dItm (1038 BbotHO0B30UD() ;‘
|

Joe ()LL) 30603
hJdL000)IH0) d(MN3BI3OL 3335 3() |
|
if




Lodgbog@m Lg@os

JoAM IR0 IAM(MdS KRS 30LO ORKIBGS(MdO:
0R3J3Jb0, KLOFSMKRMISBO, 3I0GIBG0ISO

Gmdo III

Scientific Series

GEORGIAN COMMUNITY AND ITS IDENTITY:
IDEAS, SYMBOLS, PERCEPTIONS

Volume III



Mariam Chkhartishvili

Georgian Ethnie

in the Epoch of Religious Conversion

Thilisi
Universali

2009



350053 Abos®Eodgoemo

Joomgao gmbog
@geog0mo dmgi3ggol g3mgsdo

ndogrolio

9b0gg@ Lo
2009



33930L  goggll  Foddmoagbl  gmbog,  @mdgmoE  dobsbagmdos
05bodgdmgg Lodsdmggaml Ggmodm@osby, Gmam@E dol sedmbsgmgmn, olyg
Eobogangm  bofomdo.  Jodomgro oym o8 goHoméols  mgombobgefmegds, Gog
‘d9damddo blgbgdyaro 9mbogygdo X930l dog® 3MbBOM@ oM gdowo
BIHoGM@00l  sedbodgbga  Fg@dobops3  odze. Limoge  gmbog  Jodoeols
55630050950l Ygogase  X-XI Loygybggddo  Foddmodgs  IBgo3y oo
bm@Eosggo Yagdogamdols dJmby BB ggenm-ymayfB5030 oby
3M93mEgabygmo  Jodmymo bsgos , boaem XIX boygybgdo o3 ggbob3bganls
©59789dbs  dmEg@bymo  Jo@mygmo  bsEos. GMamO3  gomgddog® @
009bBMdaby  s@dmEgbgdymo  ymggmo  hggb-xaganobsngol, Js@mygmo  gmbogl
5bg30m5@gd0lomgolo oo d60dgbgamds  dJmbps  dgmogosl.  Imdizgg00
JO0oLE0sbMdsbY g0 LOgmose aoblsgynm®gdygamo Gmao 0msdsds oo FOmmdols
boby®daog 30m3gLbdo. J@olGosbobsEools dgdegy Jodmgmmds gmbogd Lsgyms®o
0530l dmob@gds  sofym  Abmgmoml  Loghemyd  3960®do  33bmgmgd
256boggmegdgmo dobool dJmbg gOmMdsE. Ggmopogo dmd3ggs ogm Idmsgdo
bm@osgygdo  aodmfggge. 356 godmsgmobs  gmbogy®o xa9nol oo ‘dobsysbo
9694305, GMdgaoiE sobobs gmboggmo @hgyamdols ogmemyosdo. gl 3o, msgols
db@og, owdmbbps  ddsgomo  Loygybol  gobdsgemmdsdo  Jo@dmymo  gmbogls
>Mohgg e gdM0go 3obyMmdmdsmdbols s d9gymdol yobdadodmdgdgamo gsd@mo.

8odmyganggs  s@ol bsfFoao 3Gmydobs, Gmdgaron  sobbmmgogares  bbos
Jo@mggarcgnmzgool, FgdsboBodyamo s  bogosarydo  dycbog@gdgdol  qmboob
(Babomoggaol qmbool) gGsbGomn Ne 005-08.

The study is focused on the ethnie inhabiting the territory of contemporary Georgia, its
both eastern and western parts. Kartli was the self-designation of that community, which later
became the term denoting the territory controlled by the ethnic group in question. It was the
development of ethnie Kartli that in the 10™-11" cc yielded in the emergence of Sakartvelo-
community, characterized of firm inner links, that is, the pre-modern Georgian nation, and, in
the 19" c, the latter served as a basis for the modern Georgian nation. Like every community,
based upon collective cultural identity, religion was of great significance for the development
of the Georgian ethnie. The conversion into Christianity played a particular role in the long-
term process of its shaping. After Christianization, the Georgian ethnie started to conceptualize
itself as a community of a particular mission living in the world’s sacral center. Religious
conversion was a powerful social challenge. It disclosed the great intrinsic energy of the ethnic
group, reflected in the ideology of ethnic election. And that, in its turn, appeared to be the
determining factor of the Georgian ethnie’s unparalleled continuity and durability over many
centuries.

The present research is a part of the project, implemented with the support of the Grant
No 005-08 received from the LEPL Foundation for Georgian Studies, Humanities and Social
Sciences (Rustaveli Foundation).
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coBpemeHHUKOB (Exempla XIII Bexa). M.: Mckyccrso, 1989, c. 141.
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TBOPUECTBA U MPEAMET HCTOpUUecKoro ucciaenosanus. Meporomnus. MccnenoBanue
CakKpalbHBIX IpOCTpaHcTB. Marepuansl MexayHapoaaoro cumnosuyma (Penakrop-
cocraBurenb A.M. JIunos). M.: Panynuna, 2004, c. 15.
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231 M. Bacci. Relics and Holy Icons as historical mementoes: The idea of the
Apostolicity in Constantinople and Rome. 11" —13"centuries. Pemuxeun B
HCKYCCTBE M KyJIbType BOCOTOUHOXPUCTHAHCKOTO Mupa. Te3ucsl HOKIAI0B H
MaTepHanbl MexIyHapoaHoro cuMmnosuyma (Penakrop-coctaButens A. M. JIunos).
M.: Pangynmua, 2000, c. 32; A.JL baranoB. MogenupoBaHue CakpajJbHOTO
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HCKYCCTBE M KyJIbType BOCOTOUYHOXPUCTHAHCKOTO Mupa. Te3ucsl MOKIAI0B H
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SUMMARY IN ENGLISH

Individual parts of the present book were published in various years as
scholarly papers and conference presentations. The transformation of the
received results into a monograph became possible by means of the
intensive activities within the framework of the grant from the LEPL
Foundation for Georgian Studies, Humanities and Social Sciences
(Rustaveli Foundation).

The study was focused on the ethnie inhabiting the territory of
contemporary Georgia, its both eastern and western parts. Kartli was the
self-designation of that community, which later became the term denoting
the territory controlled by the ethnic group in question. It was the
development of ethnie Kartli that in the 10" —11"cc yielded in the
emergence of Sakartvelo-community, characterized of firm inner links, that
is, the pre-modern Georgian nation, and, in the 19“‘, the latter served as a
basis for the modern Georgian nation.

Thus, ethnie Kartli has been an ethnic core of the national community
which is presently referred to as the Georgian nation.

Ethnie Kartli is just a single, a rather advanced stage in terms of
development in the Georgian ethnical history. Earlier and also rather
developed stages as well as the fact of the ‘birth’ of the community have
been associated with the very distant past.

Like every community, based upon collective cultural identity,
religion was of great significance for the development of the Georgian
ethnie. The conversion into Christianity played a particular role in the long-
term process of its shaping. Christianity started to spread in Georgia since
the 1* ¢, and, historical sources allow the assumption of the existence of
either social groups or individual people as followers of this religion inside
the Georgian ethnie in the 1% — 3" cc. However, Christianity became an
experience of the whole community only after it was declared an official
religion of the Georgian state, which took place in 326. Only from this
period of time it is reasonable to speak about the impulse of Christianity in
the history of the Georgian ethnie, as an integral social organism.

The integration of the Georgian ethnic community into the Christian
ecumene and its immediate vis-a-vis links with other peoples enhanced the
sentiments of intra-group solidarity and intensified the ethnic consolidation
process. Besides, the making of Christianity as an ideological basis of
identity qualitatively changed the character of intra-group social bonds:
from a kinship based closed community, the Georgian ethnie started to
transform into an inclusive we-group, being oriented toward the acceptance
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of outsiders. Christianity also changed the cultural and political orbit of the
Georgian ethnie. As is known, the notions of the western and the eastern
have been the concepts of distinct cultural implications and covering
various geographical areas in various epochs. Christianity has unarguably
been one of the salient characteristics of westernness. In late Antiquity,
when Kartli was converted, the West was personified by Christian Rome,
while the East — by the Zoroastric Iranian Empire. Of the two, the Georgian
community chose the former irrespective of the fact that, at the time, Kartli
was the country, undergoing from both the deep cultural and political
influence on the part of Iran. Because the ethnie Kartli was a social
organism of salient identity, despite political pressures, it managed not to
merge with the Iranian cultural space, and applied to Christianity in order to
save its own identity. Hence, the first step towards the European future,
being justly set forward as the only possible future for Georgians
(Mr. Mikheil Saakashvili, President of Georgia, said: “The only future for
Georgia is its European future”), was made in the 4" ¢, when Georgian
identity was still at the stage of its ethnic development.

King Mirian was the principal actor of the religious conversion.
Irrespective of the fact that he was a Persian prince by ethnic origin, it was
him who decided to detach the Kingdom of Kartli from the Iranian world,
and managed to bring it to the haven of the Christian world.

The present study deals with this extraordinary decision and with King
Mirian, this extraordinary person of Late Antiquity. The work is an attempt
to track the mental process: the gradual shaping of the decision of religious
transformation in the mind of the supreme authority of Kartli, its acceptance,
and, finally, ideological projects following the realization, and the impact of
those facts on the consolidation of the Georgian ethnie.

The solution of the ambitious objective in point has been possible
owing to the authenticity of the principal source of the research, the earliest
and most comprehensive version of the hagiographic work describing the
life of the woman who converted Georgians The Life of St. Nino: it was
written almost simultaneously during the fact of the conversion of Kartli.
This very work and also very informative The Lives of Georgian Kings, by
Leonti Mroveli, Georgian historian of the 11" ¢, make it possible to track
the development of the Georgian ethnie in the epoch in point.

The reconstructions of the facts, associated with the history of
religious transformation, have been presented in Chapters III, IV, and V.
Two introductory chapters serve as keys for them.

The earlier one tells about the theoretical foundation of the research,
and the definition of the principal concept ethnie. The author is not aimed at
initiating any new social theory. She defines nation and the phenomenon of
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ethnie, as closely associated with it, in the framework of the ethno-
symbolist paradigm, viz., the author takes the works by British scholar
A.D. Smith as a basis. Only sometimes she creatively elaborates some of
the proposed tenets. The principal message of the present chapter is that
ethnie is a community based upon collective cultural identity, that is, it is
essentially a cultural construct, irrespective of the fact that, in ethnic
perceptions, alongside with the assumption of cultural uniqueness, a great
place has been occupied the belief in common origin. For ethnie, as well as
for nation subjective factors are principal: common values, memories,
symbols. The present chapter emphasizes this very tenet, as far as, for the
Georgian reader, having been used to discourse in the framework of Marxist
sociology and to the idea that, in social development, the decisive factor is,
speaking in the terms of that sociology, ‘basis’ (and not a ‘superstructure’),
the statement of the issue in this way is somehow non-expectable.

Chapter II briefly render the history of Georgian identity. It is aimed at
creating the appropriate historical context for the ethnie Kartli, the object of
the study. Considerations have been focused upon the self-designation, as a
particularly peculiar marker of collective cultural identity, as far as it
reflects the perception of the essence of inner social bonds and the
recognition of the fact of being together by community members. The
analysis of the issue in point starts with the term Sakartvelo (Georgia),
referring today both the national community, and the territory inhabited by
the community in question. The discussion on the designation of an
individual member of the community Kartveli (Georgian) follows the
analysis of the term Sakartvelo. This is the way, that is, from the present
day, from the better known and from the immediately experienced,
considerations transfer to an earlier period. It has become clear that,
following the community development, perceptions of identity markers,
both the terms denoting the whole Georgian community and its individual
members underwent changes. The formal analyses of presently existing
terms and the consideration of historical realia allow the reconstruction of
earlier designations. Sakartvelo, that is, the unity of Kartvelis (Georgians),
as a designation of the community have emerged only since a certain period
of time. Earlier, the designation for the community was the above-
mentioned Kartli, referring to the unity of Karts; much earlier, Kari or its
phonetic variety Koli occurred. It is interesting that the earlier designation
of the Georgian community can be detected by means of the morphological
and phonetical analyses of its present designation, this indicating to the
continuous development of Georgian identity from the ethnic level to the
national one. Definitely, the emergence of such modifications of a self-
designation has not been just a linguistic phenomenon; this fact reflects the
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fundamental change in the essence of inner social bonds and its perception
by group members. The filling of the term Kartveli (Georgian) with ethnic
meaning has been a comparatively later phenomenon. Earlier, the term
referred to territorial and political identities. This is the meaning attested in
the principal source of the present study, the earliest version of The Life of
St. Nino. It is very interesting that, even since Late Antiquity, Georgian
society overtly divided between the collective cultural (ethnic) identity, that
is kartoba (being a Kart), and the political and territorial identity, that is,
kartveloba (being a Kartvelian/Georgian). Morphologically, Kartveli refers
to one’s origin and implies an individual’s link to a certain territory, while
Karti refers to an individual’s inclusion in a community. The present
chapter sheds light on numerous other similar details associated with the
history of Georgian identity and the self-designation of the Georgian
community.

Chapter III is aimed at reconstructing the history of Georgians’
religious practices, more exactly, of the official cult before Christianity. The
sources, applied by the author here, have been representative for the goal in
question; specifically, the historical chronicle of The Conversion of Kartli
and The Lives of Georgian Kings by Leonti Mroveli, one of the compilers of
medieval Georgian historiographic anthology The Life of Kartli. As already
noted, the latter was written in the e c; however, it is unarguable that its
details and rather worthwhile information have been based on earlier
sources. As for The Conversion of Kartli, its primary version was written in
the 5% ¢, and its introductory part, that is, the historical chronicle, seems to
have originated from a certain unknown historical source of the pagan times.
The said sources wide open a rather interesting picture of the history of the
Georgian official cult: under Mirian, the pagan pantheon included seven
idols. In that pantheon, the first idols were Gats and Gatsa; they were
brought from his native Arian-Kartli by King Azo, the founder of the
Kingdom of Kartli, with the center in Mtskheta. They were the deities of
distinct genders, as it has convincingly been demonstrated in the
dissertation by N. Nikolozishvili. It can be assumed that they were Azo’s
family idols, that is, the ancestral cult: initial man and initial woman — Gats
and Gatsa (the phonetic varieties of these names are k’aci and k’aca, the
Georgian words for man and woman, respectively). Another King from
Mtskheta, Parnavaz, who, according to Leonti Mroveli forcefully deprived
Azo of power, retained those idols, but changed their essence: when he
placed the idol of Armazi between them, Gats and Gatsa were in fact seen
as subordinate deities, and the fact, that they were a divine couple, should
have been faded for that time. The direct heir of Parnavaz (according to
other sources, his direct heir and the heir of his heir) erected the idols of
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Ainina and Danina (Danana, according to other sources). They seem to be
the idols of two different hypostases of Nana/Nina, the widespread mother
goddess in ancient times. They do not seem to be among the servant deities
of Armazi (they were erected apart), but do not seem to be juxtaposed with
it. Later, King Parnajom (IT half of 2" ¢ BC) attempted to create an
alternative of Armazi. It was idol Zaden, erected on the other mountain.
Later, the said King admitted his being a fire-worshipper and started to
condemn the idols openly. The chronicler demonstrates that, natives or
citizens of Kartli (population in the possession of land), did not tolerate the
condemnation of the idols, as far as the natives seemed to have been a
religiously marked community, that is, the idols were perceived as their
primary identity markers. Parnajom was killed; neither his son was made a
King, despite of his promises not to revenge and to bring back the religion
of the ancestors. Evidently enough, Parnajom’s attempt to substitute
idolatry for zoroastrism reflected the already-existing religious crisis,
having been in effect for many centuries later and ended only after the
introduction of Christianity. Both sources tell about Parnajom’s 16
successor Kings not a single word about their religious activities. Only in
the 3" ¢, King Rev the True, who, according to the chronicler, had some
information about the Christian Gospel, expressed his skepticism toward
idols by forbidding to sacrifice humans to them (first-born children were
sacrificed). This unprecedented revolutionary act was realized by Rev
(seemingly, fearing Parnajom’s story) within the conditions of idolistic
balancing: his Greek wife brought from Greece the idol of Aphrodite and
erected it. It was the last idol to be added to the Georgian official pagan
pantheon. Thus, the Georgian official pagan religion was totally eclectic, an
aggregate of spontaneously established beliefs. Irrespective of this, it occurs
as the most significant marker of the Georgian ethnicity in the Antiquity
epoch.

Chapter IV continues the observations of identity perceptions. This
time, it dwells upon the period immediately preceding the conversion. The
reconstruction, presented in this chapter, has totally been based upon the
authentic source The Life of St. Nino. The said source has always been
applied for the reconstruction of the conversion of Kartli; however, it has
never been considered (with the exception of the papers by the author of the
present book) with respect to the history of Georgian identity, as far as, in
Georgian historiography, the problem of the study of the identity
development of Georgians was not posed at all. While the previous chapter
dealt with only a religious marker of Georgian identity, the present chapter
views all information, preserved in the source, with respect to all major
ethnic markers, viz., the essence of intra-group bonds, language, religion,
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territory, common destiny, perceptions of others by members of the we-
group under analysis. It has been established, that the earliest version of The
Life of St. Nino presents a number of ethnic dimensions and evidences the
clear-cut ethnic consciousness of the Georgian community. The said
circumstances indicate to the high level of the intra-group consolidation. It
seems that for the moment of observation, ethnic sentiments were
aggravated. Thus, the research, presented in Chapters III and IV, makes it
salient that, in the conversion epoch, the Georgian community should be
defined as an ethnie on the scale of collective cultural identity.

Chapter V deals with the religious transformation process proper. The
present chapter consists of three sections. As is well known historically, the
contents of religious reforms and in their implementations are particularly
influenced not only by originating social settings, but also by personal
features of reformers. Various details of their biographies sometimes
become an intensifier for a society’s deep mental transformation process.
Based on this postulate, Section 1 deals with the reconstruction of Mirian’s
portrait. The earlier part of the section discusses the views in the specialist
literature concerning the issue of Mirian’s origin. It is noteworthy that the
data concerning this fact in the historical chronicle The Conversion of Kartli
and in The Lives of Georgian Kings do not coincide. According to The
Conversion of Kartli, Mirian’s father was Lev, while according to Leonti
Mroveli, he was an illegitimate child of Iranian Shah. A greater part of
scholars think that the latter information is unreal and is a fiction by a
Georgian chronicler in order to glorify the King of Kartli (G. Melikishvili,
D. Muskhelishvili, L. Janashia, and others), and actually Mirian’s father
was the Georgian King Lev. The fact, that the name of Mirian’s son was
Rev/Lev, has been another argument for the proponents of the former
version. V. Goiladze also considers that the information was faked, but tries
to find a realistic historical foundation for the fiction. In the process of
explanation, the scholar in fact creates an alternative narrative of the source,
which cannot be justified. An alternative narrative of the source is also
proposed by M. Sanadze, who regards the reign of an Iranian prince in
Kartli convincing, but, in the author’s opinion, everything, what is written
about Mirian in The Lives of Georgian Kings, should be associated with his
father Rev. Referring to M. Andronikashvili, the scholar thinks that Rev, as
an abstracted form of Rev Niz (meaning ‘true, depressor of lie’) was an
attribute and not a proper name of a certain Iranian prince, for instance,
Iranian Shah Hormizd-Ardashir’s son Hormizdak. M. Sanadze’s
considerations contain a number of noteworthy observations provoking an
interesting direction of research; however, distancing from the source in the
way that what is said about one person can be attributed to another, does not
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seem convincing owing to the circumstances that the data, provided in the
source do not contain any inner controversies; in other words, according to
the principle of “the presumption of innocence” of the source, there are no
grounds to question it. Therefore, the author of the present book accepts
L. Pataridze’s approach, according to which just Mirian is a representative
of Iran’s royal family. Being a son of a Persian King in the political space,
to which Kartli belonged, was a basis for royal legitimacy. The conception
in point should have been created in the epoch of Persia’s political strength
(in other periods of time it loses sense). The only problem, associated with
L. Pataridze’s approaches, has been that it does not provide any explanation
for Lev’s personality in The Conversion of Kartli.

The author of the present book tries to interpret in a novel way the data
about Mirian from the both existing sources. She demonstrates that there are
no controversies concerning Mirian’s origin between the said sources. Vice
versa, they complete each other. The most significant issue for the solution
of the problem is the stumbling-block associated with the information about
Lev. Scholars call him a King; however the source does not refer to him as
such. The principal information associated with him is that he is Mirian’s
father. His particular role in Mirian’s life has been demonstrated by the fact
that the name of Mirian’s elder son is Rev/Lev. According to Leonti
Mroveli, Mirian was very young when he was brought to Kartli and
Mirvanoz was appointed a regent; that is, on the one hand, it is a fact that
Mirian had a regent, and, on the other, as is known, a regent was normally
an artificially related person, same as a foster father. By considering the
practice, wide-spread in the Persian world, according to which an
individual’s name was his/her attribute and, hence, an individual had a
number of names and attributes, it is not hard to identify Murvanoz and Rev
with each other. Both of them can be assumed as attributes reflecting
religious identity. The complete form of Rev, as it was already mentioned,
means Depressor of lie, while Mirvanoz means Defender of Mithra, that is,
a follower, like Mirian or Mihran — associated with Mithra. Perhaps, Lev is
the same as Mirvanoz: Mirvanoz could be a familial name or, what is more
likely, a nickname, an attribute. However, it is also possible that Mirian had
various regents at various periods of time, i.e. after Mirvanoz, Rev could
have been appointed a regent, to whom, as to a foster father, Mirian was
particularly grateful, that was reflected in the fact he gave the same name to
his first son.

Mirian appeared to occupy the throne of Kartli as a result of the
political compromise, in accordance to which Georgians would accept an
Iranian prince to reign provided that he would retain their idols, that is, their
identity. The outcome of the said compromise seemed to be viewed by both
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parties in their favor. Iran supposed to peacefully, gradually integrate
politically subdued Kartli in the Iranian cultural space, while Kartli strived
to save its identity on the international arena until a more favorable situation.
The expectation of the latter was justified; however, everything happened in
a different way that it had been planned by Kartlian authorities: Georgian
identity survived, but not owing to maintaining of idols, rather by way of
their withdrawal and implementation of Christianity. At first, Mirian
followed both religions, Kartlians’ idols and zoroastrism, as many other in
the Georgian political elite of the time. However, Mirian adhered to
Georgian identity, he forgot his native language and learnt Georgian. Mirian
posed the enhancement of Georgian identity as a goal of his activities,
which was manifested by the fact that he decorated the grave of Parnavaz,
an actual founder of the Georgian state with the center in Mskheta. He
started to decorate idols, and systematized the Georgian pagan pantheon. He
gave the Armazi cult service impressive performative character. He himself
seemed to be the supreme priest, and at the holiday of Armazi, which he
conducted together with Queen Nana, seemingly a supreme priestess, he
personified Armazi. Meanwhile, Mirian kept being loyal to fire-
worshipping, the religion of his forefathers, that is, Persians. Mirian’s
perception of the world, simultaneously being a follower of Armazi cult and
a fire-worshipper, should have been close to atheism, like the world
perception of the majority of the population of the ethnie Kartli in the
period immediately preceding the conversion. The Georgian community
was poly-confessional. Alongside with the followers of Armazi cult, all
urban centers had a synagogue and a sanctuary of firewhoshippers. The
Persian prince’s acceptance of Georgian identity was one more
confirmation of the maturity of Georgian identity in the period immediately
preceding the conversion. This fact makes it clear that, whoever would be in
charge of the Georgian community, even a representative of the Iranian
royal family, like Mirian, he would become a carrier of Georgian identity
and would act in the interests of the we-group founded on this identity. The
said fact seems to have been appropriately conceptualized in the ruling
circles of Iran after Mirian’s case. Therefore, in following periods, Iran did
not deal with supreme authorities of Kartli and did not hope to peacefully
integrate it into the Iranian world; rather it opposed Kings of Kartli and acts
in unison with breakaway regional rulers of the Kingdom of Kartli.

Section 2 of the present chapter dwells upon the so far spared facts in
specialist literature., viz., Mirian’s intermediary religious project which he
designed after the unexpected destruction of the idols of Armazi, Gats and
Gatsa as a result of the thunder-strike (according to a hagiographer, it was a
result of St. Nino’s prayers to God) before the conversion of Kartli. The
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plan was aimed at reanimating the pagan cult by means of a woman
missionary who, in that period, owing to her innocent way of life and to her
ability to cure without medicines, had become very popular among the
population of Kartli, so much that she had acquired some attributes of the
pagan mother deity. It is no accident that her name Nino coincides with the
name of that woman deity. Both then and presently the root nn, arranged
with various vowels, denote mother in Georgian. Hence, the woman
missionary was referred to as Nino, that is mother, like the mother deity.
Those circumstances seem to have aroused in Mirian an idea offer to the
Christian missionary a socially very respectable position of a priestess of
Armazi, that is, of Mother-Nurturer, same as Nino, and thus to give a new
life to Georgian paganism. Nino has been an attribute of a woman
missionary, meaning ‘mother’, and not a proper name, as it was asserted by
most of scholars. Ninos, that is, priestesses, that is, mothers, seemed to have
constituted the suite of the queen, that is, the supreme priestess. Nana too,
like Nino, refers to ‘mother’ in regional varieties of Georgian. It is
noteworthy that even her Christian disciples referred to the woman
missionary as Mother that is Nino. Such kinship terms have been peculiar as
address forms in Christian communities, as far as those communities,
despite of the fact they have emerged by way of overcoming kinship
identity, become similar to this kind of we-groups. The same section
discusses the folklore data telling about the life of the enlightener of
Georgians in a mountain cave for some time, and about how she facilitated
to the emergence of a miraculous spring to cure the mothers unable to
breastfeed. Mountain, cave, and, particularly, milk have been the
paradigmatic images of sustainable associative bonds with Mother Deity.
The analyses of the texts of various versions of The Life of St. Nino
demonstrates that the episode with milk, having been preserved only in
folklore data, must have been also in written sources, that is, in versions of
The Life of St. Nino, however, it must have been deleted later. It probably
happened due to its rather salient associative link to the pagan woman deity,
one of the primary attributes of whom was to grant milk, that is,
breastfeeding. The conceptualization of a woman missionary as a mother
has been noteworthy in terms of observing the process of substituting
Christianity for paganism in the collective memory. The position of the
image of the pagan woman deity Nana/Nina, that is, Breastfeeding Mother,
has been occupied by that of the Christian enlightener woman, also referred
to as mother, that is Nino i.e. grantor of milk.

Section 3 of the present chapter is divided into two parts. The earlier
one reflects upon the ideology of Georgians’ electivity. As it has been
established in specialist literature (A. Smith, and others), myths of ethnic
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election are of utmost significance for the self-preservation of ethnies.
Hence, the issue in question has been studied with special interest. Up to
recently, the emergence of Georgian messianism has been associated with
the Bagrationi dynasty, and, thus, its appearance was assumed much later
than the conversion of Georgians. However, it has been established that, in
the in the epoch of the conversion to Christianity, the ideology of Georgian
particularity emerged (that is, a myth of ethnic election, as such thought
systems have been referred to in theoretical literature). The epoch of the
religious conversion is a quite appropriate period of time for the emergence
of such phenomenon, as far as the conversion changed the very essence of
Georgian we-group. The Armazian community (the exclusive kinship-based
unity marked by Armazi religion) was transformed into an inclusive
spiritual communion  in Christ. For the Christianized Georgian ethnie,
having found itself in the Christian ecumene, that is, in the homogeneous
religious space, the sentiments of intra-group solidarity became stronger,
and the problem of finding its own place in that ecumene emerged. It tried
to solve the problem by means of cultivating the ideology of ethnic election,
first of all, inside the unity itself. Based on the earliest version of Th Life of
St. Nino, the present section reconstructs the ideology of Georgian ethnic
election. It has been established that it consisted of three mutually
associated assertions: after Christ’s Crucifixion, Jews were deprived of
Lord’s mercy (1); the mercy went to the until then unknown nation,
Georgians, hence, assuming the position of chosen people in new times (2);
the fact that Lord’s Robe was buried in Mtskheta, Georgian capital, was an
illustration of Lord’s particular attitude to Georgians and their global
mission in future (3). The ideology of Georgians’ ethnic election has been
immediately based on the Holy Writ. It has been one of the oldest Christian
ideologies of ethnic election. It has no traces of the impact on the part of
Constantine the Great’s political theology, as far as it was in the making
almost simultaneously with the latter.

The new conception of community under the consideration and the
ideology of ethnic election were closely associated with a novel view of the
territory controlled by the ethnie Kartli. The land owned by this “special
people” was conceptualized as an appropriate space for the “special”
mission. As far as the land of the capital Mtskheta kept Lord’s Robe, the
most significant Christian “contact” relic, it seemed to be assumed a center
of the ecumene. The design of the royal garden, where the Robe was buried,
corresponded to its super-sacral significance. By means of mental images,
principal markers of the apocalyptic mystic city — Heavenly Jerusalem were
reproduced. However, this hierotopic project by King Mirian, happened to
carry of a dangerous social charge due to its chiliastic hints in the world
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perception. Already in lifetime of Rev, Mirian’s son, it was substituted by a
more moderate project, presenting Mstkheta as a replica of earthly
Jerusalem by means of repeating of the Christian place-names of historical
Jerusalem.

The aspiration to found “New Jerusalem” looks rather strange from the
viewpoint of the present-day social life, however, the deeper we go into the
essence of the phenomenon in point, the closer we have a look at its societal
function, the better it is demonstrated that such an activity is essentially a
manifestation of a social universal, and, in a way, is associated with the
issue of the legitimacy of the supreme authority. The theme of the
sacralization of kingship was central to mediaeval political theology. The
divine origin and sacrality of this institution have been differently
substantiated in various cultures. In Christian societies, the concept of “New
Jerusalem” was an important means to argument ideologically a
displacement of the world’s sacral center. That was essential in order to
illustrate the legitimacy of governance: only from a sacral center (in the
Christian worldview, Jerusalem was unconditionally assumed as the world’s
sacral center) it was possible to rule. Mechanisms for the legitimacy of
authorities have been particularly essential properties for every society. One
of the premises of the sustainability of a group was we-group members’
loyalty to a King. Therefore, in the age of the religious transformation, the
regulation of the issue was of an essential significance. Those problems
were solved in the framework of the hierotopic project, proposed by Mirian.

As is seen, after Christianization, the Georgian ethnie started to
conceptualize itself as a unity of a particular mission living in the world’s
sacral center. Neither economics, nor military strength, nor any other
material resource could play a more significant role for the sustainability of
the Georgian ethnie than that perception of peculiarity, cultivated among the
members of we-group in the age of religious transformation by means of
extraordinarily subtle projects. Religious conversion was a powerful social
challenge. It disclosed the great intrinsic energy of the ethnic group,
reflected in the myth of ethnic election and in the belief of the unique
mission. And that, in its turn, appeared to be the determining factor of the
Georgian ethnie’s unparalleled continuity and durability over many
centuries.

The mental transformation, having followed the religious conversion
and having laid the foundation to the qualitatively new stage of its
consolidation, was thus penetrating and overwhelming for the Georgian
community.
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