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Natia Jalabadze

In connection with the 120" anniversary of the Birth of
Vera Bardavelidze

The work is dedicated to the 120" anniversary of Vera Bardavelidze,
the  famous Georgian ethnologist. It concerns biographical
information of the scientist as well as a brief resume of her important
works. Bardavelidze’s works contain a huge array of data on the
history and local-territorial forms of the traditional spiritual and
social culture of Georgians(especially the highlanders).The author’s
ideas enriched theoretical ethnology and opened up new possibilities
for studying and interpreting the early forms of religious ideology.
The paper also considers the letters stored in her private archival
fund which are of great interest to scientists. We underline some
ethnologically important issues which will deserve proper attention
in the future — Adjarian round dance "Haranano", some aspects of
customary law, tradition of second or third time baptizing, etc.
From these letters in her personal archives we see the extraordinary
work ability = of Vera Bardavelidze and her fanatical attitude
towards her job.

The phenomenon of Vera Bardavelidze is still alive after her death,
for generations still grow on her teachings and the data available in
her yet unpublished manuscripts stimulate a lot of ideas for new
researches.

Gemsbe nmghodgomo
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Roland Topchishvili

Rusudan Kharadze, a researcher of social relations of the
Georgian people

The paper is dedicated to the 110% anniversary of the famous
Georgian ethnologist Rusudan Kharadze. Despite her short life,
Rusudan Kharadze left deep traces on the development of Georgian
ethnological science. Her research also included the ethnic culture
of the peoples of the North Caucasus, for she believed that the study
the Georgian folk culture necessitated its comparison with similar
cultures of its neighbors.

Field and scientific activities of Rusudan Kharadze embraced
almost all historical-ethnographic regions of Georgia. However,
based on the tendency at that time, initially she collected materials
that reflected the social situation in mountainous Georgia,
especially in Tusheti, Khevsureti and Svaneti. Rusudan Kharadze
studied the social relations of Georgian and the Caucasian peoples,
the problems of social system. It can be said that not a single
problem from this sphere of ethnology has been left unattended by
her. This was the family, gens, clan, community, customary law,
kinship relations, and village in general... Rusudan Kharadze
devoted a two-volume study in Russian to the problem of the family
community (1960-1961).
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SALOME BAKHIA-OKRUASHVILI, ELISABED
GAZDELIANI
TO ORIGIN OF THE CHORONYM ,,APKHAZETI*

Origin of the choronym ”Apkhazeti" should be associated with the "fkh"
lexeme of Georgian parent-language. In old Georgian the lexeme “fkh"
was used to refer to warmth and light too. Territory of Abkhazia, in
distinct from other parts of Georgia, was always distinguished by
peculiar temperature, moderately hot summer, long autumn and warm
winter. Therefore, the supposition that local population initially used
this "warm period of the year” and place as a toponym and that later this
lexeme was used for creation of ethnonymy - should not be void of
ground.
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Roland Topchishvili
When and why the ethnonym “Chachan” gained a
derogatory connotation

Georgians used to nominate Chechens as “Chachans” till the second
half of the twentieth century. Replacement of the term “Chachan” with
Chechen occurred deliberately, for the term “Chachan” besides the
ethnonym had also another implication. Namely, in the Georgian
language it connotes also a beggar, a tramp, a man of unkempt
appearance, dressed in rags, torn clothes. Georgians applied the
ethnonym “Chachan” only from the later period after its dissemination
from the Russian language. The ethnonym Chechen is corroborated in
the Russian language from the beginning of the eighteenth century. It
was formed from the name of a village “Chachan Aul” (which located
in the Chechen lowland at the embankment of the river Arghun).The
ethnonym Chechen was firstly witnessed in the Russian documents in
1708. Peoples of the Vainakh origin were called: “Dzurdzuks”,
Ghlighvs” and “Kists” in the historical Georgia. Traditional ethnonyms
were still applied in the eighteenth- nineteenth centuries. Georgian
mountaineers, neighboring with Chechen used to apply the traditional
Georgian ethnonyms till the later times.

When and why did it happen that the ethnonym “Chachan” gained a
derogatory connotation for Georgians? The answer is: at the end of
1860s. It is known that more than 22.491 people (more than 5000
Chachan/Chechen families) migrated as Muhajirun to Ottoman Empire
in 1865. Migrants were supposed to settle in the Diabekire vicinity but
they stopped moving forward nearby Musha region, due to unfavorable
natural-geographic environment. Chachans, who were left under the
open air, suffered from cold; they had to live in poor and meager
conditions and regretted leaving their native home. Chachans little by
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little started moving to the borders of Russia and managed to cross it
stealthily.

Chachans who moved to the Georgian territory were in need; they had
no property, no means of travel, no food; they were dressed in torn
clothes; in most cases children walked barefoot; and many of them
suffered from illnesses. People with slatternly appearance, extremely
exhausted and reduced to begging attracted everyone’s attention. They
spent three-five months on their way home. They were often supported
by the Georgian rural population feeding the hungry with bread, cheese
and other food products.

All these groups penetrated through Georgia via different ways. It was
the time when the ethnonym “Chachan” acquired a new content owing
to the above mentioned reason. “Chachan” in the Georgian language
became the nickname of a poor ragged man.

Thus, physical and spiritual state of reduced to begging neighboring
people, who were returning home passing the Georgian territory,
stipulated that ethnonym “Chachan” received a derogatory connotation.
Therefore, the Georgian language lawmakers gradually replaced the
ethnonym “Chachan” by the Russian form Chechen from the second
half of the twentieth century.
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bdol  aoliggdes,  dobggdlo  gbgdbgoom, @mdgaolisi  o.
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oglygas© dJoohbggobgb, ¢3obolgbgar bobgdodwg momJdols ygg-
s ox3bsbyd  Loggado  gbmgdmdes.  dsm  Iglobgd
253039 gd 9o 04  bbgoslbgopgo®o domgdo, @mdgems
dobgogom doo  dbmgme  bosbols doggbgds dggdermon  ©s
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Irma Kvashilava
Parallels between the Mythology of Georgia and Abkhazia

Myths are closely connected to the interests, feelings,
experience and beliefs that were characterized in the earlier
stage of development of these two nations. The thesis describes
mythological characters, types, and rituals which reflects
cohabitation and mutual creative development process of these
two brotherly nations. These includes: cosmological beliefs,
cattle worshipping, demonic characters, beliefs about the
kingdom come, sacral abstractions and old traditional rules
which arranged the everyday life of the society.
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Giorgi Mamardashvili

Some current issues of KvemoKartli’sethnodemography

KvemoKartli is the multi-ethnic region of Georgia. Two ethnic
minorities reside mainly here, Azerbaijanians and Armenians. Number
of Azeri is almost half of the population of the region and it lags behind
slightly the number of Georgians. KvemoKartli is the south border of
Georgia and this territory in definite periods of history was a disputable
territory for Georgian and Armenian states. Mixed population occupied
this territory from early feudal era. History of settling of the present day
Azeri in this region differs — this process was started in the 15th century
and was intensified in further centuries. They used to settle on the places
vacated from Georgian population because of enemy invasions and
bandit assaults. Sometimes, foreigners (Armenians and Turkish-lingual
tribes), at the initiative of Kartli powers, used to settle peacefully in
KvemoKartli. It was a compelled process — population that was thinned
after permanent invasions was to be filled in, a feudal was interested in
the increase of reduced number of serfs and because of it, he used to
settle representatives of not-Georgian origin from nearly located
territory in this manor.

Field material registered by us in Marneuli region (one of the biggest
region of KvemoKartli) showed relations of national minorities of
KvemoKartli, their opinions about historic ethnodemography of this
region. Oral histories of Armenian population, their narrations are more
diverse than those of Azeri. But as a rule, their stories divert greatly
from historic reality. Armenians use to connect their settling on those
territories mainly with the nearest past centuries, some legends say that,
according to their words KvemoKartli, Kingdom of Gugarq, was settled
by Armenians. Azeri use to mention history of their settling in the

106



similar chronology and among them there is an idea that long, long
before Albanians lived there. Some Azerbaijani scientists consider
Albanians one of their ancestors. Population acquired both ideas from
scientific circles and only some persons know it. In everyday life no
confrontation is observed among Azeri and Armenians (even if we
consider Karabakh conflict). In their historic memory the facts of help
are preserved. Although, negative impulses of Karabakh conflict
slightly, but still reaches Azeri and Armenians of Kvemo Kartli.
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Davit Merkviladze

Stephen Burnashev's work “Description of Mountain
Peoples”

Representative of the Russian Empire on Kartli-Kakheti and
Imereti Kings' courts the Russian army Colonel S. Burnashev created
three descriptive works about the Caucasus. One of them is the
"Description of mountain peoples".

The mentioned work S. Burnashev published in 1794 in Kursk,
where later he had been appointed as a governor. According to the
author, on the example of Kabardian people he shows life of the whole
North Caucasian peoples, because he considered them as the "most
important” people among the inhabitants of the North Caucasus.
Therefore, the work completely consists of the “Description of the
Kabardian people”.

S. Burnashev’s work "Description of mountain peoples” is entirely
ethnographic. The author gives many important information about
customs, national character, social situation and other peculiarities of
Kabardian people's life. For the researchers of ethnology of Caucasian
peoples the “Description of the mountainous peoples” of Burnashev is
notable and remarkable source. In the present article the Georgian
translation of "Description of mountain peoples" with relevant
explanations is published for the first time.
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Lobgeoom gandy@bs (sangdlsbpdyg dg3mg0h-hgd Jgblgol «d-
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155). 53 @@o396G0©sb hobl, @md gady@dbs d93d9@bobo
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(5@5LFm@)  gg@lbosl  a3mogobmdl dolo  msbsdg®dmgy,
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gOmo  L3s@lgmols dadol @obbgol oy  Jodmggano
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394030b-hgd39bL 30 gOMIsbgmTo sgdos, Logo@oyome domo Jogge-
Log@o Fo@mdmdmdobs s Lybbosmdol godm. dgbsdanms, sengdlobgo-
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(-3980L  60d5)  ogm.  Logo@oywme, Lfm@go o3 myxsbdo
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@ genols dmdmggdologol d@dmasTdo 3gB®g I mbdsa gm-go@o-
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MZIA TKAVASHVILI

Some issues from the biography of Alexander Bekovich-
Cherkassky

lexander Bekovich-Cherkassky is the Russian name of Kabardian
Ruler Devlet-Girei-Mirza (Jambulatov). He was an associate of Peter .
In 1707, Peter 1 sent Bekovich- Cherkassky to study various sciences
abroad, who returned to Russia in 1709.

At the beginning of the XVIII century, Kabardians have been severely
oppressed by the Ottoman Empire. In 1707 they defeated the troops of
Kirimkhan in Kanjali Battle, after which they were forced to appeal to
Russia for help. During the Russo-Ottoman War of 1710-1713, Alexander
Bekovich-Cherkassky participated in a joint Russian-Kabardian military
expedition in 1711 against the Kubanians (the Ottoman-Kirimkhan ally),
which ended with the defeat of the latter. Russia suffered defeat in the
Russian-Ottoman War. In the process of development of a truce
agreement, the issue of Kabardia was not included in the agenda.

In order to get Kabardia out of the difficult situation, Alexander
Bekovich-Cherkassky developed “a project for Kabardia to join Russia”,
where he tried to justify to Peter I the benefit, which the State of Russia
would have by taking Kabardia under its subordination (on the principle
of autonomy). Finding the way to India through the eastern coast of the
Caspian Sea took the first place in the plans of Peter I, which is why he
avoided confrontation with the Ottoman-Kirimkhan (in 1713 a truce was
concluded between Russia and Ottoman Empire) and Kabardia remainen
beyond his attention.

In 1716-1717 Bekovich-Cherkassky led the expedition to study the
eastern coast of the Caspian Sea and drew the first map of the eastern
coast of the Caspian Sea. For this map Petre [ was elected as a member of
the French Academy of Sciences. Peter I has also assigned Bekovich-
Cherkassky to study the riverhead of Amu Darya and to search for the
route to India. He was granted with authority of an ambassador of Khivi
and Bukhari. The third expedition tragically ended for its participants
(1717) — the residents of Khivi confronted the Russian troops invading
their territory and killed them all (only a few of them returned home).
Bekovich-Cherkassky was tortured to death.
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Vakhtang Urushadze

NGO sector and civil integration challenges in respect of
teaching the Georgian language

The article explores the issues of integration of Armenian and Azeri
ethnic groups in the context of governmental and non-governmental
sector activities and examines the problem of teaching Georgian
language. It is based on interviews with representatives of leading
organizations working in the field of integration of ethnic minorities.
The paper also uses media archive material, existing legislative
documentation and various academic sources.
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Lavrenti Janiashvili

The perception of the State by the Kvemo Kartli population

After Georgia’s independence the necessity of integration of ethnic
groups living here got on the agenda.This problem has become
relatively acute in Kvemo Kartli, where Armenians and Azeri live
compactly. In recent years, as a result of measures taken towards ethnic
minorities, the integration process has intensified, social distance has
decreased and tolerance between groups has increased. Although the
population of the region are being given some provocative impulses
from the neighboring states, the field ethnographic material shows that
members of the Armenian and Azeri communities gradually
comprehend that they are citizens of the Georgian State and have proper
rights and obligations.
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Irine Jukashvili

The institutions of Marriage and family within the Turkic-
speaking population of Kvemo Kartli

The institutions of Marriage and family are most important elements of
social organization which reflect almost all the characteristics of ethnic
unity. The marriage age is determined by Sharia norms; in selecting a
couple for marriage priority is given to cross cousin marriages. The
wedding cycle incorporates a wedding gift and an engagement; an integral
part of the marriage is the bride price —Kalim. The most important stage of
a Muslim marriage is its official registration by a priest - Kebin, which was
of particular importance in case of division of family property and the
divorce of a couple. Preparation of a proper dowry (Jehiz) was considered
a family dignity, therefore, all details concerning dowry were discussed
in advance during pre-wedding negotiations, where the parties agreed on
the amount of the bride price (Kalim). The woman’s side tried to raise the
bride price and the groom's side, on the contrary, tried to increase the
dowry. In the contingent under study the facts of polygamy are observed.
Ethnographic materials also prove the existence of polygamy in both rural
and urban Turkic- speaking population of Georgia in Soviet times. The
termination of marriage is also regulated by Sharia norms. In the studied
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contingent some types of marriages are also observed: levirate, sororate,
temporary marriage (sige), etc. The influence of the Georgian environment
should explain the fact that many of them are against early marriages,
marrying blood relatives, levirate, sororate, etc.
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