzo®@f@oyamo gm@dols
ymgzoas, dobo bsdmgdo Jawols gm@dgdl  dogyggds ©s
090l 2oadygdgol. goeby®gs @ dg@bgbos. (30bg Jodol-
aob Fopa®dgemgdgemo ygmgoms. 3obols Lsdbdgmo, hdwoamg-
00 ©5 SInbsgEgno 39EEgdo EOEO E@EEJSNMNS ©S  Jo-
Gom gmgoms boggdo. Lodb@gmols ggoegdo gawgl sglgols;
gool (g90bs ©s ggoaol dodl dys bgdgaos goygsbo-
o0, Omdgeoi bofommddog hodmby®gymos, Lodb®gmowasb
Jol gg@do obiggg dglfm@gdygmos Jgo-go®om sdmygsbo-
@0 EEon s SOdmbsgmgmols ggo@ol godog@gdsl [o@-
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hdoermgmom dgds@gmols ,a0a050L Lomodo®™, Lodb@gmols
Q9Oeb  go LbsmAggzo @go* glmwgds. boggomds @sgomols
30bgls s msdo@ol (30bgl gowsdyy@mgdl. gl yggarsbyg gof§-
AOM  5EQ00s sMosmol bgmdsdo s bos@oi dbgmse do-
Lobgagaos.!  @o@oomols bgmds@o  seds@mngmo  dsb@@ols
30bg (gm330) Logrm@sgo® 0dbs gowsggmgdygao Lobga§m-
600 dob@@dols {dobos gogodyo. dmbggggddo wgdoyg ©o-
390 O{dgbom, dobB®ol {3. pom@yo oo xo®ol dgs®-
390 ©> 3o godsdxggdol JgedmTg,? sy@gmgg Iy bog-
Ams 353MMbo 0ygem.

5@Bob (30bol 3md3egJldo Igoomes {dobos aom@gols
Lbognmzago. s@dol (boggao gggmgbols Lombols mgdol bss-
Ogdogaml) 3oby dgdsdgmdls Lomgmols hopomm-pslogeng-
000, dobs®g mgdaol dodibgbs bodo@by, 3gs@mby. (30by
039090 oy XVI-XVII Loy i9bggddo. dmbggggdo I@@ol dg-
dobggolols 53 (30bgl 58 gdbgb mogl. gobyd@o dsp@s@o-
®boli LoByggom gogmoysb dgggoemo gb 30bg oo LEH®SE Y-
2090 dbodgbganmdbolis oym s mgdaols s Lbml bgm-
390l 53mbRMmegds. 5@ ol 30bgl bggol obgbsi 9fm-
©090bgb. s@Mog30lL Log@olbmogml goyddgdol dgdwogy >®Dols
3obglb g3y bodgge  byaobyggmgds  ©oga@es.  ©0Ro
db0dgbgenmds 3Jmbs s@Tols 30bgls @ggms megeslibdgdols-
2ob  mogesbsiego. dmmamgdggdl (Gobg s@sbEOML ©sy3-
4@o0om. 30bg XIX Loygybol @olofgoldo xg@d 3owgg dmJdg-
Q0 0Y40.

1 3965 doMEoggaradg, bggol gmbmadsgogmo gdldgmoiools dolo-

g0, bganbofg@o (1966), 0g. xogobodgogols mdoamolols Lsbgen-
dFoxm 9boggdlodgdol o0g. xogobodgoamols olGm@ools ©s gm-
bognmgool 0bbBoGYBL s@Jogo, g. doMwsggarodol gmbwo, 231.
2 3o g@M0ob ommbodgoao, dmbggggool ymas-gbmgdgds (bEggnsb-

Fdobs: olm@ool, gmbmamyool, @gmmogool dgbFogmols ©o
30M3ogobols badgih. 396@G@0, 2015), 211

255
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daeo. 30bgdo  goygobogno ogm ag0®sdo s [ysenliswgbo,
®0deol Lodgomgdoms Tymomn Imdo@opgds bpgdmos.!

>®dol (30bgdo 0bsbgdmws @zobols ganodg, GMIgeoi
2o0dm39dol Mmobsbdse Jo®mggmms @sdJ@ols Jog@d gobyxols
osmgools dgdwgy s@dger my@ds dobogols Fodmymos — ,a06-
xol domBymogbs jawodgbo, hggbl s@Tol dmygbgdom™. o@-
‘dol 30bgl dobOmdgams yowdmigdomn @Zobol jos®o 3Jmb-
©5. 35M0 60-006 Tangddo hodmpwgdagmo ogm ©s 0Jgg gaom.
9L 0gm Igbol godo, Gmdgebsi by oGm0 3Jmbos g@-
039G5© 30652

3oboli Ladb®gm-sbogergm dmbsgggmdo IX-X boyga-
69900l ggegloss, @mIganlsi hwoemmgmoesb dmgen  Log-
®dgbg gg0obgamo d065dgbo gag0m@s (obydgyeos). dgbm-
b5 bopgdos marogro Jggdom, GmImgdoi Bolowol dbMowsb
93909bs@ss  sdydoggdygeo. g3 glos sbosbgdoyaos, ho-
dmby@gyaos Laby®ogo o Jgoagdols bgos bofogno. dg-
bobgagao hdommgmols Ib@owsbss. ggemgbos goglooms
> omdmbsgamgmom  Lfm@do  ggomomss sl gdyeo.
LYo@ggmbs Logg@mbgggeo ©@o®dobolopsb @ os@ol godm-
4oxoo. osMosbols dysdo dgdm@hgbogros Jgodsgol mm-
b{obbops Jgolggdo L3 3. Lodswanols, Gmdganoi Jgnbggd-
JmdOgo@gdyen  dob@oen  Jgobge  wowadyeo.  Jgoligg@o
oMy gdymos  bagnoligd®o  Joognsbgdom  ©odydoggdyao
do@ogno 330G gmom. Jgobggdo w©oyg0My30b9d o gymagoms
J3ob xg@om (ogodygeos). gobols Gg@Hodmmosby dgdme-

L o, goa0, 3. gobadg, o. Msdodgoao, LoJs@mggenml oliGm@oobs

> 9@ aaol dgammms os@fgdommds (mdogolio: 39360 gds,
2004), 438.

? Ibid, doMES39en0dy.
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hgboanos LobmgMgdgao ©s Lodgy®bgm boggomdgdols bob-
6M339%0."

3obol BAg®o@dm@osby sygdgeo {dobps aomdyols bo-
Ao mob{obbops doboy®d boggdmdsl Fo@dmowygbl, @mIg-
o oo bmdols godsemo Jggdom, dd@sao Tymbomss bo-
dgbo. Jmogo®o  golowo hewommgmomss. ggogedo oo
mobggobs mobhss ©o@sbgdygmo. bogo gowsbydymos god-
@om. J390T0 hodog@gdamo 0gm M@0 35GoMs ©OMTs mgm-
@0 Lofodgdom. 60-006 Fergdbdo bopgomdols ao®dgdm dgdmg-
gdamo 3Jmbos Loddopoe mgm@o dogols bgggmo.  bogg-
dmdols Lodb@gm-s@dmbsgen gmom, jaweol do®sl {dobps go-
m@gol Lobodygs, Gmdgeoi boggan os@ODols gomadyy@gdl.
geols bado®o 5dmIgbgdyemo s aodog@gdagmo ogm. Lobo-
0g [o®dmoygbl Jggdol m@ g@mgsl, Gmdwgdbyi @gobols
xmbos  go0goygmo, xmbbg 3o oo, aodbsdymo bo@os
hodmgowgdagao. Fdobps gom@gols bodol mogo  dgdzyero
0gm xobgol @Jgdom. Doy b0ddo [dobps pomdyol xgs®o
9bggbs. xgo®o bols oym, ggdEbemoon dgdmbogro (54 X 42
1d.). xg@ol mogls s Aumby godmbobyao oym Ibgos@o,
Amdgaobsi bgedo xgo®o gdodsgl, dobo 3bgbol Jggd 3o
Vodagnemo 353030300, xg®ol Fgo@obols m@ I@ygomm @m-
by Po 3g0meembsbo dbgosdo 0gm godmbsbymo.?

60-006 Fangddo hofg@ogo dsbosgnols dJobgogom se@y,
2obogbyanby, dsoldo gom@amdols s@Tol obgdo swom-
696, dmenm bobgddo jo IJamizego of gg® swol wo [dobps
200®a0l bodo dggen 5@ToTo  oEagl. Logmsggdl obols
{dobs gom@aodo ©sgmegebgb s dgdegy [dobps yome-
20l 60Pmsb hodmomwbgb.?

" Ibid, ds, 438.

% 1bid, 1do,438; Lgdao dsgomsmoas, bggo (Bgogobo, Lobganasdo,
1934), 219; lbid, domsggerady.

* Ibid, oM ©539en0dy.
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030 Fo®dmoygbl godsao Jgobopob ddGsmsw bopgd bodl,
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ogloxsbodgoao, amadsndg, Lymosydo). {dobops aom@gols
Lognmzogl yobgodo @oeyg 3Jmbos ©s Lamodgdo 3o 3g. Lo-
bo@m dof gl Jmdoggmdom 539 doggdwbgb. gob 539 doggd-
©s, bodbgmml obpows s dmganr bmggel ¥dslidobdawgdm-
.2

o®dols (dobps gom@gols Lobganbg bo@ols yobgdo dg-
Jodgmo oym Lmg. ommmndos. 0dol aodm, Gmd bos@o, @G®I-
ol bobgabgi yobgdo ogm dgfodgeo, bmeg. s@Tol ggym-
3bmEs, 5O Togmgdbo MM gdl boGol yobgboom Lo®ygdeom-
0l 20dm obeggobgdwbgb gosbl — 3mdabyg 9Om bo@gobls
s M@ myby sMoyl. s@Tol [dobps aom@aol bos@do (s@-
‘dols 30bgdo) 8 3mdals gbs JogBsbs 16 mybao s@sgo ©s
d0943560m 8 65/ 3560. ©9356mbMbEbYb sOTogagdo (dobogm-
bo s amadsb0). mogol bsgansgl s@dogangdo o gensgwbgb,
gl oo 5@ ggoggdmwsm. Loggms® Logmogh dbmame ol
oM doggeno o esges, MMAgabsn dgmddygmo 3Jmbos. dgb-

! 1bid, oM ©539en0dy.
2 1bid, doMEog9e0dy.
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39Voo  gansgos 9b0dbm, Jm@os mgo® ds@gobl. bo@do
0lbobo  sdols mgg0m goomEbyb.!

oM dgangdo  Logrmzegdo aom@gmdsl, osbog{ganls s
S>0EaMdsls sbodbogobyb.

ool §dobws gom@gol 3bgo®l o6 bdml LFomsggb
©s d85Mggemdsl dglobmggb. Lomglob{oygmmm Lsgmsgols
Logoao 5@ dgergdo mxobgdo, ggoMgdom gMm0sbogdosb
> bogmml  gHmmdenogsm  obosh.  ©sgeygmo  Ls@gmm
Logenogol bom@al @od®osh ©s dJm@osbow, ao®s magols,
Lobaodo dosdgm dmbobo®ow.

bool o J30d9dTo bo®Toggb, @obaodbg oFymdgb
> byg@sbmsb 3535353900 hodmo@o®gdgb, olggg Omama3
Loldgenls, Abydyd g9@dgol go  Jogrgdo. Loswmglslfsgemme
dmoygobgb  dgdbg IEbmds@l, odargggb Jmbo@Tygar  dgkols
dgoenls, Mmdgeoloi ogo Lobsmagbyg gobgoogh s m@omwy
boodgom Lodyggol odyggol. Lyn@sbomsb 300s3dwg Logly Lol-
dobgol dmbsgargmdomn Ugsdgh ©s dmoabgbgb. gdmsgmglo
5200 byR@sbmsb ygodol gu@mbl ¢ggogos. ol gbyizy-
oo o byg@ols 936900l aoblsggm@gdygemo 3s@ogolizgdom
Lo®pgoamdls.

LoEga®@dgaml x 960 a3560L gbyggbo Fo®ddnboJgedls
> d9dgy obogasbOgdl ooy m3ogl. YY3oMm (39330
> bodmg®s, Lodwgmgdosb dmbyy® ©ogdsls slGyegbdgb,
G0Igmo 9RO® JgHoe PROML MsmdsTos Mm@ 0.2

Jo. mgdaol Jodibgbs bo3odby dgdodgmdl  Lma.
g56Tg@o, bggol gOm-gOmo dggmmo  sbobagds. Lmgeols
hdoemgmomn  dgdm@hgboanos dggemo bobsbao®o, @mIgen-
Lo dggee gobdgdlb gfmegdgh @ of Lobogmm ©Egmdgdl
domoggh. gobdgHl  Ibodgbganmgsbo  @meno  g30LG oM@
0g@yol  bgmdols Jodibgbs Lobsdo®ml ©ogsdo. gobdg@H-

1 pid, 0mmbodgogno, 193.

2 bmgom d0fsdg, dgmogog®o mglolbfeygmgdo bggdo, bgebsfg-
@0, Lopmddmem wobyd@saos (mdogrobo, 2015), 83-84 .
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@950 s boJmbaol Lowymdo do3ol bodmgdo. godmg-
dJoo o 3bmgOmdebgb (dobps Lodgdols 53dgbgdgeno  goas-
AmMbgoo, @mIaagdoi  oJgosb  goygsboano ,Lobs@ds@boan g
abom gboegdmebgb Jgol ggeglools osbodgbgdemse. 1sbdg-
Aol dggeo @sbobgngds hmbosdgomgdols s Lodgobsdgoeng-
0l bopgodggemm  3mdggdol  odygemog ogm  5d9bgdyao.
Lo go@ggerm 3mdgo dJmbpsm Lmggen@o 33bmgdgd Lodsy-
GRTYINER

3o69gBol  hOwogmgmom, yobdgaol gbobg, dggue
gergdo aodmgyggmomos g §. L,megomen  Jobgdo®, Lowss
dgmegdols Logobol dg®gd0 0bsdmn®gdebgb. 3sbdg@ols dgdm-
23>®™96do, hbg@ol dJmobg, Bobdg@dol s gbmdgaro Lemgmg-
3ol Jolbobmgmdol Labobo®o ogm.?

356dgHol dmbobagmdsl hembosdgzomgdo, Lsddsbsdgo-
@gdo s bodoy@dgdo [o@dmopygbebgb. Lmgeols Logrem(ss-
3900 0ge gogmol §dobps gomdao s yggasfdobwols bo@o.

3ogmols  §dobps  gomégols  Loddobsdgogmgdo  gemy-
@ dEbgb. Lodjobsdgoangdo do@o  (omdomsdsbodggdo gm-
Qoansh s gogmolbggdo (dobws gom@aol bos@l @miy-
@edbgb. Lsdobsdgomgdol [obsdo®o, asd@Mogen (3o Jo-
@odobodg  ymgoms. as0@oganls  dds  dgmenos  s3o0dYmae3o,
d0sbmbdols @AOML od@oas ©s Jmdggos@s. dmgogao Jm-
bygans  oslbogm@se, 3 ol bsggabmgdo dmnbggo®os
dogogogaol Logogh s Lobgbg dgdy@os. gos3s3goo0
5GH0Mgdysh,  Jmgogmds  pom@yo  dog@sm.  aod®ogeno
Jog®omo  gmgos,  SInPwos  ©oddohs,  ayg@@RYsdls
dogomobsngol ©s dmyggesgl. sdol Jgdwgy 2o3mJigaes
Lombdo m@oms s dgoggdbom. gdgbo byeno yodmliyganshb.
dgdonbgggomn absdo o0gsbg bJodgnel Igbggo@osh. 0gobgls
odmygz0mbogl gob ogm o Loowsb dmpoms. asd@ogeols

U lbid, Ldo, 478.
2 Ibid, 478.
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533530 @3 Jgodym, sbdoMgdsl sdoMgdos, Vgdamd o
©5dMYgM oY@ sbh.

sdagodoE, gogmol (3obws gomdao bsddsbsdgomgdols
bo@os, gogmolbggoesb aoedm@sbogro. gogmol {dobos go-
G20l ©g30bmbo bsddsbsdgoemos. odmigdom, Gmwgbss
3o0M0geo  3ogmolbggoesb dmwomes, bdoswo asdmyibgos
s doy (30bps omdaol ggdbaol xgo®o dmygmsglgdos.
bdoso 9hggbgdos bagnbolosmgol — 5dol dg@o s@oxg®o s@
dogdglm.

3ogmols §dobps gomégols bsgol dofgdo 3jmbws, @m-
dgenloz  Mog®ogmdom 539 doggdebgb.  dmmoygl  dbsmygls
9dobebgb. 3063 dofsl dmbbogws, sboa{ganls Lodmgmeml go-
©s0bpows.!

35800b  (dobps gom@go bogmowsbh Lsdb®gm-oslog-
9000, Jnsbgs oy gdyeo. ogo bsdgbgdos goJwmoms s Go-
gobs  Jgom, IdGoeo Fymdom. boygdbmdol dJmogo®o gslswo
hO@ogmgmoEsbss. 3gegedo 3o@doMs mobhos. g@mo  mobhs
Lodb®go-s@dmbogam gmomss. @sbsgmgmols 3ggerdo howadsy-
@0 dOygom@Igaosbo mmbgymbs Jgs, Gmdgendoi hodoy-
Ogdgaos  Jgob xgo@o. Lognmzagol hOwomm-pslisgangmom
Loggdmliems.?

156dgBdo  3ogmmdols gomdobmdols gmag jgo@ols be-
@l 5©b60365500696.3

bogaols dzbmg®gdbo  Logrm@sgdo [obs gl Lob-
0@ ol 5b;mgdgh o @mEgEmdgh. dgmeg gl wosbsbao-
Lgol g@dm-gggemosbo Jows doodgm s Lognmzogmsb &@osb.
Jowoll wod@oll @AM Lsldgenl Ugsdgh. Lognmzogdo Lodo
Lbobmgemo, gOHmo dmmao s@oyo ob @gobm syEomgdms©
9bs dooBsbmb. 0y JgmJdyemo ofgm, mgbslfoymbyg Low-
30m bogensgl 3ansggh. ©g356mbo 30093 Y30L ©sggemols {ob

1 bid, doGoggedy.
2 |bid, ULds, 479.
3 1bid, 0mmbodgogno, 196.
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goomds [o8msd3g3l, mxobol §g30goL (d9dFocmggergdl) ©o-
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30090930l mogl 0dgg Lognmiegdo Gmggdgb. Lowgmnm
Logenogols bm@il Logobygdme dbmgmo dobmgol godemym-
Qoo J356do bo®doggh o Lowglbslfsyamm  byg@sbosb
@oba®gdom  hodmo@Go®gdgh. be®@Eo  dbogme  obo®Tgds,
dobipob Lbgs 39Mdo o@ Iboswgdmws. bLyg@sbmsb Lobmgenls
©g356mbol ob 23000l u@mlols Fob sbmgdgb. woslsbano-
Lgoo Lbgoswslbbgoggo® 390dgdl  s3bowgdgb. Lognmagdo Jo-
5> dmogo®o  bodibgodo, Lyg@slomsb 3o badodyobs —
Ibeomgsbo dmodgm, GmIgamoi gzges bmggedo Lbgswsb-
bgsbso@o dbopgds. Lopwglbolfoygmmm byg@ol I@sgsw-
09MmM3zbgds mxsbol, ago®ol dgbadagdemdsbgs @odmowy-
dgo. bodgogme  dgoemolidoml ©sdlbps®o gsbdg@agdo
Losdmdpy 0mbgbgb, dwg@osh ©s (39455896

090l dodibgbs bsdo®by Jpgdo®gmdls bLmggmo go-
bmdo. Loolm@om (yodmgddo bomggmo XIV  boyggygboosb
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TRADITIONAL CULTURE OF THE EAST GEORGIAN
HIGHLAND (SHRINES OF GUDAMAKARI,
KHEVI, TUSHETI)

ABSTRACT

The Javakhishvili Institute of History and Ethnology since the
1930es was permanently arranging the scientific expeditions in
different regions of Georgia and the North Caucasus. In the result of
these expeditions precious textual and graphical historical and
ethnographic materials were accumulated in the institute. Because of
its variety and antiquity these archive materials have unique
importance for the study and preserving of Georgian and the Caucasus
cultural heritage. One part of the textual archive materials of the
institute (Alexsi Ochiauri, Natela Baliauri, etc.) fortunately is
published and is available for the readers. There are numerous
researches about the different spheres of the East Georgia highlanders’
traditional culture. The contribution of Georgian ethnologists and
foreign anthropologists in the investigation of the East Georgia
highlanders’ religious and social life, mythology and social aspects of
the religion are worth of the special mention. The significant scientific
works were dedicated to folk medicine, musical culture, economy,
social and material culture. Scientific-popular works that are based on
unique ethnographic materials about the different spheres of the East
Georgia highlanders’ life are also written.

Though the serious activity was carried out at the institute, still
because of different kinds of reasons we had not got neither complete
description of the archive materials preserved in the institute, nor the
entire catalog. That is why the part of the unique historical and
ethnographic archive material preserved in the institute was
inaccessible for wide circles of society who are interested in the
cultural heritage of Georgia and the Caucasus until now. The
significant amount of these preserved historic-ethnographic archive
materials are a great number of graphic materials (plan drawings,
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sketches, etc.). This graphic material mainly consists of the
monuments of the cultural heritage of Georgia and the Caucasus.
These are: shrines and fortification buildings, houses, ancillary
facilities, mean of transportation, items connected with every-day life.
The graphic archive materials we possess are unique as they are made
in the 30es-80es of the twentieth century. They are made by well-
known architects and painters (Ucha Japaridze, Nino Brailashvili,
Giorgi Zamtaradze, Marta/Matiko Kakabadze, Tengiz Alaverdashvili,
Nana Teneishvili, Giorgi davitashvil-Bagrationi....).

The given book is based on aforementioned archive materials,
old and new ethnographic data and modern scientific achievements.

Within the frames of the given project we have chosen three
regions connected with the East Georgia highland (Gudamakari,
Khevi and Tusheti). The chosen materials are worked out and studied
in two directions: 1. the graphic archive materials are processed,
transferred to digital media, cataloged and computerized. 2. The
graphic materials, preserved at the archive of the institute giving us
the valuable information, have been worked out with the help of the
suitable ethnographic materials and scientific literature that gave us
possibility to reveal the entire picture, function and essence of the
shrines of the aforementioned regions and rituals connected with
them. It also gave us possibility to study ethnic peculiarities of the
religious outlook of Georgians and in particular, the East Georgia
highlanders.

Description and cataloging (gathering information about each
plan drawing according to numerous parameters), transferring of the
graphic materials to digital media, cataloging and computerization
(formation of data base) was carried out.

As it was mentioned, this book is written on the basis of
scientifically studied, reconstructed and worked out unknown for wide
circles of society graphic materials preserved at the archive of the
Javakhishvili Institute of History and Ethnology in the light of modern
scientific achievements, on the basis of old and new ethnographic
data. In the process of writing the book today’s burning scientific
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issues concerning the East Georgia highland were studied in the light
of the given archive materials. We, authors of the book contributed
with different chapters, but tried to give an entire picture of the
religious believes and rituals connected with the shrines of the
aforementioned regions.

Gudamakari, one of the mountain regions of eastern Georgia, in
comparison with other regions of Georgia, ethnologically is less
studied. In the given book we tried to gather all possible ethnographic
materials collected during the field and all researched materials we
possess concerning the issue. It must be mentioned that the field
materials collected by Eliso Chubinishvili and Nino Ghambashidze in
1989 are for the first time published that, in our opinion, will be
helpful and promote further study of the region.

The festival of the main shrine of Gudamakari, Pirimze Pudzis
Angelozi, is in August 28, when the Orthodox Church celebrates
Dormition of the Mother of God. Field works conducted in 1989
recorded the same date of the holiday. But Sergi Makalatia, who
witnessed this festival no later than 1930, writes that the festival was
held in August 30-31.

It must be mentioned that the full name of the festival is Pirimze
Pudzis Angelozi — Akhooba. The name of the holiday, its cycle and
the ritual attached to this cycle obviously show the migration story of
the people who venerates this shrine. The families of the Tsiklauries
and the Bekauries who lived in Khevsureti village of Ukanakho took a
part of their shrine Pudzis Angelozi and brought it in village Chokhi
when they migrated in Gudamakari. After these families settled, in the
meantime one part of the local Gudamakarian families left
Gudamakari and moved to the plain regions of the country. One part
of the local families joined the Tsiklauries and the Bekauries. In our
opinion it might be the reason why Pirimze Pudzis Angelozi became
the main shrine of Gudamakari. As we know, before the main shrine
was St. George of Saburtveli. The ritual of the Pirimze Pudzis
Angelozi festival had preserved the history of its origin and migration
story of its congregation. Once in every year, at a certain date this
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story is performed in a ritual. Congregation passes the same way
which was passed by their ancestors, but now they go back to the
village of their previous settlement, from Gudamakari to Khevsureti.
But this “pass” has deeply ritual character. In this ritual, like in a
myth, history of the society, history of its establishment is preserved
and reactivated. This real geographical rout through ritual journey is
filled with mythical, sacred geography.

In people’s imagination Pirimze is a deity of a feminine nature
and Pudzis Angelozi of masculine. As if the masculine nature of this
deity, which it has in Khevsureti (Pudzis Angelozi), transformed in
Gudamakari into feminine one (Pirimze Pudzis Angelozi). The date of
the festival is also connected with the Holy Virgin. People imagined
Pirimze Pudzis Angelozi as a bull as well.

On the basis of the ethnographic material we possess, it is
peculiar that animals, which are chosen for sacrifice, offer themselves
by their own will for slaughtering. According to the mentioned
materials both sheep and bull should be offered to Pirimze Pudzis
Angelozi. Such a custom is met at the shrines of other regions as well,
but here it is more emphasized.

Pirimze is one of the main personages of the well-known
mythological story which is preserved in the highland of East Georgia;
mainly a story of deities” struggle against evil creatures Devis. In this
case Pirimze is a strong warrior of masculine nature. This story was
still preserved in 1989 but obviously was mixed with lakhsari and
Abudelauri lake passage, the mythological story about deities
struggle against Devis.

On the basis of the materials we possess Pirimze Pudzis
Angelozi seems to be deity of quite syncretic character. There are
unified so many layers of religious mentality of different periods that
it is quite difficult to separate them from one another. From the one
side, as Vera Bardavelidze mentioned, Pirimze is a deity of feminine
nature and is the third member of the triad of the Georgian pantheon.
Its festival in Gudamakari is on Dormition of the Mother of God.
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Pirimze Pudzis Angelozi was imagined as woman as well as man.
This issue still waits for investigation.

It also must be mentioned that the shrine of Pirimze and its
festival was a stumbling block to agreement between people and
church as well as government in the Soviet and Tsar’s Russia periods.
At the end of the nineteenth century people manage to protect it with a
certain support of clergy. It peacefully co-existed with the official
church traditions within the realm of the Orthodox Christianity. In the
Soviet period, as a result of the atheistic policy, its holy relic, cross,
was officially damaged, but people could manage to protect and save
the shrine and its festival.

Among the graphical sketches which are preserved in the
archive of the Javakhishvili Institute of History and Ethnology there
are four on which three sanctuaries of the village Gergeti (Khevi, one
of the reions of the East Georgia highland) are depicted. These are:
Okhareshi St. George, Ninotsminda and Kvelatsminda/\Women’s
Shrine.

We studied the above mentioned shrines with the help of the
sketches and in the context of the historical and ethnographic data.
Village Gergeti and its shrines are forming one holy space together
with the famous Gergeti Trinity church, which determined history,
ethnography and spiritual meaning of the whole sacred site. According
to folk and historical traditions St. Andrew the disciple erected cross
and planted a tree on the mouth Golgotha, in front of Mtskheta, where
now is Jvari (the Holy Cross of Mtskheta) Monastery. When this tree
grew, it became miracle working. After preaching in Kakheti and the
North Caucasus the disciple went to the mount Gergeti and there as
well, where now is a famous Trinity church, erected a cross. The folk
tradition says that St. Andrew erected cross in the village Gergeti as
well.

If we fallow historical and folk traditions, later on in the fourth
century St. Nino converts Georgians into Christianity. Georgians cut
miracle working tree planted by St. Andrew and maid crosses out of it.
One of them and most distinguished cross was erected on that very
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place where now is Jvari (the Holy Cross) Monastery in Mtskheta,
where St. Andrew planted the tree and erected a cross. After erecting
of the Mtskheta cross, all idols in the Kingdom of Kartli fell down.
King Mirian, who was converted by St. Nino destroyed all idols in his
Kartli Kingdom and erected crosses instead. St. Nino continued her
missionary activity in the mountain regions of Kartli. Historical
chronicles tell us that she erected a cross on mount Gergeti, where
now is the Trinity church. Thus, according to the chronicles and folk
traditions both apostles _ St. Andrew and St. Nino — erected crosses
and thus sanctified Golgotha and Gergeti mountains. Both
geographical points have the similar location. They are divided from
the main residential place, spiritually devoted to the mountain, by
river (Mtkvari/Kura and Tergi). Mtskheta is the centre of the Kingdom
of Kartli and Stephantsminda, in fact, of the northern frontiers of this
kingdom. We believe that these erected crosses and later on
constructed churches were spiritual fortresses against enemies. They
also show us spiritual boundaries of the kingdom of Kartli.

King Vakhtang Gorgasali (the fifth century) is a founder of the
feast of Jvari (the Holy Cross) of Mtskheta. He strengthened the
northern border (Dariali, entrance of R. Tergi and R. Aragvi) of the
kingdom. According to one of the folk traditions of Khevi, king
Vakhtang had built St. Trinity Church.

In the seventh century Stephanoz Il presiding prince of Kartli
finally brings to an end building of the Jvari Monastery, enriches
Georgian liturgical practice with three church festivals and together
with other saints glorifies St. Stephan Protomartyer.

In the eighth century son of Stephanoz Il, Archil, at one of the
entrances of Mtskheta, at the R. Aragvi entrance, at the fortress,
constructed a church of St. Stephan Protomartyer.

One of the main residential places in the northern boundaries of
the kingdom was named after St. Stephan Protomartyer
(Stephantsminda). Besides, in the eighteenth century, according to the
chronicles, on the mount Gergeti, where the church of the Holy
Trinity is, was St. Stephan Protomartyer’ monastery. We believe that
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at a certain period in the kingdom of Kartli St. Stephan should have
been a patron saint of the entrances. As it is well known, he was
stoned out of the gait of Jerusalem nearby an entrance of the town. As
it is known this entrance is called Lion’s or St. Stephan’s gate. We
also believe that after spreading Christianity not only Mtskheta,
spiritual and cultural centre of the Kingdom of Kartli and later Thilisi,
the capital of Georgia, was designed after Jerusalem but the whole
kingdom.

What was happening from the fifth —eighth centuries until the
fourteenth century, when the Gergeti Holy Trinity church was built,
historical sources and tradition say nothing. We only can mention that
folk tradition besides king Vakhtang attributes construction of the
church to Queen Tamar. But it can be mentioned that for some period
Khevi and the holy site of Gergeti was within the frames of the entire
religious outlook of the country and besides served the security and
defense problems of the country.

We share the opinion of Asmat Okropiridze and think that the
Holy Trinity church initially was dedicated to the feast of
Transfiguration. Supposedly, we may think that because the Holy
Trinity strongly participates in the feast of Transfiguration, later the
church might be renamed in the name of the Holy Trinity. We also
think that this holy place before might be connected with the Holy
Virgin. The Holy Cross and the Virgin are definitely linked as it has
sound grounding in theology. This link is obvious in Georgian
tradition as well. The feasts of the holy cross in Kartli were followed
by weekly festival of the Holy Marry that was called Wardoba (the
feast of rose of the Holy Virgin Marry). It is worth of mentioning that
there is a shrine of the Gergeti Trinity church in Sioni (Zion), village
in Khevi, the feast of which is the same day as of Gergeti Trinity
(August, 28, Dormition) but is called Wardoba (feast of rose). The
Tuesday after Easter, one more feast day of Gergeti Trinity, which
was dedicated to the Holy Trinity, by church calendar is a day of Holy
Virgin and myrrhbearers. Maybe, later feast of the Holy Trinity of
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Gergeti moved to the Holy Virgin’s another feast day and became the
feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God.

Women’s shrines are in all mountainous regions of West
Georgia but their presence is so obvious in Khevi that the issue
became the focus of the investigation. In the archive of the
Javakhishvili Institute of History and Ethnology among different kinds
of materials graphical sketches are preserved as well. There are five
sketches from Khevi (one of the West Georgian highland regions) on
which four shrines dedicated to women are depicted. Elia’s /Women’s
shrine  from village Akhaltsikhe (An. X. 5), Okhareshi
Kvelatsminda/Women’s shrine from village Gergeti (An. X. 15),
Women’s shrine from village Tkarsheti (An. X. 38) and Women’s
shrine from village Pkhelshe (An. X. 47, An. X. 48).

We tried to answer questions that even never have been put
before. In the book we tried to show how these shrines are depictied
on the skeches, what kind of shrines they are and which festivals were
celebrated in these shrines, if obvious presence of women’s shrines is
linked with gender issue.

Women’s shrines were and are either small orthodox churches
or traditional West Georgian shrines.

In connection with women the research mainly outlined two
groups of festivals: those connected with Antipascha and the
Myrrhbearers Sunday. It must be mentioned that there are women’s
shrines connected with some other Saints as well. Antipascha and
Myrrhbearers’ Sunday often were considered as one day, one festival.
The day was famous by a ritual of bringing newly married young
ladies to a village spring. The ritual performed only by women.

The study of the shrines dedicated to women and their festivals
brought us to a conclusion that among the regions of the East Georgia
highland women in Khevi had more rights in religious life of the
region and in conducting rituals at shrains than in other regions of
western Georgia highland. In our opinion it might be because of the
strong presence of St. Nino in this region.
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The study also showed that Lasharoba festival which is the
main shrine of the three East Georgia regions: Pshavi, Tusheti, Ertso-
Tianeti reflects three periods of the history of Georgians’ religion;
One pre-Christian and two of Christian era.

In pre-Christian period it might be connected with sun godess,
the Great Mother Nana, the festival of the goddess of plants, flowers,
especially roses and violets, earth, rebirth and fertility of Spring-
Summer, which was called Wardoba (festival of rose). According to
Georgian mythological narrates, fairy tales and ritual songs, in the
Georgians’ beliefs one of the pictures of Eden looked like great
mother Nana’s place of residence. In legends this is called the land of
batonebi (masters); in songs — the garden of masters and in fairy tales
— the garden of the Sun. In this garden also appear other mythological
characters: mother of the Sun and Moon, three daughters of Sun, Elia
— the Deity of Thunderstorm, wolf and Golden ram. In this garden
simultaneously some tress bloom, some have ripe fruits and leaves are
falling from some tress.

The land of masters is hard to get to, beyond nine mountains
and nine seas, beyond thorny forest. According to some legends the
masters came from the White Sea. Their country is located on rocky
coast, overlooking the sea or on the island in the sea. The country is
surrounded by high fortress with big doors, locked beyond the fortress
walls. In the land of masters there are springs with crystal pure water,
rivers of honey and milk, a lot of waterfalls. The Sun sheds rainbow
colors on everything. Here there are masters’ towers and big houses.
In this country and garden together with masters live the souls of the
deceased who passed away due to infectious diseases. According to
Svan version on the rock where the master’s country is located,
overlooking the sea there is meadow covered with flowers. There is a
large river on the meadow, where there is great mother, masters’
mother. She is naked with white body and big breast. According song
verses great mother Nana lives together with masters in the garden of
violets, roses and white mulberry. Open marani was the one near
which grew a poplar tree. Birds sit and chirp in this tree. In folk verse
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grapes grow on the top of the tree, he who eats these grapes will be
protected from all harm. The marani of the masters’ land and the
poplar tree belong to great mother Nana, with different kinds of wine
kept there: red, white and pink.

In the Christian period Wardoba might have become connected
with the festival of St. Athenogenes the Holy Martyr of Heracleopolis,
which devides two periods of the Orthodox Church calendar and also,
because it coincided with Wardoba period. In the Christian period
both festivals might have in fact become identical because they shared
theological meaning of martyrdom and of spreading Christianity.

Together with spreading Christianity, in the “period of the
cross” it becomes the festival of the Victorious Cross with the feast
day in the third Sunday after Easter. As it seams, later it was
connected with the festival named Seroba/Saghmurtoba. In its tern this
festival, up to now, is connected with the day of St. Peter and St. Paul
(29.06/12.07). It also seams that St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s day should
be connected with Svetitskoveli cathedral as the church dedicated to
the disciples, which has the special meaning for Georgians. It must be
mentioned that if the feast day of St. Peter and St. Poul is on Sunday,
Lasharoba festival (Seroba/Saghmurtoba), which is always held next
Monday after disciples feast day, will be next day, in 30.06/13.07, the
feast day of Svetitskhovely.

In our opinion, general name of the East Georgia highlend
shrines-Jvari (cross)/Khati (icon)-is strately connected with the period
of Cross and the Holy Cross church of Mtskheta. Most of the main
shrines of the East Georgia regions shuch as: Mtiuleti, Khevi, Pshavi,
etc. are dadicated to the feast days of the Holy Cross of Mtskheta. For
instance: the feast day of the main shrine of Mtiuleti Lomisa St.
George is the next Wedensday after Pentecost which is the day of the
Mtskheta Holy Cross (Jvari church) miracle. One of the feast days,
among four of the Pshavi main shrine-Lashari St. George-which used
to be celebrate supposedely, untill the Il half of the twenteeth century,
was Akhalkvira. Its feast day was the third Sunday after Easter, the
day of the Victorious Cross, the day of the Holy Cross of Mtskheta.

356



This was the day among other four days, distinguished with its special
festivity and rituals, in which all twelve communities of Pshavi, with
their own flags, participated. The processions walked to Lashari, the
main meeting place. It was like a litany with icons and crosses. One
more festival, which co-exsisted with the mentioned one is
Seroba/Saghmurtoba linked to St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s day and
Stvetitskhoveli. The date of the festival is the next Monday after
disciples feast day which is the main feast of Pashavi, Tusheti and
Ertso-Tianeti untill now. In Tusheti Lasharoba is feasted on the 100"
day after Easter and in Ertso-Tianeti on June, 12, St. Peter’s and St.
Paul’s day.

In the context of the Holy Jvary festival we want to come back
to its date, the third Sunday after Easter in Khevi. As it was
mentioned, this day, Myrrhbearers’ Sunday, used to be very popular
all over Khevi and was connected with women. But, hypothetically
from the begining it might have been one of the festivals of the Holy
Cross of Mtskheta, of the Victorious Cross, the feast of the erection of
crosses in Svetitskhoveli, Mtskheta as was Lasharoba from the
begining.

In this context it also should be notist that one of the cardinal
relics of the Christian Church which were brought to the newly
established Church of Georgia according tradition: Christ's Holy
Tunic, two nails, a part of the Holy Cross and Christ's feet rest upon a
ledge became the foundation of our church. Thus, the entire spiritua
picture, where each relic gets its own palce, is shaped and the image
of the crusified and thus resurected Christ comes forward. This image
in many following centuries will determine religious outlook,
mentality and national character of Georgians. The festivals of the
Holy Cross of Mtskheta and Myrrhbearers’ which are held on the third
Sunday after Easter are also linked by one cardinal theological
meaning: crusifiction and resurection. The same date of celebration,
the theological meaning and a speicial importance for Georgians of
the Victorious Cross/ the Holy Cross of Mtskheta feastival might have
promoted significnt popullarity of Myrrhbearers” Sunday in Khevi.
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In Georgian historiography, while speaking about pre-Christian
and Christian periods, there was an eknowlaged viewpoint that
veneration of pagan moon deity transformed into the veneration of St.
George. The study showed that in this context the first period of
Georgians’ religion after Christianisation found itself beyond the
scientific interest of historians. In the given book a speciall chapter
(the author Nino Ghambashidze) is dedicated to this omitted period
which is named the “period of cross” by the author. According to the
same study, this period was followed by the “period of St. George”.
Thus, the veneration of the pagan moon deity could not be
transformed into St. George’s veneration.

In the same chapter the opinion, that common name of the East
Georgian highland shrines-Jvari/Khati (cross/icon) originated from the
“period of cross” and was detrmined by this period, is put forward.

The third layer of the Lasharoba feast is connected with the St.
George’s period, when the shrine was named after this saint.

In our oponion the alternation of the periods and the link of the
festival with sertain saint, might be determained by the alternation of
liturge.

St. George is one of the most popular saints in Georgia. He is
so popular that, according to one of the opinions, after him our
country is called Georgia. That is why we decided to dedicate one
special chapter (the author Ketevan Alaverdashvili) to him in this
book. St. George is one of the most distinguished and beloved saints
for the Georgians. It is believed that the churches dedicated to him
appeared in the middle of the ninth century. However, the tenth
century chronicle of the conversion of Kartli, writes that King Mirian
constructed St. George church on the Mount Tkhoti in the fourth
century. In Georgia St. George bas-reliefs and earliest frescos date
back to sixth-seventh centuries. The Georgian editions of St. George's
life were created in the middle of the sixth century. They tell us that
St. George was tortured during Diocletian's rule. Basing on this,
ethnologist Irakli Surguladze believes that St. George’s cult was
introduced in Georgian church from this period, as well as his images
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as a warrior and a rider. From the beginning of the ninth century, St.
George became so important that Georgian kings since the eleventh
century (Giorgi I, born in 1002) were named after him.

It is known that the Orthodox world celebrates St. George’s
Day on 23 April/6 May. We, Georgians, also celebrate the day of the
breaking on the wheel of the Holy Great Martyr George on 10/23
November, which in Georgia is much more popular than 23 April/6
May.This day is not celebrated in other Christian countries. According
to the legend, the day of the breaking on the wheel of St. George was
introduced by St. Nino _ the enlightener of Georgia.

The popularity of St. George in Georgia has been stated many
times by both Georgian and foreign authors: starting from old
travelers to modern scholars. In Georgia, many researches were
dedicated to St. George. For a long time, special popularity of St.
George has been attracting the attention of many researchers. Our
special interest is focused on eastern mountainous regions of Georgia,
where almost everywhere the central shrines are dedicated exactly to
St. George. Considering the importance and great number of St.
George’s shrines, Gudamakary is not an exception in this respect.
Here the shrines of St. George are attested almost in every village that
played important role in the life of the mountaineers. The most
important and well-known shrines are associated with the name of St.
George. Among these shrines, at first must be mentioned Pirimze
Pudzis Angelozi in the village, called Chokhi, St. George of Zegardni
in the village of Dumackho (where as the saying goes St. George’s
tongue is kept after suffered martyrdom on the wheel), St. George of
Machagani (here is St. George’s heart). Besides this, in every village
there were big or small shrines dedicated to St. George.

In Khevi, as in other regions of the eastern Georgia highland
each community has its own guardian shrines but the main shrines are
Gergeti Holy Trinity and Sparsangelozi, later named after St. George.
Besides them, there are a lot of churches, shrines and “nishes” in this
region. St. George’s shrines are nearly in each settlement or near
them.
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The central shrine of Tusheti is St. George of Lashari. Besides,
one can find big or small shrines dedicated to St. George in almost
every settlement of Tusheti. Most of them are survived as entire
complexes. In most cases they represent cultic towers, called milliona.

In this chapter the special attention is paid to the fact that the
shrines of Khevsurs are of great importance in Tusheti. The
Tushetians had a special reverence of Khevsurs’ shrines and often
were under the influences of their servants of sanctuaries called
dekanozi. In that respect, special reference is made to the shrines of
Karati and Khakhmati. During the feast of Atengenoba, the servants of
Karati and Khakhmati visited Tusheti’s “nishes“(shrines) and blessed
people. As the “nishes “were scattered all over Tusheti the procession
headed by these servants of shrines traversed Tusheti. Khevsurs and
Tushetians considered themselves close relatives and when meeting
each other, they greeted with the following words: “hello, brother “.
During war time and military expeditions Tushetians invited the
dekanozi of khevsurs to lead their horde.
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