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Polish identity in the Georgian Print Media

The period being discussed (from 1860s to 1940s) is characte-
rized by the colonial goals of the imperialist states, which was an
equally difficult period for the Georgian and Polish nations. In the
period from the 1860s to the independence, the struggle for the survival
of Polish national characteristics was clearly reflected in the Georgian
print media. The model examples of foreigners were used by the
Georgian print media for national awakening. This was the reason for
the diversity and abundance of publications depicting the developments
in Poland. The materials have a different character during the period of
the Soviet government. The political life of independent Poland is in
the center of attention of the Soviet press.

Despite the fact that special interest recently has been observed
in the special literature in terms of the study of the Georgian-Polish
relationship, the analysis of the history of Polish identity through the
print media publications has not become the subject of special research.

In the present study, I present the discussion of the material
based on a different methodological approach, in particular, within the
framework of the ethnosymbolist paradigm (A. Smith). This kind of
analysis based on the publications of one media-agency - "Iveria" is pre-
sented in my earlier work (Mania 2013/2014: 96-108; Mania 2014: 203-
221). This time, I will discuss the media-publications of the "Drobe",
"Iveria", "Tsobis Purtseli", "Sagartvelo’, "Communist’, "Mkhedari",
"Tavisupali Sagartvelo". I will analyze the history of Polish identity by
observing public perceptions, values, memories, symbols. The paper
consists of an introduction, two chapters and a conclusion. It is accom-

panied by verified literature and a comprehensive summary in English.
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Chapter One. Struggle of Polish people for territorial identity.

In this chapter, I observe observe the history of Polish identity
in two different periods - from the 1860s to the period of Polish inde-
pendence and 21 years of independence, I will present its importance
for other states in the colonial regime, in particular, for Georgia. From
the 1860s to the period before the declaration of independence, the
struggle for the preservation of the identity of Poland divided between
three states (Austria, Germany, and Russia) is expressed by the struggle
for the territorial character of the identity.

From the mentioned standpoint, the fact of the persecution of
the Polish people from Poznan and other historical territories is closely
followed by the Georgian media and given proper space. German
Chancellor Bismarck demanded in the Landtag of Prussia one hundred
million marks by force or willingly, to buy the estates of the Poles in
Poznan and distribute them to the Germans (,,Iveria“ 1886.N°26).

Newspapers clearly indicate the territorial attachment of Poles.
Their historical land, which represented a unique repository of memory
of ancestors, saints, heroes, was promised to be taken by ,another state.
The land, which Germany intended to seize, is the historical property
of the Polish people. People clearly felt the great danger and actively
got involved in solving this case. There was a strong unity against
Bismarck's barbaric policies. At the head of the unity of the Poles was a
widowed woman who sold half of her poor property and provided
financial aid to the Polish peasantry ,since Bismarck is allegedly getting
estates for the peasantry, the Polish peasantry should at least buy the
lands of the Polish lords and not the German peasan-try.“ This noble
example inspired the Polish people. The money was collected mainly
from the donations of the poor (,Iveria“ 1889. Ne231).
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In this fact, the issues of national, gender, social, economic,
territorial identity are intertwined, at the head of which is a woman
with an exemplary initiative, who plays a major role in saving the
Polish identity in Poznan. The fear that the historical land - the estates
of Polish landlords - would not pass into the hands of another identity,
namely German peasants, will wake up the members of the society. It is
noteworthy that public perceptions - the perception of the pain of the
Poznan Poles' identity as a common pain led to the suspension of the
barbaric desire and Bismarck's decision turned into happiness for the
advanced society.

The intense feeling of nationalism, which the Polish people
were distinguished by, should have given a powerful impulse to the
Georgian readers in the conditions of Russian colonialism expressed in
all its intensity. Discussions about the expulsion of the Polish people
from their own historical territories and observation of them should
have had a great impact on the indifferent Georgian society - to
intensify the feeling of nationalism and condition a united effort to
preserve identity.

As soon as Bismarck's ,,Iron Policy” ended and he was dismis-
sed in 1890, after his departure, the domestic policy towards the Poles
changed. They no longer oppressed the Polish people, but tried to win
their hearts.

Since the 1900s, the press has focused on a new stage of the
persecution of the Polish people. Newspapers report on the punishment
of the Polish students. The Poles' protest was more and more intensified
by the demand of the German government - to deny their motherland
language, to forget their motherland's history, literature, art and

become Germans. All those who complied with the demands were
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arrested. The Germans were most angered by the strength and invinci-
bility of the Poles. Neither the ,Colonization Commission®, nor the
banning of the language, nor the changing of names for places (in many
places they changed the names of towns and villages and called them,
for example, Bismarck's village, Moltke town, Wilhelm's township,
etc.) weakened the strength of the Polish people. The example of
Poland clearly showed Germany the harmfulness of the aggressive
policy for the state. Attempts to destroy national characteristics further
kindled and strengthened the national movement, which forced the
government to soften the conquering policy. However, such policy
could not suppress the discontent of the Poles.

As for the Polish people under Austria, here the national
movement produced significant results. The common action of the
enslaved nations gradually introduced the principle of national equality
into the state life. Austria, by granting certain rights, quelled national
unrest among the Poles subject to it.

In ,Russian Poland®, the strengthening of the colonial policy
intensified the national struggle. The Russians considered it impossible
to give the same rights as the Austrian Poles. The Russians thought that
the Polish people needed the prosperous life, not political indepen-
dence. In fact, the Poles demanded the granting of autonomy to Poland.
The demonstrations, strikes, riots in Poland demanding autonomy were
followed by the introduction of military rules by the Russian authori-
ties. This decision further aggravated the relationship between Poland
and Russia.

The situation is different during the period of Polish indepen-
dence. The 21st year of independence in the history of Poland is mar-

ked by selfless struggle to preserve the gained independence. Georgia
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and Poland both gained independence in 1918. However, Russia did
not adapt to the freedom of any of them. Together with Russia,
Germany could not give up Poland.

Georgia could not withstand the imperial intentions of the
neighboring state for a long time, in 1921 it was occupied by the Soviet
Russia. Poland has been dealing with domestic and foreign challenges
for 21 years. Based on it, it is interesting how the struggle of Polish
people to preserve their identity was reflected in the Georgian print
media. In this regard, we have a different situation compared to the
previous period, which was due to the change in the political situation
in Georgia. After the annexation of Georgia by Russia in 1921, the
printing of national newspapers was significantly restricted. However,
the political life of independent Poland is important for Georgian
communists, since Poland maintained its independence until World
War II. That is why the newspaper ,Communist®, expressing the
communist ideology, intensively covered the political life of the Polish
Menshevik government. In many cases, the published materials were
based on the information of the Union Telegraph Agency, Russian and
foreign press materials were published. Although the newspaper is an
encomiast of communist ideology, we find interesting information in
terms of the history of Polish identity. As for the period of Georgia's
independence, the publications show a different character, expressing a
sense of solidarity. This is the direction of the newspaper ,Sagartvelo®
of the National-Democrats.

The new territorial borders of Europe, which were determi-
ned by the Versailles conference, turned out to be unacceptable for
some states and became the basis for new conflicts. The disagreement

between Poland and Russia on this ground turned into war in 1919.
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Poland wanted to return the territories that were part of it before the
partition, and Russia wanted to control these territories.

~Communist”“ is characterized by the scarcity of material on the
Russo-Polish war, which is probably caused by Russia's unsuccessful
military actions. Instead, none of the nuances related to the decision of
the Conference of Ambassadors (I will touch the issue below) and the
aggravation of national issues among the population of the Western
Ukraine and Western Belarus transferred to Poland remain unheeded.

Information about the progress of the Russo-Polish war is
preserved in the newspaper ,Saqartvelo“. In April, Polish troops ente-
red the territory of the Ukraine. On May 7, Ukrainian and Polish troops
captured Kiev. Simon Petliura, a fighter for the independence of the
Ukraine, participated in this battle with the Poles. The attack of the
Poles was followed by a counterattack of the Bolsheviks and the Poles
were pushed back to Warsaw. On August 8, the Red Army was orde-
red to capture Warsaw. The battle for the city took place from August
12-24 and is referred to as the ,,Miracle on the Vistula®“, which ended
in a Polish victory.

When Poland as a state organism was threatened with destru-
ction, the whole of Poland stood up to defend its independence.

The general solidarity led to the retreat of the Soviet troops
and the strengthening of the positions of the Polish people. The natio-
nal sentiments of the Poles in the struggle for identical survival turned
out to be so strong that they brutally defeated the Bolsheviks. Here,
not only the Polish-Russian issue, but also the fate of the future of
Europe was being decided. The idea of public freedom was supposed

to save Europe from the dictatorship of the Bolsheviks, from ,Red
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Imperialism®“. Poland not only protected its own land, but also acted
as a deterrent against the reddening of Europe.

The Soviet government had its own vision of justice, which
wore the mantle of the liberator from the dictatorship of the Pans and
the role of the defender of the oppressed. However, the objectives of
the Soviet government were different. The media exposed the Leninist
plan for the subjugation of Poland: starting a civil war in Poland, mass
extermination of the Poles, confiscation of bread and collecting food
for the Soviet Russia, relocating the poorest population from the
interior of Russia, creating an advantaged situation for them compared
to the Poles, settling Russian soldiers in Polish villages to establish
peace (,Sagartvelo® 1920. Ne111).

The Polish-Russian war ended on March 18, 1921 with the
signing of the Peace Treaty of Riga. According to the agreement, Russia
ceded the territory of the Western Ukraine and Western Belarus. Such
a solu-tion to the issue of the territory caused dissatisfaction not only of
the Ukraine and Belarus, but also of the Soviet authorities.

The Polish-Lithuanian conflict did not end there. I will conti-
nue talking chronologically on the mentioned topic below.

After the establishment of the Soviet government in Georgia,
the representatives of the Mensheviks are looking for allies in the
states separated from Russia. The visit of Mensheviks N.Ramishvili and
K.Chkheidze to Poland was aimed at establishing relations against the
Soviet government. They informed the Polish authorities about the
current situation in Georgia and the result of the Bolshevik invasion.
It should be emphasized here that the Polish government is interested

in the fate of Georgia, as ,all other states separated from Russia and the
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union between them consider it a necessary political issue“ (,Saqartve-
lo“ 1921. No6: 12).

So, the issue of creating political unity was on the agenda,
which was an obstacle for the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union is losing
its rest trying to create a ,new equilibrium® of the anti-Soviet union of
small states, and the Russian press considers Poland a player in the
English project ,from sea to sea“ (,Communist® 1926. N°168). That is
why the Soviet government started active anti-Polish propaganda about
the oppression of national minorities. The result of this propaganda is
the creation of about 500 party organizations in the villages by the
»Gromada“ of the the Belarusian Union, in which about 50,000 peasants
were united.

At the same time, the Soviet Union signed a non-aggression
pact with Lithuania in Moscow on September 28, 1926, by which
Wilno, recognized as a constituent part of Poland by the Conference
of Ambassadors (March 15, 1923), was recognized as part of Lithuania.
So, territorial expansion began with the scenario of the defender of
the oppressed. It is true that clarifying the position of the League of
Nations was of great importance in the Polish-Lithuanian conflict, but
the aforementioned organization was unable to resolve the Polish-
Lithuanian conflict.

Agreement between Poland-France and Poland-Germany is
signed to ensure peace in Europe (,Communist® 1929. Ne120; 1933.
Ne16). However, Hitler's coming to power in Germany causes a fear
factor in Poland. Since Hitler included the Polish issue in his program.
The Polish Corridor claimed by Germany stretched from Poznan

Voivode-ship north to the Baltic Sea, which was ceded to Poland by
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the Treaty of Versailles. Poles represented the majority of the popula-
tion of the corridor.

The tense situation at the Polish-German border temporarily
calmed down on January 26, 1934 with the signing of a 10-year non-
aggression pact between Poland and Germany. The Polish press even
called the treaty the Locarno of the East. However, it was more a kind
of maneuver to withdraw Poland from the French policy (,,Communist*
1934. N226).

The rapprochement of Poland with Germany led to isolation
of Poland. Bypassing Poland, international agreements are formed
between France-Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia-Soviet Union, Romania
is approaching the Soviet Union. France-England negotiations are
underway. Although Poland is an ally of France, all of this is bypassing
Poland (,,Communist“ 1936. Ne35).

By 1938, the situation on the Polish-German border became
tense again. Hitler declares: ,I am ready to admit that Poland needs
access to the sea, but I resent that this access to the sea must be carried
out through a corridor that belongs to German territory“ (,Communist*
1938. Ne64).

The request to join Danzig with Germany was unacceptable for
Poland. Especially since the presence of historical fortresses (Torumd,
Bydgoszcz, etc.) indicated the historical belonging of the "Seaside
Voivodeship" to Poland. In addition, the corridor and Danzig had
economic and strategic importance for Poland (,Communist® 1939.
Ne104). Although Germany creates imperial borders, it is obviously
impossible to erase the historical memory of identity.

At the same time, the methods of cooperation between states

are changing. A treaty of mutual assistance between England and
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Poland is formed, which, despite not contradicting the Polish-German
treaty, became a pretext for canceling the German-Polish treaty
(,Communist“ 1939. Ne104). Obviously, Germany unilaterally cance-
led the agreement to attack Poland freely.

Another method that Germany tried to use for its own purposes
is to conduct an emergency accounting in Upper Silesia. A ,nationality”
column appeared in the accounting sheet. At the same time, a large
amount of fascist literature was distributed in all areas of Germany
bordering Poland. The literature encouraged the Polish population to
apply for German nationality. At the same time, Poles in German
Silesia were offered the option to mark "Upper Silesian dialect" as their
mother tongue in the questionnaires. The German government could
not adapt to the presence of one and a half million Poles in Germany,
so they tried to show a smaller number through threats and statistical
manipulations (,Communist“ 1939. Ne112).

Day by day, the situation around Danzig became tenser.
Intensive militarization is taking place in Danzig (,Communist“ 1939.
Ne151; Ne160). Provocations on the border by the German military
have become more frequent. The Danzig press turned to active agita-
tion for the annexation of the ,Free City” to Germany. German news-
papers were sold in Danzig, German films were shown in cinemas. The
local population did not take kindly to the German propaganda. Anti-
fascist slogans ,,People do not want Danzig to fall into the hands of
Germany“ were spread in the city (,Communist“ 1939. Ne179). German
newspapers published correspondence with slogans: ,Poland threatens
Danzig“, ,Danzig or war“. At the Polish-German border, German

fascists dug up a border post, erased the inscription ,Polish state
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border” and put up a poster with the inscription ,Greater Germany*
(,Communist” 1939. Ne186; N°188).

So, Germany begins to erase territorial borders, Polish identity
and establish a new territorial order.

In such a complicated political situation, a non-aggression pact
is formed between the Soviet Union and Germany (,Communist®
1939. Ne195).

Active preparations turned into active actions near the Polish-
German border. A German military patrol breached the Polish border,
moved into Polish territory, and threatened the Polish Coast Guard
with a machine gun. Firing broke out on both sides (,Communist*
1939. Ne197). The German army was attacking from Silesia, Pomerania,
East Prussia. The Germans occupied the industrial areas of the Corridor
and Upper Silesia (,,Communist® 1939. N°202). Hitler, on the one hand,
gives an order that the armed forces do not allow violations of interna-
tional law and agreements signed by the German Empire (,Communist*
1939. N2205), on the other hand, gross violations of international law
are recorded. The ship ,Athenia“ was sunk by a German submarine
(,Communist“ 1939. Ne208).

England issued an ultimatum to Germany to cease hostilities
against Poland and withdraw its troops from the Polish territory,
otherwise England would be considered to be at war with Germany.
Germany rejected England's ultimatum. England and Australia declared
war on Germany. He also refused the French request to end the war .
After the rejection, France considered herself bound to fulfill her treaty
obligations towards Poland. France invaded Germany and opened the
Western Front to withdraw German troops from Poland. Germany,

indeed, partially withdrew its troops from Poland (,Communist“ 1939.
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Ne209). But not completely. The Germans invaded Warsaw and Poland
lost almost all political and economic centers (,Communist* 1939. Ne210).

Against the backdrop of unsuccessful Polish military operati-
ons, an anti-Polish movement broke out in eastern Galicia and western
Belarus, the population refused to join the Polish army and demanded
independence (,Communist® 1939. Ne211). Such a rapid defeat of
Poland, according to the Soviet press, was due not only to the superio-
rity of German military equipment and military organization, or to the
fact that England and France did not find effective help in time, but also
to the internal weakness and contradictions of Poland, the complica-
tions of relations with the national minority. Due to this, the internal
unity and consolidation of the state in the multi-ethnic Poland could
not take place according to the Soviet narrative (,Communist 1939.
Ne212)

By publishing such a publication, the Soviet press served as a
call to the people of Western Belarus and the Ukraine to fight for
national freedom. It prepared the ground for the realization of the
scenario of the defender of the oppressed in the reading public.

The events of September 17 were recorded as a historical deci-
sion in the history of the Soviet Union. In this narrative, because of
the destroying Polish state and government, the Red Army moved
across the border to defend western Ukraine and western Belarus. The
army's mission is to establish peace and order, which in itself means

interfering in domestic affairs.

Chapter Two. Culture and Polish identity
Culture is a distinctive feature of identity. Accordingly, a pro-

per place is given to discussing the importance of cultural characteris-
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tics (language, tradition, theater) in the media pages from the point of
view of preserving identity.

Language is one of the main signs of identity. That is why the
expulsion of the mother tongue from the state and public institutions of
Poland under Russia or Austria-Prussia, primarily from schools, was the
hardest test for the Polish people, which was followed by largescale
protests by Poles. The population demanded the restoration of the
Polish language. Active propaganda about the necessity of teaching in
the mother tongue in the society was conditioned by this aim: the
clergy preached teaching in Polish, the print media also encouraged the
public to speak Polish. Such facts should have become exemplary
examples for Georgian readers on the way to struggle for identity
preservation.

The Russian government's attempt to spread and establish the
Russian language among the peoples of different nationalities, creeds
and cultures within the empire as a state language proved difficult.
That is why it addressed various measures to realize its goal. Russia
faced special difficulties in the western guberniyas, because Polish
dominates here alongside the Russian language (,Iveria“ 1889. Ne 111).

The situation was similar in the part of Poland that was under
Austria-Hungary. Austria-Hungary consisted of people of different
nationalities, each of which has its own language, history, writing,
character, customs, way of life. The Austrian government of German
origin intended to ,Germanize“ the people of various tribes. To this
end, they expelled the Hungarian and Slavic languages from the courts,
governing bodies and schools, and introduced the German language,

which became the cause of unrest among the Slavs. The attempt to
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destroy identical characteristics - language, history, literacy, character,
customs, way of life cost the imperial government dearly.

From the point of view of the activation of the national
movement of Poles, the decisions taken at the Poznan Catholic
Assembly are noteworthy: on support for the establishment of a
university; Also, the activation of priests' preaching about receiving
education in the Polish language; Facilitate the training of more Polish-
speaking teachers in Upper Silesian master seminars and send them to
Ermland, which is considered to be de-Germanized; Bishop Thiel's
order to teach the Holy Scriptures in Polish; Taking care of the return
of self-names — changing German names to Polish names again (for
example, Erzyc was called Ezizy again, Gurtbon - Gurton, etc.); Spre-
ading active propaganda in newspapers about speaking in Polish, etc.
(»Iveria“ 1894. Ne. 127).

It is important that the Poles began to take care of the return
of self-names, thereby defining the historical territories of identity.
One of the most important things discussed in the letter is support for
the establishment of a university. The introduction of university edu-
cation is an event of great importance for the history of identity. Higher
education creates an educated layer - the intelligentsia. The intelli-
gentsia, according to the view recognized in the special literature, plays
a decisive role in the national movement.

As T've mentioned, a new stage of denationalization begins in
the 900s. Not only was the Polish language banned in schools, Poles
were also forbidden to speak Polish to each other outside the school -
on the street, in public institutions. They had the right to speak Polish
only in their families. The office and court language also became

Russian. The freedom of magazines and newspapers was restricted,
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strict censorship was introduced, and history was taught with falsified
textbooks.

In this regard, the situation is identical in Georgia. That is
why it was of particular importance for Georgian publicists to observe
the developments in Poland and to provide this information to
Georgian readers.

The activity of Poles in terms of raising national self-awareness
is special. For this purpose, they resorted to various measures. Among
them, a public demonstration of past glories was organized by the Poles
in Lviv on the anniversary of the 1410 War of Grunwald. They held va-
rious demonstrations: national music was played in the streets, houses
were decorated with national flags, a sheet with the inscription: ,,An-
niversary of the defeat of the Teutonic Order” was hung on the windo-
ws, a mass was paid in the cathedral, and a lecture was given by Ar-
chivarius Chelovsky (,Iveria“ 1902. Ne. 146) about the Battle of
Grunwald.

Such examples were of special importance for Georgians - in
the conditions of complete indifference on the part of Georgians to
the national issue, national feelings should be aroused and the interest
of self-defense should be strengthened.

In order to break down the national partitions, the judicial
system was also affected by the powerful colonialist policy. That is
why the changes in the judicial system were of particular importance
to the oppressed nations. However, even in Russia, the court did not
fulfill its purpose, which put the issue of its reformation on the agenda
here as well. The main reason for this is the lack of knowledge of
customs and language. During this period, the Poles had an exemplary

trial court, which was also acceptable to the Russians. The Minister of
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Justice of Russia N.V. Muravyov issued an order to introduce Poland-
like courts throughout Russia. The Georgian media considers it neces-
sary to introduce the Polish (Gmina) Court to its readers, because the
issue of reforming the judicial system was relevant for Georgia as well.
In the correspondence, the universal nature of the Polish (Gmina)
Court is emphatically mentioned. Proximity to the people is mentioned
as a positive aspect of the Polish (Gmina) Court. In Poland, the Polish
(Gmina) Court, as an institution consisting of persons elected by the
people, has gained general trust and respect.

Based on the above, it is obvious that the cultural elements of
the Poles (language, tradition, customs) show endurance over time,
which is a necessary factor for the strength of national unity. This was

the reason for the selfless struggle of Poles to save cultural elements.

Conclusion

Thus, if we observe the dynamics of publication of materials on
Poland, the materials are numerous. But the topics of preindependence
Georgia, independence and the Soviet period are radically different.
The reason for this is the current political situation in Georgia.
Although Poland maintained its independence until the Second World
War, Georgia was annexed by Russia in 1921. Accordingly, the topic of
materials from this period in the Georgian press is trending.

The Georgian print media of the period before the indepen-
dence of Georgia places special emphasis on the following aspects:
language issues - freedom of language, introduction of their mother
tongue in courts and schools; on traditions and special respect of Poles
for this cultural element; on national patriotism; on the role and

importance of the promoted representatives of the society in terms of
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continuing the existence of the identity; Media activism as a means of
spreading the ideals of liberation among the people. The discussed
material testifies that no imperialist intentions will stand in front of
the common legal rights and duties of Polish identity on their own
historical land, since the land, which the imperialist states intended to
seize, is the historical property of the Polish people with common
values, symbols, and traditions.

Based on the studied material, it is clear how the national direc-
tion, which was born in the intelligentsia, and then developed in most
of the nation, was strengthened in Poland. So, the national direction
was given a democratic character. That is why it was of special impor-
tance for Georgian publicists to observe the developments in Poland
and to provide this information to Georgian readers. Georgian print
media, by publishing materials depicting everyday life in Poland, on the
one hand expressed solidarity with Poles, on the other hand, tried to
arouse national sentiments among Georgians in order to protect their
own identity.

As for the materials of the Georgian press of the Soviet period,
the publications reflect only the political situation of interest to the
Soviet government and have a tendency character. This indicates the
special interest of the press of Soviet Georgia regarding the political
events in Poland. This is due to the fact that there are periods when
there is no information about Poland on the newspaper pages at all.
The Soviet Bolshevik government cannot adapt to the existence of an
independent Polish Menshevik state. Despite the fact that the process
of grouping/regrouping, weakening/strengthening of states was of equal

interest to Poland, the Soviet Union, England, France, Germany, taking
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this into account, interesting materials depicting the struggle of Poles
to preserve their independence have been published in the press.
Although the material is not an expression of solidarity with
the Polish people, but it shows how the Polish state is getting stron-
ger, how the national hero Jézef Pilsudski is building a strong govern-
ment, how he is creating a strong army to protect the territorial iden-
tity or to return the historical territories, the situation after Pilsudski
is not really impressive. Poland again becomes a victim of the imperi-

alist goals of two empires, the Soviet Union-Germany.
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