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900mns M38mgbodg 3sbbbgaggdmmesw. s6sbymmdn, dsgsmomsm, oMol Jgdwg-
absomog: ,qbg oRoemol 658938, Babmb oMol dmgigze, mgmbBo 3MmggmB8sb
sBgMs.%, 3M0080bgmemdo: ,oMRomol 658938 s gggms (3bmEMgds @S Babmb Jom-
ool 8mg393d mgmb@o 3Mmggmsdsb. gsbs sby gbgms”. 3madosdgomabgmeda:
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8bgggmmdabab. ab. dsgamomaw, 8. Bbam@Bndgama, d. 3s60s. FJommzgmas bozombacn-
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a general index, London and New-York, 1894, 623.
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92 A. M. Nnpos. MpocmpaHcmeeHHble UKOHbl. YydomeopHoe Oelicmeo ¢ Oduzumpueli
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PagyHuua, 2004, a3. 115.

93 M. Bacci. Relics and Holy Icons as historical mementoes: The idea of the Apostolici-
ty in Constantinople and Rome. 11" — 13 centuries. PeNIMKBUM B UCKYCCTBE M KyNbType
BOCOTOYHOXPUCTUAHCKOTO MMpa. Te3ncbl AOKNAA0B WM MaTepuanbl MeXAYHapOoAHOro
cumnosunyma (Pegaktop-coctasutens A. M. Jingos). Mocksa, PagyHuua, 2000, c. 32,;
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94 A. M. Inpos. Mockea He cmosnbko Tpemuli Pum, ckonbko Bmopol Mepycanum. NHTepBbIO
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»3(350000%. 300093 3oMI30, I33mg3oM0 5 33998690, MHMI L~
&, dob (390 MGy gomhbos gd30, MM afo mMInb-
0 9bs gmxaemogm 33l 0sbssg@mtn sbdsbols dggdbsdn o
396y sbgmom ,(36m“ 30009(3 030. gb o0l s gb 83 ,mgmmonb®
oMbo. gL ,0gmENs®, (3bans, dognMmabs s amo Mm@Indral dgb-
obgd 39Maoxgmb 396 93830(390L. 3obn Fobsbns Jofoyyman 563560l
bo63mdmdals Joorgemo 396L00b, Gmdgmog o3 Bod@L dg. 6. V-l
LL sosMnmgdl, Momymes s dab Labsszmme Jofoyymo 56ds6al
0Ly bsbsdn dggdbals memdsbg cgambsdmabols dgdmmsgs-
Bgdos. dogmmnb aobowgds, 93 3gMomelb Jotmmol Mm@ nmme
30mb9390by Lamdatn &. ba@znmszsl 0dobsmgal bgaMogds, Gmd
Jofonggmads Ladmgsmgdsd, Mmdgmoacy domnsb 6B gMgLgdMemo
o3 Lognmbom, o 0gMdbml b 3l 080l godm, MmMA brgds Jo-
oo 3@l ¢8603369mm3s69L0 dgamnl dg00 bamzmboom
»@00BOMasBM3905“.  ogdg6@gdal oMJmbal obedamosgsm 6.
by@30mags  Bomdmaagbl dommnsh 3Gsgm  obin@bgdl, m3d-
mgda(3, oEmemns, JoMoemoa s6dsbnl obgmEasl < 393d0Mwgds,
3533 Loy oM 91393d0Mgds b. br@(znmagsl mzambabmabol
00598 30(3900b5030L s9)(30madge M MIbES(305L.

117 3. bygMomosgs. Jo@oraemo sbmdmogmamo 363560 s dobo sg&mmgdo: 85396 oo
2860 m%30Bo0 ", mdamobo, 2008, a3. 76.
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5dob dabggms oM Mbws dbgmn ymgnmoym ndgzemom o=
33063900 333mmag3tnbamgol, Mmammog Mg396%90@0s. dabo
sBMmmMzgabgds b, byyMzomagsl  mgambsbmaboo (6(083@0(3
30093 gfobgm mbws as303gmEm, bsdwmgomom o6 dndshbos
83(36036@@0@), aEbmgmo  sg@mMobs s b, byMzamogol
035mbadEobol  mebbzgomal god@oo dgmbos  asdmbggmemo.
0dg3oMom, 69696M0g500 dngnzsMm 0d YY3bmgm s3@mMMedwy(3,
mdgmog 6. bogmemmbadgamol dogH 3. byMznmagsbosb gm-
03 Jomommon 36dsbol dgbsbgd sbamo mgmeonl dgddbgmac
Lobgmmogds.

356339990 06gM@s(300 53 33&™MEMNL dgbobgd Mg(396D0sdn(s
M0l dmygsboemon. 30 o3 6sdHMAL Mdnsmmme asbznbomsgwoy,
30bs BsMdmgooanbmo ob LbmMgwm Mg(396D96@)0L mzsmnm wo-
bobmmo. G9(396D96@0 Mo30006 Im3maw godmb393L Bogbol
dnbosmbl, dgMg 30 Im3ysglb s38mbatnwo 83 boabowasb, Hmdgmacs
3Mb3Mg&mmom ds39ML dggbgdo:

01339, dognMal, GmamE sbmImogMmo 86dsbol dgdmd-
390l g3m3gs 330c o6 obfmmadams. 2014 Bgmb, dgbng
by@omegobagseb LEmos ©sdmy3ogdman 33539 sDMadwy
3030005  gaemnsmenol 1boggMbn@g@ ol 3Mmggbmmo busb
b. gmombog@a (Juan Signes Codoner, ,New Alphabets for the
Christian Nations: Frontier Strategies in the Byzantine Common-
wealth between the 4th and 10th Centuries”, 6oa6do New Per-
spectives on Late Antiquity in the Eastern Roman Empire, 2014).
39MdmE, b, 0ggmgsb @ ab@mmogm @8 JYmGIOI o
@570l 30MgdMnb@nobymo bsbol MMl 0339600l sedm-
Logmgo LadrgMgddy, Bnwal ©ob33bsdwy, MM o3 gdmgs-
do 033g60s Byzg@L ©a3ymmdom m3gdlL o3 dndstimymgdom
o bymb mbymdl dgamdatin, JMab@osbo gfgdabmgol doma
96mM36mma LabgmdBogmb 3943bsL, 3o dmEnl, 3mEEG MG
035ebodEbom, dabombyfgdal 8gdzgmdbom. LEmMgL  sdnm
bLboL 89360960 JMabENENE ©3BgMHEmmdams dgddbal &3l
3@M9JM0bG0bmE g3mdedn. gb sdBgHEmMdgdos — 3M3Een,
bomomeo (gb@Msbagmm s 3abash 8mdwnbotyg ©ob. s 5xa.
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bofommo ©s36q9Mmmmdgda), Jotormmo, Lmdba@a, smdsbaa,
amogeo,  gonm3ymo (30’)30@0%36‘3@0 336[)00), bmdoy Mo,
Bobomgabmadymn A, sGedmmo s Ladb. s@madmma. 8nbbogg
053306039800, 03039 &9bab(300 gMdgmeagds Imagznsbgdomas,
mgbs d0DsbGogmn dobombgMgdo  3ofamg s dgomey
96m36mm ©e8bgMEmmdgdlL 1gdbosk Lrmoggdl gmsgmemogabs
s 3omoeasolb bobom. 3mbi@mg@mmen Joformm 96356 8-
RMobab b. 3mEmbogfn 5¢b0dbogl, MM Jotormmo s6bdsba
0E0 sedscmmdom bws 39436nmaym 3omgb@nbadn, Jotimgyg-
mo 3gmgdol 669dn, Lo Mdzgmabo Joogmo Bsmbgmgdas
ELENMJENmO. do3nEH0sb ©s353dofMgdom 3o ol Bgmb:
sUnfortunately, we lack any reference to a possible inventor of
Georgian letters, who could have promoted an adaptation of the
Greek alphabet to write his own language. Whoever he was and
wherever he conceived the adaptation, he must have relied on the
support of some Georgian prince, exactly as Mesrop did. And this
prince probably acted also in connection with the Romans. From a
solely typological point of view, a good candidate would be prince
Bacurius of Georgia, who is mentioned in many sources of the sec-
ond half of the 4th c., and acted as a general under the emperors
Valens and Theodosios I. Although usually considered a pagan
because of one letter Libanios addressed to him (no 1060, ed. Fo-
erster, 1921-1922), Bacurius could have later converted to Chris-
tianity for he visited the Church historian Rufinus several times in
his monastery at the Mount of Olives and was the source of the
historian’s account of Georgia’s conversion to Christianity. ”
»LBbMbIMME, B3ab of a35d3L SfvgomaMn (36mds  Jo-
ogmo  ©3369Mmmdab  dgbadmm 9934869y, 30boz dggd-
mm bgmo 3g9bym 396dbamn 963560l s@ad@sznnbogal bo-
Jaoat gbadg LabgMo. 3063 bws gmaggamoym s Lowsgs
mbs Rogrndfgdobs sad@o30s, 3ol Mbos 3Jmbmes goms(s
Joomzgmo oEgdgmoal dbsmoggms, Mmammi gb dgbMmads
a5039md. 5 gb ogdyema, dgbadmms, dmddgogdos, sbgsy,
m3o9madmsb dgmebbdgdom. oMbz dbmemmu Godmmmaon-
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M0 035mbsdMabom, s3obogal gofan 3oboos@n ndbgds Jo-
Bonggma Bmobbama dsgncabo, GmIgmo dg-4 Layznbab
3936 bystimdn ablgbogds o dbabaMgdos 3gbgfman 0d3gM-
SGMMYOMSL gomgblbobmeb s mgmomba I-msb. dogbgoszsem
0dobs, Hmd, hggmmgdog, dob Bomdsmmom donRbyzgb, mo-
dobombol 8ol 803t BabgMoma BgFomol gsdm (no 1060,
Foerster-ob gs8m(393s, 1921-1922), ds3a6ombo dgndmgdmas
dmga305b980m 3mgzgmmoym JHabGoobmdsedg, abmgobai ab
08009bxgM3g gb3ns 93mmgbool ab@mMagmb Gmegebabl dab
3mbobBgmdn  Bdgomnbboemal 8madg ©s aygm  abBmEngmboes
Bystim, Lodofmggmmb  JMab@nobmdseby dmgigzalb dgbobgd

“118

(36mdgdabs.

39 380J6™d, ©gEbal b0 MeMmadsbdo dmmmdwg LEmy-
MBorsE 36 5ol godm3gdgmo. 3mbiMgdmmaw, hgdn sdEMnm,
3M3LBMMd M0l Mmamadbnmo dgdgan saomo: “Unfortunately,
we lack any reference to a possible inventor of Georgian letters, who
could have promoted an adaptation of the Greek alphabet to write
his own language. Whoever he was and wherever he conceived the
adaptation, he must have relied on the support of some Georgian
prince, exactly as Mesrop did. And this prince probably acted also in
connection with the Romans. From a solely typological point of view,
a good candidate would be prince Bacurius of Georgia”. gb sgoo
Mbes 0mamadbmlb dgdmgabsnfaw: ,Lodbybatmu, Azgb oM azs-
43b 039 doomomgds Jotormma sbmgdol d93436gmalb 3obomdal
dqbobgd, 0dobs, MmIgmbsi dggdemm bgmn dggbym dg@mdbyemo
566560l 583@)0Mgds Imgbrnbs ol bogymem gbsdy bgmal Lag-
0mgdobomgol. 3063 oM brs ymgamoym ol s bLowsi oM
mbs Rogynd®s 3ol gb sse3@s(3ns, 0go, abggg Bmam dgb-
30, Ybs oYMEbmMomEs MmM3gmndy Jommggmo n@mmabby-
ol obdomMgdsl. s gb BmobEymo, Gmam Rsbb, sbggg
mM3ogmgdmab 393d06Mdo ImJdgogdos. ormbosz dbmemme G-
3mmmangmo mgaombsbdnboo Mm3 dogoago, sdobmgal jofao

118 6. Bogmenmbadzomon. oo dsgmmn —byMzomsegse-gmmmbagmols mgmEns JeMommo
sbm3mogmmo 563560L d3@mEHM3al 8gbobgd, a3. 313-315.
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3960s@mms 0gbgdmms Jommgzgmo mamabbayma dsznmambo”.

©9sbdo  LadxgH oMol g4s3mygbgdmmon Lo@yzs ,prince”.
6. Bogmembodgomo o3 LoGYzolb ™MMas6 MeMadbol Gmame(s
»@000g0mmbY s  bmmme  gfo  dgdmbggzsdn,  Gmam(s
»IBREoLBYeb®.  oMos, 93 bLogygolb 3d60d3bgmmds,  ymggem
dqdmbggzedo, 83 3mb@BgdL®dn, 3xadmd, gdsb o6 abggsL. ab
603653L ,mBmabBmmb” 56 bodggm mgsbob Byz@l (bLyngbumemb).
dogmod gb oMo s3xgMo 0dwgbs 3b0d3zbgmmgabn, Madwgbs-
(3 0b, M3 do3Monbo obobgmgdym vzbmgm 333mggzoMb
9bobgds sMs JoMomemn 63560l dg346gm 30MHM3bgdo, SMsedgo
Jotormmao  sbmgdal 393436gmals dboMmsdgdgmol  3obnws@)-
600, 0bog oMs 3Mb3Mg@ e, oMsdge Gndmemmaoym dogsmom-
o: 569y Labdmgsme sbgomn Godolb 869y domaognal ssdosbo
Mbs ymggoamoym, dobo sdMm, Jotormmao sbdsbals d5346gemals
dbomsdggmo.

™3 5mbndbymo 333magzemn dognmb bodwgamosm o6 dnoh-
6g3L Joormmon 863560l dgdmgdgmee. gb sobggbs 3y 6. bo-
3membadgomal dogf  dmygsbomn  80badbmmon  83mbatnwnl
0bomabol  Logmdzgmdy aodmzgo@oby. dogMsd, MMz 9350
m&ogobsmdn Rogobgwg, 1339 3oL 30MEad0M0 aEsLENMads(s
3b0bg. 3mRgbmmo bysb b. 3mmbogMmao mogal dbggmmdsal sbg
ox0dgdL: ,We will probably never know who invented the Georgian
alphabet or who the prince was that supported him in this endeav-
our”."s0, 8 sgomol msMmadsbo: ,B396 smdsor ggMabmmgl
dq308ymdm o) 306 dgddbs Jotormmao s6dsbn 36 gob aym ab
aBmabbymn gobz dob 3 bogddgdn @ogbdams.”

sbg Bm3, 3OMRgLeE bysb L. 3mEmbog®b 396 og08mb-

3980 03 mz5mbabdELobsmzgalb, G Jomommmo s6dsbals s3@&mEns
do39960. dgbodadobs, dgudmagdgmos sMbgdmdogl ,bmGsoms-
359-3MmEmbogMmal cgmEns.©

9396%96&0, Bmame(3 36sbgm, Bodmaagbl 3mombagmanls
653630l LomsMba(z, 033 96 MaMadbal dsb. g 30dH™S, gL

119 J. S. Codoner, New Alphabets for the Christian Nations: Frontier Strategies in the Byzantine
Commonwealth between the 4th and 10th Centuries, 6og6d0: New Perspectives on Late
Antiquity in the Eastern Roman Empire, 2014, a3. 138.
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3)(30mgdgemns, MHmd JofMmggmds 330mbggmds bLBmmymynmao
a50gmb bob L. 3mEmbogfol 0gsmbsdMabo. dobo BsdHMIal

Looom@ol Jomogmo cmeMmadsbn 3o sbgmos: ,obsmn sbdsbgdo
Jab@nsbo gMgdobomgal: dobsbGomEo msebsdgamdmmdals bo-
Labdemgmm LEMsGggos IV-X Loy imbggdda.”

dobs d30mbggmds mogosbzg yuMowmmgds dosgiomb, GmA
9L 33@™MM0, 53 LamaMab Jobgwgom 0y 30dLxgmgdm, Laydamb
530M90L  g54M0bG0sbgdmo bombgdabsmgol sbsmo sbdsbgdols
(> 565 LagMmomp 563567980b) F99365Dg. 5691 mogem b Lamoe-
0 56 353mM0(3ba3L, M3 Mm3gemndg SbeswasdMaliBnsbgdmem
boenbl dobsdy(3 3Jmbmms 566560. BodMMIal go(3bmds a356Mb-
Inbgdl, MmI gb, doMoma(s, dsbge.

b6 5b0dbmmo 653MMBn Mg396D0530 domnsb dm3zmgw
5M0lb boMdmmagbomn s 530l aodm baMzgbosbsws(s, dmmom,
IBOM gGINMs© gobgabomma ngo.

aodmgyamaggzs  abbbgds dgbogsma  dgbndgbgdooc.  3ofggm
0330, a56085G8gds BgMdnb ,006589amdMMBS* (sbg godm-
dsg3b 39 0bgmoba@o Lodyzs commonwealth) 3603369emmbob
3563508 gd00m. dogmomgdl, Mmad gl GgMmdnbo dnbsb@nal 0d3g-
00l 30dsMm 3oMggmom, M3y d3dx0m sdMom, asdmoygbs
©. mdmegbbzod 1971 Bgmb smdmbagmgo 03390l Lesgm&o
Lo3ysMmMb sbsbndbogow, dgmg go (1993 Bgmb) godmaygbs a.
B bds 3mbLEGSbENby I-ab dog® dmbmmgob@ntn JMabidos-
bmdol Bomgdal dgogase Rsdmysmodgdamao sbamo 3mmodo-
3060 Bl smbobgMom. 3mbLES6ENbgL MHmL MMAL Lymos
353bsMnygm  3mmo@n39M-3nmGaemmo  badysmmlb  0d3gMos,
dogmad gb LyyMgomo 396 asbbm@mzngmes s dgmgasw Asdmy-
3mnds YRMM 0eg0lygsmo, mMomabBmo LEGYIEHMS,
Mm89mbas B396 39Bm@gdo 006589amdMmMBLL.'P 8. gmmwmg63ds
306390 d0bIbEG NG Mbsdgamdmmdals Asdmysmmndgds oy ge-
39065 V bam 39690 05, 3mb3Mgd s, Jommzgembal bagzmgbom
36905b. bagmmamn godm3gmaggzalb 30Dsbl 3o bysb L. 3membogHo
obg 3o63oM@ogL: ol LyyML dndabEnol dabombgMmmo dmemazsebyg-

120 mo@gfo@nedn dgbgogdom ao8mmddgdl ,d0bob@ommn msbs8gamdmmdal J3gybgda”
36 ,30D36@ M0 Mm@ nEnma 6ol d3gybgdo”.
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mdol gFmo 3mb3cg@mmo sb3dgd@ob asdydqds IV-X bavyznbggd-
do, @Mmb, Mmdgmoz g. Mmegbolb dabgogom, sl ,d0Dsb@n-
M0 006539amdMmbob” dgmMg 3gMomeon. 3mbiMgdmae dsb
Ly@EL dggbmb 083g600L 3gMnggmnol JMobGosbo bambgdobso-
30L dsbom 56656980L dg4dbals Logombl, bombgdabs, Gmdmgdacs
»033960Mm  Mb5dgamdMmmMdaLb” gm@mBsl sdmg3bgb. s3@mM0
domoomgdl, Gm3 goMasm gbdob 33mg30L 3M33mgdbyMmds o
533bmob ©s393doMgdymo LoMomys, Gmd gb bogombo @g@s-
@ dogdsl Lagommgdl Lbgswsbbgs 3nmEMmo GMownznol
L3g(305mobE gL 603, Bogsd Foshbos, Mm3 dobn Bodmbygds
3506(3 39350 gdmmons, Moasb o sMbgdmdl gfMmosba gosb-
905 03 LagFom 3Mmgd@abs, GmMImal Rsmhmdn gl 56dsbgdo
dqngdbs. 1

50335M0©, 053005039 (3bowns, Mmd 83 aodm3gmagzol do-
bbb 8M0b  JMobBosba  bambgdobomgal  96dsbgdals  dgdbsda
3ol Imbsboemgmdol bomdmAgbs s Lbgssabbgs bambolb as-
dm(300mgdol IMozomPgmgebo dogsmomgdom gMmosbn 0d3g-
oo 3memo@ogob hzgbgds. o3 3meo@ogelb baggydamao ©sg-
M 39M0x96M05Lmsb dodsMmgdom GHMIal  @sdm ogdmmgdols
s@Mbmdmogn dgzame: 033gMns goMmsnddbs mobsdgamdmmdac.
3960g96098L  gdmgmesm  Laggmato  (3bmgMgdol  Imbymdol
Ladomagds maz00bmo  FHm@nEol dobgozom 03 30Mmdgddoa,
(30 3Mbgdmds asdsgMmnsbgdgmo ngmemmaons JMob@nsbm-
d0b baboom. gM0bEG0sbMdoL gogMmzgmgdabs s MgomyGo ©sob-
96a30bsm30Lb 30 oo 3603369mmmds 3Jmbos 0@ Mo mEmab.
5d0@m3d dogbogs 033gMonl 3gMoggfnsdn 3(3bmzMmgd JMab@nsb
baembgdobomgol sbomo 56356530l d94dbsl Mmsgmms dbo-
6 sbgma 360d36gmmds. 33@™MENL sbMom, gb 3Mmzgba Lb-
30005bb3s bombgddn ob Mdmomme 30DsbGoolb dogf oym wob-
3mbbm@gdmmn 96 dobn Dgedbgwzgmmdon bmM(s0gmmgdms.
53 3mn@ngol Im3ygs sgormmdMngo modgMsdnmgdol smdm-
(396905. bdom dgdombggzsdn 53sb LBEJoms sbagma 56356960l
a53mambgds. 53@mM0 a33306M0gds, MM baMdmmoa bl 3mb3Mgd)-

121 ). S. Codoner, New Alphabets for the Christian Nations: Frontier Strategies in the Byzantine
Commonwealth between the 4th and 10th Centuries, g3. 116-117.
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men Jogamnmgdl, s snbyqgdb LoGomm gbsdg Lamdmom. v939
dqbndbogl, ®m3 LoMogmo gbs LEbLsMENDgdMmo oym 339
II' bom 3ol Boby@mbs s Il bam3mbolb ©sbsbyobdn grgbseda
XM 3093 93 Ggmo@mEnol JMobGnsbnds3009mg. dogMmed IV
Laygmbalb Il Bobgga@bs s V Logygmbal | Bobgzstda JGobeb-
om0 dobogdol Gommol 3gMommon, Gmdgmbeig 0sb sbemws sb-
om0 56356730l dg3mmgds, aym @dg@gbmds sbamo gHmzbamo
0@ gMs@fMgdal 5rdm(3969d0L @Mm. LbmMgw 83 3MbEgdLEdo
33@™MM0 3330600905, MMA 0baydMgol gmoy®, goomdn®, bmdb-
M@, 0d9M0nm, semdsba®, 3m3@m® 5635693%g.'%

dotoms(3, 3mBg3bm sbyy Igmyg 3otMogMoxda, sg@mtn gb-
905 LoMogmo oG 9o Mol aobgnmamgdol ob@mmMasl, oxyd(s
5b0dbagl, Mm3 gl dgdmbzggzs sbsMRgbo JMnb@nsbo baembgdo-
Logob goblbbgoggdmmos, Moash LoMoymo gbs, JMobGnsbmdals
0053330009853 0ym 0bagzg 3MgbGogymon, Gmames dgmdby-
0. 9fmegfmmo da0dgbo, HmMImob gsdmz ob o4 93 dgdmbzggsl
a5b0bomgols, MHmamms mogoe agoblbbol, obss, Gm3 LoMos 0d3g-
00l 3gMnggmnsl BaMdmsmanbs.

Rgdmzob 3o o3 3gdmbzgzeda Lonb@gmgbm abss, M3 sg@m-
0, Mm3gmo(s, dobogg asbbowgdal dnbgogom, dnbbow ababagl
J60bB0sb bormbgddn 6656930L s gHMzbmmoa m@gMs@nmgdol
dq4360L LagPom 36mgd@olb godmgmagbsl, 0bgyqgdl dsgsmomom,
Gmdgmoz b3gEox0gncos s bLogMom dmegmdn o gwgds.
LoGomm Lobsdgnmgdo s6dsbo(ss ©d asbznmafgdmmo mnd)-
960G Oma 3Om3gboz Bob nLbEM9AL JMabEnsbabsz0sl. b4
3oMzgmo 3mb3Mg@mmon dogsmomal gsbbormgabmsbsgg, hgdo sb-
00, 53@™MM0 ©aqds 030l s9y(30mgdmmdal bnbsdy, Mm3 gsdm 33-
m330b ©obabynbda Redmysmadgdmmo 3odmmgbs gomsnsbHmb.

dgdgan 3oMogMmago gdmgbgds ammgdol dogamoml. o=
LaByolbdngg s3@™MMa bodL Mbzsdl, HmI gl dgdmbggss dab dogm
bogomanmaggzo Immgmal bEmae dgbsdyzabos: sMsgomsma gdgo

122 J.S. Codoner, New Alphabets for the Christian Nations: Frontier Strategies in the Byzantine
Commonwealth between the 4th and 10th Centuries, g3. 122. 30093 Lbgs Ms3gbndy
bombol a88mmamgdsz v60b Bomdmmagboma o8 Bogbda, 8ogmed dsc o6 gobzabo-
o3 J398mm, Ge8rgbowsz dson matamo Bgda Bogbal JHmbmmmganma RseBmgdal
Bndso.
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o Jgndmads 3Mbgdmdogl 03sbmsb ©s393d0Mgdom, Bmd ™ol
0339605 sb3mbbmMgds gmmgddn sbomon s6dsbol dg4dbsl ws
Mm8 gb sbaemo 563560 ga3dbgdmms 3gMdbym Fmeamb.'? 53539
OML 838MM0 Fomomgdl: o) Godmmmannmo mgsmbsbmol-
00 asobgabomogm, amoyMn o6 aym dgmdbymoal Logndggmby
0bb3oMomgdmmo  sboemo  sbdsbo, oMsdg  bmmme  dgmdby-
™0 536gMmmdol MbznsemMo gm@mds, dgMdbmmol ssd@)s-
(305 gmorg@olb RsbabgMo gogfzmdamn dbmmme Medwgbody
5358 gd0ma sbmomn, Bm3gmms ImMob, dmao Grmbognmo bom-
dmdmdabs ogm. gmorg@o 563560l 39346gmBs memegoemsd o(3m-
s Mmbognmo sdbgMemmds, dogmad 3nms@gbmdsl sboggdws
dgmdbem  5bdsbL, MmamEz Logndzgmb amoo  ©edbgm-
mmdobosmgol, 0d0@m3 Mm3 6dnbos byMmaemol msMadbobsmzgol
9603mmo ©o869Mmmds dosRs dgmbodsdme. '

064y, Bmamd(s 3bgoszm, gmmgdol dgdmbggszsdancs babsdmal-
&0obyemo  a36gMemmdal sMbgdmds ofmymanmo  sfMss. me-
Romsda3 03mEs gb ©3bgMEmMAs, dogMad 3ob msgobn sMhgzsbo
ad039ms 89Mdbmols LabafMagdmme 33 30MdE nEgMEMaNM®o
ImbodMgdgdom. 30g3 gembgm 36GMB3Mbomgdom, 0dsdn, sy
53@™MAL  Lama@mdngg o3l aobomgdgmo: Lodygs o6 gbgds
abobgmgdamm bombgddn ©edbgMmmdol sbrmnsb dgdmemgdsl,
oMsdge 4MobBnsbn dobombgMgdol dogM oMLgdmmo sbdsbgdals
Robo(3gmgdsl  sbomn  sdbgmmdom,  MHmdgmai ammgdol
dqdmbggzedo oMz bos 0dbgl asbbomuymo sbam sbbdsbsw, oM-
039 89Mdbmmol meg30bgdN® afMognimm dmMEoYn o300 dgg-
0 56d5b0@sb oG gomma sbmgdoom.

980980 35MdaMox0 9dm3bgds gmomdnmo dgdmbggzol gobb-
035, 838mMn dommnmgdl, Hm3 gb dgdmbzgzs s bosgs-
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™0 563560L ab@mEnol dgbobgd Bgdl M Mg asdmdzgybgdme
LEOGNSL gNdgoDMY, Moasb doma dgblgbgds LadgzbogHm Bg-
900bamgol o 30mgdma 303shRbns.

©36sMRMbEs. Joforgmo 963560 Bomsgatn Mbws ymgamoaygm o8 bogsbdnda, oby o8
3b0m ab ogm ,orgeema dogto@n”.
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01930 IV.
JOMOIRNL I3060L36IT() LMLAM3V6() 3IVI

6536m3nl gb 3mbs3zgmn gdmgbgds bgdmao bablgbgd &mMogon-
0o 3900l 8dmbg Bomms@) gg3nlb 3m3mgzbm dgaglb smhaen I-b.

Jotonmab gb bgmabyggama bLadggm Gobgdg 3ob@eba gme-
a3bols b0bsdm@mdgnl — doMEs@ob — Bobsdmmdgwmn ogm. dgb-
50530bo©, domnsb dmaswa o) 3o@yznm, daba dgmds dgbmoyg
Laygmbolb dofggm Bobgzemadn msogbwgds.

BoMnm LydMAsEMgdobamgal gy s@homo momddal «3-
bmdos.! 833060 gadMolb Loggmdzgmb Bsdmgsb  0b@gMbg@dn
356m33b9dmmo Fobamolb sbsmobo: Dmg 3mdmogzs305dn sMho-
mo Jofmggm 3gxgms bamgamagdn oM 3o dmasdMgds: sthne
[-o doRbgmns 688980l bobssmdwga dgdcdmeman dggg sGho-
mo. ©bygdoma Lgmeab bobgmaddmgsbgmmgddo g3006 568039M
93mds80 3mmgebg s®Ramal blbgbgdslb o6 gbogdom;? mdsmmagbo
LgmeEob babgmddmgsbgmmgdda dobdg nbgm@mdssns oyy oMab,
mGomeyg Bobssmgdom 3gdmagemamgds.? 3ol dodgba, (sbe-
00, 0bss, MHm3 03 3g(3b0gMms MzombsdGNLYd, MMImgdacy o3
boabol g3m3znbdo dmdigmm 3gGomelb 033tmg396, 9MMIsbgmal-
5356 Lo gdome goBbb30335*3Qvoo;4 596 353m3nbsMg Gomonm

1 080%3 49omgdslb 0d0@md godsbzomgd, Gm3 JoMoyymo bo%maogmabo, 533‘3@3-
3603, ©o@ 0bBgMgbl og3mabl obGmMMnobawdo; dg@gos Labggdb go gmmgd@on®
8gbboggdsda asbboggmmgdom bads@om saomo 13o3050m.

2 Rgd BogM asbbommam sogmmmdac babgm8dmgsbgmmadn ymggm dg8mbgggedan sbgs.

3 sg300mm, 09bEss, ®Mdamabal LabgmdBbogm 1boggMboggdob LELI6EIdoLsmzgal
3580060 bsbgmBdmgsbgmm ,bogdsmggmmb abgmtos” (§. 1, mdaeabo, 2006),
og oBaal dgbobgd 0bgm®Bszns $8mabymgds dgdrganm: ,30b dg8mga Jommda
35395300 5GRan, bmemm J98wga — 8obo dg domws@o” (a3. 116).

4 Bogomoonbomgob dom. 3. gmamadg. gombogsbosbors bobemob Jmab@osb 8ggcme
JEMbmenmgns. mdoraba, 1990, a3. 101-103; . 8qbbgmadgaemo. bogomoggenm Vi-
Vil bomgmbggddn, odoraaba, 2003, a3. 83-84; 3. Lobady. Jomoggemors (36mgmgde.
Bogbo lll. Jomoremol 903993005 o 3o@Mnzombgdol JHmbmmmmans (gombogs bowsb
3dm@ gmFodomoBedog). mdamaba, 2016, g3. 297-302.
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3300bggmobomgal (0o oMy oM™ gofmom d30mbzgmoaboom-
3nb) orgmo begds jmmgd@oymo dgbbogmgdobomgals dobsmgdn
96m0 babol aod8mdgfMbas. gb aoM3393mmmds 3sbLs Fmotgdom
3L 0hgbl Ladg(3b0gMmM=3m3Mmommm Lazbmdatm mndgfe-
&m5d0.° LogsBmggmmb ob@m@onb dgbobgd 3bmgbmgsebn 653-
3903 93 30maMgdals ofg3mogh: s@homon o6 LEMmos® oM, 56
m&o bodygom, b Jomemme gMm bystmdg oyMbmdoom dmalb-
bgbngds.®

o3 39539L B0bodwgdaty Bngbdo 39b9d0 0dn@m3, Mm3, Gm-
amM3 06033939, 0boig bmbGmazsbo s oMosbol dmsdmBdsgsmo
0ym, 39Mdme, dofMnsbol dob Mggol dy.

39939 9Mhombg obEmmMdsl 8300y ,3md(39392 Joomabaals”
0bg3m@3s(300L sbsemaDam. ddos gog0d8gmEgd, Mm3d Bystimma-
(3m©bgmdomn mzgambadmabom gl dgamo MomMgbs maMgdy-
ma 3035Rbns. yggms bbgs bystimdg ggcm LEmmymuamao
ob 3398(36mdL Jofoemal bgbsglh bgmobyggamms Mogb. dabo
9fmsgfma 3b0d3bgemmgabn b 3mo (333@0[)[‘)8016, Me(ge dob
mgm@s bysmb dngdsfmmagm s ofs Mmamts baobBmmom
3BgEmmdals 60843L), abos, M3 bdoMom 0bxm@mdszns 58> oy
0d bgmobygemdyg, @ommgbse dmgmgs. 530l a88m ,dmd(3939e
Jotromobae 398l d9dmbggzgddn Azgbl 0b@gMabl MBm o=
30390L, 300069 5330ymBogdl. g3mdol LyGsmal sembooagbsw
3)(30mgdgemo bgds ©sdsGgdoma dmbs(39dgdals dmdogds. oryd(s
»0mJ393%2  Jofmmaboal* 3603369mmmds  3s0bz  gobndmIma
oo MRgds: gomesbmmn Lobsdwgomol 53Lsbggm, bdoMow Jo-
m@om®, Imbs(399g6do 3oLoM 339350.

5  Bogomomabsmgol ob. g6303emm3gon@-bobmdstm Bogbo ,Lsdsmggmmb dgigg-
30" (Bgood@mMgda: 8. mmeogoggebody, &. dg@gzgmo, 2000), as. 39.

6 JAmbmmmganar Jgbodsdal seanmal (s bagRommmss) o6 ablgbngds sGRae 3359,
3ogomnmo, 6. bgbabomsb (R. G. Suny. The Making of the Georgian Nation. Second edition,
Indiana University Press, a3. 22-23) mfomey bogygno oblbgbogds ©. Mgogomomsb (D.
Rayfield. Edge of Empires. A History of Georgia. Reakton books, 2012, g3. 42.); 3. ®x8s6mg0
©d b. 6030, BoMmamos, Bommapaqbgb 3mgmy Mg3Mgbgb@o30gdl, 8ogmad bmemmo
»JoBomol (3bmzgEgdab” 8mba39393Dy ayMEbmdna (C. Toumanoff. Chronology of the
Early Kings of Iberia, Traditio, 1969. vol. 25 g3. 27; S. H. Rapp, Jr. Imagining History at the
Crossroads: Persia, Byzantium and the Architects of the Writtern Georgian Past. vol. 1. A dis-
sertation submitted in a partial fulfillement of the requerements for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy (history). At the University of Michigan, 1997, a3. 400-401.
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50, Bimgm@ss BaMdmagboema sl dgmds o3 Bystmdo:

»5 dobs dgdamdo dgymdes Joms®). s gbg Batmnggebs
308nob33ob 30053 domEalb s 396 dmgnws. s dabs Jgdco-
amdo@ 3gymds sMhnm, @ dmogsm gdabim3mbn ogm ombs.
o 35306 og3e Jmgdma g3mgbose. s ombs donzgoms ao-
9mdbobs  g3mabosbs s Lmg@n 0go (3bmzgmo @sbo-bom-
dmom. s dabs by sBBoMms  LGRebg-Bdnws  8medgbgl
sMdgmbs Bgws. ©d 3mabo Imamgmal dmamdoglb (39(3bemabs
dbaby@gdobs Dgs. s dnbgg oMRomol Dy mobbo dmegzs
900b3m3mbbo gofMson(3gombglb. s 39M3g dggmmdws doMwsd).
©5 dmdgem gdobzm3mbo nym gmmmbmdm@. s gby dmogemg-
dabgm3mbo g@abogomze 0gm doMabdmm 3n@nabdnbogsb do-
ol ©s 3gGHgob” (30@)636@9‘3@0 ﬁacgodgoo)]
mMamO(3 369003m, domnsb bodsbmdmngn sg@ g0l dgd(339-
™m0 19369 dgb@o(3050. Ld3BomE ITNMAMB3gm0 LiYMsmns ObE)-
o, Jbmeme bgasGomo abgm@mdszns. ghmsgmon 3mbadngo
630bs LEGIBBIL BodMnl ddgbgdemmdss. 83, dsMoms(s, dogmnsb
a59mEhgme dmzmagbsl J3gdmom Lagsbggdme gobzaboemas.
»0Md(393%2 Jofomnmaboedn” domnmgdmmn sMss s@homoal do-
MaMog00lb smbsbgMom dg3tin 360d369cmm3o60 3mbs(3gdn, orb-
3(3, 35g5MNmsE, 3Msd 3ob3sMBadmmn 306 agm sMRomo dabo
b0bsdmMdgn dgxg oM@ nbamgal, GmImal Jggmds, Mmgm(s
9b Babs ®s3d0 ,dmd(393%2 Jommaboal® abGmEoymo  JGHmbo-
300056 3mygebogmo s8mbatnwonm Bsbl, 3@Mal 306bg dgbyzg@0-
m3; 36 306 oMb sMhnmmabamgal dobo dmBg3bm dgxg doMwsdo.
0bgym®m3s(300b  dg3bgdol  Lodmamgdsl ag3sdmgszl  bgdmo
1339 bablbabgdo, sbggg domosb mofmgdmmo Bystm. gbss 3986y
03960l sbmEmgbmgabo ,3bmgMgds.” o dmblgbogdmmos dgxg
sehoemn (oﬁboqmmbo), edgemags, Sogomgﬁo%nbs domomgdom

dgamgdo, |, ag. 92.

28 3sgnmafoglb dmaon 333mgzemn, dogamomam, 3. dm@mba, 800Rbg3Lb 0meby Mme-
Low. ab. C. B. Horn. Asceticism and Christological Controversy in Fifth-Century Palestine.
The Career of Peter the Iberian. Oxford University Press, 2006; John Rufus: The Lives of
Peter the Iberian, Theodosius of Jerusalem, and The Monk Romanus. Edited and Translat-
ed with an Introduction and Notes by C. B. Horn and R. R. Phenix (Society of Biblical lit-
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ymgoms 398Mgb 3030b dds ool babom; ggmeg o3 bystimb
dooomgdom ol GobGdy MIsdmby3gdgmoa sbyyems 0dgMns-
do 8030 (39madmmo 3gxgm3mba3gmamdal bgbol mebobdaw o
9399965L 398Mql 3585bmsb gMmsw asbsagdws om@mdy.’

5d3ofss, MM ,dmd39392 JoMomnmaboadn® domomgdymon s~
Roemo s 398 Mg 0dgfal sbyAmmgbmgsbo ,3bmgMgdalb” scho-
Mo gm0 ©d 03039 30MHM3bgdss. dofmmmab bbgs dggglb Labgemo
sthomo o6 M4dgz0s dgdmm bLgbgdym sMsdms dgdmbgzgdal
ML 3mbadgmdmngom smbEmadmm shomsdwoy.

sbg O™, 0g039mds 9g3b o6 06393L s ©3 Jsgoma e
dgamadn oxngbomgdymo gog@gdo dgodmgds mogobyygmow ao-
dmgoygbmm ,dmd(39392 Jomommaboab® 3mbs(3g3gdnl dgbegbgdac:
0bob s®Bomn gmagoems 3sgoma@aggolb dogh 39@ Mgl 33w Bnh-
Bgmemo ds396ab (,80R6gmmb” 3583md 0do@md, G™B MmamM(s
35061335, 39¢Mgb smamo 3535 ofs@ Mg3alb dg oym) dds o
9L ds 360, BmamM 953Mgm3g, Bobs ma3d0 gog96 33090, 0gn3g
»9m (39392 Joomabaab® abGmmogm JAmbogedo @obobgmgdy-
mo 3989 do3c Mg30L dgs, dgbedsdabswm, sMhnmoz asdmoob
doM05b0l dg0emodgomo ©s Mg30L dg.

39@&Mg 00gM0 ma30lb domafogl, Mmdgmaz dobo dmbogg(s
oym, 33360  gbamd@gdmes  Ld3Mmsd  Sbemmdmaddyg.  gobbe-
306380, 36 (39m0d 0bgxmMMBs300 LEMMg sRomby:

0 d539M0mbl (36mbgdymn 39@Mglb 383sL ool dbMom
39o300 dds, (3bmbgdyman sEbogmambn. 856 ds3mFombmsb ws
3mBIsE0mbmeb ghmom m&mdse dmbey39dmmads, cmsbsbdsw 0d-
96ms 895390 3mba3zmgmdal Bgbobs, 0dgge 0dgMosdn, @osl-
s mog0bo (3bmgMgds ¢dsbzmgdsdn s mzmabbagmmds-

30.10

erature, Atlanta, 2008. s8mndg300b LoRzgbgdmaw mbdmdamon sMa8gbGgdo 396
856630bgdL. 580@m3 3g@Mg 0dgMnl sbyEmemgbmgsbo &gdb@ol sg@mmb, Hmam(s
56mb0dl, abg 3mgablbgbogd.

9 8gmmgngs. 30DobBogera d6gmemgdol (36m3980 bogomoggarmb dybsbgd. §mda Il. &g-
Jb@gd0 Jomorgmo msmadsboorgmo godmbze s gs635MBgdgdn anmmm b. yonbhods-
o8s. 3gmedg Bg3Lgdeemo asdm(393s, Mdagabo, 1965, (898wga: agm®angs, Il), ag. 249.

10 agm@angs, I, ag. 249.

- 189 -



... dobo (bod‘gﬁmmbob - 3. R) m3ndmo dds smboombo,
3ol Jgbobgdsz dgdmo dmasblgbgo, Hm3 ab dmbyy (3904~
™0 0gm o 3563mgdM03 ggrmdos 0dgfMnadn dmbIstnmboeb
96md, 398MgLb 3535Lmab, GMIgmbsai — 39BMglb — Bodom-
Baomboi 96dze, @ GmEgbsais o8 J3gybolb BamBabgdmmgdds
oMo bobmggb dz0mgdal aohgbabs o Lsdggm gzsmab
356aMdmdob gmmabsmgol gdm@mbabs s 8sb 53 dobbom dm3a-
35Mgb gfoon Joemo badgmm agemobs, — dogbgmegs 5dabo,
300063 Jombymagdtingo oMhs 88 Jommol dndstio. BogMed,
MmEqbs 856 dgodym, GmB 8ol (88 Joemb) Moms Ladomsb-
306m Bognbs, bemm ab, obgeb Mdamom asznEbamo, oty-
mBEs (05306 ©653oml), 856 o0b(3 3do BosbBGHM o3
3dmBmE8m 890l s sby Mobs: ,(8spmmg) Gormmbmanol
13563mgdslb o o LoMdamal! dofndgdos dgbo Logmbemg
o dg60 Lobbeo. 83y, Lada BogMm FMmos s Logbama(s; god-
It sbemagg o abBmzg gb d3gysbs, Goms Mondg Mdgo-
ME90s o6 dgaqdombgomb s dgbo Labbmo o6 dmdgorgeemmb.
o MmEgbsz 356 836snfom gondss ngn, 8gMg dodstms magal
3mmb: ,08 dgbo Lagzogmoalb godm 8g o6 asagygda, BoaMsd
RO 39w 3o3535LboMsggd dgbb Lodsmsbgzabm Laddgb. g
d039bmdo m3malb dgb, Mmdmal 3obmba 3gb JgyEssb3yss
o 3obo 8gmbgdoo dgbo LaboMbm sbm dnobdggmagdal dmwoq
39b@gds, o sbyg goobmbbgds dgbo Lbgnmo®, s 35dabgg om-
LEMemes 08 13sbzm gozob Byggms: Maasb Jomal Jgms Lb-
gm0 gosbdggmagdol godm @amds, dabo Lombemgs s dobo
Lbgnmoi  &3ognmgdabsgsb 3mb3mdalb absb osgs. abogs
03bsnfo@, M3 ol (30M0gmm dgmgdo ©d Gydgem odgs. do-
368 08 Ladommmosbo (Abogmmol) Gmombqdsed 33mes gosb-
mog30bmRms (ol doqm) Bygamobogob: mzmegdmogn domMobom
a5dmmEomds, Hmam@3 3o s0sts mseg0bo ©obsdeymgdMnga
bagngmo, 633300 bobsbamon ngMdbm. ob 3By MbMsgws
s 03 Dm3sdwg dngos dnbo Lobsbymo s ammal syMs, Hm3

080 LaRIMME ©35MES 93egLnal 3oM0ddgbmab, yzgmes aod-
3ol 60653y mog0L (3m©3eL smneMgdos s Yyzgmsl qdu-
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oMgdmEs, Bgbgdom gogogmsm ob s magal megb @bmogd-
o b33gboboorm dgdogbs s 393Mndgl, mdgHomal 3GgMbs s
53305bms boMzbgomb. s30@mBss 06393 ab yzgmes swado-
0630 35809d5L, (3098l ©d MobogMdbmdsl. s Mowash domg-
mo bombo LagMom Jombgolb dobogzws ©s ggmaboobogsbscs
Ma9mooms@gbo 39Mgds oym, Mmeybgdom, (3Mgdmgdboms ©d
mbgeno o8 doemal amemobocgal, ob gobogn@mbs Bgamagdabogseb
5 530@m3 0l Lambmosbn gofMsddbobs s sbg@HGo (sbmzmg-
dab 89d39mdam obgoo 680bs dgnddbs, Hm3 ol ymggmo 3o30-
Laogab aobws Bodndo s Ladgmn ImBysemgmdabs s Lobagbo-
Lo, mgom oMBomds 3o 0830L0 gog3aIMo J3930L Bysmmdao
03 Dm3ody dmadmas bysmmds s Losdm 8nbomds mgmabawda,
63 ob 30L mmzg0ms gboo Labbammagdl sbogbws, Gm-
amts Aggbo (3bmbgdmema 3535 g300Mb39bgs s dgmd(3e-
00 88830(390@d. brmmm Gmegbs ab 0dgMnsdn do@mbmds
o (36mbgdmmon 39@Malb dqbabgd dgodym, Gm3 856 83 Jggysbsl
3060 390d616s, 63abws dommaddn (3bmzMMAL s 0f dmMbBsbMBAl
ab3g@ MM (36M3Mgdsdn IbgrM3bmAL (ngob dq36gmdao sbg
3935600985 b3s s (36mdsl Fmn@sbl), aomabegbs 8sb 998wgan
dobBgMormmds: ,g0m0M (30 By oMb: Bg@of oMb 35(30, BIMIgem-
Loz ogbemn bombdn 893b s Lobemalb dgomgdn ng@baemaddn —
mam@(s 996 aggosbet, sd0@m3 gobma, Agdm dznemm, agmm
Bgdmg0l, Moms 3gba mm(33980L bysemmdoom 33mgm dmbysrgm-
3o%. Momasb 3936 BomRnbgdmmb o3s d3g94bobal, o8 vbEn6-
39mgdLs s LNdmzbgdocms Fadgdotiom, Rzgmmade 3gmbosm
309630000 m330bmdb 353M0db0 s FN@M0dbo, 335 Lmggmalb gb
Bodofamgda (srofomdsobo — L. g.) Moos 98mgfem, gdmgMom
LsdmM3bgdnbs o Bamdsgama gsbsbEM3nl dmbogamgmac, 856
sondofags, Mmamms gb 46s segno 39393, 63nbs asmmdaocs
dmImgMambn, GmIgembocs 3mMab Fo30b ML s ymggm mHmL
m300b 630bs Lodyzqgdlh goemmdwbab, sbg M3, 8abo Labsbeng
S6@M0m gobbbzsggdmms g3mgboabagsb™."

Bystim  3oMas ohzgbgdlh Moggemom sbgg@mGo asbbym-

11 agm@gaogs, Il, a3. 251-252.
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domgdol s@sdnsbo nym sMhnmo. sbgomn 3dsMmggmal nwgsemo,
Mmgmmog ogm  s@homo, 0dpMmobogem Lbagdmab@nsbmdn, m-
amM3 0mgzs, sMbgdbmdms. sthomal dgbabgd 3sgomamago dog-
®0093L, Bm3 s®hods g0l babobemyg ssdbasgbs gzmabosb.
BbBoE dbgzg 6gMgb d0babBENL Lsdgym mysbob bgzmgdal
Jqbobgdsz dggmo s3@mMgdo. dogomomsE, 0g039 dbM0s ao-
dmonddnmo dobsbB ool 033gMsGme mgmmmbo 33069L MgG™-
bo ab 3memdgmasl (3bmgMgdal bBomab Jgbobgds(s.' 564 0ol
0gds 30bs, MM a300656@ 039600 g3mdol dsmsma BEHggdal
J60bB0sbgdl ImM0b mgsbobomdn 83335600 M 0gdgds
bm@ds oMo, dogMsed Lojdomm dnMgdymn 0Egsmo oym. 0ygbgb
0a35MM3560 Im@BIN6qqdn, MHMIgmmsz M3 Jmbgdol om-
dmds ggomesm bLogzmabom (3bmgMgdobsmagal s oMy byemo-
LyRmagdob. g300b56@)039M0 Jomnmon, Mmammz bodMobGnsbml
a36mymegmo bsbaemn, 53 Lymobzzgmgdom aym gsdbggomyeo,
ymgge 9930b393530, 535b 0DosMgdos dobo sEabEM Mool
boBoo. 530@m3 sMhaemals sb39@&nb3n JoMBm doMmzgbymoa dogo-
61930m93980L  gs3mbo@mmads o6 dgmbns, sMedg 0d bdmasw-
JE0bBsbnmo 3mmEnMabsg, HmBeol 3mbsboemg s@Rnmo agm.
13b60d369mm GmEo bs ymgamoym 3 dgdmbzgzedo sthaemals
d0dols 56y Mg30l dogamoons.

MMamO3 9339 000939, 39&Mg 0d960lb SLyEMmmgbmasbo ,,3b-
™M36g0b" 83@8mMMal domnmgdom, 0dgfMnsdn dmgdgon dgggodm-
bo(33emgmdal Bgbo nym dmbyy398mmmdadn s@hRnmal 3539939800
dobgbo. gb o0l mogom 3ogomaMeggol mmanzmmo abigbs o-
3dbgdmmao dgmabyg Loy zbol dgmmg bBobgzsmbs s dgbyyog
Lo 3mbab 3oz Bobgzemdo Gob®dy 39139900 M3bsmE0 Bgbom
dmba(33mgmdol g003zomolbnbgdsdy. dogMsd, Mmamts gbsbgm,
9L B98908mba33mgmdal Bgbo 30 s, @obBab 3893 3300M0L
sfymeom a33mbggmmo 3Modabol godmbso@mmads ogm. dgxqo-
dmba(33mmgmds b0dbaglb 0dslb, MmMI bgmabyemagds dsdnwsb dgaem-
By 30 oM 350000L, 5Msdge dmogmol g3sMolb yggms 353s035(3

12 535%g y@omgdsl 93sb30mmgdl 3. 3m@bo bmgGeBgdy Loytmbmdao. ab. C. B. Horn.
Asceticism and Christological Controversy in Fifth- Century Palestine. The Career of Peter
the lberian, g3. 64.
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6936L 9BOEML-13(3MbmdAL Babgwzao: k9O asdgBEId0sb gMmo
mamdols BoMdmagqbmgdn sbsgol gsmgamabbnbgdom, dgfMg dgd-
©am3n memdol  baMdmdaagbrmgdo, 0bgzg dbsgmdmagn Mogol
dobggom. o3 bgboeb Gm3 g3Jmbogl Lsddg, MR Mgz0l dg
oMEsd Mg30L dob dg8mamad sbyy Mo gBcmbo ddalb dgdoamd
b a0dgxgdmmnym. Lobsdwgnmagdn 3o sl gbgosgor: sMhoemo
35998ms 3Ms oM™ Mo Mucmmbo ddab, sMsdgo dobo ddnds-
mob 436ab, ddndgoemol @s mMo obdgamal dgdwga sbv) mamdom
3sbdg M3 (3mMLYdL S ol FmedmBsgmagdal dg3mga. ©d3oMss,
osMRnn 56 8306 78ms dgxmdal, oMg mysbal 6936980 d0nhbg3c-
696 oL s3nbomgol dgboggMobsm. Mmzs Mygsbolb yzgmes dodsgs(so
69360 goMEan(335ems s gfmemgMon 333330067, K%gM 3(30696-
mmgobo JqM306mbo, d0bsbG0sdn ndymezgdmes, s0, 3530b Mbws
sbdnmoym s@homob g453953960L bsgoobo.

03335600, @MIsE  Bmb390mmmdado  GobBdy sMRaemal
sbgems 03sb 60dbagl, M3 Fob Mog0sb gobdMsbyma o3 3gm-
bos godg@ygds. dMommE asM3zgnm gomaMagdsdo dmnbos gL
bodogxn goagoas, nbggg Mmamm(y odymgdom omMdbbAws (3m-
mol 3mygabsls.

oMy BaMdmeagbormo dbxgmmdom gooMyzs, GmI shnemn
6930L dgo s, dgbsdsdobs, dnbo BnbsdmmMdgwn dnfmes@n dabo
3535 oM oM0b. FogMad 3obabzbgmae bamMdmuoagboema Fobamal
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SUMMARY

For shaping of ethnic communities and ethnic based polities roy-
al families are very important: monarch serves as a marker for the
group self-identification.

Georgian case is not exception from this common rule. Georgian
royal houses did play special role in the political life of Georgian com-
munity and chart its cultural profile. Hence, the representation of
Georgian past through the histories of royal dynasties is reasonable.

Four main dynasties could be distinguished: of Aietids, Phar-
navazids,' Chosroids,? Bagratids.? All these dynasties were identified
already by ancient Georgian historians except Aeitids. Until very re-
cently it was thought that the evidences on this dynasty were kept
exclusively in the works of classic authors. However elsewhere the
author of the present book has shown that the compiler of the mon-
ument of medieval Georgian historiography The Conversion of Kartli
also considered ancient Colchis as cradle of Georgian statehood and
Azo (/Azon) who according to him was appointee of Alexander the
Great on the throne of Kartli was recognized by Georgians as law-
ful ruler only because of his association with royal family of ancient
Colchis, decedents of king of Colchis Aieti. Azo is not the first name
of this person (as it was generally believed by modern researchers),
but the family name Azonid (Jazonid). It was associated with Jason—
a companion of Argonauts: according to this legend (reflecting his-
torical realities) he was husband of king Aieti’s daughter Medea. For
a while Jason and Medea jointly ruled ancient Georgian polity. The
anonymous author of The Conversion of Kartli tried his readers to
believe that the appointee of Alexander the Great was descendant
of this couple and consequently was Aietid/Jasonid. The association

1 In Georgian: Parnavazianni
2 In Georgian: Chosroviani, Chosrovani

3 In Georgian: Bagrationi
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with the royal family of Aietids/Jazonids legitimated Azo on the posi-
tion of king of Kartli.*

Evidently, the anonymous author of The Conversion of Kartli saw
kingdom of Kartli as continuation of statehood being started in an-
cient Colchis. The Conversion of Kartli does not clarify that the first
king of Kartli Azo and second king Pharnavaz belonged to the differ-
ent dynasties whereas in the another monument of medieval Geor-
gian historiography The Life of Kartli is represented in detail the origin
of Pharnavazid dynasty and its extinction by the end of 3™ century.
According to The Life of Kartli the king of Karli Mirian who initiated
the conversion of Georgians to Christianity and made this religion of-
ficial faith of his subjects, did not belong to the Pharnavazid dynas-
ty. He was Persian shah’s (probably Hormizd | — Hormizd-Ardashir’s
-272-273) illegitimate child.

The last Pharnavazid king Aspagur died without male heir. He left
the daughter Abeshura. Mirian became husband of Abeshura and
king of Kartli. This was result of negotiations between Georgian and
Persian authorities: Georgian aristocracy agreed to support the Per-
sian prince to occupy the throne and marry him princess Abeshura in
return of retaining Georgian pagan deities, i. e. Georgian ethno-cul-
tural identity. By the time of his arrival in Kartli Mirian was seven
years old. Hence, Mirian was burn ca. 265/266.

Thus, the king who established Christianity in Kartli as an official
religion was the founder of new dynasty as well. In Georgian sources
kings of the Sassanid dynasty are referred as Chosro. Accordingly, the
Georgian royal family associated with Sassanid dynasty, were called
as Chosrovans. In academic literature in English the name of this dy-
nasty is already established as Chosroid. | also use this form for the
present summary.

This research is devoted to the history of Chosroids. Some part
of thise research was already published as separate articles and chap-
ters of the monographs; another part is published for the first time.

4 Kartli (K'art’li) is a term (self-name) designating pre-modern Georgian communi-
ty as well as the state this community owned.
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The book consists of introductory part, main text, epologue and
appendix. The main text falls into five chapters.

In the first chapter the principal sources of the investigation are
considered. These are The Conversion of Kartli (Mok’c’evay K’art’li-
say) and The Life of Kartli (K’art’lis C’xovreba).

Both are writings with complicated compositions. The Conver-
sion of Kartli is consisted of three parts: two redactions of The Life of
Saint Nino - the llluminatrix of Georgians, and the historical chronicle
which presents Georgian past from times of Alexander the Great un-
til 9% century. The first redaction of The Life of Saint Nino is a brief
continuous narrative included in the chronicle in the chronologically
relevant place, while the second one is a voluminous writing full of
details; it has form of memories of Saint Nino and her disciples and
followers; it is attached to the chronicle to the end. This is an arche-
typal writing of the hagiographical cycle devoted to Saint Nino. It was
composed shortly after the conversion of Kartli. Now it is preserved
only as part of The Conversion of Kartli.

The Conversion of Kartli as whole monument was composed in
late 5*" century and was initiative of the great Georgian king Vakhtang
Gorgasali (second half of 5% ¢ - beginning of 6% c). The church reform
promoted by the king was impossible without relevant conceptualiza-
tion of the history of Georgian church. The Conversion of Kartli met
just these needs. Afterwards the writing was continued and edited.
Traces of at least two revisions are well evident in the text of the
chronicle: one of them took place in 640s, other —in 9*" century.

The Conversion of Kartli is a very important monument of Geor-
gian medieval historiography. At the same time it is a reliable source.
Its author’s working principle was fixing evidences and avoiding criti-
cal considerations of available data. The Conversion of Kartli can serve
even as a guide for adequate understanding of other sources. The
only drawback of this source is the extreme brevity of some its evi-
dences.

As for The Life of Kartli: it is a collection of historical writings.
For the present investigation is important only the part belonged to
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Leonti Mroveli — the Georgian historian of the eleventh century. This
collection begins with three works by Leonti Mroveli. In this book is
used only one of them, particularly, The Life of Georgian Kings and
their Progeny. For it Leonti Mroveli used many authentic and correct
sources, among them The Conversion of Kartli. For this very reason
Leonti Mroveli’s above-mentioned work also is very helpful for repre-
sentation history of Chosroids, however, it should be used with great-
er caution: unlike the anonymous compiler of The Conversion of Kar-
tli, Leonti Mroveli critically investigates his sources and tries to make
representations on his own. For this reason sometimes his informa-
tion is completely misleading; meanwhile it is reasonable to use his
evidences as their incorrectness concerns of Leonti’s interpretations
and not his sources.

The second chapter is devoted to the founder of the dynasty
Mirian. Here are critically considered data of the sources concern-
ing the many details of Mirian’s reign and his extraordinary per-
sonality.

In the third chapter the history of descendants of Mirian—the
second and third generations of Chosroid kings as well as ordinary
members of the royal family are represented. Here as it was made in
the second chapter source-critical research and historical representa-
tion are given side by side and the general picture is depicted in result
of parallel inquiries.

The fourth chapter is devoted to the last Chosroid king—the
grandson of Mirian—Archil I, son of Rev. Here as in previous chapters
are represented political and cultural facts, as well as characteriza-
tions of the personalities.

In all these chapters discourse has analytical form, only in the last
one it is given as descriptive narrative. Actually, the main body of the
present summary represents shortened version of the last chapter.

In the epilogue novelties of the investigation are presented. Only
part of findings is underlined; the cases of re-conceptualization of
facts actually are far more numerous.

In the appendix are reprinted two articles of the author which
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were published earlier. They are devoted to the history of invention
of Georgian alphabet. Their main message is following: Georgian al-
phabet was created in times of king Pharnavaz (4™-3 cc BC). These
publications are helpful for understanding the polemical discourse
developed in the second chapter. Some authors ascribe the invention
of Georgian alphabet to Chosroid king Bakur (end of the 4* ¢ — first
two decades of the 5™ c). However, Bakur did not invent Georgian
alphabet which by his reign had very long tradition of use. Meanwhile
Bakur did contribute to its preservation: in the first decades of fifth
century there emerged the danger of its elimination because of ideo-
logical reasons.

* % %

The fact of replacement of one dynasty by another one is not
reflected in The Conversion of Kartli. This source does not mention
Persian origin of Mirian, though the information about his father Lev
indirectly confirms this. For a long time researchers were sure that
the evidence on Lev contradicts to the evidences of The Life of Kartli
about Mirian’s Iranian origin. However, this fact does not contradict
to the evidence of The Life of Kartli about Mirian’s belonging to the
Persian royal family; even more: it confirms it, though indirectly. Lev
is only person mentioned in the royal list of The Conversion of Kartli
who was not king. He is introduced as “father of the king Mirian”.
Thus, on the one hand, Lev was not king, on another, he was referred
as the king’s father, i. e. enjoyed authority. This fact makes one to
suppose that Lev was foster father/regent of the young king. Indeed,
according to The Life of Kartli Mirian was accompanied with foster
father as he was only seven years old by the time of his arrival.

According to The Life of Kartli the name of the foster father of
Mirian was Mirvanoz and not Lev, however this fact does not create
the obstacle for the above supposition: according to Persian tradi-
tions persons wore names, which in their majority, were not proper
nouns, but attributes with religious meaning reflecting the different
stages in development of a person’s religious experience. For this
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very reason the individual might have not one, but several names,
actually, attributes. Thus, we can assume that Mirian’s regent wore
both above-mentioned names: Mirvanoz as well as Lev. The Life of
Kartli retained one of them, while The Conversion of Kartli — anoth-
er. Of course, we cannot exclude another possibility as well: Mirian
might have two regents: Mirvanoz who after some time was replaced
by Lev because of different (including his death) reasons. In any case
the evidence of The Conversion of Kartli on Mirian’s father Lev can be
used as testimony confirming information of The Life of Kartli con-
cerning Marian’s Iranian origin.

The Life of Kartli presents Mirian as lIranian vice-Roy (and not
solely king of Kartli) controlling vast territories in and beyond the
south Caucasus.

According to Leonti Mroveli the Iranian prince was naturalized
shortly; he forgot his native language, learned Georgian and began
venerating Georgian pagan deities. He identified himself with Phar-
navazid dynasty though well remembered his ties with Persian royal
family and in certain circumstances even expressed ambitions regard-
ing the Sassanid throne. In parallel to venerating idols of Kartli Mirian
continued to be a fire worshipper. Thus, Mirian was extraordinary rul-
er personifying an ideological crossroad.

Mirian’s first wife died when Mirian was fifteen years old, i. e.
this happened in 280/281. As the Leonti Mroveli remarks, Georgians’
love to Mirian was so great that they continued to be loyal to him
even after the death of his Pharnavazid wife.

The multiple religious experiences resulted in Mirian’s broad
mindedness. At the certain moment he guessed that Georgian eth-
nic community was not able to be developed within the limits of the
native paganism and because of this the religion must be changed.
Mirian began keenly looked for the new faith for his country. This
was not easy task as change of religion (i. e. replacement of main pil-
lar of culture) could crash already established Georgian identity. It is
why Mirian was very cautious with this change and firstly elaborated
projects not of change, but of re-conceptualization and renovation of
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Georgian paganism. However, the preach of missionary woman Saint
Nino and miraculous demolishment of ideols of main deities of Kartli
in result of her prayers and some other facts helped him to conceive a
crucial change of religion. It is worthy to mention that Mirian gave his
preference not to his native religion of fire worshipping, but to Chris-
tianity which he saw as religious system enabling inner consolidation
of Georgian ethnic community as well as ensuring its harmonious
conformity with outer world.

Mirian was intellectual ruler. He contributed to the establish-
ment of new religion and the society’s smooth transition to the new
ideological platform. Christianization was process which implied the
full-scale re-conceptualization of the essence of Georgian ethnic
community and its place within the Christian oikumene.

Mirian initiated construction of two churches. Both of them con-
tained sacral relicts. Especially important was one which was called
the church of Svetitskhoveli — i. e. of Vivifying Pillar. This pillar was
made from the tree which grew up on the place where according to
The life of Saint Nino the Lord’s Tunic was buried. This church was
built in the royal garden in capital city of Mtskheta and was consid-
ered as image of Heavenly Jerusalem. The idea — royal garden as an
image of Heavenly Jerusalem — was a core idea of the ideology of
Georgian ethnic electivity elaborated in parallel with the conversion
of the country: this garden was perceived as place of establishment
God'’s Kingdom after the Son’s Second coming and essential transfor-
mation of being. The main designer of this ideology and hierotopical
project connected with it was Mirian himself who, according to avail-
able sources, was real master of socially potent public performances.

Mirian’s second wife was Greek Nana. According to The Conver-
sion of Kartli this royal couple had son Rev. Rev was deeply pious per-
son; his ascetic mood was reason of his abdication from the throne:
one can suppose this because next to Mirian king was not his son but
his grandson Bakur, son of Rev.

According to the The Life of Kartli Bakur/Bak’ar was Mirian’s son.
Unfortunately, we have not the third source to verify the testimonies
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of these sources, but the logical argument can be used in situations
like this: one should give preference to the information which is more
unusual as just it should be original one. The logic is that one could
expect changes of less convincing formulations to more convincing
ones. In our case enthronement of grandson is less convincing than
of son. Thus, the information on king Bakur as grandson of Mirian was
transformed by Leonti Mroveli into information on Bakur/Bak’ar as
son of Mirian. Leonti Mroveli based his narrative on correct source,
however, he made mistake in representation because the evidence
was critically considered by him.

Rev’s abdication was not a result of usurpation of power. He lived
after his father and participated actively the religious life of the coun-
try: he built the dome for the Cross of Mtskheta being erected in time
of the conversion of Kartli and prepared grave for him and his family
in the church of Svetitskhoveli.

According to Leonti Mroveli Rev’s wife Salome was daughter of
first Christian king of Armenians Trdat (250-330). She was as pious
as her husband. She was compiler of the collection of memories de-
voted to the llluminatrix Saint Nino. As was already stated this com-
pilation is now preserved only as a part of The Conversion of Kartli. It
is archetypal text of the hagiographical cycle devoted to Saint Nino.
Composing collection of memories by Saint Nino and her disciples
and followers should be considered not Salome’s personal initiative,
rather constituent part of a large political project which was launched
and promoted by the whole ruling elite of Kartli and the queen coor-
dinated it. Generally, in this source the noble women are presented
as main promoters of the new faith.

According to The Conversion of Kartli Bakur, son of Rev construct-
ed church in Tsilkani. He converted the major part of population of
Caucasian highlands. He collaborated with Romans as well as Per-
sians.

After him the throne was occupied by his brother Trdat. Accord-
ing to The Conversion of Kartli Trdat was third Christian king of Kar-
tli and was contemporary of Armenian Catholikos Nerses the Great,
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who was in power in the second half of the fourth century.

But for the second half of the fourth century Roman historian
Ammianus Marcellinus in the context of events of 361, mentions Ibe-
rian king Meribanes. Who, Trdat or Meribanes, did occupy the throne
of Kartli in the second half of the fourth century?

The research shows that there is no necessity to choose between
them, because Trdat is same Meribanes. As linking unite between
these two names serves a name “Mirdat” provided by The Life of
Kartli: according to this source Mirdat was the third Christian king
of Kartli. Thus, again one comes upon the puzzling data: according
to The Conversion of Kartli the third Christian king was Trdat, while
according to The Life of Kartli — Mirdat. But “Trdat” and “Mirdat” are
two forms of one and same name: Mirdat is nothing but Mihr-Trdat.
Thus, the information of The Life of Kartli concerning the name of
the third Christian king of Kartli is correct, however, it is wrong when
presents Mirdat as son of Bakur. Mirdat/Trdat was not son of king
Bakur but brother. Here again we face an example of Leonti Mrove-
li’s incorrect representation because his critical consideration of the
source. The evidence about occupying the throne after Bakur by his
brother Leonti Mroveli found not convincing and changed it to more
expectable one: he wrote that the third Christian king of Kartli was
son of his predecessor.

If the name “Trdat” seemed completely dissimilar to the name
“Meribanes”, name “Mirdat” is closer to the name “Meribanes”. If
one would add to this the coincidence of the chronology (second half
of fourth century) and position (king of Kartli), it would be easier to
conclude that the name Trdat/Mirdat on the one hand, and Merib-
anes —on the another are referred to one and same person, namely,
to the third Christian king of Kartli.

These findings give ground for dating events with due accuracy:
it is clear Mirian could not be identified with Meribanes (as many re-
searchers are tended to do) and that his reign was terminated already
in the first half of the fourth century. The reign of Bukur, son of Rev
also should be placed in the first half of the fourth century.
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By the 368 Ammianus Marcellinus speaks on Sauromaces, who
was Romans’ appointee in Kartli. In this year he was attacked by “cer-
tain” Aspacures and was forced to leave the throne. Aspacures was
supported by Persians. As Ammianus Marcellinus remarks, Persians
even crowned him so that to insult Romans.

Thus, in the period between 361-368 years Trdat/Mirdat/Merib-
anes lost the throne (died?) and Sauromaces came to power and then
he too was forced to leave throne because of Aspacures. The researchers
identify (and it is convincing) this person with king of Kartli Varaz-Bakur.

Ammianus Marcellinus does not mention Sauromaces was king.
He ruled Kartli, however, was without crown. Some researchers mis-
interpret Ammianus Marcellinus and place Sauromaces in the list of
Georgian kings. But Sauromaces was not king but second person after
the king: this name is attested in Georgian sources in form of “Saur-
mag” which was first name of the members of the family of spaspets.
Spaspet was second next to the king person in ancient Kartli. The
Georgian spaspets usually were supported by Romans (acting accord-
ing to the principle divide et impera) against the kings of Kartli. It is
not accident that Georgian medieval sources do not mention Sauro-
maces/ Saurmag in the lists of the kings of Kartli.

As for Aspacures: though he was crowned by Persians, he defi-
nitely was not Chosroid: Ammianus Marcellinus refers to him as to
“a certain” person.

The Conversion of Kartli uses unusual formulation for describing
the enthronement of Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures indicating temporality
of his presence on the throne. Supposedly, the author of the writing
reflects the opinion of Georgian ruling elite about the nature of pow-
er Varaz-Bakur / Aspacures enjoyed.

In the next passage of the source the readers are informed that
Trdat’s son Bakur did not become king directly after his father, but
after Varaz-Bakur/Aspacures. This fact provokes questions: who was
Varaz-Bakur for Trdat, why did he follow Trdat and became king be-
fore Trdat’s son Bakur? Why was Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures chosen by
Persians for opposing Roman favorite Sauromaces/Saurmag?
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In The Conversion of Kartli there is no evidence enabling to an-
swer these questions, there is no information who was Varaz-Bakur/
Aspacures for Trdat. However, The Life of Kartli helps us to fill up this
gap: according to it, Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures was Trdat’s son-in-law —
husband of his daughter. Now it became clear why Persians were able
to crown Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures: he was not Chosroid, but as son-
in-law of the king he was considered as a member of the royal family.

Identification of Aspacures with Varaz-Bakur allows the student
of the history of Chosroids to make conclusions based on summing
up the evidences of The Conversion of Kartli and The Life of Kartli
and Ammianus Marcellinus. And the data of other sources could be
used as well, for example, the Georgian version of The Vita of Peter
the Iberian. According to this source Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures was Pe-
ter’s father. According to the Syrian version of The Vita Peter’s father
was called Bozmarios. However, it is not reason for ignoring the infor-
mation of the Georgian version of The Vita of Peter the Iberian as in
these two versions of The Vita names of other personages also do not
coincide. As an example might be taken the name of Peter before he
became monk: in Georgian version it is “Murvanos”, while in Syrian
— “Nabarnugios”. Despite this, some researchers erroneously present
Bozmarios in Georgian royal list as different from Varaz-Bakur/ Aspa-
cures king.

Thus, one can use evidences of all these sources and depict the
detailed portrait of Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures. In Georgian version of
The Vita of Peter the lberian is presented the positive portrait of
Varaz-Bakur, while in The Life of Kartli - completely negative. Evident-
ly, for the both views were supportive facts. And the provided por-
trait was depended on the main principles the authors had chosen
for evaluation.

The daughter of Trdat (wife of Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures) was called
Bakurdukhtia. This we learn from the Syrian Vita of Peter the Iberian.

But now let us return the Peter’s father Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures
and conclusions that might be drawn from the evidences of Georgian
sources. It is clear that Peter’s grandfather in the maternal line was
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king Trdat, son of Rev. But how this might be compatible with the ev-
idence by Syrian Vita informing us that great Bakur — the first king of
Iberians, was Peter’s maternal grandfather ?

Which king of the royal list presented in The Conversion of Kartli
could be identified with great Bakur?

Of course, he is a king Bakur, son of Rev, grandson of Mirian who
occupied the throne directly after his grandfather. Though Bakur was
not the king who established Christianity in Kartli, but he was first one
who was Christian by the time of the enthronement and, evidently,
this very fact was implied by the hagiographer when he wrote that
great Bakur was the first Christian king of Iberians. Thus, great Bakur
of the Syrian Vita of Peter the Iberian should be identified with Bakur,
son of Rev of The Conversion of Kartli.

Great Bakur was not grandfather of Peter the Iberian in maternal
line as the Syrian Vita informs us; he was a brother of Peter’s grand-
father Trdat. According to Georgian traditions brother of grandfather
also was (and is) referred as grandfather. So it is not astonishing at all
if Peter told his biographer i. e. author of the Syrian Vita that great
Bakur was his grandfather.

Thus, the evidences of The Conversion of Kartli and Syrian Vita
of Peter the Iberian confirm each other’s data. We can sum up these
evidences for representation of Bakur’s personality and main facts
of his career. Bakur, son of Rev was as pious as his parents were. He
built the shelter for the beggars and personally feed the sick and in-
firm people. His wife Dukhtia behaved in the same manner. By mutual
agreement they chose ascetic life and did not live as a husband and
wife though were not divorced.

Bakur, son of Rev (great Bakur) was followed by his brother above
mentioned Trdat/Mirdat/Meribanes; from his very fact one can con-
clude that Bakur, son of Rev /Great Bakur died without mail heir.

Now again let us return to Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures. As it was al-
ready said he occupied the throne in 368. Just by this year should be
dated the relevant passage in the The Conversion of Kartli. It should
be underlined because in this monument the direct dates are absent.
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In 373 with support of Romans Sauromaces /Saurmag tried to take
revenge. According to Ammianus Marcellinus Varaz-Bakur/ Aspa-
cures faced a hopeless situation. On the one hand, he could not resist
the Romans, and on the other he was not able to fight against the
Persians, after all he was their protégé and, in addition, Persians had
his son Ultra as a hostage.

Here again we should interrupt our narrative and provide some
explanations concerning the family of Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures. As it
was already maintioned, Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures’ wife Bakurdukhtia
was king Trdat’s daughter. Just this marriage paved way to Varaz-Ba-
kur/ Aspacures to the throne. However, above mentioned Ultra was
not son of this couple. They had child (and this was Murvanos - Pe-
ter the lberian) only ca. 40 years later after marriage, at early 410s.
By the time of marriage Varaz-Bakur/Aspacures should be teenager,
while his wife child.

However, the question is: who was Ultra’s mother?

According to The Life of Kartli Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures had two
wives in parallel. According the same source the second wife (or may-
be the first one) was Mirian’s daughter’s son’s daughter. Ultra should
be son of Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures from this woman.

Mirian’s daughter was wife of Pheroz, relative of Mirian i. e. he
also was associated with Persian royal family. Thus, via this wife also
Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures was closely linked with the Chosroids. Both
these women were descendant of Mirian, however, Bakurdukhtia
represented his son’s family, while the second (first?) wife originated
from Mirian’s daughter’s family. As it was already mentioned above,
by the time of Sauromaces’ revenge Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures already
had son Ultra, who was hostage of Persians. To be hostage at one
or another imperial court evidently was necessary precondition for
Georgian princes for becoming kings. Thus, one can suppose that
Georgian authorities were preparing Ultra for the throne. Information
on familial burial place Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures allows us to conclude
that he had other sons as well as daughters. The only son Murvanos
Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures had from Bakurdukhtia.

— 294 -



Because Ultra was hostage of Persians and also other consid-
erations Varaz-Bakur/Aspacures proposed to Sauromaces /Saurmag
compromise plan: to rule Kartli jointly. This “project” was approved
by Romans and Kartli was divided into two parts: in one part con-
trolling by Romans the ruler was Sauromaces /Saurmag, while in an-
other controlling by Persians the king was Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures.

Though for this time Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures was able to retain
the authority in one part of Kartli, later on he was forced to leave the
power and retire to his estates and in the castle of Khidari.

Varaz-Bakur/Aspacures’ retirement should be dated by late 380s:
it was result of devastating Persian invasion in countries of South Cau-
casus by the time shah Baram IV. The valuable information on this
fact is preserved in The Conversion of Kartli. This source informs us
about this campaign which was headed by Barzabod — shah’s appoin-
tee in South Caucasus. After Varaz-Bakur/ Aspacures’s retirement
again commenced an interregnum — a direct rule of Persians The ruler
evidently was shah’s official above-mentioned Barzabod whose resi-
dence was in Rani, however, supposedly, he visited Kartli time after
time to keep here Persian order. Barzabod is well known person in
Georgian sources: he was maternal grandfather of the great Georgian
king Vakhtang Gorgasali. Thus, Barzabod also should be mentioned in
the list of the rulers of Kartli, though he was not king. He ruled the
part of Kartli which from time of Kartli division was under the control
of Persians. As for another part of Kartli, it was beyond Barzabod’s
control. The division of Kartli was ended only in reign of Bakur, son
of Trdat.

For the fourth and fifth centuries Georgian sources mention two
kings with name Bakur: Bakur, son of Rev and Bakur, son of Trdat. They
were uncle and nephew. The first one is grandson of Mirian, another
is son of Mirian’s grandson Trdat (/Mirdat/Meribanes). Non-Geor-
gian sources also mention Bakurs, kings of Iberia. As we already have
learned Bakur, son of Rev is same great Bakur mentioned in the Syrian
Vita of Peter. He was on the throne in the first half of 4" c .

Reign of Bakur, son of Trdat might be began from the end of the
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fourth century, but we can say for sure that he was on the throne
from the beginning of 5% century: his father was in power in the sec-
ond half of 4* century and he was not followed directly by his son,
but by Sauromaces/Saurmag, Varaz-Bakur/Aspacures and Barzabod.
It is clear that he is same Iberian king Bakur who is mentioned by Ru-
finus of Aquileia whose informatory in matters of Iberian conversion
was “very truthful man” gentis ipsius rex Bakur who was comes do-
mesticorum and dux of the limes in Palestine and who later became
king by the time Rufinus of Aquileia wrote his work, i. e. beginning
years of the fifth century. This chronology makes obvious that “the
very truthful man” by Rufinus should be identified with Bakur, son of
Trdat mentioned in The Conversion of Kartli.

The king Bakur, son of Trdat for a long time (at least since
his fathers’ death in 360s), was in Byzantium in military service
of the emperor. Actually, he too was respected hostage of Byz-
antines awaiting his time for occupying the throne of Kartli. Byz-
antines supported him. Without any doubt he was pro-Byzantine
ruler. In his reign the division of Kartli ended: this became possible
because Byzantines returned to him the part of Kartli which was
controlled by them since time of Kartli’s division. Thus, Bakur’s
reign is marked with unification of Kartli. Bakur was very active
in that part of the country which traditionally was characterized
with tendency to succession. As an example of this policy could be
mentioned the construction by Bakur of the magnificent church in
Bolnisi. He began the building of this church and actually ended it,
only some works for its completion was continued in reign of his
successor - the king Pharsman.

Perhaps Bakur, son of Trdat was the most attractive member of
Chosroid family: full of every kind of virtues he made very successful
military career in Byzantium and enjoyed wide popularity in intellec-
tual circles. The evidences about him provide not only Rufinus, but
some other Byzantine historians and very influential pagan philoso-
pher Libanius as well. Libanius was representative of sophist school
and he considered Bakur as his friend. Though Libanius was not a
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Christian, his friends included such Christians as John Chrysostom
and Theodore of Mopsuestia. Thus, Bakur’s relations with Libanius
cannot be used as evidence confirming that he was not Christian by
390s and was converted only later.

Bakur, son of Trdat (according to The Conversion of Kartli) and
“very truthful man” (according to Rufinus of Aquileia) is mentioned
in Armenian sources as well. He was king by the time of Mastoc’s
first visit in Kartli in middle 410s, however by the Mastoc’s second
visit (beginning of 420s) king of Kartli was Archil. Thus, Bakur son of
Trdat died in period between 410s-420s. One can narrow this period
further: according to The Conversion of Kartli Bakur was followed by
kings Pharsman and Mirdat. And only after them the throne of Kartli
was occupied by above mentioned Archil. Thus, in period between
410s-420s should be placed the following facts: the death of Bakur,
reign of Pharsman, Mirdat and, finally, enthronement of Archil. Too
many facts in too short interval of time: it is clear that Bakur died
shortly after he met Mastoc in Kartli.

Some researchers erroneously associate invention of Georgian
scrip to this Bakur because some Armenian sources present his con-
temporary Mastoc as a creator of Georgian alphabet. However, it is
incorrect conception: Georgian alphabet was invented long before
this epoch in times of king Pharnavaz (4th-3" cc BC) as informs about
this Leonti Mroveli. Mastoc was promoter of Byzantine political-cul-
tural project aimed at creating homogeneous cultural spaces for new-
ly converted nations and for this purpose invent for them new al-
phabets or replace exited ones. It is obvious that Mastoc as emissary
of Byzantines wanted to change Georgian alphabet which from his
point of view was bad as remnant of pagan culture. Mastoc endeavor
was successful in Armenia; however, it failed in Georgia as ancient
Georgian alphabet did survive: the available one is marked by pagan
worldview. There were many reasons of Mastoc’s project’s failure in
Kartli: available (invented in time of king Pharnavaz) Georgian alpha-
bet had long tradition and was perfectly adapted to the necessities of
Georgian language; Mastoc who did not know Georgian, was not able
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to propose scrip compatible in quality with this alphabet. And, finally,
there should not be overlooked the role of king Bakur, son of Trdat
who as broadly minded man did not give his preference to Mastoc’s
proposal only because of ideological reasons and did not replace per-
fect, but pagan cultural monument with imperfect one proposed by
Christian ecclesiastic. Thus, though Bakur did not invent Georgian al-
phabet, he did contribute to its survival.

During the reign of Bakur, son of Trdat in early 410s was born
Murvanos — Peter the Iberian. As it was already mentioned Murva-
nos, was Bakur’s nephew. By the time of his uncle’s death he was a
child, probably five of six years old.

Evidently Bakur, son of Trdat also died without male heir as he
was followed by Pharsman who was son of his aunt — Trdat’s sister
(daughter of Rev). Pharsman’s enthronement can be considered as
indication to the authority’s crisis: Chosroids had to choose candidate
for the throne among descendants of woman members of the fami-
ly. Pharsman’s reign was very short. However, he contributed to the
completion of church in Bolnisi.

The Conversion of Kartli does not explain who next to Pharsman
king Mirdat was for him. However from The Life of Kartli we learn
that Mirdat was Pharsman’s brother. Mirdat also was king for a very
short time. He died in Persia, as was taken by shah’s official. Evidently,
he was killed by Persians. In The Conversion of Kartli the information
about Mirdat is very brief, so it is impossible even to suppose why
Persians were so cruel towards him. In The Life of Kartli is presented
his very eloquent portrait: he did not bow nor before Byzantines nei-
ther Persians and fought simultaneously with both. Thus, his tragic
end was unavoidable.

Evidently, Mirdat’s reign was again followed by short interreg-
num period. It was terminated by the accession of Archil in the early
420s.

Just by this time twelve years old Murvanos was sent to Byzan-
tium as a respected hostage. This was unambiguous indication that
Murvanos also was intended to occupy the throne. Murvanos was
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Chosroid in maternal line. His father Varaz-Bakur/Aspacures belonged
to the powerful aristocratic family of Khidareli.

In The Conversion of Kartli there is no indication who was king
Archil for his predecessor Mirdat, however from the Syrian Vita of
Peter the Iberian we know that great Bakur i. e. king Bakur, son of
Rev, had brother by name Arsilios who in very advanced age became
king. As there is no other Georgian king by name Archil before the
eighth century, it is clear that Arsilios of the Vita and king Archil of The
Conversion of Kartli are one and same person. Thus, king Archil too
was grandson of king Mirian, brother of Bakur, son of Rev and Trdat,
son of Rev, Mirdat’s uncle. This fact allows us to conclude that Mirdat
too died without heir and because of this after him the throne was
occupied by his uncle in maternal line.

Archil is mentioned by Armenian authors of the fifth century Ko-
riwn and Movses Khorenatsi in the context of Mastoc’s second visit
in Kartli.

Archil was of extremely ascetic mood and evidently did not
planned to be a king and only crisis of authority (absence of mail
heirs) forced him to become king.

Despite his advanced age by the time of enthronement Archil
was unmarried. He did not wanted to be married and when was forc-
ibly married, continue to keep his virginity and soon divorced. Ac-
cording to the Vita of Peter the Iberian Archil made the royal palace
like church. As it was already mentioned his father Rev also was of
ascetic mood and refused to occupy the throne. The ascetic spirit
was common among Christian aristocracy in Late Antiquity. Georgian
royal family was closely linked with the centers of Christendom and
the ideal of ascetic ruler deeply persuaded worldview of Georgian
political elite.

Archil had not heir and it was impossible for him to have any in
future as well. Thus, his enthronement was not solution of authority’s
crisis which faced Chosroid family since Bakur’s death. Archil’s reign
should be considered as temporary measure. But how Chosroids saw
the solution of the problem?
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One evidence preserved in the Syrian Vita of Peter the Iberian
helps us to answer this question. According to this source Archil ruled
the country jointly with the Peter’s father i. e. with Varaz-Bakur/As-
pacures.

Archil was not only very old, but undoubtedly inexperienced rul-
er. Archil needed Peter’s father Varaz-Bakur/Aspacures as co-ruler.

The only heir was Murvanos who was grandson of Archil (as Pe-
ter’s grandfather Trdat was Archil’s brother). Actually both Archil and
Varaz-Bakur/Aspacures were waiting to returning of Murvanos. How-
ever, Murvanos who also was ascetic by nature from the very early
age, escaped imperial apartments and fled to Palestine where he be-
came monk and by this decision put end to the hopes of his father
and grandfather. In the new circumstances Georgian ruling circles
found alternative solution to the problem: Archil adopted Varaz-Bak-
ur’s son Mirdat (same Ultra) from his first marriage. Mirdat/Ultra was
father of Vakhtang Gorgasali. Thus, Vachtang Gorgasali actually was
not Chosroid, however, he as well as all next Georgian kings until the
eighth century ruled in name of Chosroids.

The epoch when Archil was in power represents one of the most
unfavorable periods in whole Georgian history: the pressure of Iran
was too hard and political situation was characterized by instabili-
ty. Four archbishops were changed because they were not able to
please Iran. Iranians tried to transform archbishops into shah’s offi-
cials. Eventually they achieved this goal. Though this happened after
Archil’s death, however, it is clear that during Archi’s reign Iranians
permanently attempted to do this and the fact of changing of four
archbishops reflects this sad reality.

The economical situation also was very far from perfection: the
first wooden church in the capital city of Mtskheta had been fallen
down. As it was already mentioned according to Georgian tradition
this was special church marking the sacral center of the World: as
was believed church was built on the place where the most sacral
thing — The Robe of Lord was entombed and kept Vivifying Pillar. It
was impossible to restore this church and archbishop who was resid-
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ing here, had to be moved to another church and took with him the
Vivifying Pillar.

However, at least one positive fact definitely happened during
the Archil’s reign. This was construction of the church of Proto-mar-
tyr Saint Stephen. In 415 the remains of Stephen miraculously were
obtained in Palestine. This fact echoed throughout the whole Chris-
tendom. From now on saints began to be treated as special agents
contributing to the spread of Christianity; their relicts too had been
endowed with great importance. Georgian Christian rulers even be-
fore these facts showed great interest in obtaining relicts. Especially,
vigorous in this was Varaz-Bakur/Aspacures whose efforts affected his
son Peter; Peter admired the relicts of Persian Saints which were sent
to his father from Persia by his men. These relicts indeed had played
great role in life of Peter the Iberian.

The construction of Saint Stephen church in Mtskheta was al-
most synchronous with building of church in Jerusalem where the
greatest portion of relicts was kept. By this time Peter the Iberian
was in Jerusalem and even attended the consecration of the church
in 438. He was very close to the persons who had direct access to
these relicts: Melania the Younger and Empress Eudocia. It is why
one can suppose that Peter was able to get some relicts of Saint Ste-
phen for the church in his native city. Thus, there is high probability
that the church in Mtskheta possessed the relicts of Saint Stephen.
Only by this fact might be explained the initiative of Georgian no-
bility to build Saint Stephen church in Mtskheta in extremely unfa-
vorable times when even restoration of the church of Vivifying Pillar
was impossible. Stephen’s church in Mtskheta should be considered
as an important fact in history of Christianity. It was evidently one of
the most ancient churches of Saint Stephen. This church is preserved
fragmentally until today.

The History of Chosroids described here is quite different from all
available representations. The author of this book uses same sourc-
es as other students of this period, however, interpretations are not
similar.
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* % %

Peter Brown introduced the concept of Late Antiquity. He showed
with due depth that this was very specific period of the world history:
the period of transition from classic antiquity to middle ages which
was ignored by previous scholarship. According to Brown this period
begins from the second century and lasts till eighth century. For this
period Christendom was marked with very special perceptions and
worldview.

The history of the royal family of Chosroids is in these chronolog-
ical limits. Kartli in period of their being in power was determined to
become part of Byzantine cultural circle and as a result of this desire
the happenings in the centers of Christianity echoed in Kartli right
away; at the same time Kartli retained its well-defined cultural profile
as well as political preferences.

Fourth-fifth centuries are a period when Georgians, “the people
of pagan God Armaz”, were born anew in Christ. The process of adop-
tion of Christianity and its establishment was leaded by Georgian roy-
al family of Chosroids - the galaxy of deeply religious and intellectual
politicians.
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