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absbagdymo. 88 GMAJdL, s bsmMhab omal@bymgdlsg, Jo-
39700 MI330L PhmEogb.

MI356amo 3obgmob Ggmo@mmosty boyinbigdal dsbdomby
93@00 Mommo s shagmmgzsmmszsbo gonbmaggbg@ninma 3MmagLo
008ce0bomymos. obGmMmoypmo fHysmmydo g30936mogb, Mmd of
SMLgdmMdbgo 373)-6530Mmgdse IMbBs;gLozy 93@mMJorxmba bogmboo
sbobgdoymon, 3Mm3nbingdn//,,d430yb00” (Lognomoz 3obgoo, 33-
bgon, 39y, §1dgoon, byxgon, 30807°hs60). LB3sslb3s 3gMomdo,
LodanMmbyM 3PMENMMo Yhoaymomolzdobs s 3mmodagymo 9)-
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A&mJgmoal 3nmmodgddn, bLgbgdnmao 3Mm30b630700L GgmodmMas ns-
3emy0mey, 39Bmomgdal bomyxby dLb3znmmadmes 56 gdgmmdmes.
97L00580bo©, 033MIdMES o3> 0 03 sgnmal Labgmmadss.t
GMmonEnyms© 33 MygnmbL 97378adsMgdmEs smdmbozmmgo Lo-
Joo3gammb dmnsbgoong — 0md-13353-bg3bnMmgon, Mmdgmbsg ndy-
Semm dgbg0s 3Jmbs AMommgo 353356070 300gmMd 6.

Logdomm3zgmmULs s EsmaLEbL gedymxzn babo doMoovSE -
®maLEBOL BmyxdBY, SensbHbal 870ccnbsfmgadnl godymaz Jgby, dowo-
mey,? MdEs 9§nbgmao Jobyomals Afommgmo bsbm3zsma Lyzdsmeo
335aM705c00 nym, Bmaxgm 030 BoMIM3IOMES s nLEGMMonl Fom-
399 9&83B7 amabBbMo dmeagdal bogmbgdn (bybdgdn) Jomomm
3manodninm bozmEgdo 9Jgmebgb.3

doMmnomMns Jommym-smabidbni nmongmormosl dognnsb bsb-
3Mdmn30, InsMmn s LanbEgmalm abEmMns o33, Bogmsd J3gdmm
3MgobEmmoym Hombyml dbmmme BMgdgb@nmasg dj3g6gdnm,
Mo0a50 30339L00Ls s, 3MB3MEYME, L33z Mygnmbol Nd3-
Lo dmbsbangmdal 3ogmgmabom3mmmannio s b3 33em73700,
sbg3] shgdgmemagonmo dmbsgdx00 sh3mamydoo gdobbogmnmos
S3@mMmos 3mmgd@o3al dogm 2022 §. godmEgdnmo dmbmagmoznnls
30M33mm o300.* 8300063730l ynmomadsl, 8 dbma3, dbmmme
bLybgdnm 6s3MmAdn HomImeagboem doMmomow sl33690bg dg35h7-
Mg0m. sagbamos, MmA Y337 0MbxIML bobnsd Amymmydnmon
39330600 (bLagdomo3zgamm, MI35bEgma sHgMmodsnxsbo, Lmdbgoo,
hfommyom 30330L00) 93@MJombo AmLsbamgmos dofmomos do-
9310036905 LodbMmgmgzmmamanmon mMabob BAgmmsdnsbm3nb3o-
e Bo3l, MmIgmbog sboboomgdl d3oxmome godmbsGymn ©m-

1 300530dg 3. 3ob6gool Hombymosb, §ogbdn _ 358s30dg 3., nMydsdy 3.,
XomMs0sdg 6., xob0s830am0 ., LBE3MoL3nMms dMbsbeMgamMds d3gmoE s
Sbs (3obgomn) _ md., 2022, 33.7-8.

2 x933603300m0 0., Loygomon3zgmmb Lsbmamado obEMmMoymo ©s Mebsdymmsy
035mbsbmabingm gebbngnyamo, 3M. cbBMMoymo Mamo@g@gdn, od. 1989, 3. 14.

3 Oybbymodzomo ., bLagomm3zgamb obGmMonmo ggmghoxnol doMomasn
Lognmbgdn, M. 1977,8 33.214; do@Mbnd30am0 35673@0, sfams LoBaBmbs
Lodomom3zgmmUs, Jomomamals sbm3zmgds @. IV, 30.1979. g3. 556.

4 L3BEM3MOL3nMs BmLsbegMdS d3gama s sbgms (3obgomn) od., 2022, 33. 12-30.
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mogdmimsbymo gmmdol domomo Jomobomgzgmo, Lsdysmmby
domomon, 30fMm s 333g00MoE 3Mmxyomomgdymo baby gb3nmab
domomo PbsgnMoom. gl sbomm3memmanyma &n3dn Bxdmblgbgdymo
MabmoMn3n 30M03BENL 3o335L0M Bsnmlobgmosl 3n93nm3650s.1
dmbobndbs3z0s, MMAE EomaLlEBbYMo dmeadol bognbgddo 3o335Lom-
BnMmol g3aMm@oom 33b63Jds 30L309M0,”> bmem 3569000l BmLsbamg-
mdsdn 0dgMmoymo (smdmbozmgmgdsmomon) sbomm3mmmaoymo
&030. Lyzdome densma 3Mabomemmanyma Bsbagmab sbsemabol dg-
935 d30dmyds ©dIX0Mg00m 0mJ3sl, MmI Jobgombs s ol do-
0cog0oMmyee 0MNbysmbL babsdn doMmomss sbmzmmds bysdbfgog-
3Mmm3g0nmo Msbol BAgmomsdystBm3nL3nmyma Gndn, MmIgmbsg
8933390 3mmodmMBYEMMOS SbsLNSMJOS. NRMM 33056gMON,
83050506 03nM0 bobolb 3Msbgmemmaoyma Tobogms dmHAmol, mma
0egmdomymods o3 o3 gdmgdodo dgxs3moms. sbofm3manmagonmo
G030l 53335M0 Lndysmy B07bgEs35 SMBLHMMINMIdal dsbdogmby
0y0dn30 d0gMmo3ngdol, 0bxzomEMmognobs s gobminm@nmnmo
GMIBLBMMASE00LY, SSLENMgOL, MM 3570l dmbsbMmgmdsL s
0L LOdxBMOMML doMmoosse ghon ggba@ninmo HomBmaBszmmds
33mboo. 3

50839M 333606 83ysmgodl 3smgmbosmmm3memaonma dobo-
mob ©bd-0b ggbg@0snmo FoMm3gMmgdal sbomobog, Mmdgmog Lody-
SemMg0sl ndmy3s oanbgl ©b3d-ob BnEsgonls gsbaLbsbmzMymo
05h376709m0 - 3o3mmEn3n. 303MmmEN30 d9MNNdbJdL BmLabengm-
00l goM3379e Xa3nBL, 393mmyanBL, Mmdgmois Lomozgl Lagmom
00b53Mnlogsb, 9.9. 3o@MosmJnlogsbd, nmgdl. g.0. gl gom33gymfo-
My doMEMManYMa Imbsmglbozg Xa8nB0s. sbobndbszns, MM 3o3-
MMY3NRBO S JnbagyMmo 3m;3b0mgds JMM3sbgolb s gdomb3gss,
M50850 303emmE 03700 cnn 6oL §nb gonaz356#)0676 gsd0fsBg s
9ma3056730000 Lb3sLLB3S gonbagyMm gMmmgymaddn gogMmonsbbyb.
8263®03nM3s 33e0m9358 dhH3506s, MM 39335L00L sbazmMgo bafoemdon

1 300530d7 3. sbsbgmadnmo 6sdmmadon, 3. 10-13; degopos A. UcTopuyeckas
sTHorpadumsa cesepHoro Kaskasa, M. 1983, 33.17

2 depopos A,3Lsbgmgdnmo bsdmmado g3. 18.

3 0d39, 83. 14-15.
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©m3dnbsb@ns G2a, bmmm sm3mbszmamdo _ J2 o J1 303mmxaIYR0.
50 X3818300L omamo B3lgeMomo Hommo 3033560gamgxddo 080l 8@ 30-
3907m0ss, Mmd d3300Mmn dmbLobamgmodal gonbmbgds hsdmys-
00905 LHMmMgE 58 353MmMmYaN3100L Fo@omgdgm 3m3NmoEngdL
©og®BNdbs.! b3 doM3ghmgdnl sbomobo goM33nm HomAmeagbol
330J860b Lb3zssbb3s 3gMmomedn dndnbafmy dogMmosonmo 3Mma]-
Lgdob dgbobgd. 8s8., h3960 ynmomgds Bondymm 08 Bod@ds, Mma go-
Lam@Esm BLEs3LYOSL 8873670l BoM3xMgd0 sMaLELNL Agbmdmac
9bmszmyd Jomoryym gobmagmoxsnym Xanxdn, 0ydgodo s nMsbdo,
B9My0sbdn, goblabmadnm Jomm3zgmaddo. mMmo3]y xanado Hod-
y35600 J2 393mmyana3n,2 Mag XVI bsninbol 30M37an Bsbgzsman 3o-
bgodo dmadbsm 3mmo@ninMmo s ©IBmaMmoxzonmo 3o@s3mmnbay-
00U, 39Mdme 30 003630 goLobmadabogsd ms30L omHa30lL BnBbom
dmbobagmool 3obgonl d0oMmoEsb_oydgmdn dogMmognal dggan
1605 0ymb.3 58 Loznmbl J330mo YBMm Esh3momgdnm dg3365000.

LonbEgMgbm sl336900L 893901700l Lodnsmgdsl ndeng3s
sthdgmanmaonmo  dobogms.  sEMgOMabysomlb  bsbsdo (d3. §. IV
300LHaIIMELB) EMI356ImO gobgmal GamodmMmas 8mJsgnmo
0ym 3@335Mm-0Mmogdbol 3ym@ymol shgomdn, MmB3ymdog sbg3g -
©0mEs 0000Jdolb dogmo Lsdbmgo 3933560, AfnmMM-ELLS3MIN
00360, SMIMBLI3MIN dSBsGMMONY S AMomm smAmbs3zmaom 3o-
330L00 (EaMaLESbN). gbos g3mds MmeaLsg sHnbsymes moombals
(0mM0bxsoml) 8m3m390s s dabn Homdmgds, dsmam ombgl dosmfns
0700969m000 o 3603365cmm3560 Bggbmmmannmo d3mgdn gobson-
0nomyxoymo 3gnmbymodal LodoMizmom ngiss. dnfomdmldggdsdn

1 0339, 83. 16-17.

2 d3b6ggamos M. sbomosdg 8., 00msdg e., hogm3zsbo b., b8semadg 3., 3039em0dg 8.,
maM05d30em0 8., 33mbazamgo Lagdommzgmmb Bmbsbangmonl dgsmgdoon
3m3ymogonmo  336gB03nMo  33am33s,  39335L0ol  SBbom3memans o
9nbmenmgns, Lagmmsdmmobm 3mb3gmgbinol dsbogngdn, gdm3bg0s v35¢0.
3o0mbsb 90Yd1mnd30m0L s0S©EIONSL 90 Henobms3zl, 3. 157.

3 db6ggmos M. sbomosdg 8., 00msdg e., hogm3zsbo b., b3semadg 3., 3039em0dg 8.,
mMaM05d30e0 3., 33mbezamgo Lagdommzgammb Bmbsbangmonl dgsmgdoon
3m3ymogonmo  836gB03nMo  33am33s,  39335L0ol  SBbom3memans o
9nbmenmgns, Lagmmsdmmobm 3mb3gMmabinols dslogmgdn, gdm3bg0s v35¢0.
3o0mbsb 90Yd1mnd30m0L s0S©IONSL 90 Henobms3zl, 3. 157.
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bond3zgma hsgysts ,,anmbnm 80Homdmgdgadsl”, sbGMmEyds
0mMogo300l gamy836@700, ©s0fhygl cmoombolb noMmomgdol gedmyg-
6709, 3ohbs OMMOMNIb0 BMIBbL3MMEN, Y o.0. 585LSbs3] gob3n-
oMy dgLsgmbmgmodsg: 3ys3zom dbbznmazgbs s §3momazgbs
Lagmbgamo, dmsdn s dmabfnbs bmedo dmbLsbemgmods dnlieg3s
LabmMbyM BgLogdmbegmdsL s 0.3. 1

090 0M0obyomb bobodn 8@330M-oMmadbol 3yen@&yMs djo-
335My ,0MaYymmMmMabymo 3nm@Eymom”, Mmdgmog dma3nsbgdo0m
0Mosmamob 3nm@nmod hosboizme. Loxwnd3zgmosbs dng3shbos
dmbLsbmydy, MmA 030 Pbs Hoamdmgadbomaym 3@ 335M-sMagdlol 3nam-
Aol 056567 s 98 3NMEYM0L Fo@omgxdgm dmbsbmgmodsl 36nd-
3650mm3560 gobagyMmo 33eomydgdn oM Ybs gobygos. mnmgmb
50 135mbsBMOLL Nbs 9Habssmdgagdmegl nd 3gMmomedno dmo-
boomo 8603363emm3560 LmEnsmMYM-g3mMbmAngyMo 33eM0Mxdx00:
3bmzmyds dahys sMmgdmabysmbmmnbogm bodmbabmamgdby;
AmbsbgMOs 3oo30s Lansmamm 87Lodmbmgmodsty s sd330-
s domomss doalbfjobgombs s Gnbsfmgms bgmodgddo, Lo-
o3 bgmboyhgmo 3ommodgdn aoym 3Mmodo@oynm dmmfyznmo dofo-
00mJdggd0nbs s Lonsmsmm dgbogmbmmgmoolomsnl; dgndhbgss
03Momazgbs Mgmbsbo Logmbal, 3gmdme gb3zmab dsBgdol Gg-
b3b3ns; 80339my0YmMOLom30L 587090 Lyzdome FsbdBs0YM ymM-
M3y LOASMbdL o o.d. Mabag Bmanghmon 333emg35Mn Afhnemm
39339L000sb AgLogmbamg-dgxmag &mAgoal 56 §abs sHnnsb dngmo-
30790 bo3og00L d30mbL3Msbl 130330MYdL, JogMad 330JMmd NBMM
00bomg00s 3. 30d930dab 303mongbs, MmA dogMmogoymo byzogdnl
mmao o8 dg0mb3g3edn asb30070mMNs o o3 B030b oMmnbo-
oMo 33mMomgogdn genmosmumn 0NbldMmn3-3aods@ymo 30do-
3m0B8700m, 39Mdmee 58 Mygnmbdn osLEMNMgdYmoa babgmdmnzn

1 300530dg 3. obobymgdnmo bsdmmadn, g3. 19; Maromegos P., Xasamos [,
HoBble MamATHWKKM Kypo-apakckol K.M.0.8 npearopHom u ropHom [larecTaHe,
KaBKas B cucteme Ky/nbTypHbIX cBA3el EBpasuu B APEBHOCTU U CPEAHEBEKOBbE
XXX «KpynHoBckue uTeHua» Kapavaesck 2018 r, g3. 103-107; [dasymos
O.,.Apxeonoruyeckme namatHuKM KOxHoro [arectaHa, *ypHan «Bo3poxkaeHue»,
2000 r. (656sb0s 09.04.2025) bgmdabsfh3mBos https://blog.welcomedagestan.
ru/dagpost/arheologicheskie-pamyatniki-yuzhnogo-dagestana/.
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Sbmdsmonmo g3sem30m, P6s ymaznmoym gsdmf3gymo.?

bLYbgOMo 303mogBol Mmaninmmodsdo g3omHdnbgol dyo
0MabyomL bsbsdn EMy356amn smabBbal GgmaodmMmasty dgJ-
960mon 30m0My0s. d3. §. -1l sosbHemgymol doxbsy AMomm-o-
mImbo3mgon  30335L0530 Esnfym 3@ 335M-sMmogjLnbmmnbgmon
Snm@nhymo JMomool sdms. dmnsb smgbdsbdo hsdmysmo-
09005 shggmmmaoymo 3nm@nms, Mmdgmbsg gnbholb 3nmE&nmab
mMm35eM1M 35M03bEs© 300h69396.2 03 3gmomenl sLobegdg0d0
mf &o3L godmymazgb: I. dbgmoce doboagmdn donsbymol Jengm-
3500 sbobmgogdn (Bgdm aynbodon, L3S, I3nMAsON s LL3.). Il
9nbofmgms Bgmoligdby 8obmaggdma sdmMmmodnl slobmydgdn
(0asbsn 1, nfmgobsan Il, gnbha Il ). bogbmamgdmal shhgznbsl yyme-
M0sL 9737300696 G0Homdmgdgegdabsmszal 30Maal BoMOIMdY-
00b, bLodmzmadoL s Hymab Losbemsgl.® Bo@gmosenymo yenogmo
39m@nmob bazghmdn dmaAbsm (33em0MgogoL, bLB3sms dmmal, Y3o-
390M7096 3am0ds@nmo 30Mmodg00L 33¢0M0Mxd70LsE (sMnEnBsENSL)
1393d0M7096".

830500M0bxoM-soMgM3nbal bobs (d3.9. Il sobHmonmals 3g-
mfrg bobgzsfmo — d3. §. | sosbamgnmol obshyoln) smdmbozmam
LagoMmonzgmmmb Gamo@dmmasty 9.9. 6337006 LobEIIaL” AsAmys-
m00o300L g3mgdss. LHmMmge o3 633300L Loxwnd3zgmby gohbs 3nMm-
330 J0bm-ggmaMmoxsnnman s gombm3mmo@ninmno gmmgymyda,
MHmIImmsE 3oM3339mo LobyE3zmomIdgdem ©EEIdEy dmomfogl.
58eMmmnbgmon smdmbazmaom Logdosmmsgmmb Gamodmmosty, om-
M-5em3Bbol snBdn, smdmhgbomoas dMmozsemMoibm3sbn dM0bxsmL

1 300930d7 3. sbobgmgdynmo bsdmmdon, g3. 21-23; 350530d7 3. 39335L00
1d33amabo  EmMmoEsb ob. §. IV b-8cg, 3933500l olEGmMos, Myc. M.
99®M3390m0, @. | 0. 2023, 33. 125.

2 0g3), 83- 126.

3 Maromesos, P., fopHbIli [larectaH v toro-BOCTOMHaA YeyHa B 3MOXy cpeaHelt 6poH3bl,
(aBTOpPEdepat ancceptaumm) Mockea 1992. (6565650510.04.2025), byemdobosfzcomBos
https://cheloveknauka.com/gornyy-dagestan-i-yugo-vostochnaya-chechnya-v-epohu-
sredney-bronzy.

4  Maromepnos, P MaTtepuanbl K U3y4eHUIO KyAbTyp 3Noxm 6POH3bl B MPMMOPCKOM
[arectaHe, Maxaukana to 2000, g3. 106.
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LadMdmenm nsmamo (7.9. 3obnma Lo@gzmgdn, BobMmsdgiMnmo dndab-
30700 o bB3. ), 3MBEg6EMOYmMO bsBgd0m EoBRSMYMBILs3nMo-
560, §303565M730 nbno sdBoIdYM0 3301bgmdal 60d1dgdn s
5.0. 3069030 godm3mgbam 58 g3mdal sthggmmmannm 3nmEnmsty
39Myob Mondy 360336gemm3560 Bxdmddgegdal 33semo s dgnd-
hBg30. 98 3MMEYMolL enmzsmnmo 30M036EJO0L sbsema®Bo ndeng3s
Lodnomadsl godmomg3sl dmbstmgyds, Mmd dobn dx8mgdgen aym
530mMmoOMn30 Ambsbengmodys, 306300L, 36700L s 3gMmgdal Hnbo3-
Mg00. sagnmmomo3n LyoLEMIGN n8gbs dmogmo smImhbs,
mmd doon dngm dgddbogmo 3ym@nmab Labmzmgdn AmBy3bm bsbsdn
5 Mg d1s bdY3N6970303 0mMJdal 0gn3g sMmhs, Mo d3.9. I
-1 sosbHamgnmob doxbsby nym. owggbomas, Mm3 smBmbszmgom

Logomozgamdn gadm3zmgboenn y3zgams sthdgmenmaonmo 3pmEnms
83633039M 303d0M3ns HobsdmmMdImSb J.0 335336 dob3znmaomgdals

9093360 x0d30. smb0dbymo 300073 YBMHM G ©BoXIMIOMMOSL
Ldgbl AMLsBMgOSL, MM dMNbYSML Bsbnsb dmymmgdnmMo oM. Lo-
Jofmm3zgmmb Ggmo@mmnsy Jobasnmo LydLEMsE oM d7E3mom.,?
0mdEs sthdgmenmagonm 3ym@nmgddo sMbgdnmo gomMm33zgymo sbo-
mmangdn LsdbMmgom s AMomm 35330L05L dmMmal 3MbEod@goby
d0on0o;goL.

LodbMmgo s AMomm3s335Lgam bagmbos 3MgnbEmmaonmo 33-
Momgenb 33emg35d0 ccnen Mmann 960gFg0s M0ba3nLbENM Bmboxdgol.
05658730MmM37 MNba30LEMS 39335L0MmMmanyMm 33eM]37000 sM0sMy-
0mM0s 39335L00L bogmbos Jommzgmmymo s dmab s3¢mJombo 563-
0oL 3363303900 YMmoghmogszdoma. sggwsb godmdnbsfy ndgman-
m-35335607M0 g6300L 3eMmabng03300L Lodydom 30M0sbETn 4 XanNB0
dgc00l: 1) Jofmonmo; 2) sxbsbtym-somgymo; 3) babyMmo; 4) comy-
LEbYMN.2 N0MOY-35335L0YM0 96700l 8363EN3M0 30300Mxd0 S
58 9650 3gbgommannmo 3molinsnisEns oEsbEGNMIdYmMos Joso
Bo0gLoM YMonogmoimdsms 33emg30L 8gomenl dnbjy3nm. s80L
do1byoozse o3 gboms Logmom Hobofmg gbnwsb dmAabsmgmdal

1 350930d7 3. sbobgmgdnmo bsdmmdo, g3. 27-30.
2 Aybys 8., 30335L00L 93EMJombo 76900, 3933500l banbgdn, 3mE&NMIdN,
96300, 0., 2023, 33.10
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03303900 YMYMaLn s8MEsb6ss. 30M5M705L H30bs MmnbgzaliEym
BOJAHMMIOb (mMxzgdoms ghomdsm3mnsbn d705g70mmds o
dgLoaMydgm madLogyMm gMmgymoms geblbosnomgdnma bLodmimy
%069000) gmooe 5dbgmgol 30335L00L ggmamosnnEsb godmdon-
Bofg 30005MJ0s. 39Mdme, dmnsbo MebdsxzEn s sd0m godm§3g-
Yo 37@0653mMId0 0BMMOENS goba3nMmmogdl Lb3sslbzs amisso-
367 Lobsydmm 969080 L3gE0xBN3NMo 3MmEgLydal gob3nmomydal,
Mmm3gmaos 33m3J353 bazdme Moymos.!

d3. §. 30M33mm s0sLHemgymdn Lodbgo 3933560330 3608367mMm-
3560 g;bm3mmo@n3no d3fmgdo dmbgs. g nym dgsfgdno 3oy
3mmn@n3nmo gmogymgdol (J39ybgdal) Homdmdmodnls s dmag3ns-
63000 domn g nsb Lobgma8Hoxrmgdomns LobEgdsdo gogmonsbydal
33mgs. dfobgmao 3obgomal Gamo@mmnsty sdemmnbogmo gobm-
3mao@n3nmo 3005MJ00L 33tM930LoM30L BOLEYEIOIM OMOJOL
9703936 ,,Jomomal gbmzmgods”, 3gMdme ol sbshyol Bshomdo
930 ;bbBegds “gbm3zmgds Jomm3zgmams 33833 s 30M373mMm-
015850600 358508 S bamglozms”, Mmdgmdog boh3zxb3008 SMAMULS-
390 bagomm3zgmmb ,,939ybgdso” sbsfazmgdal 3MmagLn. n3. xo-
3060330amb 80ohbs, MMA 3 MbBYEgoal 93@MML bymo 3jmbeos
d3gmo Hyommgodn, Lasy smfaMmomo oym LBE3sESLBIS xdnly s
LodmazmmL babmamydn. Bmasb o3 Labmzmadolb sMbnd3bolol nbgoo
Labgao og3b bmendg dmblLgbgdnmMa MmAymai Bob Mmb smef sM-
LgdMO Y S 33000633Mxd0LSM30L doYagdsmMa nym, s30&ma 0gn ndy-
@300 0ym 0g3] o8 Lobgmol gobdsm@gds sgmorm.?

bLgbgodnmMOo Hysmlb sbsgnabobs s Jobgonl GamodmMasty dm-
3m3309mo sthjgmammaoynmo dsbomob bosyd3gmby Johonm odm-
MomgMmo30530 8oxgIMIOMOLS EILSONMYOYMN, MmA 337 d3. §. |
S03LHemgnmal Bgmmg babg3oMmdn o sbgdmd s 3obgmal, 3nbgoals
o 3gMgonl 3mmo@n3nmo JMognmgdn. 50 ,,J33Ysbsms” Lsbmzmgdn
0900035 033mMyOmey, LB3ssbbzs abGmMmoym 3gmomedn doscn
obobymgogon BdoMmow gMmBobgols woMms3zws, Bmgxam 3gMmymdo

1 0339 83. 160-161.
2 x935603300m0 0. d3gemo Jomorpamo baobGmMom 3fghanmods, mbb. @. VII, »o.,
1977, 33.187.
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dogmo 3obgomon dgeomes, B56, 3nfajom, 3obgon 3gMmgmb dgnEe3cy,
bobog 30 gl 8oy Logmom Labgymom 3obgom-3gfgmoe nfmegdmeos.
003 EsMaLEBDBIMIOS6 LOIMBEBIIGM BMbLL, doMomss, nbEm-
Mmoymo 39Mgon Homdmoagbs. b. dgMdiabndznmb doshbes, Mmd
Sf0begmo 3obgon Logdomm3gammb Lb3s dbaMmyadmsb dgwsmydom
83050, Ly3dome Mmoo B0agMoENYEN S JObMINMEYMYo 3Mhm-
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003 505L0L dngMm goy3oMngmadnm 3obgmdo Gobmdma3zsce 3330c-
MgdmMEbyb sby3MIMNESL godmlyma JoMmm3gmgdn, Mmdy-
003 350M 7010 0Yy33676 53 Byhmo@mMmosty gbm3mgdabsm3ol bomzon
9bssm sEgnMMOMN3n 835MaMxdalom3nls  (,Hayanocb maccosoe
NMPOHWKHOBEHWE TPY3MHCKOTO 3THUYECKOro 3siemeHTa B Kaxetuio u3
3anaaHoli Mpysun. Hosble NoceneHLbl-rpy3nHbl O6b11M 06A3aHbI N1ATUTDL
AaHb MeCTHbIM aBapLLaM 3a MPOXKMBaHWE Ha 3TUX Tepputopuax”).! .
50Md30560L sBMom, 3obgmol Lmxzmyddo mal dsbmamydo omy-
LEBgEgd0 HomBMoalbgb oJxsb ,HfmMmdn” godgx330ma 935M700L
6530L.2

7. 90M330560L 58 xdYMIdOL LyHnbssmdyame by ncnJ3sl,
Mmmd sMmLgdmodl 3ofmsdnmn bmogdn 353356006 M3gd00L” 3gMmo-
medn smabEbymoms 3obgmdn dngMmsinal dgLbobgd. mBnsbmdol o
80030 0baS0b M30L LLsMHI390 donngmadn Bolmdmnzs EGmM370-
696 LOAMOMMUL o LB3sELLB3S FbaMmal, dsc AmMab, 3obgomabe-
396 G00amG3mebgb. 53 3MmEgLll byl PHymods s sbsmaligds
ybnmo bymobnazmgosy.? s8sbmsbssgy, oy Bydmblgbgydnmao dm-
LsBMgo0l MYomMOLL 83133700, mamgml yzsmmol dosdmyodo
93900 oMoy bay3nbgg00L dsbdnemby 8330CMMBOELYL s dsmn
domoosn bofoamo 0dgsb dmg3znsbidom my35begmn sbHgMmoes-

1 A6pamsH J., KBapenbckue aBapLibl: BY€PA, CErofHs, 3aBTpa (Uuka "HaumoHanbHble
MeHbLUMHCTBa 3akaBKasba'), (6obsbns 7.109.2025), bymdobs§zmbos https://
regnum.ru/news/815707

2 0333

3 KanyctnHaE., KapnostO,.KBAPE/IbCKUE ABAPLLbI B XX B.9nekTpoHHas bubanoreka
Myses aHTpononormn u atHorpadum um. Metpa Benukoro (KyHctkamepa) PAH
(6obsbns  7.109.2025), bymdobosfzcomdos  http://www.kunstkamera.ru/lib/
rubrikator/07/978-5-88431-187-7/. 83. 121; AKTbl, cobpaHHble KaBKa3cKoii
apxeorpadpuueckoin komuccuner, T 12, Tp 1904, g3. 1102.
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0xo00L BgmoBmmosty gowo3nws, dsdnb MmagmMm MNbs sabLbLU,
mmad 3obgodn Agbm3zmgd omali®bymaodl, gobnmo beyninbol 30-056
Pang0da dnemm 30380M3n 3Jmbsm smaLEbal MaLdydmanisbomsb
(0 oMo sBYMBONX6™0)?!. ol 30 oMo, bbdgdo xgMm Lodmemmeo
o3 0Yy3696 ods3Mxdmo 30650080 s SeMstEbob3nfgolb domoomo-
s Bodmmal Lodmzmo 0ygbgdbyb. my3300l NAgBLMOS Bo-
Bbnmob 377080 EsmgLGLbL d;gddo dnnmes, bass X3M 30I3
La3YMYdSdn 3JMbsm Lagbmamadgmo boggxdmMdgd0 s dnfols bo-
33900900.1 1933 §. comabBbob sblM-0b 3330L Me30xemMIsmol dsgo-
330L HaMmomnsb nM33335, MmA. 3067030 Lddmsdstme (Logmbanal
Lo3oEmmbme) cmosmomolb Monmbosb domomss Bhslmymo
dmbobagmonl bahomo Boames, Bmaxam 3o Lagmbgmml Bongamo
mysbo 803y3g0meys. 58 dg0mb3g3sdn dongagdn ymsganHomonmoco
Jmnbs o 08537 oagnmby 006530IOMEBIL, 00130L70Eb)6 To-
Do, 53300036 dgsmgdno dysm o Logydzmasb Lagbmamgdgmls
(,38685//35B8sam0sm), Mmoo gsblb3zszgdmes 3nM3j3ma Eo-
30L 3gLagdmbamgmdnlom3nls Esdsbalnsmgdgmn Mmadomo ,3nms-
6“-0b 56 ,,300mMogn” -Lgsb (LybmbyMmo dnbgydn). ?

obEmMmoymo fysmmgdobs s bashgnzm m3ndab@adol sbsgmo-
Bob Loxzndzgmby 6. MTsMdT30MTd OSENbY, MMA 3obg;dn by-
6d300b dngMmoEns, MmMIgmois semanm 3gmomedn doMNmSESE J3m-
6madn3nmo Bad&mmgdno nym gob3nmmodgdymoa, 30335L0yMa mdgd0l
3gomedn 033gmonmo 3mmodn3nl bofomo gobs s 30335L0530
yLbgomob dogm d3Jdbommn  gobmegdmamoxzznnamo dmboniol Lbog-
moym 3mb@gdb@da 8mgdie.?

gbmodomos, Mmd yzshmol mMoombdo dosbmaMmgdgmo g3o-
00L MameEgbmos gonbBaMmes 1930-006 Homgdda (1944 Hnsdog), ©o-
mabBbaL  Binmydnfosbn MxanmbydNEsb AMLsbgMoNL goabob-
@gool dMdo s dom dmMmal 3obgondo  Abomb NFgMmos LLdFMMS
bagmolbyxnmgydss. 1937 faol 17 bmgddoghl LLMZ-bL 3mBobsfmomo
LodgmL 393-0s Bnomm EoalIbomads ,Lalmxizamm-bodgnmbym do-

1 KanyctuHa E., Kapnos H0., osbobgmgdnmo bsdmmado, a3. 123.
2 0J3y, 83, 121.
3 m3sMsd30mo b. obsbymgdymo bodmmdo, g3. 103.
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B0 gosbabmgdnmms dgmse3smgonls dgbobgd “ («O nbrotax no
cenbxosnepecesieHuntor.), mmamomois bobgmadfoxzm moomgym go-
ababgdoym mysbl NHaLIdS xMo35070L, LabgmdhoBmlL sb-
00000 yzsmmol Moombdo oxamosmsBols Mygombosb godmbs-
bengdnam 400 mysbl 83dgbgL Logbm3mgdymo babo s Lsdgymbym
6ogg0moy.!

XX bs3160L 30-40-056 §engddn bbdadL 3obgool bLodo bmazgamo
3300 0030, 07dgm)Ymbo (1944 Hamb s35Mgmgdal Aghbyomdo
3o0sbabmgdnl 33073 gb Lmxygmo smof sMLgdmMdL, dobo dofado
9799MogL bmas. F03556L) s bsdombyBo (Mgl bmaz. domnbdama).
003Ls S MydgmmYmbdn dbmmme sb6Hbgmgdn gbm3zmMmdb6,
bodoamby@dn — omabiBbol §bonls s ;mmmosmomal Maombal
bmM]d0ESL (bobown, mamdYmn, §6dgxdn, adsmby@o s bB3.) go-
dmbsbmydnmo 303033 gd0n.>

ombobndbozns, Mmd nd 3gMomedn ma3gdn oM 0y3bgb LsdM-
ommeE 3358M70mo 3obgondo s XM 300093 smaLEboL d330-
Moo nN3MxdmMEbyb. doomn on bsfomo  Boxrbymmodom
0dmomoyMm bmxzengddo OMMNBEIOMES; s30&M3 Jnfobog 39M sGNdo-
370000 s Jomm3xmadl sdmg3es nxsmom, Mog 3§nbssmdgagdmeos
30fombomagdmmodal Lodgmym HaLlb (dnfado 3mmaBanMbgmogdal bo-
39000705 0013(MIOMES s AmHgnm Ambozsmbsg doMmomssc bo-
bgma3Hoxzml s0sMx0bab). Moasb myigdn dbmeme Hamoafowal
Bobg3oMml  3BOM]dBI6 Lojomm3zgmmdn, 0785M-godLOBAYONL
Loznobog 8myHabmogadgmo nym. gosbsbacnl bafomb obnbo Logs-
Mo33emmadn 0bnbgb, bofomb 30 — ComaLbEs6dn.3

b3oMmo oym 3mbxamolddo Lodm3zmgdol 3Inm3bomgdol godm,
335 Bmaxam Lolbmabmzmono dmszmEgdmes. 3s8. Lombamals o-

1 PamasaHoBa [l., O6peuyeHHble Ha nepeceneHue: KBapenbCkuii BoOnpoc B peLue-
HMAX BAAcTel B COBETCKMIA WM MOCTCOBETCKMIA nepuogbl (bsbobns 7.10.2025),
boamBabofzcomdos https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/obrechennye-na-pereselenie-
kvarelskiy-vopros-v-resheniyah-vlastey-v-sovetskiy-i-postsovetskiy-periody/viewer.

2 m8sMmsdznmo b. sbsbgmgdnmo 6sdmman, 83. 103; 3mdsbns 8. 935M071emMyd0
0 bb3s EsMaLlBBymMo bogmbgodon, §0gbdo dMmszsmgmbosnmo Lajsmmzgmm,
0. 2021, 33. 229.

3 mdsMmsdzngmo b. slsbgmgdnmo bsdmmado, g3. 104-105.
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BMmob Bomagmgdodn dgosmy Lsboxbnmm 0smomadn: 3NESgMMy,
00 ©s 35@sMs Bbbsgmammon, bobogmMy, dsdmobgmo s Lmhsmo
Jofo3gam d93b35MY9005b ghnoe oxsMoo Jdamgmeso oMb by-
m0LE. 3NsgmMMmsdn Ladmszsma 30607 sdsmyenm3l AobEgL, dsgMmad
3maLEBAL MaL3ndaniznb MonsMmAslizmdnls Me30xEmMdsmyd ngd Lb3s
073635M7700 hooygbs, Mobsg 3Mmbazmad@o dmaiyss. o8 Loznonbby Lo-
396330m 3m3nbonsi 30 3gnJdbnsm, dogMmad 30eM] ngn 3Pdomodsls dg-
03300005 sMaLELbymo 8733635M7700 JMMBSbINL gMN3690 o
mMo 5s80560 BmzmmalL.?

5339 16y 5mMm0b0dbmL, MM LsboBbYmMm LodmzMmadoom Lafggd-
amool baznombo gobymon Loninbol 20-30-006 Hengddo Lojomm3y-
omb LLM-bs s EsmaLBLbOL sLLM-b ImMol 30l Logbs 0gie.
3maLEDBIMIdN 930§MmMadbyb ystdganl Mygnmbal dgEb3omagol,
mmdmaydog hAMomm 30335L0500 IMaLELOL Bgmodmmosty sMm-
LgdYmMo Bodomab Ladm3zmgdno cnmddol Loygnbol dsbdomby Lo-
M3g0mm0o b6, 1920-0560 fangdnsb ds; sgnmmomn3ds bymo-
byBmydsd gL 9BmMIOs 339BOYEe.

5865bogmoy ,,009Ma0L bBg30L“ gEb3oMgms s sMaLEBAL Lyod-
gmomos bmg. Mgbdndmanzol 3gbEMomym smBsbmygdgm 3m3nd&aBL
dmMab sMLgdymo 8odmHgmnsb nMm3333s, MM SMaLELAL Bom3m-
00®0bL dngMm godomadnmo Bmangmon mmboldnlds EsdmN333mo
0mgd08ygds 3380 Tgablsmamodnl dgmdsmgmodsly s goblnmo-
M90563. 39Mdmeo, JoMmm3ge dxEb3omMagol s dx336 Ladmamgdl Lo-
53 8mHymoomo 3Jmbsm mdamno BsMmabgdn (3yosban), Mmagmogs
ba3domee d3nMmoEMNmMIdYMSE NN3MIOMES. 1924 §. o0 yobemsmdn
09ManL3nms 653330700 Asdmomm3gL. nbng Nbs nmY30L, MMA co-
30l Mmmby, Goom sagnmmomn3zn Mmmasbmydn Lodmzmgdol nwn
bbno 00(3905L 30Mbb.. Fg3b3omggdn gbbib 3nMmmosl, o
d3omoEmomgdymo ,390006900“ (bLogbmamadamyda) dmofysgl, o-
0Jofmo3gL 30Mydn, MMAJMmMSE BoRbyMMONm 83 3908670030l
1600 gomMoxsm. 530L dnonbgymszs dso 1926 Hamb bodmzmgoda (oe-

1 omgbBbol MaL3YdMN30L  Ladmzmgdnom Logdomomzgmmb  dbm3zmgdoms
9096 LsMmagxOmMmodNL dgbobgd 1927 §. 28/2 sb 17/ 9 -8y, Logsmo3zgammbs
326&MsamyMmo nbEmMmoymo shjosn 3. 284, b. 420, 33.35.
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anm30l, Aghbmmnim3ol, s ysmobmmanl bofoma) hsdmsmo3gl o
3ohanmmo bofmyo onzsmast.

30bgdn dgbmzmgdn my3000lL Fomonz0bs S InMmEniy-
a-badgnMbgm AmHymodab Lozncbgdn MMasbobgdn dg3M Pbgmbymm-
00l J8bns o sagnmMmmdmMn3zn bamolyxzmgdol n38symzomgdsls
0933300, Mol godmE shogmmbym snb3s Lajnmbn, MMAE nbnbo S6
Lodmemmee ©s3330MJ01NMNY37670 3069030, 56 N30 oML Sbdn
©s0MNbd1NmMNY3696.2 dgmadsmgmds goM33gnmhomo sLESd0-
s 1941 §.-b, MmgLss Logebggdm oagbnmMadnm ESHYLE S
LageMmonzgenmdn Agbmamgdn gmy3gdal Logdo s s8n0xMmnsb alnbo
Lodofmm3gmmadn dxan3 dsbmamadmgdse hsnm3smb)b.3 01diss
50335M0 30005M700 3bmammeo 1944 famsdg 3000656700l d1s sB0sdo
93mMES30597 gogMdames. gdmm@nmadyma hghbgdals s nb-
893d700L Gamo@mMos Logomm3zgmmb LLM-b s EsMaLEDL JsLLM-L
0079Mo7L sEsMNgmadmo 3963700 30 LogoMm3xENMELD Y o-
07LEB0S6 goslobmgdNmo Mysbgdnm 8753L70.4 93 3MbEG0336&30
Sdmhbbgb 3obgmdn sdi30ceMydnmo bybdgdog, Mmdmgdog bLb3s
3MaLEDBIMIdMSL o 330xbmL, Bmzmmyial, Moomsdal s
Sbesmamob Monmbyddo hosbobamgls. °.

Jofmozgam Ladgmms B’NbIEnmbymgdl mg3ms 3Mmomydal do-
domon  3MdgMmMBb0n33630MmmM3560 3dM3ngdOYMIds AsBmnysmnd-
0, M3 oMM 33EMMgdL Jomoyymo dm30b60bdnl godm3mnby-
050 305hbNsm. 353., ©©. M3F3BIOM3S 83 Ld3NBL LddFmos 303dnMmals
9076 gobbmMmEngmgdm sbmdMnsz g3mMEoE0sLmsb v03n0330L. 0go
0amb: 1944 fomob 31 03emobL ,,bogdomm3zgmmmb LLM-b s LLM3-L Lo-
bgmadHoxm Lsbmzmob oa30L nBbom” LLM3-b ;e3sE30L Lobgm-
dfoxzm 3mB0dg®0s, ghoxzo ,LMMmose Loneydmm*, Boomm bago-
Mmo3gmmb LLM-b LobsBm3mm BmMbosb 0MJgdal, JnMmogdol s

0J33, 83. 17-18 .
m3dsmad30mo 6. sbsbyamyodymoa bsdmmadon, 33. 108-114.

0333, 83. 113-114.
LogomMmom3gmmU 336EMmsaMyMo nbBmMonmo sMhJn3n, 3.600 56 1 L. 6942, 33.76
PamaszaHoBa [., osbsbgmadymo bsdmmdn; mdsmsdzngmo 6., 3969030

9bmamgdn omgbGbymgdon, 83.115.
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573906700l gobabeMgdol oEalxbnmgds #6279. 585LSbS3Y, LY-
0o BamoEmmoowsb momngmbs ,oMma3gmambsndgem” gobmby-
00l ,LobyMBForML EI35MIONMN” gosbsbegdom, bagdomm3zgmmbs
bgmobnaemgds FEoMMOES 0d30sb dmyadmmadnbs Lb3s ghms-
6ymo ndgnmalbmogdnis, MmAmadnis d3gmmagsbsg sbmzmmdbyb
Lodofmm3genman. (,,31 nona 1944 r. «B LENAX OXPaHbl FOCYAaPCTBEHHOM
rpaHuubl pysmHcko CCP u CCCP» TlocygapctBeHHbit KomuteT
O60pOoHbI NPUHAN NocTaHoBeHMe N2 6279 noga rpudom «coBepLIeHHO
CEKPETHO» O BbICE/IEHUN W3NOrpaHuUYHOM nosocbl [pysuHckown CCP
XO3ANCTB TYPOK, KypA0B U XeMwwmnHoB —Bcero 17394 xosaiictea. OaHakKo,
W3rOHAS CO CBOEN TeppuUTOpuUMU AKODOLI «HEBNAroHaAeXKHbIE» 3THOCHI,
nepecensiemble «no rocyAapCTBEHHOMY 33a[aHUIO», PYKOBOACTBO
Fpy3unu cTapanocb U36aBUTLCA M OT APYTMX HALMOHANIbHbBIX MEHbLUMHCTB,
n3aBHa NPOXKMBaBLLMX B [Py3MM, MPU 3TOM HU B YEM FOCYAAPCTBOM He
06BUHEHHbIX.“)™.

Lostgnzm Bsbogmadn 36mods LadbMmgo Logdsmozgemml 8xbemndo
ambsbgmonl gobabamgdabsm3al dbogxdals dgbobgd 1944 §. gsbo-
BbBYM0sb g3b3wgds. 3. bomdgmsdgd d0s33emas 1944 §. dsoboo
omMaMomadym em3ndgbdl, Mmdgmdog Logomm3zgmmlb 336&Mmo-
oo 3m3o@g@&nb dn3sbn 3. hoMm330060 s Lobosmbm 3mdnbsmms
LodFML 0830xEMTsMmg 3. dogMmady LLM3-b Bnbogeb Logddgoms Lodo-
BoLbEmMML YLONMYOEDLI6 Lsbm3zmMal3nMms BMbasb ImLsbegmdal
900 baHomab gobobamgdal dnBobdgafmbommodsl. 5337 dmEgdymoas
3obobangoabs s 98 Moomblddn Logdomm3zgmmb bb3swabbzs 3ymbg-
900056 Jomomyma dmbabemgmonl Asbabemgdol g@smnio ggados.
hobL sgnmmodmn3n Bymaddm3sbgmmmods Jaboadmes LadEbg-Xo-
35670000056 3L BS0MS SMIMBS3Mgc Lagomm3zgmmb bmezmyddo
Aabsbobmgdma. 83890l 0186563se 77500 5330560 MBS gosY-
6oHomydnbom dogs Jomomoabs s 3obgomal dnfoom 3oMmagsc PBMyb-
33eymazngm  3mendgymbymodgoda (hogbobengdnbscr cnomgnemdo

1 PamasaHoBa [. ObpeuyeHHble Ha nepeceneHue:KBapenbckuii BoMpoc B pelue-
HWAX BAIACTEN B COBETCKMUIA M NOCTCOBETCKMIM Nepuogbl (bsbsbns 7.10.2025), byan-
90bof3comdns https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/obrechennye-na-pereselenie-
kvarelskiy-vopros-v-resheniyah-vlastey-v-sovetskiy-i-postsovetskiy-periody/viewer
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50-60 3m3sdceg). Mo 00g8s Pbos 58a35M 06305EN35L MaL3Ndmn3nlL
b 3dm39067mmMds Lomvbosm aMmgd@n3300L gomydy 39M godmo-
hgbos. Logymobbdms, Mmd LogoMmmzgmmb (33-dn SHMOESE SMe30L
dmbzmos MaL3nodmo30L LsbE3mMaoL gofmgo o8 bombol goyzsbs.t
Lb3sms dmMol, bLybydymo gxads bofommdMmng gobbmmEngmes,
mmegbsg 1944 §amb 306900000506 omalEsbdn gosbabmmydnmaon
m337900L sanmsl, yzsthmoalb Monmbdn, ¥o35670m0L LmxMdNELO
8o00dm300s Bambo. 8737 N6S d0bndbmL, MM Fom3gNMO Mm)S-
6300 EOMaLEB0ESL 83 3gMomedog (1945-46 §§) dmombyb o3 My-
30mbdn Logbm3zmgdmo? byzgmg gdb3gmaEnal EMmL godmanizgmy,
mmd ogmeabol Mygombol sgommdmMnzn Jomomzgmo dmbo-
bamgmods (XIX boygnbgdn godmbLsbamydnmo ndgMmmgdal dosdmas-
3mM700) aMabBLbgmo dgBMmdmMgdal dndomo 3mBodG oy sdm3o-
©07079mM705L 333Md3690L s Bnohbosm, MmA nbnbo dscn AgBmdgmo
369MOS0x367m 00 BoE3mMa gosbabamgl. ,,300M373cm7d0 3063 o -
Lobembib 0dgdn ny3bgb. obnbo A3gnMadMn3se yshommdbyb,
BoJomamol a7(330mbgb s Ho300mebb nlig3 dms-8ms. dsgom
00 ddya3samos 3Jmbsm 935MJ0MSb S NEMIMIdMSb. ™30l
bomboe c3emnbgyb 9agb0. 35390080 JoMman dgamommods 3Jmbsm),
8bol odmg3byb. 8mxdby gosnmEbb, sesBsbBy 30 S AsOm-
omebyb. A3360 05017003 H33nmMadMN3s TxamOMmObIb .-
maLEDbIM M)330086, nlnbo dggo godmnmebib, A336300 njom
89005000mMmb76. 5Jgsb sMmoyn 303dmbsm, nJnwsb yzgma godma-
Jmbso. 303Mmds nym A3gnmadmozn, 33360 J300700L s gaJomo
Ms37700L byemmbbgdon 0y3696, dm3om3s nEMEbIb o godmigm-
bom. 5gdo3 yeowalo bmazgamo oym @g3gdal, sMgdo, sbamsbgmo
doobdoMmo, LdNESBSE goobsbangl Mg3300. 3Mmegd@n303 3Jmbsm
o30L0, A3360 AgBMOEAL Jomo aym m3nsbmdal emmb 3megd@on-

1 bom8gmody, 0., ©J0mamoxzonmo  3MmEgLgdo  Logomomzgammdn XX
LongNbolL 40-006 Hamgoddn, md., 2002, 33. 28-29; xobnsd3znmo ., 1944
Dol LoBbMgo  Logdomm3xMMELL  gobsbamgdymms gobmabEmMoymo
3Mmomy8700: (3nmMBIMM0 0BMMSE0s, X8NBNSTMMOL NMN0IMNMOSMS
030b709M7g0560 s My3s@Mnsg0nl 39ML3gJEn3s), ;. 2006, 33. 41.

2 Meurmishvili G. Crossing Borders: The Case of Ethnic Dagestani in Georgia,
Bergen, 2014, 33. 15.
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30l 01930 EMdsMmy. 63700 EsEoMEs MMA 5J7Esb vmMidals go-
Lobamgool 830M700670. 35050 PO vgYysMmom s hagbsbamgdo-
6o Jofmom3gammods 83Lbyonsb. goadmEgdss, MmA 300530 30053
LoAMbBY dgeMad30eMa3s donBobs MMl 153930 8sbJobnm, yzsmmal
M305m3sl3mBnl 0830xEMIshy nym 07 MomsE J3J0N0m. MdNmMIdL
N0J3000), 3L, 303000 My 873353 oMol A3gbo30L godBocy-
0YMOM s 007 33507070 03L oM gnhn3maxdom; 53 3530 30053
960s 3ogLabaMgd0bs, MSMYOL 01530 gosbgds S MY3700 dSYsMmom,
3737900 gosbobamgl s Mommyxdn o@m33L.” (dns bbol 85853930
bmaz. 0o0bndsb0).

Mmmagmmg hobl, gL godmEgds bagmbym dgbLngMmgdsdn Lobyum-
9hoxzmb dogM go@omadnmo 3mmo@n3nb mo3znbyxrsmMo nbGgmamy-
&o300b dggans. 3oy ,,3005mMal Ms;Mydal” gobabamgdal 3gm-
L3993 035L 0bNb0 ¥30390M7076 LydbMmgom Logomm3zgem©sb dybemndo
AmbsbgMo0L EI3MMESEFNSLMSL. LozsMmonme 30bsboma 33d7500
58 33mMmBsnal dgbobgd o 1944 Hamb godmbymads xo356900s
hodmn@sbgl.

hghbgdol Mg3o@masisnol 97083 (1957 §.), 306900000506 go-
Lobamgoymds  o35MxMxdds  Joo@dm3gl  sboamo  Loagbm3mgdgmo
3300 S N3350 EsdMYNDBEO]L. nbnbo Mo3ws3nMm3zgmom Jomorym
LBMgddn EOBSOEJL, 373898, dosmn dmmbm3bom, Mymogoymo
BdJEMML goc35mobHnbldnm, EFom3g ssLabmMgl s sbg gohbs
533Mgmms bmazamgdn: 0030, Lamybm, ;mbomobysmm (1990-0560
Pamgd0sb 88 bmazgmdo 73300 smof bm3mMmogb) s hsbomal-
yntg. mobn3g bmazgmo yzsmam-mogmegbols gbsby degdsmamol.
qL dm3mybadn sfamomadomss smhgmomo LodgEbogmm ao@gmo-
GYModn’ s dombg o7 smom dg3hgMegdn, BBmmme 536038643, MM3
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9o 0380  boh3369000 AmLobaMmgmdal MomEabmods  s35M700m
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06f9bdo — 4 mysbo, Ly 9 byamo, bmem 303mbdn —7 mysba, Mm-
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033M7330: Fabhm s35mmo ulep — ,8mbosgmnem  dofm3omb“
6006036, dgbodmmms, d3Mool BoBRab;30L BobgzsmazsdMnls@ ol
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—,9490mbmob”; Gm3mbnd 303mbab J&ndmmmans gsM33333mo0o.

125



Jofmmzgmon  bB3gE0sMabEYONL 3ob8o@Ggonm, ,F9mm sthob
Pthomann  Lsbs>Bmzmm G9Mmdnbn ©> 6006536 >c030m0lL  osF9M0.
sbygon &9Mmdnbn omdymol dymMg dbstybss 33630905, AIABIoNNL
3>35U53aMmIaN36. 07 bmozgamn sMss, dspfsd 0 BMs>ognyas
bsb>Bmzmm  bsandspm oym; ol >3 0190manmb  35c0dmUbsbzanganls
53mbBMmmmds ©> nfMmes, ©> ndndmd 39305 F9fmm. F9frbns
0bfmbns6 6mF7010L5396 L>sBsdmmm 3ssUs03amgan0; 0953 bsb>Bmzmm
Uspmdsams, ascodmbnmman 3amgb;msb smol, 561 f9Mm-9b0 (96n=3amc07)...
0bfmbn 0dnaz3m9ds, Mmammes Lyfybstho scopnamn, 9U sMmol dmfy33G0amn
500300 ©N3emmUFS6, bLxoss dsannsb mormann Asbsbzanyamns. ™

0 ‘Fmml’ g&0dmenmanolb smgbEbym 39MLnsl goznBostmgdom,
05006 Abgds 300b3s, MoBMI Pbws ogMmgdnsm hAghbyomoab
LSBM3MMED MO Logndogmbo3ol  sMaLEBLYMa Labgmo
‘f90m’, MmIgmoi 33Mmoolb Boxobmzol dmIboeldoym ,dmbsgmym
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fsmsanbs 9U 36md900, 09 dnshmeal sMmILEEIMIOL, MmdgIanoss
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B90mblLybgdnm bodmmadn smbadbymoy: ,mMyLymnl nd39Mmnnls
353350006 399300L6533am0b dofols Amfymool 3mdolbosd, MmAjamngs
50 Uby3000bL 0dn9ds, 5503365, Mmd dofsondmdfymods F9mmb
dngsdm > dos 350, SMmy bydjogangdol n3nmmom b>3m0Mm9dSL
Mmmad §s3mdms>prbs, UsMpr0mmdsdn 3ssLE> ©n3anmIamgolbs >
07659m9an90L.”  505L 30 LMNMOSE senmaagnmo  3BI0E37I0NMIdS
0mbeog3l, Mm3  dgLodsdnbo, o3s bydgogmo  s35MJIMIdOL
LabomMagxdMME gosfyws, MMAgIMmE 98 BaMmoEmMnsby BIMABJdN

1  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6wZq4QynHE.
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M280mb3ym 396G Mo8] - 300093 96 38. 2

1 Mo3emenbHasA KOMWUCCUA KaBKa3CKOro HaMecTHMYecTBa PoccuiicKol nmnepuu,
paccnenoBaBLUas 3TOT BOMPOC, NpULLAA K BbIBOAY, YTO «ypouuniie Yepo u ropa
Xai, paHblle nNpuUHagNeXaBlIMe, XYLWETUHLAM COCTaBaABWKNe OeccnopHyto
CcOBCTBEHHOCTb WX, 3emiemep OTAANn B WCNONb30BaHWE KuTenam [Aukno u
LLleHako». CoOTBETCTBEHHO Crnop 6bli1 pelweH B NOAb3y XYLWETCKUX aBapLes,
MMEBLUMX B 3TON MECTHOCTU XyTOpa, OAHAKO MO3HEE OHM BCE }Ke OKa3a/IuCb B
coctaBe py3sunHckon CCP, a no3s:e - HesaBUcumoli Mpysuu.

2 Xanusos LW.M., Tanbaues C.M. K WUCTOPUU W ISTHOMPA®GUMN ABAPLIEB
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Lagmormee oM 3@SMg096; dogamams, 2017 Hamb Logomm3zgemmb
LobsBm3Mm 3mmMoE0s3 Yoo Yobms GymobEL Fammbs s nbfybdo
maddMmosby. Lodfnbosmme, Lozoobo 33Md353 MO Y dosNFM]-
moo.

983n0Moyamo dobogs, LaobGmmom Hystmgdn s LsdgEboghm
m0@gmo@nms LodNsmMIdsL ndMg35 EIOIXNNJON0) 30N 335MIIMM
58 bLmxyymgool Logomom3zgmmbodn 3NM360MIdsB], Boo YBRMM
Mmmegbsg MLyl nd3gmoobmmaboiymon s LydFmos 3ghaomeals
39MEmamaaznnmao 8mboEgdgdn s8sl m3ndgbEyms sbsdyogol.?

(nccnepoBaHua u maTepuansl), Maxaukana 2017,83..33-34

1 Lodgmos 3gMmomeol Gm3mgmoxzonmo Mnigdool bobzs dgbadamgdgmos:
https://za7gorami.ru/img/karty-gruzii/topo-karta-gruzii-13.html; https://
za7gorami.ru/img/karty-gruzii/karta-tushetii-gruziya.html.
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Lmosenmo LadsMmonmosbmdal 336@Mal gho-ghmo m3ndg-

1 @Mmogmo ., &nmod3znmao 3., 923manmannho dob9b9000 >5anambs335am 30M0S
356Ls56aM90s, SMmbdyann 3Mmdadg00l 3s>5s5(Y39BS 00y Sbamol d99065?
93m30pMms30S LyIsthm3zganmdn 1981-2006 femyddn. ECMI- BmbmgMmoxns, N6,
5330LEm, 2007 g3.51.
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1980-1990-056 §emgodo yzsaal Moombdn mg330mMsb y3s-
3dnMydnom 837Jdbngmo 30008MJ05 gobbomymns J.303308B0bsLS o
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1  bmeos g., sbsb. bsdmmado, 33. 8-10.
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1 KanyctuHa E., Kapnos 0.,KBapenbckne aBapubl B XX B.MYLYOOL
993609M700m0 83507800l 39&M] ool Lobgemool sborm3mmmagnalis
5 J0bmgmoxnal 3nbgndal (316LEJISTIMS) JemadG&Mmbymn dodmomog3s.
https://lib.kunstkamera.ru/files/lib/978-5-88431-187-7/978-5-88431-187-7_08.
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5359Mgg0nl Bohomo gowazns Lazyomsma dogmgdno smgbBebda,
3m8336Lo30s Jomoymds dbsmmgd 39M gonmm. J3mbmdnznmMads 3Mmo-
B0bds S By MMM EsBRNBSBLYONL SMHIMLYOMOST 3hmamsdals
83obbmMEzngmgds 8603365am3bsce dgoBgMmbs. yzommolb Monmbdo
dMmo3omo mysbo ddndg LmgosyMm 3oMmodgodo omhs: L3meng-
00L o LydgenEnbm IMALLEYMgdNL BN, JM]xTgbBsMmymo
0b6x3mMsLEGMNIGNMol shgmbs Fomn ymzgmemonmno MIsemmods nym.
2000 fanoboonznl 3000M7ds 8603365Mm35600 oM djE3moae.
yzstmol Moombdo 4 soslby 37@0 930MImMnEsb ssbanmgdoom 2
30L0 3a0mMBY EsMmhs. dsonn bLmamgdo sdnbobEmogoyma Jo-
Moy 073700L 933700105MIdMEDY, 3t 3MLYOMOES SEaNMMOMN30
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pdf,2010. PamasaHosa [.,06peyeHHble Ha nepecesieHne: KBapenbckuit Bonpoc
B peLLeHUsAX BiacTel B COBETCKUIM U MOCTCOBETCKUI Nepuoabl, KypHan,3secTtua
[JarecTaHckoro rocy4apcTBeHHOro neaarormyeckoro yHUBEpCUTETA.
Ob6uiecTBEeHHbIE M rymaHuTapHble  Hayku,2011, file:///C:/Users/admin/
Downloads/obrechennye-na-pereselenie-kvarelskiy-vopros-v-resheniyah-
vlastey-v-sovetskiy-i-postsovetskiy-periody%20(2).pdf.

1 E.J1. KanyctuHa, H0.10. Kapnos, sbsb. bodmmado, 33.127.
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5939 893600653, MMA LodgMmos 39380Mal Esdmal dgdcagma 3nM-
390 §angddn 58339Mn 300m0MJ0s sMo dbmeme smabBbtMo og-
d0bm30l, sMmadg Lagommzgmmmadan dgbmamadn Lb3s shajdsmorymo
078700Lm30Ls3 G03nmo aym. Bmagsse, dogma bsjgsmm3zgmmb
ambsbmgmos 0830008 LLdFMMS LNLEJIB0L Esdmal dggagodl, ao-
6Mhg3mo 93@MIJoImbmodnls s gobazyMma d03nc3boemodabs.
B70mbLybgdnmo badmmadgdol s3Emmms 3mBoEns, MmA mmnmgmbos
Lagomozgamdn dbm3mgdn smaldbnmno cgdn ahsgMmadmes
oM 3Jmbeos Jomoymo Lobgmadformbagsb dbomaggms, googomdy-
0nM0NY, 306000056 08 3gMomedn MsbsdMo ,nhsgMmgdmes“d3gybols
d01gamo dmbosbemgmoe.

2000 §anob bgd@a009M3n 33aMs3 gondoMos JoMmMYmo S M-
LEOYMO EgxMIaeENIdNL dgb3gems, Lol sngxads hsbommaliyy-
30 530mMsBGMMn0L gobliby, s35Myama Limamgdalb PBMNb3gmymss
LabLfozemm dsboemom, naMmEMymo mmbobdogdgdoal hs@omgds s
06a3MsbEG&MNIBGMaL (8bg00l, Jemad@mmassdEgdn bsbgonl) gono-
XM07L70s. 00933y, gb BmMAB7xd0 NIgBILHoMO© JomamEbBy oMby s
3960 3obbmMEzngmes.

Lmgoseymo LadsMmomnsbmodol 336@&mol BgdmbLgbgdym com-
39096080 smb0dbymns, Mm3d s35M P 0xdby Bahmeal 3gMomen
asbemmydnm gMo Hamob gobdszmmmodsdn ghdymeadmes. sloby-
90NN 533MImM S Ldbgdab sf30L MEdxbndy 8g8mb3g3s, Y-
9o 0ym 93303, Mm3 gosbsbamadob §ob, 3hmEgbEob bndbs, nbnbo
03000 733005 s§33L. bomngd3s8ns, Mm3 sb6&ns35MM gdodmbom-
070080 Ambsfomgmodbyb Mmammz domalnEsd Asdmbymo sJdon-
3003700, oby 8gBMogmMo Jomorymo bmazmydol d330eMbog (Mgl
dobMmmomadn smbndbo3zgb, Mmd sMgymmodgdodo cdomolnEsb
hodmbnmgdby nazmm dg@oe sdsymo bambo sj@onmmos — b.x.);
©m39376@ 00 bacngd3sd0s abog, Mmd Jomonma Lmzmydol dgbm-
3M7005850 Bmgngmon 9390l gbdsmMadmes s denmisccals 3gMo-
mdon by3370L vH3Ns. MmamMz Habo, 935Mgmgdn Logbm3zmgdm
3MmaLESbT0 goanmeEblb, Lowsil Bocglazgdn o6, Lymm dgnMy,
Jbm-3nam@nMymo ddmomoymo gomgdm gmmmeosom. 13EIL

133



070006333530, 300 yzaals Msombdn ;o30560m0 Lobemgdn oM gon-
yoosm s 30000M7300L LEIO0MOBsEnnL 37333 Lajdommagammado
30MYb70s snfygl. bmemm bafomon, 3063 MLyl ByyMsEgnsdn
07®)-653am700 HomdsBgdnm sofym bm3zmgds, smomz Asdmbymy,
01933s 8585353319em0 Lobangdn 85063 g060MANbs.: MmamM 3 sgn-
am0OMn3700 580Md70, , Folmengdn ndoo dmaHy3696 1339, 9Jg0 smom
6om. Bman dmLizm3dns, Bman smalEsbdn. yrMm 3oMase sMNsb,
9BMm 93¢0 dgombozsmo dJ3m, o Moms PosmM“(be3gamyg dsbomms,
hoborennliynymg, 2025).

doMonomons, ©admy30ldgmo Lsgomm3zgmmb 3ommogddo bLy-
MmomBymo 0b6&gMmgmbagnmo sdsdnmmds smoMm ymaznmys, 3sgMmsd
09070L dmMmal NbmdMMdNL gom303300L o8 IM3gbgdds bymmo
860336mm3boe 879Hym. yzsmmam mI30m6 ©s39380MgdmMO
08 3gMomeob 53d700 bagnbol dgbloghgdsdn smgdomos YBRMm
03®50, MmgmiE 8odnbcgmo Lobgmadfoxzzm 3mma@niob godmbs@n-
909, 3000M7 3anMmMOMN3 01738706 dmMal s3nMmab3dnmydy.

535Mmo 090l HomBmBoggbmadn B3ns godlsbyMmensl dm-
036M7076, MmgmME 8500 LogoMN3xEMMESHL gobabgdal AmLMbgL
©5 000300@MML. BM0sbn BMsBs —“Lojommzgemm Jomozgmy-
00bom30b”“, MmAgmog Aol 80gHaMmgds, sbEngdsmonmao 3hm3sg5bcnls
Jfhm-gho 0bLEMYIZoGsE 0Jss. dosmmomons, B30s godLbsabymwmons
070003M3 50mb0dbs300s, Mma gbs mmBNbgn ol oM g3n030Mmes s dalin
3ma0@03d shsbemmb ymazoms sMhajommazgmos olizmodnbsgoal
AboMmesdggmon,? dogmsd 8s8n0bgmoa MYLbymo/smal@bnmo 3Mm-
393500abEyMma 3MglLs LEmMgE 58 godmbomg3sdby 93gmaMmgd ..
0ogomomo, 3bmdomons asmabBbymo NBMIOsSFE3IMOL S
3mo@n3nmo dmmasfolb — 386093 8gnamsbmsnls gobisbogds, Mmdg-
0@ 356 5580560l PBRMYdsMS 330l 3MBbyMgbinal [,30mbo-
Lo - mybnbgmon 1990”1 LsddmL Hnbody gozgms. dobsbowgdsdn
330006MmmMoOm: ,30M39am0 36(9n535mmamon >Jp0960 1990 fanol 14
03600L0, dM>35am>0560560 dnBnbanl Mmb s0fym. Fsthoman bm-

1 ogsg
2 580l 8gbobgd nbogngo: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2943264382592863
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39am Sb>sanbmazgandn, a>ILsbnMmnsd, amBmbano ,,Ly9>smo33amm
P>00139an900060130L", Loxsthme as559m9M> ,535M9am700L 35600936
Ismomann dnfpdns6”, sds3c0Mmmmamsco, a>AlsbnMmeonsd Lsym3zgan-
01>mE ©3Nfym M>nmbol nd annyMmyo0l dgnmsgbymazs > L)X,
MmmAm90dsi dofol 6343701700 dn3yncgl 335M9aM70bL 56 ©>96d>Mb76
0> 93mbmdngmymo > 3mdnbsannmo 3Mmdm9djonl dmp35Mm705d0.
b50639Mbms 3>absbnmenst 300093 9o Fsbabsyds, Mmadjamos
00539 dn@0bpnl ommb 333900005: ,,d965dammys, bsanbo dm3nco9lb 01939-
6056 5 3nnbMm>01: ,an73900 (C>M76B6IaM900) A3960 dd9d0 SM056m“
- 3560093690 0bnbn”. 53 3s63b>90900L d9d9a, 535M9an900L 339-
Mmno dgbmsmydn 39Mmi 7m0 J5mm39amn 39M 330953005 3507 Sb-
05M79050 56 53350, 14 0360L0L dnBdnbanl d90093, m>dnor bmazgamn
01030 5amy4>dn dm993> 5 Es0fym d3nMmnsb0 danmiscos, Msbsi dms-
43> 96493380 J>oman-535Mm1ma0 8993370700 ©5 3030a@MMOMN30 (07-
bos. 6560m3amg 0993390900L d7c09a500, I5M01390m700> dmsbgmbgl bm-
39am ovboannlbfysmmb 535mmamo dmbsbangmonl (ossbanmgdnon 100
50500560) dorann56300 3>IMU>EAM705. “ 5bndbyen dn8smm3sdn 3. 87-
0eMsbm3n g3odLobymensl ccalizmyma@osnsl 99330 s Fob bosd 3y-
L]0bL SEoMIBL.! 03037 BoMaBn3l 0BNoMIOL 9.00Md305b03.2 gnme-
bm30lL sb@ndomorymo gsbHymos 3emnbeogds Bobn 3003530700l
303andog: bb3s gs. Mybyano 9dmmsdonl ysando bBIMmImB03900.2

B30, Mmd 1990-0560 Hamgdal Lojgshozgmmdo gobognmo
1030MoLbmogd0L dndsmo Jugbmazmdaymo 3sbHymodgdn MdgEgLoc
3Mmm3mEogdymo oym J33ysbodn @abEsdomobagnol dmbymby
8oy doggdal dngMm. 3730msbm3nl,00Ms30560L s Lb3sms dbasszbn
3100035307300 830©3809M LozmEydn d0dnbomy sbGnJsmmnmo
3Mm3s856c0nl dogogmomny.

y3sfgendn Jsbmzmadn 935Mgagdol 01935035 dmMa305b7300m,

1 MewnaHos B.,  lamcaxypaua: “3aumctutb Ksapenu ot asapues, 2007, !
badabsfacemadns: https://kvkz.ru/history/332-amsakhurdia_zachistit_kvareli_ot_
avarcev.html .

2 AbpamsH 3., KBapenbCKue aBapubl: BYepa, cerogHsa, 3asTpa (uukn “Hauwmo-
Ha/ibHble MEHbLUMHCTBA 3aKaBKasba”), www.regnum.ru/news/815707.html].

3 MeiinaHoB B., [ipyroe Heb6o. JIoxKHble CTEPEeoTUNbl POCCUIMCKON OEMOKpaTUn
bymaabof3madas: https://lib.ru/POLITOLOG/mejlanow.txt
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3mbELSOFMS 3g9Momdn, 333 sN3s3d0Mms A3360 Labgmdfo-
Bmb PboxrmMnbmydol 3Mmdamydsl. 2006 Hob 22 ogdgMm3mob
HumanRights.ge-b gfo-ghon 3ndmn3sEns gbgdmes yzsmaals Moo-
mbolb bmazMyddn gbm3mMadn 3900l MmMABsgn dmJomagdgmodanl Lo-
3000bL. §afmoendo boongd3s8o oym, MMA E05EJO0LS S 30Momodnl
Jofmoyem dmHImodg0msb ghos, 30 smabEbnMa Lodycgdog 3gm-
bom, Mol n0my0sdnE EsmalGBnsb Lmxgm hsboaalyymydo do-
3myboo ggndn-gnbyimmmman — mdsm o3nm3n Jbdshgdmes. ngn,
00ngmbos segnmmomnzn Imbsbamgmodal cbmaboom, hsboraabyy-
Mgdn dobohssamol Mosombol byema3dm3sbgmmosl Medybndy Homols
§0b6 3ongbo3605 s BaMBLLLYE Fo0EI0 NMYOS. EI3YEM30 d33MJM
JoamgolL sdsm Bobo 00bsBHy s33MONSMIOES S dBSMTIMONE]DL,
8533390 0sbbol LoxzslyMmo, 0770030 doEJ0YIM0 EIOSJONL
0mHamog00m YHBMYb3gmymBs. Lagdomo3zgmmb 306mbIldmMmMdNL
056563500, 30Mm36500L OdSIONL SgnmMsE dnbn ELdSIdNL So-
00b0bBMoE0Rmo Gymodmmos dnohbg3s; 0Ibsc, Asboramolbyymydo
30507070 SbaeMdmdomMxdn Jomoyem dmFHImMdgdLoE 0mgdbyb
> mM3sgn dmgomsdgadn bgdmebgb. 3nd0mn3sgnsdn dm@sbomon
hoborgmobyymol 8sd0bamo La3MaoYmmL §a3mol Ebmdoo: ,d90-
dan9ds mdsth s3mem3l b>dyenEnbm b>9dns6mdol ma3ngnsanmmo
703am905 5M 39307, dspM>0 b>anblL d9M53501056 3569000 99b>61mM9d> 0>
ds Mma 9b sm30Md>5anmb, an93900 LyMmombBnan 3Mmom9drdL d933090-
6056“, sb5eMAMONMMOM30L oMaLELOL dmJomagdgmonls Bnboggdsl
5030MMOMN37300 EIONMSE sBLYOELIL: ,,093ML gJndobo3anl Go-
Logd0 B SM dJ3L, B0bsty AdMBNSMMOLL 530EMA nfhgsl. My
©50500700L AmHIMd0LM30LOE MBsM o3xEM3L Fn8sMmma3L. Mo stal
58500 39en? hsbormabyymal Lymemsdo 30-40 AmLHozemg LHs3EMdL,
Mm3mMYdLoE 0700l AMHAMOIdN EsMaLES6d0 57300 SMJONINO S
L3mol EsdmMe3Mydals 39078, LHozmobsE ng saMdgagdgb”; sbocons,
©53900mM30L hodmbzmabs s hsbomabyymgydo ymazbolb s3ds30 bym-
0dm35b67mmm0osds3 03MES. EsMaLEBLYMN EM3NII6ENL fysemmdom,

1 2020 femob gbmdom, m s3n©Em3n 8ndomdEs Jomgmonsdo, Jomosg 33800
9Jndsc.
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y3afmob 93900 Lodomm3gmm-smabEbab Lsbm3sMLLE Y3MMdEY-
dme 3390000696. 03 cMmobonzol hAsbonmabynmado dmbysgydo Mgaal-
&Mmogonl goMmgdy bm3zmmdbyb. byombymnsbo mysbosbd 3-4 3530
30MLESbdn nym hsHamomo s 356L0sLSE 0g YOS, MR, Bm-
3000l mM3sgn dmJomagdamodss 3Jmbos. 05393300 hsbormaliyymols
LodSBM L3MEMOdn EJMaLEAEWBA0 go3g81mMa BmMHAMd]IdNm Nny3696 Aomo-
3b1ambo. 3n0m0n3s30sd0 sbY3] SMbndbnMas, Mm3 08 Hemgddo yzsm-
e eMJ330L 39BMOIMO EsMaLEBDBNELL 3MBEMIdSbEYM Lagmbym-
0006 ghooe boMmim@ngnmo bo3mnghmgdgdny goedm3gmboam. Mos
0996900 3Mmdmgdgdby 3oLnbalidgydgm dsdnbgmm LEMYIEGNMIOL,
0b0bo s3bexdEbIL, MmMA s35MNm 01g3dn sMLgdYEMN 3005MJd0L -
Lobgd Logdol 3nMLA0 oM 0y3bgb.?

m3sM o3nEm30, MmIgmog EsmaLEbNEsL, cncgmbs o3s-
Mamms cbm3zbom, yzsmmolb Moombdo G003mnbgl s, Mm3gmogs
535MgMadlL M3 odSIONLS s 3nMmomodal dmHAmdgdL ,1n39-
09005, 3 Pbs ymxyzomoym hstyamo Asbonamobyymydo dbmanmeo
53507 Jom s noRBd© 8dmdnsmmdal 06EMaLom; oo seMdscM-
000, 0gn MYLgool dmmbasdnBbymo gjadol — ymazonmao LasdFmos
MgL31dMN3700L AMLsbENgMOOLI30L MY 35L3MMEJO0L sMo-
82000, gho-gmon 0obsdmbofomg aym. gdmdomons, Mma 3Mgdmals
3.9. ,30L3mMB0BoE00L” 3mmo@n3s gnmobEdmol MYLyomol Labmss-
Mosb sMLYdPMo sdnbobEMsgoymo Gahodmmool dmLsbegm-
00Lm30L MY 3sL3MmMEO0L LMoz gbno GoEgdsl. 58 3Mmaddn-
3L 3Mgdamo 0o30L0 LEBMoBIaomMa 30Bbyool Bobomhgze XM
300093 sx365673m30 v 7.§. LodbMmgo mbgocdo 2002—-2008 Hemgddo do-
0oMmmo30s; 33000733 30, 2014 fannsb — ynmnddo, bmenm 2019 Hamob
omanmb — 93Ms0b0l MM ;3000850MEbsIdYM M]aL3dmn3sdn, om-
6333L0 S MY3sbL3dn. 3sL3MMmENBoENOL 3mmoBnis dobbo nbo-
bo3L Mybgool 3MBGMmmob cgan@EndsEnsl s dmadszsmo s6373Lool
LoBsMNEMYOMN3500 PBMYD3aMYMBLU.

MLgoalb Bogh ymxzngo Lodbmyo mbymob s3&mMbmdonmo man-

1 do;o3mod3omo g..hmgmm 03036 mmdsg dmgomagdgmodsl y3zstgamdo,
HumanRights.ge, 2006, 22 0dgM3sm0,bgmdnbof3comdns: http://www.
humanrights.ge/index.php?a=main&pid=6066&lang=geo
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Job m3n3s300L 830073700L 33eM930LsL, 5036086530, MMA MNLINL
bgenl odamgs3l, oco30b0 dmJomoadggon 3ys3wal obsymegbo nd
&afho@mMasty, Mmdgmog dobo ggm3mmodndyMmo 0bEgMmgLgdol
m0033&03305; nb0bo sy Bomo39b, MmA gb ngdb70s 5637L00L dgLod-
mgdmMmods, ,mMYbnmo Lodysthmb” goxzsmommydol ghm-ghoo ghs.?
MLyl dgndmoas Lagdomom3zgmmdn d70mny3s6mL Md30L0 dmJos-
d3900, 0mofhymb Mondg Gn3nlb 3Mm3m3sEns s dgMmg, domo sE30L
00bb60m, snfyml Monzsemymo JBggdgdn, xoMmals d30mys3s6nl
hoo3mn0.2 Mgl yzsmmob smgbi&bgmgdal bohoml mmasgn dm-
Jomagdgmods o33L; 0133, 993585 SBosMULMBMNELL smgbBbalizgb
0YsmmeE 3o8s35emn gbo hozg@nmos, 3nmeasdnma 3mbEosd@godn d-
9Y30&0m0s s IMLOBENgMOLL EIMaLES630 Momlby o6 dogmbL go-
3moo 9§33l Asbzme.

16s 0mg3sl, Mmd 0d 3gMmomedn Ma-0b EomabBbol MaL-
310039 NEBMI© ghgmes bogoMmmn3zgmmmb oyMmobngdinsda, gobss-
353000 Ladomm3gmmb dmdomsdggoal 07, Mo3zs Hyzg@ s dson
ymaznono dmHymodol ba3nmbldl s o.8. Lodfybomme, A3x6m30L -
bmodn 30B7Bg00L godm, Jomommo dbsfy dbmemme 3sboymo s0-
330M330amal Mmoo 305ymazom@IdMEL.

2006 Homab 22 03b60Lol dMJsbydNMadnm, MyLgoal Bgyms-
300L 3M7B0©I0E TS O3B I0ES LiBM3sMasMym Agbm3zMadn Msbsdy-
05097300l MYLyool ByaMsgnsdn BxdsymaMMdNo gosbabemg-
00l bgemdgHymoal 3mmagmsds (L 3Mmagmeds emgbsg 3mgdgns);® ab
00bbo 0bobozs LLM3-U sdmal 3783 MLyl BgEgMLENaL
RdMamgoL gomgo smhgbom s MNLymdn sbmsmgdal dbym3g
30Mos Mbymdo odMNbYosL. 58 3Mmamsdol gobbmMmEngymydsdo

1 xomodsdg 6., ysbd9pnl Mmsnmbols mlndo Fstoman-mbnno  nhonjgmormdol
3mbd7IbBdn, mdogmabn 2019, 3.85; bmbsdy 8., Mylnon, 5045050,
3mbEL>0Fms 93996900l 56996056 AmBsammo 3s3mMmA0BsEN00 3993905
2017,59em80bo§300mB0s:  https://for.ge/view/47230/ruseTi-amJamad-postsabWoTa
-gveynebis-anegsias-totaluri-pasportizaciiT-Seecdeba.html.

2 b. xomodsdy, sbob. bodmmado, g3.116-117.

3 Tlporpamma BO3BpalLeHMA cooTeyecTBEHHMKOB B Poccuio.3mmamasdol dglobgd
obogny: https://ruvek.mid.ru/relocation/#!; Mporpamma_B0o3BpaLLeHMA_
cooTeyecTBeHHWKOB_B_Poccuio
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0bsMmEsggMmolsy o EsbAsMIOSL PBMYB3gMymaEs MMasbabsgns
L,OHMLLMEMYEboAILEIM.“98 0bBMMISE0sL dLEYMIOES Lonb-
BmMIsgom LosglxbEM “smaLEsbn”, MnLgmal dngMsznals 3ggMo-
oo LodLsbyMmol EsmalEbol omosmo s 035 3700.1
BB 2 ol dgdcega (2008 Homol 22 cgdgMm3smb) gogmgMmes
0b63mMmAsEns, MMA Lozsmsyeme dsnlnEsb 03133830mMEs yzsmmoal
Monmbdn dgbmzmadn gng3300L BobmdMN30 goslobmmgds omaLi@e-
6d0. 05600007, doslobmadal dobabo Lajosmm3zgmmdo gg3gd0l
3onLbadmal 3nmmogddo 3bm3zmgds Lobgymgdmes; 08 cMmobom3anl
SMLgdmo dmbsEgdgdom, Lagdomm3zgmmb Lodmazmmom NHygdgddo
5mbodbym 3MmmEglbty mBognsmumo 0bxmmdssns s oym Jgdm-
bnamo, 033y, 36MO700 BMEE3sMy370700L dndnbamgmoshy smom-
B0E0SMYMsce 3onbE 3MEIMEIOME..

3Mmamodsd yzomamoal angigdl sbamn 0330 hsybobs — d70736s
,8903LsbaMgdal 3MmBo@gBEn”, MmBmoal dg8sa36mMmosdnE 8730y
33bemyd0m son fomdmascggbgmo Lodn3g bmazmMnsb. dson dm-
Mol hsboraabynmgmgdo 3@ nbogns@nzsl nhybwbib; 3mdndg@ol
093Ma03s o0fygl goobabaadabozol LogoMm mM3NdgbEIdnl
0m3Bo]ds s 3MmgMmadgdnl dgmhgss. s3smgmms dm@n3s3ns bo-
by 3HoBMLESb BNbsbLYMo obdsmgdal s dgmo350500L Bomgds
0ym; 3o byMmsm, Mm3 smgl@sbdn gowalbymny3bgb, dogMmsd -
®maLEBOL Fme3Mmosd dB303IE 3361Ebos, MmA Lobymafoxszmgodl
dmMmolb 9700663700l Bomamaddn ol 3Bo aym 6300LAngMa Lb3S
Lobol obdomgds goghos do0m30L, EsMaLEGSbdn domadol goMmo.
08Mmmnbgm Jomoym Lonbxzmmdsgom Lodnsmgdgddo 30 ofhgig-
omey, Mmd mJ370L omaLlBbol MaL3ydmo3nL bymalyxzmydol
05M0sb ng gosliobamydnls dg;e35670s 3Jmbom:

,3MILAS06d0 355656705 byd30mMm>E d70ME30335090. X9
300093 aS3bmann fanol 19989309Mmdn 3300bM9l, Mmd ds>b5hA35an0ls M-
0mbnl d9b30500L0> UL>3bsbnmas, dmlbim3dn, 1339 335313365 M30EGNS-
anmfn 0bm36> LyY>mc37ammE>6 A3960 >MLBI600 >ILSEEN00L

1  8003m03300M0 3., Y39MHmnesb ng3300L FolmdmMn30 gosliobamgds 8sobnsb
50fygds, HumanRights.ge, 2008, 22 01307M35eM0,63e80Lo§3mB0y : http://
www.humanrights.ge/index.php?a=text&pid=7011&lang=geo.
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015m05Y9, M3V93 N>M0 S N0Y3500. A3963 33nb6> >MILEAES6dnN b>-
gbm3m90am> Fs363mm5, M350 09 13900900 30Mmd7005. 3>YEMO-
M03500, 57 d>an056 Mo, FsnLsdamal 30mmd90dn 36Mm3MMO > yn-
M>M705L 5M5306 33593930. Mmammi 30300, A3960 F>IL>EANO0L
3mm@Egbo d>0b056 s0fy70>™"

3maLESbdn gowsbobamgdnl dbyMm3zgmo Ma3-ab Bgmolbyazmy-
000 7330l mmo 396d&0 — &0ydgbol s mMn3gE30b manggdo dgboe-
33%0. L83y LmazMmol AMLsBENIMOSL ghooE sLobmMgds LMy,
053700 HomAm0nd3s goabsbamgdol 3nbd@ol dgmhg3zolol s 3Mmm-
093s 08bs godh3o3s, MM hsbanmabyymol g8 (xo8ssmn),
BOJAHMOM035, mMoE gooym. JMmomds bofomds sbmhos Gopdgbol
mangn, Mogseb doshbsm, Mm3 dgLsgmbmgmdabozol g n3gomgLo
30Mmodg00 aym. bmemm, cnn3g30L mengol dmaAbmggol baambsyMmamo
3m00s®n s dmlzm3msb Losbemmsy bodmozs. NMEbbIMYdSD
bgmo dgydoms Lddmmmm goshy3aBomgool domadsl s gos-
Labagos 39M gobbmMmEngms.2MgsmyMs®, smaLbEbal Ysmol d3-
808, Y39ty 33090 MLy do Hobzamal BmbiyMby 1333 633M0E
SmofM aym.

oJ 9fmoa3sm g33L do©]oL 3M3xdmol dogh gMhonsndss]
mmb, 5330bEML M3sdcg, 2008 Henal cngdgMm3smdan, yzsmemgm
M9300 goabobamgdol s v35Mgm-306gmal gbol ddgbydemmodal
©5393039.
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FROM THE EDITOR

The Georgians are indigenous population of the Caucasus, whose
historical borders of settlement ran along the boundaries shaped by
the nature: to the North — mainly along the watershed of the Greater
Caucasus, to the south — along the Lesser Caucasus Mountain system,
to the west — along the Black Sea; and along the tributaries of the Kura
River (Dzegami and Alazani — Agrichai) — to the east.

Along with other factors, precisely these natural conditions enabled
the Georgian nation to repel external enemies, who, in many cases,
significantly outnumbered it, and to preserve its national identity. Yet the
vicissitudes of time, whether through the overwhelming power of great
empires or through our own shortcomings, have repeatedly disrupted the
historical borders of our homeland.... National territory is a centuries-old
creation of the people inhabiting it, one of the most important symbols of
its collective memory, the violation of which, even a partial one, leads to
tangible changes in the ethnopsychology of generations.

Every ethnos is harmoniously intertwined with the natural
environment in which it lives and labours. It could not be otherwise,
for this environment serves as its reliable refuge, sustenance, source of
livelihood, and a decisive factor in shaping its national character. It is
the land of its ancestors—their motherland... Therefore, caring for her
as the apple of the eye was considered a duty imposed by God in all
ages. The Georgian people are no exception. “The Georgian Chronicles”
recounts that whenever the enemy conquered the territory of Georgia
“, mourning and sorrow reigned among all the Georgians.” And this is
not a single case. Our ancestors, who took each defeat painfully, never
resigned themselves to the seizure of even a small piece of the land
from the enemy. They would meet the oppressor with dignity and fight
selflessly to reclaim what had been taken. This is how we have survived
from ancient times to the present day.

The present work is a monographic study of the complex political,
economic, ethnosocial and cultural processes characteristic of the
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Dagestan section of the Georgia-Russia state border. A group of
researchers with extensive experience and strong expertise in their
field (N. Jalabadze, L. Janiashvili, N. Loladze) have examined the diverse
and complex phenomenon of the modern border using contemporary
methodological approaches. Rich scientific literature, narrative and
documentary sources, as well as the collection and analysis of field
ethnographic material, have allowed for outlining all the problems
existing in the specified border section. This has been achieved thanks to
the interdisciplinary nature of the research. Accordingly, the conclusions
and recommendations outlined in the collective monograph are
noteworthy in many ways. This is why the work is not only of scientific
and educational value but also has great practical significance. This leads
me to believe that the book will be of interest not only to specialists but
also to a wide range of readers.

INTRODUCTION

This collective monograph is the outcome of research conducted
within the framework of the project “Ethno-historical Processes in the
Borderline Region with the Russian Federation (Dagestan Section)”
(BRG-I-24-617), which was awarded a 2024 grant by the Shota Rustaveli
National Science Foundation of Georgia for the promotion of research
projects and international scientific events on the study of Georgia’s
border regions. In a sense, it also continues the authors’ long-term work
in this field.!

1 Jalabadze N., Vashakidze V., Janiashvili L., Urushadze V. Border-line Population
in the Past and Present (Kakheti), Tb. 2022; Janiashvili L., Melikishvili L.,
Mamardashvili G., Urushadze V., Integration of Ethnic Groups in Kvemo Kartli
(the Armenians and Azerbaijanis), Thilisi 2021; Topchishvili R., Bagrationi G.,
Gagoshidze G., Gogochuri G., Jalabadze N., Janiashvili L., Avtandilashvili G., Truso
— Historical and Ethnocultural Problems, Th. 2021; Janiashvili L., The Issue of the
Ossetians in Kazbegi District, Th. 2017; Jalabadze N., The Ossetians of Kazbegi
District in the Context of Georgian-Ossetian Relations: Perspectives on Georgian-
Ossetian Relations in Kazbegi District, Th. 2017, etc.
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The study of borderline regions is closely linked to the issue of
national security. Restoring territorial integrity and ensuring peace and
stability along the borders remains the primary objective of the Georgian
state, so such research boasts not only scientific-theoretical but also
practical significance. In today’s Georgia, as well as in the Caucasus and
the post-Soviet space as a whole, the issue of the state border is closely
linked to sovereignty, territorial integrity, and identity. Consequently,
the significance of the border extends beyond physical geography
and assumes socio-political, economic, and cultural significance. State
boundaries, traditionally perceived as fixed, natural, or conventionally
defined dividers, are increasingly understood in contemporary studies
as historically constructed phenomena, politically managed and shaped
by socio-economic practices.

Georgia’s northern border (with Russia) poses a particular challenge,
as the Russian Federation is perceived as the main threat to the existence
of the Georgian state; it has occupied 20% of the country’s territory and
is attempting to subjugate Georgia to its geopolitical influence through
hybrid warfare. Moreover, unlike other neighbouring states, diplomatic
relations with Russia have been completely severed, and the process
of border delimitation-demarcation has not even been started, which
increases the risk of arbitrary border redrawing. By the way, in addition
to the occupied regions, Russia’s illegal seizure of territories also took
place in the area of our interest, namely in the villages of Chero and
Intsukhi located in the Chanchakhovani Gorge (Tusheti). Historically,
these villages, bordering the Tsunti district of the Republic of Dagestan,
were inhabited by Georgians, but in the 19% century, they were emptied
due to Lezgin forays. In the 1990s, Russian and Georgian border guards
alternately patrolled here, but since the incident in 2006, the territory
has been completely controlled by the Russian Federation. It is worth
noting that Russian provocations had also occurred on other occasions.
For example, on 28 June 2018, Russians abducted two Georgian border
guards on the Dagestan section of the Georgia-Russia border in Lagodekhi
Municipality. There are also several known abduction cases of Georgian
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shepherds. Several years ago, the construction and rehabilitation of
the Avaro-Kakheti road, planned by the Russian side, raised concerns in
Georgian society. This road is very beneficial for the Russian Federation
from a geopolitical standpoint, but it is completely unacceptable for the
Georgian side under the current circumstances. The research issue gains
even greater relevance given the changing political mood in Georgia and
the international geopolitical situation.

The study was conducted in four municipalities of Kakheti: Akhmeta,
Telavi, Kvareli, and Lagodekhi. This border strip contains several passes
(the Qadori Pass is particularly important); no motor road was built
even during the Soviet period, therefore, the population of Kakheti and
Dagestan was connected by footpaths.

Georgiansrefer to all the Dagestanis as Lekebi (lit. Lezgins), and more
orless base their relations with them on the narrations embedded in their
historical memory. It should also be considered that the collapse of the
Soviet state led to the creation of a fertile ground for open confrontation
between groups of different ethnic and religious backgrounds. This is
accompanied by the historical perspective: the Christian population of
Kakheti perceived the Dagestani/Lezgin as an enemy, a robber, and a
bully—a perception that, in part, still persists today.

Kakheti is primarily shaped by the territories of ancient Georgian
historical and geographical provinces: Tusheti, Kakheti, Kukheti, and
Hereti. Its borders underwent certain changes over various historical
periods. From ancient times, this was a contact zone between the
peoples of Georgian and Caucasian (Dagestani) descent. In the early
Middle Ages, mountainous Dagestan had close ties with the Kingdom
of Kartli, which, along with Byzantium and Albania, played an important
role in the spread of Christianity in the North Caucasus. The rulers of
Kartli actively used the Lezgins in the struggle against foreign enemies,
which is clearly confirmed by Georgian written sources. At a certain
point, the Khundzi were nominally part of the Georgian political space.
Tamerlane’s campaigns in the Caucasus and the collapse of united
Georgia marked the beginning of Dagestan’s political and cultural
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distancing from the Georgian world. From then on, the Lezgins’
constant raids, their large-scale settlement in Eastern Kakheti, and
acts of piracy ( Lekianoba ) took on increasingly severe proportions.
This fairly painful process continued with varying intensity until the
Russian Empire took over the South Caucasus. In the late Middle
Ages, the relations between Georgian and Dagestani highlanders also
took on the character of a sharp confrontation. In addition to the
religious factor, this was due to the weakening influence of the central
government in the mountains and the almost complete replacement
of the formal legal system with customary law. The nature of the
relations and the system of ethical values between clans, communities,
villages, and neighbouring communities in the highlands differed from
those in the lowlands. Piracy — violent appropriation of the property
of neighbouring people, villages, or communities — became a way of
life here. This circumstance largely determined the relations between
Georgian highlanders and their North Caucasian neighbours. Neither
Georgians nor their northern neighbour-highlanders regarded the
theft of sheep, cows, and horses as shameful; on the contrary, such
behaviour was considered a great feat, and these deeds were often the
subject of heroic poems.

In the 17" century, “free communities” of the Avars and Tsakhur
Lezgins were formed in the extreme eastern part of Hereti (Kaki/Kakhi).
Two political entities, the Sultanates of Char-Belakan (Kak-Eniseli) and
Elisu, were created. The 17% -18" centuries were difficult for Kakheti.
Later, in addition to the Char-Belakan and Elisu Sultanates, a small
number of Dagestanis settled in the neighbourhood of Kvareli as well.
These Lezgins used the winter pastures of Kakheti and spent the winter
in the Bezhaniani Valley (where the village of Akhalsopeli is located
today) on the banks of the Shorokhevi River. Initially, they lived here
seasonally, paying “grass taxes” for the use of the pastures, and flocks
of sheep were accompanied only by shepherds; later, they started
coming here with families, acquired homestead plots, and established
several temporary settlements. This heterogeneous process continued
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until the 1950s (today, the Khundzi live in the villages of Kvareli district:
Chantliskure, Tivi, and Saruso).

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, the situation in the
Caucasus and the policy of the Russian Federation led to the breakdown
of the bridge between a number of peoples of the South and North
Caucasus for an indefinite period of time. Due to the tragic events of
the post-Soviet period (two Russia-Chechnya wars, the so-called South
Ossetian, Abkhazian and Karabakh conflicts, the 2008 Russia-Georgia
war, its accompanying borderization, etc.), the relations between the
Georgian and the North Caucasian peoples have taken a completely
different direction compared to the Soviet epoch. The political entities
of the North Caucasus that remained within the Russian Federation
experienced negative consequences from their isolation from Georgia,
affecting not only political and socio-cultural ties but also interethnic
relations. The artificial interruption of physical and, consequently, socio-
cultural contacts between the peoples of the North and South Caucasus
was a violation of the regularity which historically underlay the unity of
the Caucasian peoples. This situation had a peculiar effect on the Lezgins
living in Kakheti. Some of the Avars moved to Dagestan in the 1990s.
Of the more than 4,000 Avars in Kvareli district, approximately 2,000
remained and had to confront the socio-economic and political crisis
alongside their Georgian neighbours.

The monograph is interdisciplinary in character, encompassing
history, ethnology, and geography, and serves not only scientific
and theoretical purposes but also practical ones. It introduces new
empirical material into scholarly circulation, identifies features of
socio-cultural, demographic, and economic transformations in the
border region under study, and develops new theoretical approaches.
Accordingly, the monograph has both scientific-theoretical and
educational-practical objectives. In preparing this monograph, we
drew upon archival materials, scholarly literature, as well as empirical
(field-ethnographic) and digital sources. The fieldwork employed a
comprehensive and intensive methodological approach, incorporating
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direct observation and interviews with informants. The novelty of the
study is defined, in part, by its interdisciplinary examination of ethno-
cultural transformations along the Dagestan section of the Georgia—
Russia border in Kakheti.

We would like to express our gratitude to the colleagues who
provided valuable consultations during the preparation of this book—N.
Azikuri, G. Ichuaidze, N. ldoidze, as well as to the narrators who
participated in the ethnographic fieldwork.
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CHAPTER|

NIKA LOLADZE

1. BORDER AS A PROCESS: A METHODOLOGICAL AND
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK FOR RESEARCH ON THE BORDER OF
GEORGIA AND DAGESTAN

The contemporary world is the world of borders, where territorial,
political, legal, and economic boundaries directly impact social aspects
of life. Despite globalisation, the opening of borders, and the growth of
global mobility, the number and diversity of borders in the contemporary
world are at historical highs.

Over the past twenty years, hundreds of new borders have
appeared around the world: thousands of kilometres of barbed wire/
fences have been laid to separate territories, millions of cubic meters of
concrete walls have been erected (Mexico - America, Israel - Palestine),
and temporary accommodation centres? for thousands of migrants have
been built/operated, and the number of deportations has increased.
Passport databases, border crossing security technologies, and
procedural mechanisms? have been created and improved.

When discussing the significance of borders in the modern world,
it’s worth noting the impact and consequences of the COVID-19
pandemic, increased flows of refugees, internally displaced persons, and
economic migrants, which have also significantly impacted the border
research. Strict quarantine measures and travel restrictions transformed
the borders into “filters,” regulating not only the movement of people
but also social relations linked to fear of the spread of the virus. This
experience qualitatively changed the attitude of border institutions and

1 GDP(Global Detention Project), available at: https://www.globaldetentionproject.
org/detention-centres/list-view seen on 18.10.2025.
2 Nail, Thomas., Theory of the Border. Oxford University Press. 2025.
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made the control mechanisms even more complex.!

At the same time, in contemporary Georgia — as in the wider
Caucasus and the post-Soviet space — the question of state borders
is inextricably tied to sovereignty, territorial integrity, and national
identity. Accordingly, the significance of borders extends beyond
physical geography and assumes socio-political, economic, and
cultural significance. State borders, traditionally perceived as fixed,
natural or conventionally defined dividers, are increasingly viewed in
contemporary studies as historically constructed, politically governed,
and dependent on socio-economic practices. Such an approach is
relevant not only in the spaces where the border is not clearly defined
physically, legally, politically, or in everyday life, but even in the case
of a clear physical and historical border, such as the main watershed
of the Caucasus.

The research topic of this work is the border section between
Georgia and the Republic of Dagestan of the Russian Federation, which
runs along the Caucasus Mountain Range. Even such seemingly “clear
natural-historical borders” have repeatedly become the subject of
political manipulation, because any border is inherently dynamic, and
neither the ‘natural’ nor the ‘historical’ serves as an unambiguous
border. Moreover, the border in this region has never been static.

As for the Georgia-Dagestan border itself, it is 143 km long, runs
from the Mount Diklo to the south along the Ridge Butsibatsi Range to
the Mount Sarmaghele (2596 m), crosses the Andis-Koisu River through
a pass, along the Akhtala Range, the Mount Pataranabadi (3252 m),
the Mount Encho (3304 m), the Mount Shaviklde (3578 m), follows the
Central Caucasus Range to the Qadori Pass (2363 m), up to the Mount
Ninikas-Tsikhe (3116 m), from here turns southwest and ends in the east
at the Mount Tinovroso.?

The border between Georgia and the Republic of Dagestan is

1 Paasi, A., Geographies of Borders and Bordering. In the book: Border Studies
(pp.. 47-67). Edward Elgar Publishing. 2025

2 Kekelia J. The Territory and Borders of Gergia (2" edition). Intelekti Publishing.
Thilisi 2006, p.78
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defined by the following crossings: Vantliashet (2441 m), Sarmaghele
(2596 m), Qadori (2363 m), Khimriki (2760 m), Mskhalgora (2940 m),
Machkhalroso (3066 m), Mushak (2675 m), Duruji (2884 m), Khubiara
(2402 m) and Akhtala (3162 m). ! Of these, the Vantliashet and Akhtala
crossings are the most important, satellite photos of which clearly show
the roads cut from the Dagestan side (see Map X, Figure X).

Tusheti faces particular geographical challenges, which are also
highlighted in the spatial planning document commissioned by the
Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia: “Tusheti
finds itself in a complex geopolitical situation due to the historically
established strive of the neighbouring countries and peoples to use and
see benefit from its territory. Given the geopolitical expansion of the
Russian Federation, active construction of military bases and access
roads in the valleys bordering Tusheti [...], as well as the 7-8-month
inaccessibility of emptied Tusheti, it is necessary to regenerate the
degraded ethnocultural environment to compensate for the geopolitical
vulnerability, which is also fully consistent with reintegrating Tusheti
into the national texture”. 2

As already noted, the Georgia—Russia state border has not been
demarcated to this day, creating a risk of legal uncertainty and arbitrary
border alterations. This issue is particularly acute given the ongoing
creeping occupation observed near the occupied territories and directly
along the state border, especially in the case of the Chanchakhovani
Gorge and the villages of Chero and Intsukh, which Georgian authorities
have been unable to control since the 2006 incident.?

1 Ibid, pp. 84-85. Note: The source mentions only the Vantlisheti, Sarmaghele,
Qadori, Khimriki, Mskhalgori and Machkhalroso crossings; the remaining
crossings have been added by the author (N. Loladze) basing on fieldwork and
geoinformation data.

2 Abuladze G., Gotsiridze G. Spatial-territorial Planning Project for Akhmeta
Municipality and Tusheti. Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development
of the Republic of Georgia, 2018; available at: https://moi.gov.ge/ka/about /
Activities/Spatial Arrangement/Akhmeta

3 Kvakhadze Alexandre, Disputed Borders in the North Caucasus and Their Echoes
in Georgia. Georgian Foundation for Strategic and International Studies; available
at: https://gfsis.org/disputed-borders Jalabadze N., Janiashvili L. Loladze N.
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The dynamics of the border strip running along the Caucasus
ridge intensified, especially from the 19 century, following Georgia’s
annexation by the Russian Empire: in recent history, the Soviet past, and
later post-Soviet political realities, further aggravated these dynamics.
For example, from the early 19" century Char-Belakan region (later
Saingilo), whose northern border ran along the Caucasus watershed, had
various statuses (district, military district) alternating between various
administrative units of the Russian Empire, including as part of the
Georgia-Imereti Governorate. Later, it was part of the First Republic of
Georgia, and after the Soviet occupation, it was transferred to Azerbaijan
(see Map XX).! Furthermore, in the same 19th century, on 19 June 1859,
Prince A. Baryatinsky, the Viceroy of the Caucasus, annexed Dvaleti (Nari
section of Ossetia district, Thilisi Governorate), the historical-geographic
region located beyond the Caucasian Watershed, to Tergi district. As a
result, the border moved to the Caucasian Watershed.?

In modern history, a notable case of the change in the state border
along the Caucasus Ridge are Klukhori and Akhalkhevi districts — the
territories in the North Caucasus that were part of Georgia SSR in 1943-
1955 (Map XX).® A tragic example of the 21 century is the ongoing
process of occupation, unilateral recognition and borderization of the
territories of Abkhazia and the former South Ossetia Autonomous
District by the Russian Federation.

Itisimportant to note that the delimitation-demarcation of the state
borders of today’s Georgia has not yet been completed. Accordingly,
some territorial changes/adjustments are inevitable. Despite the small
scale of the disputed territories, it should be considered that any process

Borderization and Georgia-Ossetian Relations in the Occupied Region. 2022

1 Vardosanidze S., Guruli V., Kharadze K., Jikia L., Kvaratskhelia M. History of
the State Border of Georgia (1917-1957). Kartuli universiteti Publishing, 2015,
pp.125-131

2 Topchishvili R., Dvaleti and Dvaletians: Georgia’s Lost Historical-geographic region
and the Vanished Ethnographic Group of the Georgians., Universali Publishing.
Thilisi 2016, pp. 39-40

3 Vardosanidze S., Guruli V., Kharadze K., Jikia L., Kvaratskhelia M. History of the
State Border of Georgia (1917-1957), pp. 254-279
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of border change in the Caucasus region is always perceived painfully.!

At this stage, of the four states bordering Georgia, delimitation-
demarcation has only been completed on the section of the Republic
of Turkey; with the remaining neighbors, the process is still ongoing or
has been suspended for an unknown period; for example, Georgia and
Azerbaijan have agreed on approximately 2/3 of the state border, and
one of the most important disputed sections remains the David-Gareji
monastery complex.?

Approximately half of the Georgia-Armenia border section (110
kilometres) has been demarcated. According to state officials, the
demarcation of the border between the countries is one of the most
important issues and should be completed in the near future.?

As for the border section between Georgia and the Russian
Federation, including the Georgia-Dagestan border, the delimitation/
demarcation process has been officially suspended until the deoccupation
of Abkhazia and South Ossetia.* The aforementioned uncertain status
of the border strip with the hostile country not only creates legal and
diplomatic instability, but also directly affects daily life, social, cultural
and economic behaviour of the people living in this strip. In the villages
located close to the undemarcated border, local perceptions of where
Georgia ends and Russia begins, in some cases, go beyond official maps.
It is in this space that the distinction between border as a physical line
and as a social experience is revealed. State policies, security regimes,
local historical memories, economic relations, and transportation

1 Kvakhadze Alexandre, Disputed Borders in the North Caucasus and Their Echoes
in Georgia.

2 Radio Freedom. Georgia and Azerbaijan have planned to discuss the issue of
border delimitation- demarcation., 2023. Viewed on 10/18/2025. Available at:
https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/32466303.html

3 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia, “Another Round of Political Consultations
Between Georgia and the Republic of Armenia Was Held”, 2024; available at:
https://mfa.gov.ge/ka/news/967140-saqartvelosa-da-somkhetis-respublikas-
shoris-politikuri-konsultatsiebis-morigi-raundi-gaimarta. Viewed on : 7.10.2025

4 Netgazeti - Delimitation-demarcation with Russia will end within the borders
of united Georgia — Gharibashvili., 2021. Available at : https://netgazeti.ge/
news/569455/ Viewed on 8.10.2025
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infrastructure together form a complex network that shapes the social
practices through which the border becomes dynamic and manifests as
an everyday reality.

The ambiguity around the Georgia-Dagestan border, which we are
currently studying, is an important part of larger geopolitical issues,
especially in light of the expansionist wars waged by the Russian
Federation. At the same time, this ambiguity creates an interesting basis
for theoretical analysis, which regards the border not only as a physical
and political line, but also as a living social space that is constantly being
created and changed. The theoretical synthesis used in the study is based
on the critical approach to border studies, particularly the importance of
rethinking the interaction of mobility, space and power. The empirical
material includes interviews with people living in borderline villages who
describe their daily lives, perceptions, and experiences related to the
border.

Therefore, the work aims at shaping a theoretical framework/
principle for the historical, geographical, and social features of the
Georgia-Dagestan border section, in a context where the border is
regarded not as a fixed line on the map, but as a space and process,
actively participating in the formation of identity, power, and memory.

2. TRANSITION AND METHODOLOGICAL PLURALISM IN BORDER STUDIES

The academic field of border studies initially developed as a
specialised field of geopolitics and political geography, and traditionally
considered borders only as “natural” and “artificial” elements dividing
states.! However, the distinction between natural and artificial
boundaries proposed by early theorists (Giddens 1987; Ancel 19364,
1936b; Hartshorne 1933; House 1980; Martinez 1994; Prescott 1987;
Ratzel 1897)?!6 is no longer considered relevant. The point is not that

1 Nail, T., Theory of the border. Oxford University Press. 2025, p. 7
2 Giddens, A., The Nation-State and Violence. Berkeley: University of California
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today’s borders are radically different from those of the past; the

Ill

problem is that throughout history, “natural” dividers, as borders,
have always been “artificially” agreed upon, delimited, established,
and secured by people/societies. A river, ridge, mountain, or any other
natural feature functions as a border only when this status is reinforced
by a corresponding social effect—for example, infrastructure such
as a road, bridge, or customs post, and, most importantly, a publicly
recognised division."’

Since the 1990s, the increase in the number of borders in the
world, driven by major geopolitical shifts, sovereignty, wars, pandemics,
citizenship issues, security, migration, social justice, and other
sociopolitical and economic concerns, has led to a significant expansion
of border studies in the social sciences and humanities. Accordingly, if
border studies were previously considered exclusively in a geopolitical
context, the modern approach represents an interdisciplinary, complex
research issue. In turn, this complexity is not only conceptual, since
borders have materialised in practice as a “large” and multi-layered
phenomenon.?®® This epistemological shift views the border not only
as a static element, but also as a process in which the experiences of
local populations collide with the policies of states, where conflict and
cooperation coexist, where national symbols and everyday life intersect.
And the focus on the “real world” has turned borders into both a

Press, 1987, 33. 50. Ancel, J., Les frontieres: Etude de géographie politique,
Recueil des cours vol. 55. Paris, 1936. Ancel, J., Géopolitique. Paris: Delagrave,
1936. Hartshorne, R, “Geographic and Political Boundaries in Upper Silesia.”
Association of American Geographers 23.4 (1933): g3. 195-228. House, J.,
“The Frontier Zone: A Conceptual Problem for Policy Makers.” International
Political Science Review 1 (1980): 83. 456—477. Martinez, O., “The Dynamics of
Border Interaction: New Approaches to Border Analysis.” In World Boundaries,
vol. 1, Global Boundaries, edited by Clive Schofield, 1-15. London: Routledge,
1994. Prescott, V., Political Frontiers and Boundaries. London: Allen & Unwin,
1987. Ratzel, F., Politische Geographie. Leipzig: R. Oldenbourg, 1897. Prescott,
V., Political Frontiers and Boundaries. London: Allen & Unwin, 1987. Ratzel, F,,
Politische Geographie. Leipzig: R. Oldenbourg, 1897.

1 Nail, T, Nail, T., Theory of the Border; p. 7

2 Paasi, A., A Border Theory: an Unattainable Dream or a Realistic Aim for Border
Scholars? The Ashgate research companion to border studies, 11-31. 2011
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governance infrastructure and a powerful metaphor for identity and
belonging.

Since border studies, due to their complex nature, require different
levels of analysis, there is no single universal approach or theory that is
considered dominant in this field; as Anssi Paasi notes, “Since borders
are context-dependent phenomena, developing a general theory of
borders is unattainable or even undesirable”.**?

Under these circumstances, methodological pluralism and
interdisciplinary dialogue have become the main advantages of border
studies, as a result of which the field simultaneously draws on different
disciplines and uses different, yet complementary, approaches and
theoretical frameworks. For example: political sciences provide tools
to analyze the issues of power, sovereignty, governance and security,
but cannot fully describe cultural and symbolic boundaries; geography
clearly establishes spatial boundaries, deepens into territorial meanings
and emphasizes the spatial dynamics generated the influence of physical
characteristics of place, scale and distance; Sociology and anthropology
focus on the social life of borderlands, everyday experiences and
construction of identity; Law deals with formalization of borders,
citizenship regimes, and state governance, but less so with unofficial and
unregulated borders; Humanities and cultural studies cover symbolic,
narrative, and figurative dimensions of boundaries—how meaning,
memory, and belonging are created; History provides context for how
borders have changed over time and how transformation of power
regimes influenced their formation.

Accordingly, border theory needs to develop through the dialogue
between disciplines, combining methods, theories, and approaches to
form a broad, comprehensive research framework that balances the
limitations of individual disciplines with additional integration.??°

This is why the monograph is based on an interdisciplinary approach

1 Paasi, A., A Border Theory: an Unattainable Dream or a Realistic Aim for Border
Scholars? The Ashgate research companion to border studies, 11-31. 2011, p. 27.

2 Newman, D., “On Borders and Power: A Theoretical Framework,” Journal of
Borderlands Studies 18.1 (2003): 13- 25; 16.
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and methodological synthesis, where the ethnographic approach plays a
leading role. In border research, this field reinforces the vision based on
human experience and allows for perceiving the border as a social and
cultural construction, created and shaped in everyday practices; based
on field research, this approach makes it possible to observe processes
through the perspectives of local residents, to analyze both formal and
informal networks of relations, and to trace the reconstruction of iden-
tity. In this way, the border is revealed as a living social space. This cre-
ates an interdisciplinary bridge between spatial or political-geographical
analysis and cultural anthropology, enabling a more comprehensive and
anthropocentric interpretation of border studies.

3. INTERDISCIPLINARY THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK: INSTITUTIONALISATION OF
THE BORDER AND THE CONCEPT OF “THIN™ AND “THICK” BOUNDARIES

Given the context of the research topic, we considered it appropri-
ate to synthesise A. Paasi’s concept of institutionalisation of borders and
B. Hasselsberger’s concept of “thin” and “thick” boundaries.! This the-
oretical approach allows for contextualising the historical, cultural, and
social factors in shaping the Caucasus Range as a boundary, at the same
time to assess the impact of its dynamics at the local or regional level.

A. Paasi’s theory on the institutionalisation of borders and regions is
one of the first and fundamental works which regards borders as complex
social processes conditioned by historical events. This approach comes
from his research “The Institutionalisation of Regions: A Theoretical
Framework for Understanding the Emergence of Regions and Constitution
of Regional Identity”, 2, which was further deepened by the empirical re-

1 Haselsberger, B., Decoding borders. Appreciating border impacts on space and
people. Planning Theory & Practice, 15(4), 2014, pp. 505-526.

2 Paasi, A, (1986). The institutionalization of Regions: A Theoretical Framework
for Understanding the Emergence of Regions and the Constitution of Regional
Identity. Fennia, 164(1), pp. 105-146.
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search on the Finnish-Russian border! and adapted to the contemporary
epoch of mobility and flows.? A. Paasi shows how institutions, symbols,
and daily practices create boundaries in physical space and collective con-
sciousness, thereby linking territory, power, and identity.

Basic idea of A. Paasi’s theory is that borders should be understood
as the processes that arise, stabilise, and sometimes disappear under
the influence of social, political, and cultural factors. Institutionalisation
operates in four directions: territorial, symbolic, administrative and at
the level of identity. Together, these elements make a practical meaning
of a border. At the same time, the spatial aspect of borders also forms as
part of identity, since borders are imprinted in memory, narratives, and
everyday representations, shaping the “us/them” distinction.

A.Paasi identifies four interconnected dimensions of institutionali-
sation, the effective analysis of which requires not a sequential but an
overlapping application. Territorial formation involves the legal definition
of the border and its reinforcement with material infrastructure (maps,
marking, border patrols); symbolic formation involves the creation of
names, narratives, symbols, and cultural meanings that make the bor-
der understandable and emotionally significant. Territorial formation
involves the legal definition of a border and its reinforcement with mate-
rial infrastructure (maps, marking and border patrols); symbolic involves
creation of names, narratives, symbols, and cultural meanings that make
the border comprehensible and emotionally significant. Institutionalisa-
tion, in a narrow sense, implies inclusion of borders in administrative,
legal, educational and political systems, such as customs regimes, visa
policies and border management practices. At the level of social con-
sciousness, the border becomes a component of collective identity, part
of everyday ideas which form a sense of belonging, peripherality, and
border. These four directions are not linear but deeply interconnected,
as shifts in discourse can trigger the reconfiguration of institutions, the

1 Ibid. Territory, boundaries and consciousness: The changing geographies of the
Finnish—Russian border. Wiley. 1996.

2 Ibid. Boundaries as Social Processes: Territoriality in the World of Flows. Progress
in Human Geography, 2001, 25(1), pp. 72-86.
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initiation of political reforms, alterations in symbolic meanings, transfor-
mations of identities, and even changes in territorial formations.

As for B. Hasselberger’s concept of “thin” and “thick” borders, based
on the practice of spatial planning, it is constructed on the assumption
that borders represent a set of geopolitical, socio-cultural, economic
and biophysical boundaries. Accordingly, the more difficult it is to cross
or penetrate the specified boundary elements or their combination,
the “thicker” the boundary is, and if it is open and easily crossed, the
“thinner” it is.!

Given the reality of Georgia, we can cite the example of Soviet and
post-Soviet borders, when the borders between the union republics at
all four levels of borders listed above were definitely “thin”, but after
gaining independence they “thickened” and, in certain cases, this led
to the emergence of multi-layered territorial problems and issues,
such as the examples of Chero and Intsukh, discussed in the following
chapters, or the ongoing demarcation issue of David Gareji monastery
complex, located in the border zone. Since these issues were less
pressing under the Soviet Union’s “thin” internal borders, they became
particularly acute after independence — in my opinion, this case is one
of the characteristic examples of the transition from “thin” borders to
“thick”.

We have discussed this concept in detail in the context of Georgia,
including through the example of the borderization process underway on
the occupied territory of South Ossetia, which clearly demonstrates that
the “expansion” of the “thin border” contributes to the alienation and
isolation of the border-divided societies, which leads to the weakening
and termination of historically established economic, cultural and
kinship ties.?

1 Haselsberger (2014), pp. 510-511
2 Jalabadze, Janishvili, Loladze. 2022, pp. 92-97
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CAPTERII

LAVRENTI JANIASHVILI

FROM THE HISTORY OF GEORGIAN-DAGESTANI RELATIONS

From olden times, Dagestan and Georgia enjoyed
warm relations, great friendship. Dagestan was hostile
to the enemies of Georgia; and friendly to the friends
of Georgia

(lakob Gogebashvili)

1. FRAGMENTS FROM THE ANCIENT PAST

Today, Georgia shares a northeastern border with the Republic
of Dagestan (Russian Federation). On the Georgian side, Dagestan
adjoins the Kakheti region, specifically the municipalities of Akhmeta
(ethnographic region of Tusheti), Kvareli, and Lagodekhi. On the
Dagestani side, Kakheti borders Avaria. This region is inhabited by the
people of Khundzi origin (the Didoi//Tsez, the Andi, the Botlikh, the
Ghodoberi, the Chamalal, the Bagulal, the Tindi, the Karata, the Akhvakh,
the Khvarshians, etc.). The Georgians refer to these tribes, as well as the
rest of the Dagestanis, as Lezgins.

A fairly complex and heterogeneous ethnogenetic process took
place on the territory of modern-day Kakheti over the centuries.
Historical sources tell that there were provinces//“countries” (Kakheti
itself, Kukheti, Hereti, Tsuketi, Sujeti, Kambechani), populated by
more or less related autochthonous people. At different times, under
the conditions of economic and cultural relations and political rivalry,
the territory of the afore-mentioned provinces changed, expanding or
shrinking at the expense of their neighbours. Accordingly, the name of a
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particular place also changed.! Traditionally, this region also included the
mountainous regions of East Georgia — Tusheti, Pshavi and Khevsureti,
which had direct contact with the North Caucasian highlanders.

The dividing line between Georgia and Dagestan ran mainly through
the mountains of Dagestan, along the ridge dividing the tributaries of
the Alazani River.? However, the northern border of present-day Kakheti
was quite fluid; sometimes it expanded, and at certain stages of history,
peoples of Dagestani origin (the Khundz) entered Georgian political
space.?

Although Georgian-Dagestani relations have a very long, rich and
interesting history, below we will only briefly touch upon the prehistoric
past, since paleoanthropological and DNA studies of the ancient
population of the Caucasus, and specifically, the study region, as well as
archaeological data, as they are reviewed in detail by the authors in the
first chapter of the monograph published in 2022.% In this regard, we will
directthereader’sattention only tothe principal conclusions presentedin
the aforementioned work. It has been ascertained, that, from the Bronze
Age, the autochthonous population of the Caucasus (Georgia, modern-
day Azerbaijan, Armenia, the North Caucasus) largely belonged to the
Mediterranean type of South European race, which is characterized in a
high skull of clearly pronounced dolichocranic shape, an above-average
height, a narrow and sharply profiled face with a high nose bridge. This
anthropological type belongs to the Caucasian variety of the above-
mentioned racial variant.®> It is noteworthy that among the peoples of
Dagestani origin, both the Caucasian and Caspian anthropological types

1 Vashakidze V. From the Past of Kakheti, in the book — Vashakidze V., Urushadze
V., Jalabadze N., Janiashvili L., Borderline Population in the Past and Present
(Kakheti) — Tb. 2022, pp. 7-8

2 Javakhishvili I., Borders of Georgia in Historical and Modern Perspective; col.
Historical Rarities, Tb. 1989, p. 14

3 Muskhelishvili D., Basic Issues from Historical Geography of Georgia, Th. 1977,
p. 214; Prince Vakhushti, Description of the Kingdom of Georgia, The Georgian
Chronicles; vol. IV, Ts. 1979. p. 556.

4 Borderline Population in the Past and Present (Kakheti) Thilisi, 2022, pp. 12-30

5 Vashakidze V. Ibid, pp. 10-13; Fedorov Ya. Historical ethnography of the Northern
Caucasus, M. 1983, p.17
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are represented, whereas the population of Kakheti predominantly
exhibits the Iberian (East Georgian) type. Based on the analysis of a fairly
rich craniological material, it can be confidently stated that in the Bronze
Age, the territory of Kakheti and the adjacent territories were inhabited
predominantly by the Mediterranean population of the South European
race, characterised by certain polymorphism. The craniological material
from the late antique period proves that the situation had not changed in
this era either. Such a solidity of anthropological type, despite constant
migrations, infiltration, and ethnocultural transformation over millennia,
confirms that the population of Kakheti and its neighbourhood basically
had the same genetic origin.!

This conclusion is supported by the analysis of DNA genetic markers
from paleoanthropological material, which allows the identification of
key DNA mutation indicators, namely haplotypes. Haplotype is unique
to each man and unites a certain group of population, a haplogroup,
which originated from a common ancestor, i.e. he receives it from the
Patriarch. Therefore, it is to some extent a biologically related group.
It should be noted that haplogroups and ethnicity do not coincide,
because haplotypes were dispersed across the Earth a long time ago
and subsequently united into various ethnic units. Genetic studies
have shown that haplogroup G2a dominates in the Western part of the
Caucasus, while haplogroups J2 and J1 dominate in the Eastern part.
A high share of these groups among the Caucasian race indicates that
the formation of the indigenous population into ethnic groups occurred
based on the populations with these haplogroups. The analysis of
DNA markers gives some idea of the migration processes taking place
in different periods. For example, our attention was drawn to the fact
that the markers reveal a striking similarity between the Georgian
ethnographic group — the Tush, residing in the neighbourhood of
Dagestan, and the Georgians living in Fereydan (Iran). Haplogroup J2 is
the dominant one in both groups, which may be related to the political
and demographic cataclysms that occurred in Kakheti in the first half of

1 Ibid, pp.14-15
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the 17" century, namely the migration of the population from Kakheti to
Tusheti. This issue will be discussed in more detail below.

Archaeological material allows for interesting conclusions. In
the Early Bronze Age (from the 4™ millennium B.C.), the territory of
modern-day Kakheti was part of the Kura-Araxes culture area, which
also encompassed almost the entire South Caucasus, North-west Iran,
Eastern Anatolia, and North-east Caucasus (Dagestan). This is the era
with advanced metal mining (bronze) and production, when pottery
reached a high level, and significant technological shifts became the
basis for a developed economy. In agriculture, the foundations of
plough farming were established, and evidence of irrigation has been
confirmed. Metal tools came into use, and wheeled transport appeared.
At the same time, animal husbandry also developed: people raised both
large and small livestock, while the population of the mountainous and
foothill areas practised seasonal (transhumant) herding, etc.!

In the Middle Bronze Age, the Kura-Araxes culture was replaced
by the “early-Kurgan culture”, which was later replaced by the Trialeti
culture. We consider it reasonable to assume that it could have arisen on
the basis of the Kura-Araxes culture and that its bearers did not undergo
significant ethnic changes. This point of view may be contradicted by the
significant socio-economic changes that occurred during this period (life
ceased in the settlements of early Bronze Age; the population switched
to pasture life and settled mainly in the foothills and river valleys, where
conditions were favorable for primitive irrigated agriculture and pasture
livestock breeding; observed is the tendency of increasing the number
of small livestock, especially sheep; fairly large burial mounds are
erected. Some researchers associate this with the penetration of Cattle
herder, cattle herding tribes from the North Caucasus or migration flows
from Asia Minor, but in my opinion more acceptable is V. Vashakidze’s
hypothesis that the role of migration flows in this case is exaggerated
and that cardinal changes such as these should have been caused by
global natural and climatic cataclysms, namely, the confirmed long-term

1 Ibid, pp.16-17
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abnormal drought in this region.?

The logic of the aforementioned hypothesis is confirmed by the
situation on the territory of present-day Dagestan in the Middle Bronze
Age. Atthe turn of the 3rd-2nd millennia B.C. disintegration of the cultural
unity of the Kura-Araxes period started in the Northeastern Caucasus.
In mountainous Dagestan, an archaeological culture emerged that is
considered a local variant of the Ginchi culture.? Distinguished are two
types of settlements of this period: I. Rock settlements in hard-to-reach
mountains (Upper Gunib, Usipa, Kurchab, etc.). Il. Lowland settlements
located on river terraces (Irganai |, Irganai Il, Ginchi Ill). When choosing
a place of residence, attention was given to proximity to arable land,
pastures, and water sources.? Changes in the sphere of material
and spiritual culture are associated, among others, with the changes in
climatic conditions (aridization).*

The Late Bronze to Early Iron Age (the 2nd decade of the 2nd
millennium B.C. to the early 1st millennium B.C.) marks the period
during which the so-called ‘system of ravines’ began to form across the
territory of East Georgia. It was based on these ravines that the first
ethno-geographic and ethno-political formations emerged, which, with
some modifications, have survived to the present day. Numerous bronze
weapons (the so-called Kakhetian anelaces, spearheads, etc.), ceramic
items made of clay mixed with sand, with the surface covered with
concentric lines, etc., have been discovered on the territory of present-
day East Georgia, in the lori-Alazani basin. There is no trail of any
significant external influence on the archaeological culture of this era
discovered in Kakheti. Analysis of local variants of this culture suggests

1 Vashakidze V. Ibid, pp.21-23; Vashakidze V. The Caucasus from Ancient Times to the
4t Century A.D. History of the Caucasus, ed.: R. Metreveli, vol. | Th. 2023, p.125

2 Ibid, p.126

3 Magomedov R., Mountainous Dagestan and Southeastern Chechnya in the
Middle Bronze Age, (dissertation abstract) Moscow 1992. (Internet version
checked on 04/10/2025 ) https://cheloveknauka.com/gornyy-dagestan-i-yugo-
vostochnaya-chechnya-v-epohu-sredney-bronzy

4 Magomedov, R. Materials for the Study of the Bronze-Age Cultures in Primorsky
Dagestan, Makhachkala 2000, p. 106

186



that it was created by the indigenous population, the ancestors of the
Kakhs, Kukhs and Heretians. Local substrate turned out to be so strong
that the boundaries of the culture they had created remained almost the
same in subsequent epochs and the early Middle Ages as they were at
the turn of the 2nd and 1st millennia B.C. It has been ascertained that all
archaeological cultures unearthed in Georgia are genetically related to
their predecessors, i.e. we witness a continuous chain of development.
This lends even more credence to the idea that the ethnic substrate on the
territory of East Georgia has not changed since the Bronze Age,although
certain analogies in archaeological cultures indicate contacts between
the South and North Caucasus.

Linguistic data plays a major role in the study of the prehistoric
period of the peoples of the South and North Caucasus. Modern linguists’
Caucasological studies recognise the genetic relationship between the
Georgian and mountain autochthonous languages of the peoples of the
Caucasus. Caucasological studies of contemporary linguists recognise
a genetic relation between Georgian and mountain autochthonous
languages of the Caucasus peoples. Accordingly, the current working
classification of Iberian-Caucasian languages comprises four distinct
groups: 1) Georgian; 2) Abkhazian; 3) Nakh; 4) Dagestani.? The genetic
links between Iberian-Caucasian languages and their genealogical
classification have been confirmed by studying their kinship. Despite
this, proving that these languages have descended from a common
ancestor is a very difficult task. Along with purely linguistic factors
(monosyllabic composition of morphemes and the exceptional brevity
of comparable lexical units in verbs), the situation is also complicated
by the geographical location of the Caucasus. Namely, the mountainous
landscape and the resulting greater or lesser isolation lead to the
development of specific processes in languages spoken in different
areas, the study of which presents significant difficulties.?

1 Vashakidze V. Ibid, pp.27-30

2 Chukhua M. Autochtonous Languages of the Caucasus, Caucasian Peoples,
Cultures, Languages, Tb. 2023, p.10

3 Ibid, pp.160-161
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In the first millennium B.C,, significant ethnopolitical shifts took place
in the South Caucasus. This was an era of the emergence of relatively
small political units (countries) and their later unification into a single state
system. This was the epoch for the emergence of relatively small political
units (countries) and their subsequent unification into a single state
system. “The Georgian Chronicles” contains invaluable information for
studying the ethnopolitical situation on the territory of present-day Kakheti
at the time, particularly, the essay included in its opening part, “Lives of
the Georgian Kings and the First Fathers and Relatives”, which shows the
division process of East Georgia into “countries”. Iv. Javakhishvili believed
that the author of this work had access to ancient sources describing the
borders of various communities and principalities. In some instances,
when marking these boundaries, he refers to names that no longer existed
in his time and would have been unfamiliar to readers, requiring him to
provide explanations for them.!

Based on the analysis of the afore-mentioned source and
archaeological material discovered on the territory of Kakheti, Georgian
historiography has convincingly substantiated that the political units of
Kakheti, Kukheti and Hereti already existed here in the second half of the
1t millennium BC. The borders of these “countries” constantly changed,
and in different historical periods, their names often overlapped.
Sometimes Hereti included all of Kakheti, or vice versa, Kakheti included
Hereti, and sometimes the region was even referred to under a common
name Kakheti-Hereti. However, mainly historical Hereti was a zone of
contact with the Dagestanis. N. Berdzenishvili believed that present-day
Kakheti was shaped later than other parts of Georgia, as a result of a
rather complex migration and ethnocultural process. Here, for tens of
centuries, there was a struggle between mountains and plains, valleys
and plateaus, economic and social systems, in which participated: “The
Kakhs, Kokhs, Tsanars, Gardabeli, Alvanian-Heretians, Sojes, Pkhovs-
Pshavs, Tush, Kists, and later Lezgins, Turks, Ottomans, Armenians and
Georgians of all communities (Megrelians, Gurians, Imeretians, Rachans,

1 Javakhishvili I. Ancient Georgian Historical Writing, Works, vol. VII, Th., 1977, p.187
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Javakhetian-Meskhetians, Armenians, Kartlians) - the historical arena for
all these merges (struggle and cooperation) was this land — relatively
small but with great potential.?

The ethnogenetic processes in the North Caucasus have been
poorly studied due to the scarcity of relevant written sources and
archaeological material. It has been suggested that the disintegration
of the ethnocultural unity of the North-Eastern Caucasus began in the
3 millennium BC, and this separation resulted in the emergence of
Dagestani tribes in the 1st millennium BC.2 Due to the specifics of the
landscape, each group in Dagestan (there are over 30 of them - L.J.)
lives mainly separately, creating a sort of regional ethnic area and, along
with its own language, has a rather distinctive culture, traditions and
customs.® Modern Georgia is bordered by the Avars and their genetically
related Didos (Tsez), although throughout its long history, our ancestors
had relations with the Tsakhurs, Laks, Dargins, and other Dagestani
peoples. It should be noted that Georgians refer to all of them as the
Leks, which is related to the name of the Dagestani tribe, the Laks.*

In the 5th-6th centuries, the territory inhabited by the Avars saw
the creation of an ethno-political entity, the Kingdom of Sarir.> Some
researchers associate the formation of this kingdom with the migration
of nomadic Avars to the Avarian plateau and the synthesis of the
introduced nomadic element with the local Lek (Dagestani-speaking)
population, as a result of which Khunzakh adopted the name Avaria.®

1 Berdzenishvili N. Expedition to the lori Gorge in 1935, Issues from the History of
Georgia; vol. |, Th. 1964, p. 175

2 Magomedkhanov M. Ethnogenesis of the peoples of Dagestan, Autochthonous
languages of the Caucasus, The Peoples, Cultures, Languages of the Caucasus,
Tb., 2023, p. 331

3 lbid, p. 315

Topchishvili R. Ethnology of the Caucasus, Tb., 2012, p. 149

5 Magomedkhanov M. Ethnogenesis of the peoples of Dagestan, Autochthonous
languages of the Caucasus, The Peoples, Cultures, Languages of the Caucasus,
Th., 2023, p. 331; Cheishvili G. The Caucasus in the 4"-5" Centuries, The History
of the Caucasus, Th. 2023, pp. 231-232

6 Aitberov T. Ancient Khunzakh and the Khunzakh people Makhachkala, 1990, pp.
29-30

SN
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A different opinion is expressed by R. Topchishvili, according to
whom the ethnonym “Avar” common in the Caucasus is derived from
the name Avar, the king of Sarir, who reigned in the 5" century, and has
nothing to do with the nomadic Turkic Avars of the 6%-10" centuries,
mentioned by Arab historian Ibn Rustam. This name (“Avaria”) may have
become widespread later, under the Russian influence. Until the 20%"
century, not a single representative of this people would call himself an
Avar; but would refer to his people as “Maarular” (Khunz. Highlander).!
On the territory of today’s Dagestan, the influence of the nomadic Turkic
element was stronger in the Caspian region, where the kingdom of the
Maskuts (Massagetae) was formed in the 330s, and in the 7*" century,
a new wave of nomads arrived, who quickly integrated with the local
population and switched to a semi-sedentary lifestyle.?

Mountainous Dagestan maintained close relations with the
Kingdom of Kartli, which, together with Byzantium and Albania, played
an important role in the spread of Christianity in the North Caucasus.®
The rulers of Kartli actively involved the Leks in the fight against foreign
enemies, which is clearly confirmed in Georgian written sources: “The
Persian king sent Eristavi with a large army to impose tribute on the
Armenians and Georgians. Then the Armenians sent an envoy to Varaz-
Bakris, telling him to gather and draw strength from the Greeks, to open
the gates of the Caucasus, bring the Ossetians and Leks, and oppose
the Persians.* Moreover, it seems that at a certain period, the Khunz
nominally entered the Georgian political space.> According to Juansher,
“After this, Archil came to Kakheti ... and found the chiefs of Tsuketi,

1  Topchishvili R. Ethnology of the Caucasus, Th. 2012, p. 99

Cheishvili G. Ibid, pp.230-231

3 Anchabadze Z., Botsvadze T., Togoshvili G., Tsintsadze M., Essays on the History
of the Peoples of the North Caucasus. Part |, p. 69

4 Mroveli Leonti, Life of the Kartlian Kings and First Fathers and Relatives, The
Georgian Chronicles, the text ascertained by S. Kaukhchishvili according to all
basic manuscripts; vol. |, Th. 1955, pp. 23, 45, 46, 66,136

5 Mroveli Leonti, Life of the Kartlian Kings and First Fathers and Relatives, The
History of Georgia, vol. |, Th. 1955, p. 19; Juansher, The Life of Vakhtang Gorgasali,
The Georgian Chronicles; vol. I, Th., p. 243
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to whom King Vakhtang had given Tsuketi, and there was at that time
Abukhuasro the ruler over the Tush and Khunz and all the pagan tribes
of the mountains, he did not want Tsuketi to be taken away from him”.!

According to D. Muskhelishvili, in the 8"-9™ centuries, Khunz
(Khunzakh) and Tsakhurs were already incorporated into one of the
administrative units of Hereti, the Machi Principality. Ecclesiastically,
this principality was the parish of the Bishop of Gishi, and included the
territory “ Down the Machistskali river with Shaki nd Khunzakh in the East
of the Alazani”.? Later, from the 1120s, the influence of the strengthened
Georgia in this direction spread even further up to Derbent.?

The royal court of the united feudal Georgia actively interfered in
the internal life of the Dagestanis, appointing the person it desired as
the ruler.

The Dagestanis integrated into Georgia’s political space, as a rule,
actively participated in the life of the state and at key moments provided
support to neighbouring Georgian provinces. For example, in 1204, the
Dido people participated in a rebellion together with the Pkhovs (the
Tush, Pshavs and Khevsurs), which Atabag Ivane defeated and imposed
upon them obedience and tribute as before.* Heretians and the Lezgins
supported the rebel prince Demna: “And they came to the land of Hereti,
and there also came the Prince of Hereti as well as the Heretians and
Lezgins of the Caucasus. And fierce war broke out... They drove out the
Heretians, the nobles, and the Lezgins”.> It was from neighbouring
Hereti that political and cultural influences from the Georgian world
penetrated Dagestan, primarily reflected in missionary activity.®

1 Juansher, The Life of Vakhtang Gorgasali, The History of Georgia, vol. |, Tb, p. 243

2 Muskhelishvili D. Historical Geography of Georgia.Works, vol.l, Th. 2023, pp.407-
408

3 Stepnadze J. Georgia’s Political Relations with the Peoples of the Caucasus in the
12 Century. Tb. 1974 pp. 112-113

4 Anchabadze Z., Botsvadze T., Togoshvili G., Tsintsadze M., Essays on the History of
the Peoples of the North Caucasus. Part |, pp. 119-120

5 History of Georgia, vol.2.Tb. 1959, p.19

6 Javakhishvili I. The Borders of Georgia from Historical and Modern Perspective;
collection: Historical Rarities, Thilisi 1989, p.15
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2. MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES OF THE GEORGIAN CHURCH
AND THE ETHNO-RELIGIOUS DILEMMA IN DAGESTAN

Today’s Dagestan is considered one of the leading centres of Islam
in the Caucasus, although for centuries it was an arena for the struggle
of two world religions, Christianity and Islam, where Christianity had
a clear advantage until the 14" century. In Dagestani historiography,
the earliest period for the spread of Christianity on the territory of the
present-day republic is considered to be the 1% century, when the first
preachers arrived here from Georgia, Albania and Armenia. The remains
of ancient churches, dating back to the 6™ -8" centuries, have been
discovered in the Balanjar necropolis.!

According to researchers, the influence of the Monophysite Church
in Khunzakh must have been relatively strong until the 7" century, but
later, through the efforts of Georgia and Byzantium, Orthodoxy became
dominant and the Georgian Church grew stronger.

In the Avar Nutsaldom in the 7% -14% centuries, there were over 40
functioning churches. Stone crosses or their fragments with Georgian
inscriptions have been found among the materials currently stored in
private collections and on the walls of buildings.

For example, during the study of the 10th-14th century church on
Mount Agaro, 16 inscriptions dating to the 10th-11th centuries were
discovered. Datuna Church, surviving to this day, was constructed in the
11 century.?

It has been suggested that the cross-domed building, located on
the territory of Narin-Kala in Derbent, may be related to Christianity.?
Small, basilica-type churches are mostly found here.* The chapels have

1 Magomedkhanov M. Ethnogenesis of the peoples of Dagestan, Autochthonous
languages of the Caucasus, The Peoples, Cultures, Languages of the Caucasus,
Tb. 2023, p.

2 Khafizov Sh, Mukhmagomedov M., Armenian and Georgian Sources on the History
of Church Construction in Avar Nutsaldom (VII-XIV centuries), Abstracts of the papers
for the International Congress of Caucasology, Tb. 2022, pp. 112-113

3 Magomedkhanov M. Ibid, p. 315

4 Khafizov Sh. Christian Churches on the territory of Avaria, (historical and
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bas-reliefs of crosses of different sizes and shapes. Christian symbols in
Dagestan, in terms of iconography and execution technique, display clear
analogies with the Christian architectural monuments and decorative art
of medieval Georgia. The widespread distribution of Christianity among
the population is evidenced by the abundance of Christian tombs and
epigraphic monuments written in Georgian script.?

The first Islamic community emerged in Dagestan in the late
7t century. Initially, Islam was disseminated only in Derbent and its
region, and according to some researchers, Muslim mosques were not
even constructed in other regions of Dagestan (Kumukh, Khunzakh,
Akhty. Construction of mosques here began in the 10th century, when
the spread of Arab culture reached its peak.? Hard-to-reach mountain
settlements of Dagestan, where cultural conservatism was stronger, were
particularly resistant to Islamization, maintained Christian and pagan
elements in their spiritual life in residual form until the 19* century.3
In V. Bartoldi’s opinion, this was because in the early days, Islam did
not recognize missionary activity, and Muslims did not persecute either
Christians or Zoroastrians.* The powerful Georgian state in the South
Caucasus intensified missionary activity in the north as well and took the
initiative away from both Byzantium and Armenia. As Magomedkhanov
notes, by this time, “Eastern Alania and North-Eastern Caucasus were
under the undoubted ideological influence of the Georgian Church”.®

geographical review), Christian East (series on the study of the Christian culture
of the peoples of Asia and Africa), vol. 9 (XV), St. Petersburg, 2021,pp. 305-317

1 GhambashidzeG, Abiev A, Christian burial grounds of mountainous Dagestan
(based on the materials of the Dagestani-Georgian joint archaeological
expedition), History, archeology and ethnography of the Caucasus. Vol. 16. #
1. 2020, pp. 129-144; Khafizov Sh., Rugudzhinskiy inscription (on the spread of
Christianity and Islam in Avaria), Bulletin of the Dagestani Scientific Center. 2015.
No. 56, pp.36—45.

2 Shikhsaidov, A. Islam in Medieval Dagestan (VII-XV centuries), Makhachkala
1969, p. 23

3 Shikhsaidov, A. Ibid., pp.24-25; Magomedov R. Dagestan, historical sketches.
Makhachkala 1971, p.56

4 Shikhsaidov, A. Ibid., p.23

Magomedkhanov M. Ethnogenesis of Dagestani Peoples, pp.316-317
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In the 1230s, Georgia was conquered by the Mongols. The
chronicler describes these hard times as follows: “In those days there
was neither sowing nor constructing... For all the abominations and the
sins of Sodom, God became angry, and we were subjected first to bitter
captivity, and then to plunder and slaughter by the barbarians, thirdly
shortage of bread, because none could be found to buy, not even at a
great price. The famine was so severe that the streets and alleys, roads,
fields, towns and villages were filled with corpses eaten by unclean
animals. Children suck the breasts of dead mothers, the breasts of dead
women”.! It is noteworthy that the Georgian Church, even during the
centuries-long Mongol rule, retained a certain influence within the
Dagestani communities and continued its missionary activity.?

It was mentioned above that significant epigraphic material written
in Asomtavruli script has been found in Khundzakh. Sh. Khafizov analysed
the inscriptions found in Gala (Khundz. 'vanna), Tad Raal (Khundz.
Tlap parlan) and Khundzakh, which were read by A. Chikobava and T.
Gudava at the time. Khafizov fully supported the opinion of famous
linguists about the bilingualism (Georgian-Khunzi) of these epigraphic
monuments. Some Georgian letters are impossible to understand in
Georgian, but possible in Khunzi. He suggests that the first attempts to
record the Khunzi language in writing were related to the introduction
of Christianity there and the dissemination of Georgian writing. The
missionary activity of the Georgians required not only the study of local
languages for preaching the Holy Scriptures, but also the selection of
clergy from among the local population, the compilation of Georgian-
language texts, and the creation of a written language understandable
to the locals based on the Georgian script.? In addition, it is obvious that
the creators and readers of the Georgian-Khundz inscriptions were not
so much Georgian clergymen as local Khunzi. Otherwise, writing Khunzi

1 Chronicler, The Georgian Chronicles, text ascertained by S. Kaukhchishvili
according to all the basic manuscripts vol. 2, Thilisi, 1959, pp. 309-310

2 lbid, pp.272-273

3 Khafizov Sh. On Georgian-Avar inscriptions on the stone crosses. Bulletin of the
Dagestan Scientific Center. 2014. # 54, pp.73-74
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words in the Georgian alphabet would be pointless.!

The Mongol invasions significantly weakened Georgia, and it could
no longer properly control the ethno-religious situation in the North
Caucasus. From the late 13t century, Islam eventually gained strength
in Khunza and adjacent settlements. Gradually, the main policy vector
of the Khunza rulers became “divine war against the infidels”. There
is an interesting narration about how Islam spread to Tsakhur and its
neighbouring villages. It tells that Georgians used to live in Tsakhur, but
later, part of the population, together with the residents of the villages
of Khnov and Rutul, founded several small settlements. Three preachers
came here from Mecca and converted Christians to Islam, which was
very easy to do. The residents of Tsakhur, Rutul, and Khnov simply wrote
that they were Christians before, but are Muslims now.?

At the end of the 14th century, Tamerlane’s numerous campaigns
had an even more grave impact on the situation in Georgia. Temur turned
disgruntled Caucasian highlanders into allies; he was accompanied
by Lezgins during his raid on Kartli-Kakheti in 1393. At the same time,
intensive dissemination of Islam was underway in Dagestan, resulting in
a gradual escalation of conflict with Christian Georgia.? From now on, the
confessional and migration political model that began in the Arab period
became even more clearly evident. From then on, the confessional
and migrational political model initiated in the Arab period became
even clearer. Islam turned into the main unifying tool for Dagestani
communities. And this was logical, since linguistic or ethnic factors were
less suitable for consolidation due to their diversity.

It should also be noted that the emphasis on religious identity is
a common characteristic of the Islamic world. According to one of the
main tenets of Islam, humanity is divided not on ethnic, but on religious

1 GudavaT. Two inscriptions (Georgian and Georgian-Khunzi) from Dagestan, Materials
from the History of Georgia and the Caucasus, vol. 30. Tb. 1954, p. 194

2 Shikhsaidov A. Islam in Medieval Dagestan (VII-XV cc), Makhachkala, 1969, pp.
161-162, 206-207

3 Anchabadze Z., Botsvadze T., Togoshvili G., Tsintsadze M. Essays on the History of
the Peoples of the North Caucasus., vol. 1., p. 121. Lekveishvili T., The Caucasian
Policy of Nader Shah. For the degree Ph.D. in History. Tb. 2020, p.93
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grounds. On one side, there are Muslims (Ummah), and on the other,
followers of other faiths.

This tenet somewhat blurred over the course of history, and
national ideologies emerged in Islam, such as Jamshidism, Pan-Turkism,
etc. However, religious unity still plays a special role in the solidarity of
the Muslim world and in its relations with the rest of the world.

An important stage in deepening the sense of solidarity within the
Muslim community is connected to the relations with Christian peoples.
An Islamic state is indispensable for individual and collective realization
of Islam, because a Muslim who becomes a subject of a non-Islamic state
automatically finds himself in Dar ul-Harb (the world of war) from Dar

ul-Salam (the world of peace) of Islam. As early as 1484 A.D., the
Muslim theologian Al-Wanharis stated that a Muslim in this situation
should perform hijra (leave the territory of the infidels) if possible. Such
a decision was often difficult to make, so Ahmed ibn Jumair (the mufti)
issued a fatwa allowing believers to live on the territory conquered by
Christians. In extreme cases, he considered it permissible to even formally
declare one’s renunciation of Islam. In cases where a Muslim was forced to
do something unacceptable (eat pork, drink wine, participate in a prayer,
etc.), he had to distance himself from such actions in his own soul.!

In the early days of Islam, Muhammad effectively used the word
“ghaza” (plural “
spreading and protecting Islam. Later, ghazawat took its place in Sharia,
and the term came to denote both the struggle under the banner of
Islam for the expansion of Dar al-Islam and petty pirate raids against the

ghazawat”), which referred to military operations for

“infidels.”. Precisely such attacks on Georgia from the North Caucasus,
which became more frequent after the rise of Islam there, gradually took
on a catastrophic character. The Georgians referred to this as lekianoba
(the term denoting sporadic forays of Northeast Caucasian people into
Georgia in the 16™ -19*" centuries, derived from the Georgian word leki
/lit. Lezgin).

1 Lang M., The Tradition of Migration in the Muslim Circle, Central Asia and the
Caucasus, 1998, #1, pp. 222-225
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Islamic theology in Dagestan was at a fairly high level, so it is quite
natural that Islamic scholars focused on discussing the rules of warfare
during Ghazawat and explaining how much Lekianism corresponded to
the norms of Sharia and Ghazawat. In this regard, two different positions
were highlighted. One belongs to Dawud al-Usish (mid-18" century).
His work contains detailed answers on how Muslim law should be used
to solve local problems. To the question: “Can the Ghazis of our time
be considered true fighters for the faith, when we know that their
goal is to seize booty and not to exalt the word of Almighty Allah and
distribute charity in His path?” he replies: “In general, [the actions of]
those who fight for the sake of Allah are [approved], in our time and
we do not have ‘ghazi’, because they mistakenly consider [the people
around us] as infidels [who must be fought]. Such a misconception about
Georgia (Gurjistan) is as obvious as a fire lit at night on a mountain [top].
Georgians are subjects of the Persians or Turks. And no matter what
happens, we cannot shed their blood and encroach on their property.
The residents of Tusheti are also considered their subjects, since they
pay jizya and kharaj to their rulers. Other [neighbouring nations] are
permanently under the protection of one of them [Muslim states], and
if anyone is under the protection of one [Muslim state], even if it is a
slave, we are forbidden to [shed] their blood, seize their property, and
capture them.!

Dawud al-Usishi believed that the raids, piracy, and slave-trading of
the Dagestanis were manifestations contrary to Sharia law and human
nature in general. Despite this opinion, his contemporary Dagestani
scholars supported pirate attacks on their neighbouring Christians,
substantiating them with the same Sharia laws and the opinions of other
theologians.

Another Dagestani theologian, Ibrahim al-Urad, interpreted the
legal essence of the Dagestani attacks on Georgia in a completely
different way from Dawud al-Usishi. He believed that if the Georgians
submitted to the Shias (Qizilbash), this meant that they did not

1 Ibid, p.3225
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recognise the authority of the Caliph. In addition, the Georgians helped
the opponents of the Caliph by attacking and seizing the property
of Muslims in the Ottoman Empire and Tsor (Char-Belakani ). Thus,
they themselves fight against Islam and Muslims. As for the Tush,
they cannot be compared with the “people of the Holy script” that
the Dagestanis know from captured Tush and the people who lived
in Tusheti. Therefore, neither Kharaj nor Jizya can be collected from
them; they must convert to Islam.!

Such a contradiction in the attitudes of theologians reflected
not only the canonical interpretation of Islamic dogmas, but also the
prevailing sentiments among the people. N. Omarashvili noted that
some of the Dagestani highlanders were not hostile towards Georgia.
The day when the army gathered for the campaign against Georgia
was called Black Day. A woman could refuse to marry the groom who
was going on a campaign to Tsor (today’s Saingilo - L.J.), and some
communities had the custom of depriving a campaigner to Kakheti of
his share of inheritance.?

Tamerlane’s campaigns to the Caucasus and the collapse of
unified Georgia marked the beginning of Dagestan’s political and
cultural distancing from the Georgian world. From then on, constant
attacks of the Lezgins, their mass settlement in East Kakheti, and piracy
(“leksianism”) took on unbearable forms. This extremely painful process,
with varying intensity, continued until the Russian Empire took over the
South Caucasus, and remained a bitter memory in the relations between
the two peoples.

1 |Ibid, p. 3225
2 Omarashvili N., The Dagestanis Living in Kakheti (History of Settlement, Life and
Culture), Thilisi, 2008, p. 47
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3. LEKIANOBA' - THE THREAT OF DESTRUCTION TO KARTLI AND KAKHETI.

History can neither tell nor describe to what
extent the Lezgins ravaged Georgia
(Davit Batonishvili)

The historical events developed in the late Middle Ages had a
profound impact on the demographic situation of the Georgian provinces
bordering Dagestan. The population of Kakheti, already depleted by the
devastating Iranian campaigns, could no longer withstand the continual
raids of the Lezgin marauders, nor were the country’s political leaders
able to control the situation. Present-day Saingilo gradually separated
from Kakheti. In the 17th—18th centuries, an intensive process of de-
ethnicization of Georgians began within the Muslim political units
established there—the Kak-Eniseli Sultanate and the Khanate of
Char (the eastern part of Gaghma Mkhari, corresponding to present-
day Zaqatala and Belakan). The Khanate of Char emerged from the
“lordless communities” of Avar-Lezgins who had migrated from Char,
Belakan, Katekh, Thala, Mukhakh, and Jinikh and settled in the region.
T. Papuashvili localises it on the other side of the Alazani, between the
Gavazistskali and Kufu-chai rivers.?

Some Dagestanis settled West of Kak-Eniseli, even as far as old
Gavazi. Initially, they used the winter pastures of Kakheti and wintered
in Bezhaniani Valley (where the village of Akhalsopeli is located today)
on the banks of the Shorokhevi River. In the beginning, the Lezgins lived
here seasonally, paying “grass tax” for the use of pastures, and the flocks
of sheep were followed only by shepherds. Later, they began to come
with families, taking homestead plots into possession and established
several temporary settlements. Thus, at the turn of the 18th-19th

1 Lekianoba - the term denoting sporadic forays by Northeast Caucasian people into
Georgia in the 16™ -19'" centuries, derived from the Georgian word /eki (lit. Lezgin)

2 Papuashvili T. Questions on the history of Hereti, Essays on socio-economic and
political history (from ancient times to the first quarter of the 12t century), Th.
1970, p. 328.
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centuries, they gradually settled in this region (today they mainly live in
the villages of Chantliskure, Tivi, and Saruso in Kvareli district).

Such pressure from the Lezgins led to the displacement of the
Georgian population from Kakheti and the desertification of villages.
Thus, when German explorer J. Glldenstadt visited these places in the
1670s, the last inhabited villages in the east of Kakheti were Gavazi and
Chikaani, whereas in Gaghma mkhari, only legends about the Georgian
settlement of Belakani in Char had survived. The residents of Chikaani
and Gavazi, accustomed to constant clashes with the Lezgins, developed
their own defensive strategies, which caused the Dagestanis to avoid
attacking these villages.!

The abandoned Georgian villages on the opposite bank of the
Alazani River were gradually overgrown with forest and thorny bushes.
When Jacques Francois Gamba travelled here in the first half of the 19t
century, the territory up to Belakan was dotted with the remains of
Georgian settlements. The ruins of old villages could still be seen there.
“This, once a truly beautiful area, was inhabited by Georgians. At that
time, the Didoi and Gonzoukoor Lezgins used to drive their flocks to
winter here. In the summer, it was a gathering place for brigands, where
highlanders gathered to raid Kakheti”.?

Small groups of Lezgins who set out on raids to Georgia would
camp in dense forests and inaccessible locations, from which they would
launch sudden attacks on peasants engaged in their daily work. They
would steal livestock, crops, and people, who were either taken to
Dagestan and subsequently sold in the Crimean Khanate or brought to
Akhaltsikhe for sale. N. Berdzenishvili writes, “Brigand Lezgins avoided
a face-to-face encounter with Georgians. This is understandable: their
goal was to obtain arms and other booty. They were generally unable
to overcome the Georgians through superior weaponry or military

1 Ibid,p.27

2 Gamba (Jacques Francois), Travels to the Caucasus, translated from French by
Mzia Mgaloblishvili, comments and references by Lela Mikiashvili, vol. I, Tb.
2021, p. 50
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organisation, and, as a rule, lost in major battles.! That is why they
avoided attacking fortified cities and fortresses.

The situation changed after the Lezgins’ mass migration to Kakheti.
Onthe empty lands of eastern Kakheti (in Char, Belakan, and Tal districts),
which had been depopulated following the campaigns of Shah Abbas I,
the Avars and Tsakhurs created the so-called “lordless communities”;
this area turned into a springboard for the attacks on Georgia. Lekianoba
became especially intense in the 18" century. According to Vakhushti,
the Lezgins covered almost all of Kakheti. They spread Islam en masse.?
Most importantly, Georgia lost a significant part of its territory — Eastern
Kakheti, which is now referred to as Saingilo.?

Lezgin attacks on Georgia were encouraged by the Ottoman
Empire, which often offered them refuge in the conquered Akhaltsikhe
Pashalik. Therefore, the Dagestanis also attacked Georgia from the side
of Akhaltsikhe. The Ottoman captive market paved the way for the trade
in captives. In addition, Kakhetian peasants, oppressed by their masters,
often sought refuge with the lordless Lezgins, thereby becoming Lezgins
themselves, since, for them, being a Lezgin meant living without a lord.*
The rulers of Kartli and Kakheti saw this clearly, but they were unable to
change the situation. In 1722, Davit Il of Kakhei (Imam Quli Khan) wrote
to Vakhtang VI: “You know well that a peasant who has been repeatedly
attacked and harassed by the enemy is easily deceived. They have sided
with the Lezgins, and those who are on the Lezgin side are the enemies
of the country, and this is detrimental to the king’s wealth and harmful
to the country. They are ravaging and killing Georgians.® Finally, things
got to the point that, as N. Berdzenishvili notes, the so-called “lordless

1 Berdzenishvili N. Georgia in the Second Half of the 18" Century, Issues of
Georgian History, vol. Il, Th. 1965, p. 203

Vakhushti Batonishvili. Ibid, p. 622

Topchishvili R. Ibid, pp.103-104

Ibid, pp.103-104

Corpus of Georgian Epistolary Sources |, Georgian Epistolary Sources 15th
Century -1762. Compiled, prepared for publication, supplied with research and
annotations by Mamisa Berdznishvili, Th. 1989 p. 63

u b wN

201



Lezgin communities” gradually turned into lords.?

Thus, once friendly neighbouring peoples, they became mortally
hostile to each other, and the organised attacks of Dagestani tribal
leaders on Kartli and Kakheti became systematic. D. Megreladze
distinguishes three types of Lezgin campaigns: 1. Predatory expeditions,
2. campaigns aimed at conquering territories, 3. campaigns aimed at
creating a permanent revenue basis.?

In the 18™ century, things got to the point where the consolidated
Lezgin forces even restricted Georgian kings from moving within their
own domain and dared to march on cities.

After his 1724 campaign against the Ottomans in Kartli, Mahmad
Qult Khan (King Constantine Il of Kakheti) could not return. “He went
to Akhalgori together with the queen, as he could no longer return to
Kakheti due to the Lezgins”. ®* The emboldened Dagestanis decided to
attack Telavi, and the united army of the Chars and Lezgins attempted
to capture the Telavi fortress. Telavi residents “came out under the
leadership of a certain priest who called on them to defeat the Lezgins.
Telavians destroyed the enemy’s camps and captured the weapons and
trophies. Having seen this, the Kakhetians exterminated all the Lezgins
there and freed themselves from them. They fortified themselves in the
fortresses and called upon Mahmad Quli Khan to come and surrender to
the people of Telavi”. *

Oppressed by the Lezgins, Mahmad Quli Khan was forced to recall
his old plan, which involved making peace with the Lezgins and giving
them passage to Kartli.> Rather than campaigning against Kakhetians,
who were skilled in fighting them, the Lezgins preferred to attack Kartli
and pay a share of the plunder to Mahmad Quli Khan. However, this
“truce” did not bring the long-awaited peace to Kakheti. “But since

1 Berdzenishvili N. Issues of Georgian History, vol. Il, Tb. 1965, p. 162
2 Megreladze D., From the History of Georgia-Dagestani Relations, Lekianism, Th.

2011, p.9
3 Vakhushti Batonishvili. Ibid, p.623
4 |bid, p.623

5  Essays on the History of Georgia, Georgia from the Beginning of the 16" Century
to the 1830s, vol. IV, Tb. 1973, p. 443
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Kakheti was not at peace, the people of Kiziki built a fortress in Magharo
and fortified there”.! According to R. Gogolauri, Constantine (Mahmad
Qult Khan) did not interfere with Lezgin campaigns in Kartli, since he
did not want to strengthen the Ottoman vassal Isaq Pasha there. At the
time, the Pasha of Akhaltsikhe energetically fought for the conquest of
Kakheti. However, Konstantine saw greater evil in the “Ottomans” than
in the Lezgins.?

In the 18" century, the aggravated relations between Dagestan and
Georgia were closely linked to the external situation. Here, the interests
of Iran, the Ottoman Empire, and Russia were intertwined, and all sides
tried to use the Lezgins in accordance with their own interests.

The Dagestanis themselves had an increasing appetite and
constantly raided the villages of Kartli and Kakheti. The chief organiser
of lekianoba in Georgia was Shamkhal of Dagestan, which was under
Ottoman influence. To counterbalance him, Georgian rulers started
looking for an ally in the north, in Moscow, but this did not yield the
desired results.

At the same time, Iran too was active in the Dagestan direction.
Vakhushti Batonishvili writes that Shah Abbas made a deal with the
Lezgins to ravage Kakheti.

“He said to the Lezgins: “l want to exterminate the people of Kakheti,
kill and capture all who enter your mountains, and | will reward you
for it. They happily agreed”.® Since the Safavid rulers failed to achieve
demographic assimilation in Kakheti by resettling Turkmens there, they
attempted instead to convert the local population to Islam through a
process of Lezginization.* *

In the South Caucasus, the Ottoman Empire, which confronted Iran

1 Vakhushti Batonishvili. Ibid, p.623

2 Gogolauri R., From the History of Relations between Dagestan and Akhaltsikhe
in the 1720s-1740s. Collection: “Meskheti - History and Contemporaneity”,
Akhaltsikhe, 2000., p. 50

3 Batonishvili Vakhushti.lbid., p.588

4 Botsvadze T. From the History of Georgia-Dagestan Relations (15%-18" cc),
Lekianism, Th. 2011, p.41 * Encouraging or imposing the adoption of Lezgin
identity and Islamic practices.
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here, used the factor of Dagestan more effectively in its own interests,
attempting to expel the Qizilbash from Georgia and restore its own pow-
er; it continued encouraging Lezgins even during the “Qizilbash rule”
(1735-1747), sparing no expense to do so. To encourage the Dagestanis,
the Turks primarily relied on the Pasha of Akhaltsikhe, who was provided
with large sums of money for this purpose.! As Papuna Orbeliani writes:
“The Sultan gave army and wealth, saying: give to those who will wield
a sword in our service, and expect even greater mercy”.? As mentioned
above, it was in the Crimean Khanate and Akhaltsikhe Pahalik, which
were subordinate to the Sultan, that the Lezgins managed to sell the loot
and prisoners they captured in Georgia.

The pashas of Akhaltsikhe, together with invited detachments of
Lezgin brigands, attacked Georgia every day and caused great damage.
R. Gogolauri believes that the relations between the Pasha of Akha-
Itsikhe and Lezgin raiders were not uniform either. Initially, when the
Sultan appointed Ishak Pasha of Akhaltsikhe the governor of “Gurjistan”;
and “Ottoman rule” became stronger in East Georgia, the relations be-
tween Dagestan and Akhaltsikhe Pashalik were fairly close. By then, the
Lezgins had been the mainstay of the Turks in the Caucasus, and without
concerted action with them, the Pasha would have had difficulty pursu-
ing Ottoman interests. However, these relations changed immediately
when Ishak Pasha succeeded in conquering Kakheti, took the Karagha-
ji fortress, and installed guards there. After that, the Turks significantly
restricted the raids of the Lezgin tribes on the lands that had become
their possessions. At that time, Ahmed Il even issued a firman ordering
Ishak Pasha and other begs to strengthen the fortress of Karagaji and
other places to protect the population from robbers.® Certainly, the pi-
rate highlanders did not like such a change in Ottoman policy at all. They
tried to continue raiding on Kartli and Kakheti as usual. Things got to the

1 Gogolauri R., Relations between Dagestan and Akhaltsikhe Pashalik and Kartli-
Kakheti in the 1720-1740s (manuscript) p. 163

2 Orbeliani P. Stories of Georgia, Th. 1981, p. 72

3 Gogolauri R., Relations between Dagestan and Akhaltsikhe Pashalik and Kartli-
Kakheti in the 1720-1740s (manuscript) p. 154
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point that near Karaya, Ishak Pasha completely destroyed the Dagestani
brigands robbing Bolnisi - “Ishak Pasha came and massacred countless
Lezgins, killing them day and night all the way up to the Alazani”.! The sit-
uation changed after the rise of the Avshar dynasty in Iran. Through dip-
lomatic negotiations with Russia, Iran regained the territories conquered
during the campaigns of Peter I, practically without a fight. The Russians
also recognised Dagestan as their sphere of influence. Soon (1735), the
Iranians expelled the Turks from East Georgia as well. Under such circum-
stances, the Ottomans immediately changed the nature of their relations
with the Lezgins and resumed their assistance.?

The Dagestani communities were considered supporters of the Sun-
nis in the South Caucasus, so they openly supported the latter in the
1723-1727 and 1730-1736 Iran-Ottoman wars. The decision was made in
Iran to completely destroy the “passionate” element in Dagestan and to
deport them en masse to Persia for assimilation.® Nadir Shah’s desperate
attempt to gain a foothold in Dagestan failed. Although by the end of
1742, after many battles, he succeeded in taking over the Kumyk, Kaitag
and Tabasaran, he failed to ultimately subdue these peoples, as well as
the Khunzi and other tribes. Unsuccessful campaigns in Dagestan broke
the fighting spirit of Nader Shah’s army.*

During this period, the Russian Empire also played an important
role in the Caucasus. Its Caucasian policy primarily aimed at eliminating
the influence of Turkey and Iran and creating there a springboard for an
offensive to the East. In the implementation of these intentions, Mos-
cow assigned a decisive role to Georgian kingdoms and principalities. On
their part, Georgian rulers, surrounded by Muslims, considered Russia,
as a Christian state, a natural ally. The kings of Kartli and Kakheti tried
for almost two centuries to convince Moscow to agree to an alliance.
But, Russian rulers always acted given the actual situation and with the

1 Batonishvili Vakhushti., Ibid, p.625

Gogolauri R. Ibid, p.161

3 Lekveishvili T. Caucasian Policy of Nader Shah. Dissertation for the degree Doctor
of Historical Sciences (PhD in History), Th. 2020, p. 105

4 |bid, pp. 105-106

N
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motives of gaining their own benefit. After the failure of Nader Shah’s
Caucasian policy, the kings of Kartli and Kakheti (Teimuraz Il and Erekle
II) once again attempted to resolve the problem of lekianoba through
Russia. In 1752, they sent envoys to the Imperial Court, instructing them
to request a resolution to the Lezgin question. The report that Envoy Si-
mon Makashvili addressed to Russian Chancellor A.P. Bestuzhev-Ryumin
states: “The Lezgins are your subjects and merchants in your country.
Impose a ban on them and give them a decree to leave our country in
peace. This will be a great help for us. Our kings will reward you. It is easy
for you to do”.!

Later, Georgian envoys again demanded specific measures:

“1. The Lezgins constantly raid our country; therefore, we ask His
Imperial Majesty to send a small army of three thousand Don Cossacks
or Kalmyks to help for a short while and order them to fight only against
the Lezgins in Kartli and Kakheti, so that they do not destroy the Greek
(Orthodox) churches and Christianity is not eradicated.” 2. If these can-
not be sent, let the Kabardians and Circassians serve us, as if our kings
have hired them willingly, but let Russia bear the expenses, because
Georgia cannot afford hiring them for a long time due to the incessant
wars with neighbours. 3. Instruct the commandant of Kizlyar to address
the neighboring peoples of Russia under the Emperor’s protection, in-
cluding the Dagestani Lezgins, and to forbid his subjects from attacking
Kartli and Kakheti, ravaging the land, or taking Christians captive.” % In
response, the Board of Foreign Affairs granted the envoys with monetary
reward and promised to restrain the Caucasian highlanders.?

The analysis of scientific literature and historical sources shows
that Russia was interested not in solving the problem of lekianoba and
strengthening Georgia’s political entities, but in using them as a tool
for spreading Russian hegemony in the Middle East. For instance, they

1 Macharadze V, Materials for the History of Russian-Georgian Relations in the
Second Half of the 17t Century, Part 1 Russian-Georgian Relations at the Turn of
the 1720s--1740s. Tb. 2007, p. 169

2 lbid., p.37

3 lbid., p. 186
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hoped that in the event of involving the Kingdom of Kartli and Kakheti in
the Russo-Turkish War, King Erekle 1l would provide military assistance to
the Russians and ensure the mobilisation of the neighbouring peoples of
Kartli and Kakheti against Turkey.?

Even the fragmentary overview above reveals that the Ottoman
Empire, Iran, and Russia viewed the Dagestanis as a tool forimplementing
their own policies, and the strengthening of Georgia did not meet their
interests.

Lekianoba caused irreparable damage to East Georgia. The
population decreased catastrophically, some areas were completely
emptied of inhabitants, and agricultural production collapsed. Constant
raids of the Char-Belakanis and Dagestanis completely depopulated the
right bank of the Alazani River.? The situation was no better in Char-
Belakan. As the “Chronicle of the 18th-century Char Wars” states, due
to constant wars and clashes, no nobility remained in Kakheti, and no
young men in Char. (The battles and contractions between the named
regions were so frequent that there were no noblemen left in Kakheti
and no young men in Char).?

The kings of Kartli and Kakheti had to fight the Lezgins with internal
resources and resorted to various measures to counter the devastating
attacks of the Caucasian highlanders. They understood well that, first
of all, it was necessary to solve the problem of Char-Belakan, since the
pirates from Dagestan found permanent allies there. Constant attacks
from the North and East were tearing the country apart and threatened
to wipe it out.

Long-lasting peace and intensive farming, necessary for the revival
of settlements and the consolidation of the population here, were
unthinkable without annexing Gaghma mkhari. Elimination of lekianoba

1 Macharadze V. Materials for the History of Russian-Georgian Relations in the
Second Half of the 17" Century, Part LIl, section Il (Russo-Turkish War in 1768-
1774 and Georgia). Th. 1997, p. 32

2 Egnatashvili B., New History of Kartli in the Beginning of the18th Century. Th.
1940, p. 211

3 Chronicle of the 18th-Century Char Wars. Baku. 1931, p.9
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required the existence of a strong state organisation and systemic
approach.

The leaders of the Georgian state tirelessly strove to restrain the
Dagestani raids and strengthen their own position in the Eastern part of
the South Caucasus. Outstanding in this regard was King Erekle I, who,
from his youth, tirelessly fought against the Lezgins. Oman Kherkheulidze
writes: “In 1735, the Lezgins came and raided. Erekle, the son of King
Teimuraz, who was 15 years old at the time, gathered an army from
villages, marched to the field of Neishni and defeated the Lezgins.
Moreover, King Teimuraz’s son Erekle himself rushed first into the army
of the Lezgins and killed one raider. Having seen this, Kakhetains rushed
forward into the army of the Lezgins, captured the prisoners and cattle
and returned victorious to Magharo. The people of Kakheti were very
happy to witness the courage and bravery of the heir to the throne”. !

In the 18™ century, most of the measures taken by Georgian kings
for the security of the country (samdevroebi [small military-territorial
units for border defence], morige jari [rotating army], karauli [guard],
nokari [soldiers on salary], fortifications, etc.) were directed precisely
against lekianoba. Given the specific nature of Lekianoba, karauli (guard)
occupied a large place in the military defence system in the Kingdom of
Kartli and Kakheti. By order of the royal court, lists were compiled of
residents from specific villages who were obligated to serve as guards
at the King’s command. According to the list dated 12 February 1772,
King Erekle instructed the villages of Shida Kartli to provide a designated
number of residents for guard duty, including refugees who had settled
in these villages.? Among the measures taken by Erekle Il in the military
system of Kartli and Kakheti, noteworthy is the decree on the creation
of samdevroebi and morige jari. Although the institution of samdevroebi
had been in force before, the king legalised these institutions by the
decree of 28 August 1772. Thus, samdevroebi were to promptly inform

1 Kherkheulidze O., The Reign of King Erekle II. Th. 1989, p. 40

2 Alimbarshvili I. “Lekianoba” and the Military-Defense System of Kartl-Kakheti in
the 18" — 19" Centuries. Dissertation for the Academic Degree Doctor of History,
Tb. 2013, pp. 95-96
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each other about the movement of the Lezgins, and depending on the
number and type of the advancing enemy (cavalry, infantry, mixed),
they were given a corresponding task. Erekle did not limit the freedom
of action for local officials and the population; they themselves had to
decide what action was best in a particular case: attack, block the road,
or something else.?

In addition to samdevroebi and nokari, established by the law of the
royal court, the so-called mekodeoba was a form of mutual assistance
for defense in the mountainous regions of East Georgia. It united two
or more territorially close villages, referred to as mekode villages. They
were responsible for helping each other in case of attacks, epidemics or
any other extreme situation.?

The surviving villages scattered throughout Kakheti provided even
more intensive assistance to each other. According to Giildenstadt, by
the King’s order, the villages of Kizigi located on the hill, were fenced
with a special wall. However, since their fields and pastures were 10-12
kilometers away, the Lezgins often stole cattle and kidnapped people.
Here, in specially constructed round and square-shaped enclosures
and mounds, the population of Kiziki sought shelter during attacks.
According to a strictly established rule, “every Kizigian rushes with his
rifle to the spot from where he hears the sound of a shot; thanks to
this measure, the Lezgins attack them less often than their neighbours
in Kartli.” Moreover, the Kizigians themselves often raided Char, thus
compensating for the damage inflicted by them. The residents of the
village of Gavazi were even more hostile toward the Lezgins of Char.
Although the area surrounding the village had been uninhabited for 30
kilometres and no Georgians lived there any longer, the population of
Gavazi had grown accustomed to life in a hostile environment and to
frequent clashes withthe Lezgins. “They attack the Lezgins of Char as often
as the latter attack them, and steal each other’s people and livestock.”.?
Morige jari (rotating army) proved particularly effective in restraining the

1 Ibid.,pp.96-97
2 Alimbarshvili I. Ibid, p.98
3 lbid, pp. 27-31
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raids of the Avars and Tsakhurs. “Since the Lezgins continuously ravaged
Kartli, the King appointed one male member from each family to serve
his homeland as a soldier for one month. In accordance with Russian
practice, he established a military factory in Thilisi for the production
of cannons and handguns and trained artillerymen; the training was
conducted by Paata, the son of an administrative officer from Kiziqi, who
had been educated in Moscow. The King himself, together with his sons,
enrolled in the morige jari and each served for one month.”.

Georgians sometimes hired North Caucasian highlanders to fight
the Dagestanis. Most distinguished among them were the Kabardians
and Circassians, who fought alongside Erekle at Kulbiti, Mukhrani,
Karbi, Gatekhili-khidi and Mchadijvari. Erekle Il also attempted to use
the Ossetians to suppress the Lezgins. In some cases, he even hired
the Lezgins against the Dagestanis.? King Solomon | of Imereti also
used mercenary Lezgins against his rebellious cousin Teimuraz and his
supportive nobility: “Nikoloz Tsereteli went to the Lezgins and led the
Lezgin army to King Solomon; then followed him to Imereti, where many
people joined him. They fought Teimuraz in Baghdad and defeated him.
In this battle, Levan Abashidze was killed and Teimuraz was captured”.?

Despite these measures, constant raids of the Dagestanis had spread
throughout Georgia by the end of the 18" century. The Lezgins had
actually surrounded East Georgia and even dared to raid West Georgia.
The Dagestani pirates from the North, the Chars from the East, and the
Lezgins from the South, nesting in the Akhaltsikhe desert, constantly
raided Kartli and Kakheti and reached even Imereti. Davit Bagrationi
writes: “The Lezgins gathered in Akhaltsikhe came and attacked Dzevera,
but Davit, the King’s son, succeeded in defeating them and wiped them
out. The Lezgins retreated to Akhaltsikhe, and, from there, raided Kartli
and Armenia. Zakaria Tsitsishvili, the Queen’s servant, came, attacked
Veltubani and captured him”.*

1 Batonishvili D., New History, Tb. 1941, p.15
2 Alimbarashvili I. Ibid, p.120

3 Batonushvili B., New Story, Th. 1941, p. 53
4 Batonishvili D. Ibid, p. 19
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In relatively large battles fought constantly with the Dagestanis,
Georgians often won, but sometimes they lost. It was clear that
lekianoba could not be ended without solving the problem of the so-
called sovereign communities of Char-Belakan, chief nest of the raiders,
since it was from there that the attacks on Georgia were organised.
Georgians undertook numerous campaigns against Char-Belakan (1695,
1706, 1712-13, 1715), but to no avail. Even the energetic rulers of Kartli
and Kakheti, father and son, Teimuraz and Erekle, failed to solve this
problem. The decisive attack on Char in the spring of 1751 was led by
Erekle Il and Teimuraz II, supported by Haji Chalabi, the Khan of Shaki.
But, during the battle, he “broke his promise” and suddenly sided with
the Charians; the Georgians were defeated, and King Erekle was saved
from being captured by certain Bostashvili from Machkhaani.!

The following year’s campaign against Haji Chalabi in Ganja also
ended in defeat for the Georgians; however, very soon, the Georgians
succeeded in defeating the combined army of the Shaki-Sharvans and
Lezgins near the Kazakh-Shamshadilu border.

Of great imporatnce was the victory over the numerous army of
Nursal-Beg — the ruler of Khundzakh, first at Mchadijvari (16 August,
1754) and then at Kvareli (28 September, 1755).2 The attacks of Dagestani
raiders remained main challenge later as well.

In the surviving data about lekianoba in the 17%-18" centuries, the
reader will not find a single short period when Georgian villages were free
from the raids, and not a single settlement that was safe from the attacks
of the Dagestani brigands. The goals of systematic aggressive campaigns
gradually increased, and as D. Megreladze notes, by the 1750s, they had
already developed the ambition of capturing entire Kartli and Kakheti.?

The United Kingdom of Kartli and Kakheti attempted, with some
success, to take measures against the robber attacks of the Caucasian

1 Batonishvili D. Ibid, p. 5

2 Botsvadze T., From the History of Georgia-Darstani Relations (15t -18™ Centuries),
Coll. Lekianism. Th. 2011, pp. 52-55

3 Megreladze D. From the History of Georgia-Dagestani Relations. Coll. Lekianism.
Tb. 2011, pp.20-21
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highlanders, but this became increasingly difficult. After the disbandment
of the rotating army, it became even more obvious that, if until then it
had mainly been a tool for realising the interests of great powers (Iran,
Turkey and Russia), from then on it could become a main factor for
Georgia’s disappearance from the political map, even independently
of them.! But events unfolded in a completely different way: with the
manifesto of 12 September 1801, the Russian Emperor abolished the
Kingdom of Kartli and Kakheti and annexed it to the Russian Empire.

Russia, which dominated Georgia, continued to subjugate the North
Caucasian highlanders, actively involving Georgians in this process, whose
participation in the campaigns against the Lezgins was inspired by the
two-century-old lekianoba. After the successful 1857 military operation
in Dagestani villages, Grigol Orbeliani wrote to Kaplan Orbeliani: “May
you have a long life, | made them roar like bears and avenged the blood
of Kakheti”.?

Lekianoba, which had an overwhelmingly negative impact on
Georgia, was caused by a number of social, political, and economic
factors. The viewpoint established in Soviet historiography, which was
based on the Marxist-Leninist worldview, linked the constant attacks
of the Dagestanis on Georgia with the highlanders’ patriarchal-feudal
system. 3 At the same time, the internal disunity and fragmentation
characteristic of 17% -18" century Georgia made Georgian villages
easy prey, while for centuries the people of the North Caucasus had
been accustomed to the income through rent or robbery-piracy.
The community of Dagestani highlanders was also socially suited to
permanent raids. Over the centuries, the so-called rural communities
and their ties became so strong that it was very difficult for the local
upper class to subjugate and exploit them.* This situation forced the

1 Botsvadze T. Ibid, p.61

2 Itonishvili V. Foreigners’ Brigandage in Georgia, Coll. Lekianism, Tb., 2011, p. 66

3 Mamedov R. Socio-economic and Political System of Dagestan in the 16" -early
19t centuries, Dagestani book publishing house, 1957, p. 79

4 Aliev B. Unions of Rural Communities of Dagestan in the 18™ - First Half of the
19th Century (Economy,

Land and Social Relations, Power Structure), Makhachkala 1999, pp. 51-71
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upper class to seek ways for their enrichment, while the rural population
sought other ways to improve their lives outside Dagestan. They found
a way out in constant raids on Georgia, weakened by foreign invasions
and internal strife. Feudalisation in mountainous Dagestan did not have
a typical form. Khans and begs failed to enforce feudal obligations on the
local population. Therefore, freed men were used as pirates and lived on
the plunder obtained via brigand campaigns and the income received
from the sale of captives.

In Dagestani historiography, this is called the spatial process of
feudalisation (the process of feudalisation in breadth).! Of course, the
possibility of exploiting highlanders was also limited by the scarcity of
their agricultural resources.

The main types of economic activities in Dagestan were farming and
cattle breeding. In lowland areas, farming occupied the leading place, in
mountainous areas, cattle breeding. The basis for animal husbandry in
the mountains was the so-called transhumance system, allowing people
to effectively use food resources.? In summer, the cattle were kept on
mountain pastures, and in wintertime, they were driven to lowland
pastures. The situation changed dramatically in the 16" century, when
the growing expansion of the Moscow principality gradually limited
Dagestani highlanders in using the northern steppes as summer bases
and forced them to seek an alternative in the south.

Our attention was drawn to the fact that this period coincides with
global climatic cataclysms known as the Little Ice Age. According to many
authoritative sources, from the late 17*" century to the mid-19t century,
much of the Earth experienced a particularly cold period; Glaciers in the
Alps, Iceland, Scandinavia, Alaska, China, the Southern Andes, and New
Zealand extended over much larger areas than they do today, significantly

1 Gajiev M., Davudov O., Shiskhaidov A., History of Dagestan From Ancient Times
to the Late 15 Century, Makhachkala, 1996, p. 364

2 Amachiev A., Dagestan in the 18" Century. Social-economic and Political
Development/ Internet version verified 2.06.2025 //https://toonsitli.ucoz.
ru/publ/lekcii_po_istorii_dagestana/dagestan_v_xviii_veke_socialno_
ehkonomicheskoe_i_politicheskoe_razvitie/4-1-0-17
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changing people’s daily lives.! A similar situation was observed in
the Caucasus, where 1598 was particularly notable (according to the
observations on annual tree rings), and two other strong cooling phases
were observed in the second half of the 17t century.?

The declaration of environmental factors as the main cause of all
significant achievements and changes in human history (environmental
determinism) is considered “movetone” (bad tone) in scientific circles, as
climate itself did not determine the turn of the wheel of history, or socio-
political cataclysms; it is also wrong to completely ignore this factor.3
The fact is that even in the more stable and technologically advanced
20" and 215 centuries, millions of European farmers are forced to
consider the impact of climate on crops and take appropriate measures
to maintain the quantity and quality of their harvest. Even though
there is no direct evidence in historical sources, it is obvious that global
cooling would have had no less negative impact on the economic life of
the Caucasian highlanders. It is likely that the deterioration of climatic
conditions limited traditional agricultural activities of the highlanders in
Dagestan, forced them to earn a living by raiding Georgian villages and
increased the intensity of migrations to the South.

Islam became the ideological basis for lekianoba. As mentioned
above, according to one of the main tenets of Islam, humanity is divided
not on ethnic, but on religious grounds. On one side are Muslims (the
Ummah), and on the other — the followers of other faiths. The basis for
Islamic policy became “ghaza” (“ghazawat”) — military actions aimed at
spreading and protecting the “true faith”. The Dagestanis considered
lekianoba a fight against the ungodly “giaours” under the banner of
Islam and justified it by the norms of Sharia.

1 FaganB,, Little Ice Age: How Climate Made History, 1300-1850, Eksmo Publishing,
2022 / Internet version verified 03.06.2025/

2 Solomina O., Bushueva |, et al. Glacier Variations in the Northern Caucasus
Compared to Climatic Reconstructions Over the Past Millennium, doi: 101016/
j. gloplacha 2016. 02.008 (Internet version verified 10.06.2025), https://www.
sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/50921818115301089

3 FaganB,, Little Ice Age: How Climate Made History, 1300-1850, Eksmo Publishing,
2022 / Internet version verified 03.06.2025/
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4. THE TUSH AND THE DAGHESTANIS

On the ridges of Chechnya and Daghestan, Mists
have drifted through the ages. Countless bodies
lie scattered in the ravines.

Kosta Markhvaidze

Of all the Georgian ethnographic groups, the Tush, who directly
neighbored the Dido people of Dagestani origin, were distinguished in
their intensive contacts with the Lezgins. The limitrophic location of
Tusheti and the economic specificity of its dwellers (mountain and plain
cattle breeding) led to a fairly high intensity of population displacement.
As G. Ichuaidze says, “the majority of Tushs think that they are all
migrants to Tusheti. You can ask a representative of any family about
the origin of their family name, and they will tell you that their ancestors
were Kists, Khevsurs, Pshavs, Didoi (Lezgins), Kakhetians, etc”. * It should
be emphasised that, irrespective of the genetic origins of individual
families, the Tush clearly constitute an ethnographic group shaped by
the political, economic, and cultural processes that unfolded within the
Georgian state. They are, without doubt, a full-fledged component of
the Georgian ethnos.

The Tush were already known to the authors of the ancient era.?
There are many opinions expressed about their origin in Georgian
historical writings. | do not aim at dwelling on this issue in detail;
therefore, | will only touch upon a few points of view. Renowned
researcher of the history of Tusheti, G. Elanidze, considers Tushs to be a
group of Meskhetian origin. He notes that the Dagestanis refer to them
as Mosok/Mosokh; Meskhetian toponyms (Tao, Javakhe, Samtsikhe,
Oreti, the Mount Oreti) are widespread in Tusheti, Javakhoba festival is
held the day after Atengenoba. Some elders know from their ancestors

1 Ichuaidze G.,Tusheti (third edition) Tb., 2021, p. 51
2 Claudius Ptolemy, Encyclopedia of the Ancient Caucasus, vol. ! Sources, p. 356
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that they are Meskhetians.! Based on these arguments, the researcher
believes that _ “The undoubted kinship and closeness of Tushs, Pshavs
and Khevsurs, with their origins, with Moskhis, Meskhetians, in our
opinion, no longer makes doubtful the fact that sometimes in Georgian
or foreign written monuments all three of these regions are referred to
as ‘Pkhovi’, and the people living there as ‘Pkhovians’ ”.2 In my opinion,
neither the above-mentioned toponyms, nor the Javakhoba festival, nor
the narrations preserved in separate families about their Meskhetian
origin can serve as an unshakable argument for connecting Tushetins
with Meskhetians. | share R. Topchishvili’s sceptical attitude about the
sameness of Meskhetians and Tushs. For the Dagestanis to refer to the
neighboring Georgian highlanders as Mosokhis, Meskhetians did not
necessarily have to migrate from south Georgia to the far northeast.
Supposedly, in the distant past, Dagestanis applied the term Mosokhi to
all peoples of Georgian descent residing in the south.

There is an opinion that, in the past, Tusheti was inhabited by the
Didoi. This theory originates from Vakhushti Batonishvili, who considers
Tusheti (along with Didoeti) to be part of Lekos: “Tushs and the Didoi are
part of Lekos, who were later conquered by Georgian kings, were their
tributaries; the Didoi remained servants to Davit, and from then on,
were obedient to the Kings of Kakheti.? It should be said that, until the
1960s, in the villages of Dartlo, Dano and Chesho, people remembered
the existence of the Dido shrine. Their shrine was located on the hill
between the villages of Chesho and Dano of the Pirikita community. In
summer, they would come here from Didoeti and offer foals to the ruins
of the fortress above the road from the village of Chesho to the village
of Parsma; Tushs call the fortress “The fortress of the Didoi”. According
to a narration, Tushs and the Didoi used to live together in the Pirikita
Gorge, but later, discontent arose between them. Tushs expelled the
Didoi, and they took over the entire Gorge. Ancient settlements in the

1 Elanidze G, Issues on the History of Tusheti, Tb., 1988, pp. 6- 12

2 Ibid., p.12

3 Vakhushti Batonishvili, Description of the Kingdom of Georgia, Life of Kartli, vol.
IV, Tb. 1973, p. 552
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Gometsari community are called Didot nasoplari (lit. the remains of the
Didoi village). Many toponyms are also explained in the Dido-Dagestani
language.!

As | mentioned above, part of present-day Dagestan, including
Didoeti, was under the political, cultural, and religious influence of the
Georgian state for a long time. Under such conditions, the emergence
of Didoi settlements in neighbouring Tusheti was truly possible, which
was reflected in Vakhushti Batonishvili’s work. Later, this was affected
by the changed conjuncture. From the 17th century, frequent warfare in
Kartli and Kakheti forced the population of the plains to seek refuge in
the mountains and compete primarily with the Dagestani element that
had settled there. Naturally, this confrontation was further exacerbated
by the increasing Lekianoba (sporadic forays of the Dagestanis) into
the villages of the plain. As a consequence, the Didoi were eventually
expelled from Tusheti. For understanding the ethnosocial processes
taking place in Tusheti is important to consider the issue of Tsova-Tushs
(Batsbi). They are bilingual and, along with Georgian, they speak their
own Tsova/Batsbi language among themselves. Since this language
belongs to the Nakh language group, some scholars believe that the
Tsova-Tush are descendants of the Vainakhs who migrated to Tusheti.?

In contrast, some researchers, such as A. Shavkhelishvili, consider
that Tsova-Tushs are indigenous inhabitants of Tusheti, whose
bilingualism was determined by the infiltration of the Vainakhs.? It should
also be noted that, despite the fact that the study of the Tsova-Tushetian
language has a long history, the scientific literature has convinced us
that much (even the name Batsbi) still remains ambiguous and linguistic
research in this direction requires additional attention from Georgian
linguists. N.Volkova* and R. Topchishvili attempted to clarify this

1 Elanidze V. Ibid, pp. 206-207

2 Topchisvili R. Ibid., p. 24. Eristov R. About Tushetian-Pshavian-Khevsuretian
District, (Internet version checked 21/08/2025) https://www.vostlit.info/Texts/
Dokumenty/Kavkaz/XIX/1840-1860/Eristov_R/textl.htm

3 Shavkhelishvili A. Tusheti, Th. 1987

4 Volkova N. Ethnic Composition of the Population of the North Caucasus in the
18t - early 20™ Centuries, M., 1974, p. 169
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issue based on the ethnographic data. N. Volkova suggests that before
moving to Tusheti, the ancestors of the Batsbi may have migrated to
Ingushetia from Khevsureti.! R. Topchishvili collected documentary
material indicating that the ancestors of the Tsova consisted of six
shepherds from Kakheti and one from Pshavi (bearing the surname
Shveluri), who settled in the Dzheyrakh Gorge in search of pastures. They
were later joined by a local inhabitant. Naturally, the settlers who arrived
in Ingushetia intermarried with the local population, and gradually the
Ingush language became the native language for the descendants of the
shepherds of Georgian origin. Later, their descendants moved to live
first in Chechnya, and then to three villages of Pirikita Tusheti.? In this
regard, it is noteworthy that in Chechnya and Ingushetia, there have
been discovered the toponyms confirming the residence of Georgians
there.?

Despite the existing hypotheses about the origin of the Tsovas, they
consider themselves members of the Georgian ethnic group, and regard
guestioning their Georgian identity as an insult; the traditions, customs,
beliefs, social relations, and agriculture of Tsovas and the rest of the
Tush are absolutely identical; The names and surnames of Tsova-Tushs
and the way of their formation, etc. are Georgian.*

We should indeed agree with |. Desheriev that, in situations of
contact, relatively “strong” languages (those with larger populations and
a written tradition) exert a significant influence on “weaker” languages,
whereas the opposite process—borrowings, mixing, or linguistic
hybridisation originating from “weaker” languages—is exceedingly rare.®
However, until the 1860s, the existence of script must have had only
nominal significance due to the limited number of literate people. As
K. Markhvaidze says: “Since time immemorial to the present day, every
step and every moment in Tusheti have been imbued with the events

1 Volkova N. Ibid, p. 169

2 Topchishvili R. Ibid., pp. 36-58

3 Shavkhelishvili B., The Speech of Tushetians - Past in the Present, Th., 2022, p. 27
4 Topchishvili R. Ibid, pp.36-58

5 Desheriev Yu. Batsbi language, M. 1952, p.19
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that took place here. Sadly, until the 18" -19* centuries, there was not a
single literate person in Tusheti who could write down and inform future
generations about everything that had happened. Only oral narrations,
passed down from generation to generation, have survived to this day.”
(village of Alvani, an elderly man).”

Linguistic transformation and ethnocultural assimilation of
individual groups in the Caucasus were mainly driven by linguocultural,
economic, and socio-political mechanisms. Accordingly, even if Tsovas
were of Vainakh origin, their Georgianization within the Georgian
ethnocultural system would have proceeded as naturally as Kistization
or Lezginization of the Georgians who had moved to the North Caucasus.
It is symptomatic that group or individual migration to the mountains
of Georgia was regulat- ed by traditional mechanisms. For example,
according to the narration, “Satusho kriloba” (lit. Assembly of Tushs)
gave permission to Tsovas to settle in Tusheti.!

It was up to the village to decide whether to grant shelter to a
newcomer. Usually, he would be sheltered by some clan. The village
would gather and discuss whether to accept the newcomer on probation.
If the decision was positive, the village would monitor his every move for
a certain period of time. He was observed for 2-3 years. If the newcomer
was well-liked, the village would gather again and decide to ally him with
one of the clans. They would specially brew beer and distil vodka for the
Khatoba (traditional festival) celebration. They would slaughter a bull
at the shrine. They would ask God to unite him with one clan. He would
also set a large pebble into the ground near the shrine, light candles,
and swear an oath at its entrance that from that day on, he would be
a member of the shrine and community and a faithful performer of the
community affairs.” (an elderly man, the village of Alvani).

At a certain point in history, a large number of people from Pkhovi
moved to Tusheti. According to T. Ochiauri, “the abundance of the shrines
of Khevsuretian origin must be the result of the mass and simultaneous
settlement of Khevsurs in Tusheti.” Until the 1950s, Khevsurs (Jvarions) —

1 Elanidze V. Ibid, p. 25
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Khakhmations and Karations — would visit Tusheti on holidays to pray at
their shrines, to which Tushs often referred as “Khevsuretian shrines”.!

As a result of the invasions of Shah Abbas into Kartli and Kakheti in
the early 17" century, most of the population was exterminated, some
were exiled to Iran, and some found refuge in the mountains of East
Georgia. It was R. Eristavi who drew attention to this fact. In his opinion,
the majority of the population of Tusheti was Georgian who had fled their
native lands and taken refuge in the mountains as a result of the attacks
by Turkey and Iran. This opinion is also supported by other authors.? This
idea is further supported by the DNA marker analysis. | have already
mentioned above that haplogroup J2 is dominant among Tush and the
descendants of Georgians exiled by Shah Abbas to Iran in the first half of
the 17" century, which must be the result of the migration of the Kakheti
population to Tusheti.?

Even the fragmentary overview provided shows that Tusheti had
quite intense relations with its neighbours, including the Dagestanis.
V. Elanidze investigated their communication systems. The Tush
maintained communication with the Dido through several routes. The
most important of them is the road that starts from the village of Diklo
in the Chaghma community. This road crosses the Alazani of Diklo-
Shenako, flowing from the Khaa of Diklo, passes through Chero, Entsokhi
(this is also the cattle-shed spot of the Didoi) and gets to the first village
of the Dido — Khushet. Tusheti connects with Didoeti by other roads as
well, namely through the villages of Omalo, Khiso and Tsokalta. From
Kumelaurta, we get to the Oreti Mountain, pass through Vestmo plain,
Kvarai spring, Velketili, Didoeti-Sadutse, and the road reaches the Dido

1  Ochiauri T., Mythological Narrations in the Mountains of East Georgia, Thilisi,
1967, p. 60.

2 Eristov R., Notes on Tushetian -Khevsuretian District, newspaper Kavkaz, 1854,
#43 (Ichuaidze G. Ibid, p.59, Elanidze V. Ibid, p.171)

3  Shengelia R. Andriadze G., Bitadze L., Chikovani N., Khmaladze E., Kekelidze
M., Laliashvili Sh., Comparative population genetic study of the population of
East Georgia, Anthropology and Ethnology of the Caucasus, Proceedings of the
International Conference, dedicated to the 90™ anniversary from the birth of
Acad. Malkhaz Abdushelishvili, p. 157
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village of Khotrago. From the same villages, the traveller can ascend
the Oreti Mountain, pass of Mertskhalabis Ceri, Velketili, the Khupri
Mountain, Khupri Ortskali, and arrive at the Didoi village of Khupradz.?

Territorial proximity naturally facilitated intensive economic, trade-
economic, and personal relations between the Didoi and Tush. The Tush
had particularly intense relations with the Dagestanis during the Soviet
period. The Lezgins came to work as carpenters, blacksmiths, herders, etc.

In the Soviet epoch, we had good relations with the Lezgins; we all
knew each other. We were friends; they knew our names and houses. They
came to visit us, and so did we. There were shops in Omalo, from where they
transported flour in saddlebags or on donkeys. We would also accompany
them, and people would beg us to visit them. | asked once, “We don’t
invite you like you invite us,” and they responded, “You rarely come here.”
They themselves would come and leave every day. They would not bring
anything with them, but cattle, which they would exchange for flour and
other things. There, among the Lezgins, women are more employed. Men
were mostly drunk; they loved vodka very much. They would buy vodka,
pour it into canisters, their wives would carry the load on their backs, men
may even throw their coats on top of the load, while they themselves held
a tape recorder in one hand and a canister of vodka in the other (field
material, the village of Diklo, an elderly lady).

It was especially common to invite the Didoi as masters for
constructing houses. V. Elanidze believes that the fortresses and towers
of Tusheti were built by the Didoi, and the local population was not skilled
in stonework. The Tush considered the Didoi to be the most reliable and
closest of the neighbouring Transcaucasian highlanders and entrusted
them with all kinds of affairs. “According to the narrations preserved in
Tusheti, Pshavi and Khevsureti, it has been ascertained that the Didoi
were engaged in stone masonry in Tusheti, the Kists and Chechens in
Pshavi and Khevsureti. Tushs referred to the master-builders from
Didoeti as ,carpenters”. They paid the “carpenters” a yearling ram—or
its monetary equivalent—for constructing a fortress or a single floor of

1 Elanidze V. Ibid, pp.166-167
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a house, while the homeowner provided the food. The entire village
participated in the construction of a house or fortress, which was called
kochkhara in Tusheti.?

Considering only the Didoi-Lezgins as the builders of fortresses or
residential buildings in Tusheti is questionable and apparently reflects
a later (early 20% century) situation, this is also evidenced by the rich
empirical material presented in

G. Bochoridze’s work. It should be noted that there were Georgian
terms that referred to: masters and workers participating in the labor
process; parts of buildings (sakhlis tvali, mashteh, shua, cherkho, bani,
saskore, quntsi, baga, sakhele, khula, libo, etc.), as well as construction
materials and tools (pitsari, qorhe, kva, lasti, tskneli, sipi, tserakvi, kedi//
keti, chkde, tushuray tsuliechva, khelechva, kverisalashini, sachrebeli,
satsarbavi, sagharavii, gulsaghebi//pigara, gonio, choposani, tkhelpiri,
satekhi, birdabiri, etc.), describing the construction process (mogulva,
karis sheqra), etc.? It is also noted that in the past, mainly Tushs, and
sometimes Lezgins, who had moved to Tusheti because of vendetta,
were engaged in construction works in Tusheti. From the 1930s, only
the Lezgins and the Didoi were carpenters here.?

S. Makalatia also considered the Dagestanis’ role in the construction
of Tushetian fortresses and towers to be exaggerated. He wrote: “In
today’s (1933 - L.J.) Tusheti, the masters of house building are the
Lezgins, but when constructing these old fortresses, it is doubtful that
the Lezgins, the sworn enemies of the Tush, would build such solid
fortresses for them. This would not have been acceptable to the Tush
either, since the fortress built by the enemy would have been of dubious
strength and useless for defence”.*

Apparently, Tushs began actively inviting Dagestani builders in
the second half of the 19" century, which continued until the 1930s.
Subjugation of the Dagestanis by Russia increased the scale of sheep

Elanidze V. Ibid, pp.220,211

Ibid, pp. 22-52

Bochoridze G. Tusheti, Tb. 1993, p.47
Makalatia S. Tusheti, Th. 1933, p. 124

A WN -
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farming in Tusheti. As Makalatia writes, trade capital was introduced,
attracted by the large supply of Tushetian sheep and wool. Reseller
capital was generated, and the Tush quickly embarked on the capitalist
path. In the 1880s, each household in Tusheti had an average of
232 sheep.! The form of sheep farming practised was the so-called
transhumance, whereby the Tush seasonally drove their flocks across
considerable distances between summer and winter pastures.? Under
these circumstances, most men were naturally engaged in sheepherding.
Economic prosperity naturally intensified the desire to improve living
conditions and increased the scale of construction in Tusheti, which was
reflected in the number of master-builders invited from neighbouring
regions. G. Ichuaidze notes that the unified construction of the villages in
Tusheti took place in 1915-1925. Instead of a flat-roofed house, almost
every family built a two-story house with a polished stone roof and a
balcony. As a rule, the Didoi built the walls, the Rachans and Imeretains
were engaged in woodwork, and the Tush themselves herded sheep and
earned money.?

According to field material, since most Tushetian men were
shepherds, the Dagestanis were engaged in various activities: they
worked as blacksmiths, tinsmiths, cattle breeders, mowers, wood
gatherers, etc. The so-called “ploughmen” would come from Didoeti
early in the spring to participate in ploughing and sowing. As a rule, hired
labor was compensated primarily in grain. Mountainous Dagestan, with
its shortage of arable land, lacked sufficient grain of its own. During the
Caucasian wars, this deficit was replenished at the expense of Tusheti,
where grain was transported from Kakheti.*

From the second half of the 19* century, against the backdrop of
the end of the Caucasian war and the socio-economic transformations

1 lbid., p.51

2 Azikuri N. Sheep Farming in East Georgian Mountains (based on the historical-
ethnographic materials of Tusheti), dissertation for the degree Candidate of
Historical Sciences, Th. 1989, p. 53

3 Ichuaidze G. Ibid, p.91

4 Elanidze V. Ibid, p.192
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taking place in the mountains of East Georgia, the intensity of economic
relations increased. At the time, the scale of sheep breeding in Tusheti
increased immeasurably, so that by the end of the century, agriculture
had assumed a supporting role compared to cattle breeding.! This
coincided with the gradual infiltration of the population into Kakheti.
This process (in the first half of the 19 century) was first initiated by
Tsova-Tushs, and later, from the 1920s to the 1930s, the residents of
the remaining three communities of Tusheti: Pirikiti, Chagma, and
Gometsari, gradually migrated to the plains of Kakheti. The largest
part of the Tsovata and Pirikita communities settled in the village of
Zemo Alvani, while the majority of Pirikita, Chagma and Gometsari
communities settled in today’s Kvemo Alvani (this village was previously
called Gometsari). The Tush also settled in the village of Lalisquri. It
was under these circumstances that the Tush constructed residential
houses alongside the huts in the Aloni/Alvani valley, and women began
to spend the winters there. It was at this time that the terms mta-baroba
and Kakhet-Tushoba emerged, denoting a lifestyle in which a family
maintained a complete farm in both the highlands and the lowlands,
working seasonally in each. As N. Azikuri notes, this dual settlement
pattern reflected the adaptation of the Tush to their environment and
economic needs. She regards sopel-bosloba as the first stage of this
phenomenon. During bosloba, the entire population of Tusheti spent
the winter in the boseli together with their cattle, and returned to the
village for the summer. Boseli was a compound agricultural complex
with human habitation and livestock pens.?

From that period, the Tush who had settled in the lowlands were
referred to as kakhurai, and those who had remained in Tusheti as
tushurai. “The Tush were divided into two categories: tushurai and
kakhurai. Tushurai were those who lived and worked in Tusheti in winter
and summer. Kakhurai were those who lived in Kakheti, specifically in the
villages of Zemo and Kvemo Alvani, Lalisquri, and Pshaveli in winter and

1 Azikuri N. Ibid, p.7
2 Ibid, pp.83-84
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summer, and went to Tusheti for vacations or celebrations. Both Kakhurai
and Tushurai had their own urgent matters to resolve. Winter comes early
here. Tushurai tried to quickly finish their summer chores and be prepared
to face early winter. For their part, Kakhurai tried to get packed and leave
for the lowlands on time.” (The village of Alvani, an elderly man).

The security mechanisms existing in the Russian Empire could not
operate effectively in the Caucasus Mountains. Tushetian villages, largely
left without men, together with flocks of sheep guarded only by shepherds,
became easy prey for the North Caucasians, who were accustomed to
raiding. Therefore, for a long time, the Tush maintained armed detachments
that safeguarded their pastures and settlements against marauders, whose
raiding traditions were deeply rooted in the region.!

The relations between Georgian and North Caucasian highlanders
acquired elements of acute conflict in the late Middle Ages. In addition
to religious factors, this development was driven by the weakening
influence of the central government in the mountains and the near-total
replacement of the formal legal system with customary law. Because of
this, the nature of relations and the system of ethical values between
clans, communities, villages and neighbouring societies in the mountains
differed from those in the lowlands. Piracy, violent appropriation of the
property of neighbouring people, villages or communities, became a
way of life here. This circumstance significantly determined the relations
between Georgian highlanders and their North Caucasian neighbours.
Neither Georgian highlanders nor their northern neighbours considered
it shameful to drive away or steal sheep, cows, and horses; on the
contrary, such behaviour was considered bravery, and heroic poems
were often dedicated toit. The highlanders did not refrain from attacking
their neighbouring villages. As noted in the scientific literature, according
to family customs, piracy was considered a reprehensible act only when
it was committed within the family.?

1 Elanidze V. Ibid, pp.157-158

2 Janiashvili L. Agricultural and Economic Relations of Georgian Highlanders with
the Peoples of the North-East Caucasus (Khevsurs and The Kists). Kek #23, 2023,
p. 208

225



,Khevsuretiwas often attacked by the Kists and Lezgins; the Khevsurs
themselves also raided the highlanders dwelling in the neighbourhood.
They would often attack Mitkho, and even Mokhevians. Khevsurs would
even attack each other to see who would win. Gudanis Jvari had the
most serfs, and Khevsurs were generally subordinate to him. If someone
attacked Khevsureti, the serfs of Gudanis Jvari would gather, elect a
leader, and do whatever was decided. If Mitkho was attacked, people
from other clans would also participate in the gathering, and then all
Khevsuretian men would join the army. Only the sick, elderly and children
remained at home. Otherwise, anyone who did not join the army would
be disgraced forever and would not be able to leave the house because
of shame.!

T. Ochiauri also describes these contradictory relations: “Pshavs
and Khevsurs had a feud, yet both maintained strong ties with the Tush.
The Khevsurs came to guard the border post near Tusheti’s frontier with
Dagestan. The place is called Pichekh, beyond Diklo, where a watchtower
stands.?

The same situation is confirmed by the story of Giorgi Tilidze from
Kvavlo, described by S. Makalatia. Tilidze killed Pshav shepherds and
stole their sheep. Finally, he was defeated by Pshavs in the village of
Khoshara. Tilidze prayed to St. George of Lashari to save him from this
ordeal, promising to sacrifice a white steer to him in return. Tilidze really
did sacrifice a white steer to Lashari in Pshavi.

Pshavs intended to kill him, but Tilidze asked Tushs and Pshavs to
reconcile and declare themselves brothers. And Tushs and Pshavs swore
on the cross of Lashari to be brothers.?

Thus, we should agree with N. Jalabadze’s opinion that the Khevsurs,
the Tush and the Vainakhs, as immediate neighbours, engaged in piracy
among themselves, which, first and foremost, had a practical purpose.
Such activity was conditioned by relevant socio-economic factors:
highlanders made up for the poverty and deprivation caused by harsh

1  Ochiauri T. Blood-feud and wounding in Khevsureti. Tb. 2019, p.194
2 Ochiauri T. Ibid, p.66
3 Makalatia S. Ibid., pp.92-93
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living conditions with the help of stolen wealth, increasing their own,
and ill or well, coping with life. The motive for the campaign was also
to capture prisoners for ransom and collect taxes from them. At the
same time, this activity associated with difficulties was also considered
prestigious.!

The Tush would form gangs of “pirates” for raids, elect leaders, go
to Dagestan, attack shepherds and steal their sheep and cows. Melek-
Mebake (the killer of the Lezgins — the first to attack the enemy during a
pirate campaign) enjoyed special respect in the pirate squads. An enemy
killed in battle had his right hand cut off. Pirates would divide their loot,
hang the severed hands of their enemies on the walls of their towers and
chain their captives to the walls of their houses.

Our narrator tells: *”Iderly people told another story, the story of
Khunchale. From the mills to the north, along the Sanare-Tao ridge,
there is a large deep valley, called Khaa of Chigho. From here, a shepherd
was attacked to steal his sheep. He fled to the village. The villagers
immediately loaded their rifles, mounted their horses, and pursued the
attackers. At that time, an elderly couple, Khunchale and his wife, were
at the mill. The pursuer had to go that way. A pursuer, then the second
and third passed by on a galloping horse. Khunchale was sitting in front
of the mill, repairing his khunchas (Lezgin bast shoes) as if nothing
was happening. The wife couldn’t stand it any longer and scolded her
husband: “Leave those khunchas. Don’t you see what is going on?”
“Wait, woman, I’ll overtake them on my mule. Bring my mule here.”
(his mule was tied nearby). He grabbed a gun, jumped on the mule
and followed the pursuer, swinging from side to side. (At the entrance
to Khaa, there is a mountain. The peak of the mountain is considered
insurmountable. Behind the ridge, there is the only passage. Akimidze
Russo climbed this peak together with a German climber. Later, it was
known as Russo Peak.) Kunchale used to go up this mountain on a mule
to hunt, as high as he could get. He went up the mountain on a mule-

1 Jalabadze N. The Dynamics of Georgian-Vainakh Relations, the Chechen
Phenomenon in Georgian Reality, Tb. 2006, pp. 43-44
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back and then continued on foot. He found a shelter and waited for the
thieves. They were supposed to pass by here. Not long later, the sheep
appeared on the opposite mountain. One thief was leading the sheep,
the rest were following. Khunchale targeted the leader. A gunshot and
the thief rolled down. Hearing the shot, the pursuers also opened fire
from behind. The thieves thought that the road had been blocked, left
the sheep and hid. The sheep got frightened by the sound of the gunshots
and went down to the plain on their own. Khunchale stood on top of the
mountain and shouted: “He-he-he!l! Chighoyans! There’s one of yours
rolling down. Later, this mountain was called Khunchale Mountain.” (an
elderly man, the village of Alvani).

In turn, the Lezgins also often raided Tushs, plundering their food
supplies and taking captives. There are numerous references to this in
folklore and field materials. In the village of Shenako an old lady told
a typical story about Lezgin raids, she had heard from her mother-in-
law: ”I’'m 88 years old now and | still remember everything well, when
I was a little girl, we were on the other side of Omalo, sitting around a
bon fire, with bare foot, some women were spinning thread, some were
doing crafts. It was night, a man came running, and said that the village
had been attacked. The person who told this story was engaged. When
the Lezgins came, they grabbed all the barefoot women and wanted
to lock them in one room. | told the attacker who grabbed me, “Let us
be brother and sister.” We could hear people screaming outside; there
was a massacre going on. We were in the house, and when all was over,
the Lezgins had killed people and had taken women captive. We were
told that it was time to leave. It was autumn, imagine walking barefoot
on the stones. There was a very steep climb up the mountain, and we
headed there. Sometimes they would let us rest, and would put our
fathers’ and brothers’ right hands in front of us. They told us to weep, as
Tushetian women’s weeping was a blessing. Sometimes the Jews would
come to the village, bringing fabrics and clothes for exchange. That was
old, poor-quality fabrics, and not all of the captives could be ransomed
with them. We were told that those Jews were the kind who had to drink

228



human blood on a certain day of the year, and that for this purpose,
they wanted to take us with them. We were exchanged, and the man to
whom | swore to be a sister did not let me go and took me to his home.
The family treated me very well. If he saw me a little upset, he argued
with his family, blaming them for probably treating me badly. They
scattered us in different villages, but we still managed to communicate
with each other. Then they would take the cattle and sheep and ransom
the captives. My fiancé also brought cattle and paid ransom for me, but
he turned out to be a very bad husband. | wish | had stayed there, in
captivity. When | was leaving, my adopted brother’s wife took off her big
kerchief, hugged me and wept. She said she loved me.”

It has already been discussed above how difficult the situation wasin
the East Georgian lowlands in the 17™-18" centuries, due to the constant
Lezgin raids. Highlands suffered no less from these raids, as traditionally
highlanders (Tush, Pshavs and Khevsurs) were responsible for protecting
the passages coming from the North. In these circumstances, the Tush,
on the one hand, participated in bloody battles, and on the other hand,
were restricted from using the summer pastures of Kakheti. The scale
and nature of mutual attacks between Tush and the Dagestanis varied
depending on who organised these attacks and what their goals were. T.
Aitberov provides the information that in March 1570, near Girevi, the
Tushetian united army.

Tsova-Tushs and Kakhetians defeated the army of the Avars, which
came from the upper reaches of the Sharo-Arghun River for Hazavat
(Divine War - L.J.). In this battle, the Georgians killed Nutsal Andunik’s
brother, Tururan and his son Barti.! V. Elanidze considers it doubtful
that this campaign took place in the 16" century, since at that time the
Tsova-Tush had not yet arrived in Tusheti. Participation of the Tsova-
Tush in this battle is clearly confirmed by both Dagestani sources and
narrations of Georgian highlanders. He believes that what is meant here

1 Aitberov T. Ancient Khunzakh and the Khushakh people, Makhachkala, 1990, p.
102; Musaev M. A look at "lekianoba" in the context of studying legal opinions
of the 18" -Century Dagestani Theologians, Fundamental Research, 2013, #.10
(part 14), p.3224
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is the attack that occurred two centuries later, as reflected in the Tush’s
oral tradition.*

The Dagestanis’ attempts to exert influence over Tusheti grew in
proportion to the intensification of their attacks on the lowlands, and
in the second half of the 18™ century, things even got to the point that,
according to Gildenstddt, at one time Tushs paid the Khan of Avariya
an annual tribute of 10 mules, or 60 sheep in exchange for one mule.?
However, by the early 19" century, the Tush stopped paying taxes to
the Avarians, so Uma Nutsal was even planning a campaign in this area.?

For their part, the Tush did not lag and troubled the Dagestanis with
piracy so much that in 1786 King Erekle Il of Kartli and Kakheti issued a
special decree to settle the situation between them.* The decree called
on Tushs to “restrain themselves strictly from that day onward so that
they would not harm or steal anything from the reconciled Lezgins,
whether it be the Antsukhs, Kapuch people or anyone else”.®

The above-mentioned document also reveals that the Tush did not
shy away from raiding the Dagestanis who had settled in East Kakheti,
and King Erekle tried to subject these campaigns to state control. “If
the Tush want to go raiding Belakan, they must inform Mouravi (local
government official) about it, get from him a letter for the residents of
Kvareli and Gavazi. If they wish, an official will accompany them; if not,
they can go on their own, but they must not leave without informing the
officials”.®

The situation changed during Russia’s Caucasian Wars. The Tush,
fed up with centuries of conflict, actively joined the Russian side in the

1 Elanidze. Ibid, pp.256-258

2 Gilldenstddt’s Travels in Georgia, vol. L. The German text published in Georgian
and supplied with research by G. Gelashvili, Tb. 1962, p. 263.

3 Khapizov Sh. Uma-nutsal (Umakhan) the Great (an essay on the history of the Avar
Khanate of the second half of the 18th century). — Makhachkala, 2013, p.67

4 Issue of the decree for Georgians, Tushetians and the Antsukhs; 17 May, 1786.
Monuments of Georgian Law, vol. VI, the texts published, supplied with notes
and list of contents by I. Dolidze, Th. 1977, p. 731

5 Ibid, p. 731

6 lbid, pp.731-732
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war against the Caucasian highlanders. In turn, the North Caucasians,
who previously attacked Georgian highlanders with small detachments
of raiders, became more active. Apparently, initially, the Tush observed
a certain neutrality in this war, since Shamil himself tried to attract East
Georgian highlanders to his side and use them in the war against Russia.
However, Shamil’s attempt was unsuccessful, and the united Dagestani-
Vainakh army invaded Tusheti several times. Of these, the 1827 and
1837 attacks are particularly notable.! From the report submitted to
the civil governor of Georgia in 1827, we learn that the Didoi and Kists
attacked the Chaghma village of Diklo. Three men and one woman were
killed in the clash.?

The attack of the North Caucasians on Tushetian villages (Diklo and
Shenako) in late December 1837 was especially brutal. These issues are
discussed in detail in scientific literature® and | won’t touch upon them
here. But the Russian command attributed the attack to Tushetian’s loyal
attitude towards their North Caucasian neighbours. General Golovin
wrote to General Braiko on 11 October 1838 that Diklo and Shenako,
to some extent, had become the cause of their own destruction. They
were confident in the goodwill of the Lezghins because they paid them
“shameful taxes”, and Diklo even donated “parcels” as a sign that the
Lezgins would safely move to Tusheti and get to Omalo through their
village.* Given this situation, the Russians considered it necessary to
assign the defence of Tusheti and the creation of permanent checkpoints
to all four communities of Tusheti; at the same time, to prohibit friendly
and marriage relations with North Caucasian Muslims, to return the
residents of Diklo, who had been dispersed due to the attack, and to
resettle them in their former place.’

From the 1840s, the Tush played an important role in the

[En

Elanidze V. Ibid, pp.261-265

P. 259

3 Elanidze V. Issues on the History of Tusheti, pp. 259-282; Ichuaidze G. Tusheti,
pp. 81-86; Makalatia S. Tusheti, pp. 36-44, etc.

4 Order of Gen. Golovin to Gen.-Lt. Braico, from 11 October, 1838, No. 1736, ACAC
(Acts of the Caucasus Archaeological Commission), IX, p. 140

5 Ibid, p. 141

N
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Caucasian wars. M. Volkonsky writes that they, experienced in wars,
suffered less during attacks and, in general, had fewer casualties during
combat operations. Their combat tactics were determined by only two
manoeuvres: having approached the enemy, without firing a single
shot, they would rush like a whirlwind into the enemy’s ranks and crush
them with swords; in cases where a lightning attack was not considered
advantageous, Tushs used all sorts of natural cover to selectively destroy
the enemy from the cover when possible. Then suddenly, with shouts
and screams, they would pounce on the confused victim from different
sides. The Lezgins were well aware of this terrible howl of Tushs; they
would lose all desire to fight and scatter in all directions like hares.! The
historian enthusiastically describes heroic deeds of Tush warriors Levan
Epishvili (Kadagadze), Shete, Khuthe, and Davit Gulukhaidze.? Tushetian
oral folklore praises these folk heroes, and their memory survives in
multiple narrative versions, often derived from literature and later
transformed in different ways.

“Shete Gulukhaidze, from Kumelaurta, often raided both the
Dagestanis and Didoi. In his memoirs, he writes: “I shouldn’t have
done that to the child, | shouldn’t have done that, | shouldn’t have cut
off his head, it will probably cost me dearly.” And indeed, almost all of
the Gulukhaidzes died; only a few survived. His lineage was completely
exterminated. There is one recollection — there was Natlismtsemloba
celebration in Alvani and | was there. Women and men lit candles,
women and men sat separately at the table. There was a blind man
who sang heroic songs to the panduri accompaniment. Someone came
on horseback and approached the blind man. Shete was a stern-looking
man; he asked the blind man: Have | done any less heroic deeds? If
you sing about them, why don’t you sing about me? Among Tushs, it is
shameful to sing and talk about the heroism of a living person. When you
die, | will sing about you. I looked at him; he was an ugly man, and his

1 Volkonsky N., The Dagestan expedition (Didoi community) in 1857, [297] https://
www.vostlit.info/Texts/Dokumenty/Kavkaz/XIX/1840-1860/Volkonskij_N_A_5/
textd.htm

2 Ibid [302]
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face turned pale. Had it not been people around, he would have cut the
poor man’s head off. He turned his horse and left. When | asked around
who the man was, | was told that he was Shete. His sons were at war;
one returned from the war wounded, the other had no wounds. Shete
accused him of not having been to the war. The latter went to the war
again and returned with wounds. Shete praised him — you are a man
now. It must have been this way back then, that’s how manhood was
measured. He never spared the Didoi, because there was great hostility
between them. After Shamil, the situation calmed down, and from
then on, friendship was born. When Shamil was captured, he refused
to hand over his weapons, saying he wouldn’t surrender alive. He gave
his weapons to the Tush and told them not to give his weapons to the
capturers. (the village of Shenako, an elderly man).

After the end of the Caucasian War, the Russian government
gradually and systematically suppressed the highlanders’ piracy.
The hostility between the Tush, Pshavs and Khevsurs and the North
Caucasians, exacerbated by the bloody clashes, gradually subsided.
The socio-economic situation that developed from the 1860s further
increased the share of highland-lowland sheep breeding and the
tendency for Tushs to migrate to the plains of Kakheti. The decrease in the
number of men permanently residing in the mountains naturally created
the need to attract labour for daily life and farming, which was reflected
in the increase of the Lezgins employed as builders, craftsmen, land
workers, or livestock keepers from Dagestan, and in the intensification
of economic relations between Tushs and the Dagestanis.
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CHAPTERI

LAVRENTI JANIASHVILI, NATIA JALABADZE

1, THE DAGESTANIS IN KAKHETI:
SETTLEMENT PATTERNS AND THE TRADITIONAL WAY OF LIFE

Throughout the centuries-long history of Georgia—Dagestan
relations, the settlement of Lezgins in the lowlands of Georgia occurred
with varying degrees of intensity. Above, we have already discussed
the processes that took place in the 17th —18th centuries in Gaghma
Kakheti, between the Gavazistskali and Qufu-chai rivers, as a result of
which, local Georgians in “lordless communities” of the Avarians, who
had migrated from the North Caucasus (Char-Belakan, Katekh, Tala,
Mukhakh and lJinikh) and settled there, were de-ethnicized, and this
territory was separated from Kakheti. Part of the Dagestani population
made use of the winter pastures of Kakheti and remained for the season
in the Bezhaniani Valley on the banks of the Shorokhevi River, and even
came up to old Gavazi, west of Kak-Eniseli. Initially, the Lezgins lived here
seasonally, paying for the use of pastures, and only shepherds followed
the flocks of sheep; later, they started coming with families, acquired
homestead plots, and established several temporary settlements. Thus,
at the turn of the 18"-19" centuries, they gradually settled in this region
(today they reside primarily in the villages of Chantliskure, Tivi and
Saruso of Kvareli district). The history of the Dagestanis’ settlement in
Kakheti and their traditional way of life is studied in N. Omarashvili’s
monograph.! Later, this issue was touched upon by N. Jalabadze,? G.
Meurmishvili,® E. Kapustina, and I. Karpov.*

1 Omarashvili N. The Dagestanis residing in Kakheti, Th. 2008

2 Jalabadze N. The Avars and other Dagestani peoples; in the book Multiethnic
Georgia, Th. 2021, pp. 230-235

3 Meurmishvili G. Crossing Borders: The Case of Ethnic Dagestani in Georgia,
Bergen, 20

4 Kapustina E., Karpov Yu. The Avars of Kvareli in the 20" Century. Electronic library
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The infiltration of the Khundzi (Avars) in Kvareli district is associated
with close political and economic relations of the Antsukhs, Bezhtins
and Khundzi with the Kingdom of Kakheti, when they intensively used
this territory for pastures. Although no permanent Lezgin settlements
existed here by the early nineteenth century!Individual communities in
Dagestan sought to maintain their relations with Kakheti. They appealed
to local Russian officials for assistance in restoring trade and economic
ties with Georgia.? The pastures of Kakheti were so important to them
that in 1818, three Antsukh “elders” went to Russian officials and asked
for subordination to Russia, promising that in the future they would not
disturb the peace and would even pay for the use of pastures on the
Alazani River banks.® Later, in the 1830s-1840s, they settled in three
villages in Kakheti: Tivi, Tebebeljokhi, and Khashalkhuti.

As mentioned, for some Dagestanis (the Antsukhs), economic ties
with Kakheti were of great importance. They sold their wares (daggers,
wool fabrics, felt) and livestock in the villages of Kakheti, and wintered
on the pastures along the Alazani River. They even had mills set up on the
Shorokhevi River. Such relations had a long tradition, which became the
basis for different opinions regarding the chronology and reasons for the
Dagestanis’ settlement in Kakheti. For example, E. Abramyan believes
that the left bank of the Alazani River was historically inhabited by the
Dagestanis, and that Georgians appeared here later, after 1104 (battle
of Ertsukhi). From the 17* century, Georgians from the western part of
the country settled en masse in Kakheti, which had been depopulated
by Shah Abbas. They were obliged to pay taxes to the local Avars for
living in this territory. To live on this territory, they had to pay taxes to
the local Avars (“A massive influx of Georgian ethnic element from West
Georgia into Kakheti started. New Georgian re-settlers were forced to

of Peter the Great Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography (Kunstkamera)
of the Russian Academy of Sciences http://www.kunstkamera.ru/lib/
rubrikator/07/978-5-88431-187-7/

1 The Acts collected by the Caucasian Archeographic Commission, vol. 1, Tf 1866, p. 472

2 Ibid, p. 660

3 Omarashvili N. Ibid, p. 92
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pay taxes to the local Avars for residing on these territories”).! According
to E. Abramyan, the Dagestanis residing in the villages of Kakheti today
are part of the Avars expelled to Tsor from here.?

Contrary to this assertion of E. Abramyan, it should be said that
there are direct reports about the migration of the Dagestanis to Kakheti
during the “Caucasian wars”. To escape war and hunger, highlanders
abandoned their homeland en masse and fled to various places,
including Kakheti. This process was also supported and encouraged
by the Russian government.® Furthermore, if we accept the above-
mentioned view as accurate—that the Lezgins indeed inhabited Kvareli
district for centuries, with the majority later moving to the territory of
present-day Azerbaijan—then how can we explain that the Dagestanis
living in Kakheti maintained close ties with the Republic of Dagestan
(and not with Azerbaijan) in the 1930s? Besides, they had not yet been
firmly established in Kakheti and mainly used the Alazani banks as winter
pastures. Most of the Lezgins would go to the mountains of Dagestan
during the summer months, where they still owned residential buildings
and plots of land.* From the 1933 letter of Madiev, then Chairman of the
Central Committee of Dagestan ASSR, we learn that most of the adult
population from Tlyarat district would go to Kakheti to graze cattle,
and sometimes entire families would follow the cattle. In such cases,
highlanders lived annually in the same place, appropriated the land and
built relatively solid and substantial dwellings (“kazma//kazmaliyar”,
mud huts), which differed from temporary “kutan” or “kishlag” (seasonal
dwellings) characteristic of the first type of cattle breeding.®

1 Abramyan E., The Avars of Kvareli: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow (series “National
minorities of the Transcaucasia”), (internet version verified on 7 October, 2025)
https://regnum.ru/news/815707

2 lbid.

3 Kapustina E., Karpov Yu. The Avars of Kvareli in the 20t Century. Electronic library
of Peter the Great Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography (Kunstkamera)
of the Russian Academy of Sciences http://www.kunstkamera.ru/lib/
rubrikator/07/978-5-88431-187-7/. 33. 121; The acts collected by the Caucasian
archeographoc Commission, vol. 12, Tf. 1904, p. 1102

4 Kapustina E., Karpov Yu. Ibid, p.123

5 Ibid, p. 121
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Based on the analysis of historical sources and archival documents,
N. Omarashvili has ascertained that migration of the Khundzi to Kakheti,
which in the early period was mainly determined by economic factors,
became part of imperial policy during the Caucasian wars and fell into
the general context of the ethno-demographic mosaic created by Russia
in the Caucasus.!

The number of the Lezgins residing in Kvareli district is known to
have increased in the 1930s (until 1944). Resettlement of the population
from the land-poor regions of Dagestan to lowland regions, including
Kakheti, was also supported by the Soviet Government. On 17 November
1937, the USSR Central Committee of the Council of Commissars adopted
the resolution “On benefits for agricultural emigrants” (“On benefits
for agricultural emigration”). Under the program, the state provided
benefits to each resettled family. With the help of the state, houses and
farm buildings were constructed for 400 families resettled from Tlyarat
to Kvareli district.?

In the 1930s-1940s, the Khundzi resided in three villages of Kakheti:
Tivi, Tebeljokhi (after the deportation of the Avars to Chechnya in
1944, this village no longer exists; its lands were joined to the village of
Chikaani) and Khashalkhuti (modern-day village of Mtisdziri). Only the
Antsukhs lived in Tivi and Tebeljokhki; the Kapuchs, who had migrated
from the villages (Bezhit, Tlad, Nakhad, Gharbut, Endzeb, Khashalkhut)
of Tsunta and Tlyarat districts of Dagestan, lived in Khashalkhuti.?

It should be noted that at that time, the Lezgins had not finally
settled in Kakheti and were still considered the residents of Dagestan.
Most of them would return to their native villages in the summer;
therefore, they could not cultivate land and would lease it to Georgians,
which contradicted Soviet rules of land use (land was considered the

1 Omarashvili N. Ibid, p.103

2 Ramazanova D., Doomed to resettlement: Kvareli issue in the decisions of the
authorities in Soviet and post-Soviet periods (internet version verified on 7.10.2025)
ttps://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/obrechennye-na-pereselenie-kvarelskiy-vopros-v-
resheniyah-vlastey-v-sovetskiy-i-postsovetskiy-periody/viewer

3 Omarashvili N. Ibid, p. 103; Komakhia M. The Avars and other Dagestani Peoples,
in the book Multiethnic Georgia, Tb. 2021, p. 229
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property of collective farms and the harvested crops were mainly
donated to the state). Since the Lezgins spent only half of the year in
Georgia, the issue of labor and taxes was also unsettled. They paid part
of the taxes in Georgia, and part in Dagestan.!

Conflicts over the ownership of pastures were frequent, and disputes
sometimes ended in bloodshed. For example, the summer pastures
located within Sighnaghi district: Kudagora, Didi and Patara Mskhalgori,
Ninigora, Bashlakheri, and Sochali, were leased to the Dagestanis along
with Georgian shepherds. The pasture in Kudagora was given to a certain
Amarulov, but the chairman of the regional executive committee of the
Republic of Dagestan appointed other shepherds there, which led to
a conflict. A special commission was created to resolve this issue, but
before it could begin working, a clash broke out among the Dagestani
shepherds, resulting in the death of two.?

It should also be noted that the issue of using summer pastures
became a subject of dispute between the Georgian SSR and the Dagestan
ASSR in the 1920s-1930s. The Dagestanis oppressed shepherds from
Kazbegi district, who had used winter pastures in the North Caucasus
on the territory of Dagestan for almost a century. From the 1920s, local
authorities restricted their rights.

Correspondence of the Association “Tergis Khevi Shepherds” to
the Central Executive Committee of Dagestan SSR reveals that certain
measures taken by the People’s Commissariat of Dagestan negatively
impacted the status and development of shepherding in Khevi.
Specifically, Georgian shepherds were deprived of pastures where they
had cattle sheds (kutani), which were considered quite expensive. In
1924, their land plots along the Tergi River in Kizlyar were confiscated.
It should be said that at one time, local authorities promised them
pastures for a long period. The shepherds believed their promise;
they built expensive “cottages” (dwellings) and hired people to guard

1 Omarashvili N. Ibid, pp.104-105

2 On the use of the pastures in Republic of Dagestan by the residents of Georgia
from 28 February to 17 September, 1927. Central Historical Archives of Georgia.
Fund 284, folder 420, p. 35
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these cottages during the summer. Despite this, the pastures (part of
Thalov, Chernorikov, and Karanoghai) were confiscated in 1926, and the
expenses incurred were lost.?

In terms of managing the Lezgins living in Kakheti and organizing
cultural and economic issues, this created a lot of inconveniences and
caused discontent among local authorities, which is why the question of
whether they should permanently settle in Kakheti or return to Dagestan
was repeatedly raised.? The situation somewhat stabilized in 1941, when
a special decree specified the lists of the Lezgins living in Georgia, and
from then on, they were considered permanent residents of Georgia.?
However, this situation lasted only until the Vainakh deportation to
Central Asia in 1944. The territories of the deported Chechens and
Ingush were joined to the Georgian SSR and the Dagestan ASSR, and the
vacated areas were filled with the families resettled from Georgia and
Dagestan.? This contingent also included the Khundzi, who had settled
in Kakheti, and who, together with other Dagestanis, were resettled in
Vedensk, Novolaksk, Ritlabsk and Andalalinsk districts.®

Georgian Soviet officials developed an ambiguous attitude towards
the Lezgin problem, which some authors consider a manifestation
of Georgian chauvinism. For example, D. Ramazanova equates this
problem with the mass deportations carried out by the Soviet Union.
She writes: “On 31 July 1944, to protect the state borders of Georgia
SSR and the USSR, the State Defence Committee of the USSR adopted
Resolution No. 6279, classified as ‘Top Secret’, on the deportation of
the Turks, Kurds, and Hemshins from the border zone of Georgia SSR.
Simultaneously deporting supposedly ‘unreliable’ ethnic groups from its
territory ‘on state orders’, the Georgian leadership also attempted to
get rid of other national minorities that had lived in Georgia from olden
times, although they were not accused of anything by the state. On 31

Ibid, pp. 17-18

Omarashvili N. Ibid, pp.108-114

Ibid, pp. 113-114

Central Historical Archive of Georgia, Fund 600 or 1, folder 6942, p.76
Ramazanova D., Ibid; Omarashvili N. The Dagestanis Residing in Kakheti, p.115
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July, 1944, “to protect the state border of Georgia SSR and the USSR,”
State Defense Committee adopted Resolution # 6279, classified a “top
secret,” on the eviction of Turkish, Kurdish, and Hemshin households
from the border zone of Georgia SSR—a total of 17,394 households.
However, while expelling supposedly “unreliable” ethnic groups from its
territory “on state orders,” the Georgian leadership also tried to get rid
of other national minorities that had long lived in Georgia, without being
accused of anything by the state.”?

In archival materials, information about preparations for the
deportation of the Muslim population of Southern Georgia can be
found from the spring, 1944. M. Natmeladze traced a document dated
May 1944, in which K. Charkviani, Secretary of the Central Committee
of Georgia, and V. Bakradze — Chairman of the Council of People’s
Commissars, justified to the USSR Ministry of Internal Affairs the
expediency of deporting part of the population from the border zone.
A detailed resettlement plan of the Georgian population from various
parts of Georgia in these regions is also provided here. Apparently, local
leadership was preparing to resettle Muslims from Samtskhe-Javakheti
in the villages of East Georgia. According to the plan, 77,500 people
were to be resettled in well-supplied collective farms in Shida Kartli and
Kakheti (up to 50-60 households each). Of course, the leadership of the
republic could not have taken such aninitiative without proper directives.
It is noteworthy that no one in the Central Committee of Georgia even
thought about taking these people outside the republic.? By the way,
the aforementioned plan was partially implemented when people from
Javakheti villages moved to the Kvareli district in 1944 to replace the
Lezgins who had been deported from Kakheti to Dagestan. It should

1 Ramazanova D., Doomed to resettlement: The Kvareliissue in the decisions of the
authorities in Soviet and post-Soviet periods 10/7/2025) https://cyberleninka.ru/
article/n/obrechennye-na-pereselenie-kvarelskiy-vopros-v-resheniyah-vlastey-v-
sovetskiy-i-postsovetskiy-periody/viewer

2 Natmeladze M, Demographic Processes in Georgia in the 1940s, Th. 2002, pp.28-
29; Janiashvili L., Ethnohistorical problems of the deportees from Southern
Georgia in 1944: (cultural isolation, peculiarities of intergroup relations and
prospects for repatriation), Th. 2006, p. 41
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also be noted that individual families from Dagestan also came to live
in this region during this period (1945-46)! During the field expedition,
the local Georgian population of Lagodekhi district (the descendants of
Imeretians who migrated here in the 19" century) expressed a positive
attitude towards their Dagestani neighbours and believed that they
were displaced instead of their neighbouring Azerbaijanis. “The first
to settle here were Tush. They would usually raid Zakatala and then go
back to the mountains. They had close fraternal relations with the Avars
and Didoi, considering them as their people.

They were on friendly terms and would clear the road for them.
They would cross the mountains but never go down to the Alazani. Our
grandfathers were also usually friends with the Lezgins; they would
come here, and our people would go there. They would take vodka
from here and bring cheese from there. It was a normal trade; they
were craftsmen who made pots and things like that, and brought them
here. The largest village of the Lezgins in this area was the present-day
Mtisdziri, from where the Lezgins were expelled. They had their own
collective farm; our neighbour was head of the collective farm during
the War. There were rumours that it was planned to evict the Azeris
from here. As if it was planned to empty the village of Kabali and settle
Georgians from Meskheti there. They say that in Kabali, a certain Simona
Gelashvili ran over an Azeri child with his car. He was chairman of Kvareli
district committee or something like that. The Azeri agsaqals said, “We
know what the plan is for us, please leave us alone. The man in charge
of this evicted the Lezgins and left the Azeris here” (middle-aged man,
the village of Baisubani). It seems that this narrative is the result of a
free interpretation of state policy in popular memory. Obviously, they
link the prospect of evicting the Azeris from Kabali with the deportation
of the Muslim population from southern Georgia. Presumably, the story
about the deportation was brought by Javakhetians who moved here in
1944.

1 Meurmishvili G. Crossing Borders: The Case of Ethnic Dagestani in Georgia,
Bergen, 2014, p. 15

241



After the repatriation of the Chechens (1957), the Avars displaced
from Kakhetileft their new places of residence and returned. Initially, they
were dispersed into Georgian villages, then, at their request, and with
the consideration of the religious factor, they were settled separately,
and thus emerged the Avar villages: Tivi, Saruso, Tkhilistsqaro (the
Lezgins no longer live in this village since the 1990s), and Chantliskure.
All four villages are located on the Kvareli-Lagodekhi road. These events
are described in detail in scientific literature,* so | will not dwell on
them here; let me only note that the Didoi, or Tsez people, live in the
village of Tivi, and the Khundzi live in Saruso and Chantliskure. They
speak different dialects and often use Georgian and sometimes Russian
to communicate with each other. Besides, some of them also know the
literary Avar language. The villagers also highlight differences in customs
and characters among themselves.?

Separate Lezgin families are also found elsewhere in Kakheti. For
example, in the village of Matsimi, adjacent to the border checkpoint
in Lagodekhi municipality, the main population is Georgian, who
migrated from Kiziki (Tibaani, Anaga, Vakiri, Jugaani) and Imereti in the
19% century. Three Lezgin families also live there, who, according to
neighbours, are quite integrated, speak Georgian, and are characterised
by religious tolerance. It is known that the entry of the Dagestanis to
the Lagodekhi area is related to nomadic cattle breeding. They occupied
land for pastures. Mainly, the Lezgins from Tebel and Churmut settled
there.?

As a result of the well-known events that occurred in Georgia in
the late 1980s, part of the Lezgins decided to return to their historical
homeland and sold their houses in Georgia. The state purchased some
of the houses, mainly for large families. In the 1990s, the remaining
families of the Avars, scared by political instability and economic

1 Omarashvili N. Ibid, pp.116-121

2 G. Nodia. The Avars from Georgia: Seclusion versus Development, Thilisi 2018,
pp. 5-6

3 Komakhia M. The Avars and other Dagestani Peoples; in the book Multiethnic
Georgia, Th. 2021, pp.229-230
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crisis, also expressed a desire to return to Dagestan. Since the 2000s,
the main factor in the migration of the Dagestanis from Georgia has
been economic. They see greater economic prospects in the Russian
Federation; this is why they are moving to their historical homeland,
Dagestan. However, they maintain ties with Georgia and often come
to visit, especially in the summer. Most of them maintain their homes
in Georgia; in Chantliskure, Tivi, or Saruso, one will see closed houses
belonging to the Lezgins who have left.

According to the 2002 census, there were 1,996 Dagestanis (4,230 in
1989), 210 Laks (426 in 1989), and 44 Lezgins (720 in 1989) living in Georgia.
Of these, only the Khundzi (Avars) live compactly. Their vast majority live
in the aforementioned villages of the Kvareli district. According to the
2014 census, the number of the Avars has halved, to 1,060.!

The Dagestani villages of Kakheti*, which do not differ from typical
Kakhetian villages, are separated from each other by ravines. They
have roadside planning. Parallel and interconnected small streets join
the central street leading from the main highway into the villages. The
settlement is represented by courtyards located on both sides of the
street, where residential buildings and small outbuildings (barn, winter
shed for cattle, etc.) are connected. In the past, farm buildings were
located at the end of the village, directly in the agricultural zone, but
after the villages obtained their current form, they were moved to the
homestead area. The village is divided into neighbourhoods. In the
centre of every village, near some administrative institution, there is a
square godekani, a common (assembly spot) of the village. Previously,
every neighbourhood had its own godekani, but today this principle has
been broken and godekani has lost its original functions. The smallest
unit of Lezgin settlements is gae — a constituent neighbourhood of a
village, which is polygenic in nature, i.e. is represented by several clans.
As a result of population growth, villages have also increased, and new

1 Omarashvili N. The Dagestanis Residing in Kakheti (History of Resettlement,
Culure an Mode of Life), Tb. 2008, p.83.

*The material below is partially published in Jalabadze N., Avars and Other Peoples of
Dagestan, in the book Multinational Georgia, Thilisi, 2022.

243



polygenic neighbourhoods have emerged.

At the turn of the 19th-20th centuries, large families existed only as
remnants in Dagestan; there were mainly individual clans. The needs of
individual clans resettled in Kakheti were fully met by the flat-roofed mud
houses common here. Initially, the Avars lived in mud huts, but later they
started constructing residential buildings from various materials. Here,
there are wicker, plank and mortared stone houses. The wicker house
is no different from the Georgian house of the same type. Mortared-
stone houses in Avar villages followed the same path of development as
similar houses in Georgia. They were constructed primarily by Kakhetian
stonemasons and carpenters. Later, two-story houses with a glazed
or open, iron-railed balcony (veranda), tin roof and marble staircase
became widespread. Sometimes roofs and balconies are decorated. The
ground floor was previously used for agricultural purposes, but is now
used for residential purposes.

Avar families in Kakheti are individual; the polygamy, characteristic
of Islamic culture, is less common here. Nowadays, old traditions of
marriage have been almost forgotten. Permitted is marriage within the
clan (Tukhum). Women are either married within their own community
or brought as brides from Dagestan. Mixed marriages with Georgians
and representatives of other ethnic groups, with rare exceptions, do
not occur. The criteria for evaluating a woman have always considered
her hard work, family authority, number of brothers, and popularity. In
the past, the decision to marry off a woman was made by her parents,
without asking her. Today, getting married at an early age is avoided;
Young people themselves show more initiative when choosing a future
spouse. Much attention is still paid to women’s honesty.

The cycle of marital relationships consists of two stages: engagement
and wedding. Today, an Avarian woman’s dowry is more varied than
in the past. The influence of Georgian (Christian) culture is noticeable
in wedding ritual (musical accompaniment, table traditions, etc.).
Marriage must be celebrated with solemnity. Wedding terminology
includes Georgian words such as: machankali (matchmaker), maqari
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(groomsmen), mejvare (best man, or bridesmaid).

The process of land seizure in Georgia by the Dagestanis was initially
based on economic interests. They enjoyed the rich winter pastures of
Georgia from olden times. The Antsukhs and Kapuchi would come to
spend winter on Bezhaniani Valley (old Gavazi, today’s Akhalsopeli)
and the banks of the Shorokhevi River. Some Dagestani communities
occupied pastures in Kartubani; Tebel and Churmut communities settled
in Lagodekhi. Their settlement was further facilitated by the nomadic
character of agriculture. They lived in Kakheti seasonally (from September
to the end of May) and paid “grass tax” for the use of pastures. Initially,
sheep flocks were accompanied only by shepherds; over time, they
began to arrive with their families. Soon, they occupied homestead plots
and engaged in farming on site. From the 1880s, nomadic Avars who
roamed the pastures of Georgia appropriated 200 decimas of land from
the State Land Fund in the Avani Gorge (Avani/Avaniskhevi — a river
in the Kvareli district, a left tributary of the Alazani, originating in the
watershed of the Kakheti Caucasus).

Having resettled from the high mountainous zone to the fertile
lands of Georgia, the Avars were given the opportunity to refine their
agricultural traditions and diversify their field of labour activity. From
the Georgians, the Dagestanis adopted the spheres of agriculture,
previously alien to them (viticulture, poultry farming, sericulture, and
fruit growing). Their economic environment, conditions and tools of
labour changed. The share of agriculture increased, and it gradually
took on an important place in the Avar family economy. The plough they
used in the mountainous conditions of Dagestan was first replaced by a
Georgian plough, and then by modern techniques. The Avars adopted
winemaking from the Kakhetians. It is noteworthy that, today, many
Muslim Avars no longer refrain from consuming alcoholic beverages. In
Georgia, the Avars preserved the tradition of nomadic cattle breeding
foralongtime, the so-called double grazing, which involves driving cattle
in summer to mountain pastures and farming there. Functions were
distributed among family members in the highlands and lowlands. This
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type of farming continued practically until the 1940s. Sheep breeding
is one of the traditional forms of farming that has survived among
the Avars. Until recently, they drove their sheep to the mountains of
Dagestan. The proximity of the border with Russia in this area completely
eliminated such practices. The Avars’ attitude towards trade has changed
significantly. Although this occupation was considered non-prestigious
among both Georgians and them, lately some Lezgins have taken up
trade. Before the introduction of the visa regime with Russia, they
established private trade ties with the North Caucasians, from where
they could relatively easily import livestock products and exchange them
for flour, fruit, and vodka. The exchange was primarily of a barter nature,
with the type of goods determined in advance according to need. Lively
trade was conducted in the village of Qvitilo (a village of the Kapuch in
Dagestan), and the Dagestanis mainly came to the fairs of Sighnaghi and
Telavi. But today, when the motorway connecting with Russia passes
through Lars, the Kvareli Lezgins can no longer communicate for trade
purposes, and this practice has also become a thing of the past. Today,
some Avars work in construction. They also do seasonal work; however
main occupation in Dagestani villages is still agriculture. They grow
watermelons, vegetables, and other crops.

The Avars are officially Sunni Muslims, although their faith is a
mixture of the elements of archaic, Islamic and Christian religions. Traces
of Christian culture, although relatively faint, are still clearly visible; the
Lezgins’ tradition of celebrating Christian holidays — Alaverdoba and
Nekresoba — together with Georgians, is an example of this.

Islamic traditions are evident in funeral practices. The body is
first washed, wrapped in a white shroud, and buried on its right side,
facing south, before sunset. On the day of the funeral, it is forbidden
to fire weapons, cultivate the land, or leave the village. To honour the
soul of the deceased, a funeral repast is held. On the day of the funeral,
the family’s table is laid. The table is also laid on the third or seventh
Fridays after the passing, on the fortieth day, and on the anniversary.
They have a joint meal on the occasion of Eid al-Adha. The influence
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of Georgian culture is noticeable in the design of cemeteries (stone
painting, Georgian inscriptions, mostly from Georgian friends), and
depiction or placement of an image of the deceased on the gravestone,
which is prohibited by Islamic law. Lately, they have started fencing
off the graves and decorating them with flowers. However, even here,
modern processes of re-Islamization are evident: on the tombstones
we find Islamic symbols —crescent moon, images of mosques, Arabic
inscriptions, dates by Hijri calendar, etc. Mosques are functioning in Avar
villages.

247



CHAPTER IV

NATIA JALABADZE

THE GEORGIA-DAGESTAN BORDERLINE AND
RELATED ETHNOPOLITICAL SITUATION

1, THE BORDER PROBLEM BETWEEN TUSHETI AND DAGESTAN

From ancient times, the peoples of Georgia maintained intensive
contacts with the communities of the North Caucasus, particularly
with the Dagestanis. These interactions were shaped primarily by
shared physical and geographical conditions. Owing to ecological and
geographical factors, neighbouring ethnic groups living along the
border zone interacted more frequently with one another than with the
populations of their respective lowland regions. Prolonged and heavy
snowfall in the high mountain areas, which often rendered mountain
passes impassable, further redirected the vector of communication
between these groups towards each other. As a result, close
ethnocultural ties emerged between the Dagestanis and the Tush, the
Khevsurs and the Ingush and Chechens, the Tush and the Kakhetians,
the Mokhevians and the Ossetians, and others, which were manifested
across all spheres of their socio-economic and cultural life. Economic
exchange, social relations—including family and kinship networks—as
well as religious connections contributed to the development of shared
cultural elements among the neighbouring Caucasian highlanders.
However, as noted in previous chapters of the book, these interrelations
were not always harmonious and peaceful.

The situation in the Caucasus following the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the policy of the Russian Federation indefinitely severed the
bridge between a number of peoples of the South and North Caucasus.
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Due to the tragic events of the post-Soviet period (two Russian-
Chechen wars, the so-called South Ossetian, Abkhazian and Karabakh
conflicts, the 2008 Russia-Georgia war, its accompanying borderization,
etc.), the relations between Georgian and North Caucasian peoples
took a completely different direction compared to the Soviet epoch.
The political entities of the North Caucasus that remained part of the
Russian Federation experienced negative consequences of isolation
from Georgia not only in terms of political and socio-cultural relations,
but also in terms of interethnic ties. The artificial severance of physical—
and, consequently, socio-cultural ties between the peoples of the North
and South Caucasus represented a violation of the historical regularity
that had long underpinned the unity of the Caucasian peoples. From
ancient times, Georgians attached great importance to relations with
the peoples of the North Caucasus, and this remains the case today.
Despite the existing barriers, Georgians are striving to restore and
maintain traditional ties with the North Caucasians.

The National Security Concept of Georgia states: “Creation of an
atmosphere of cooperation and establishment of peace in the North
Caucasus region of the Russian Federation is of particular importance
for Georgia. Georgia recognises the need for deepening and developing
relations with the peoples of the North Caucasus. This will help increase
their awareness of Georgia’s goals and political course, create an
atmosphere of trust in the Caucasus, and establish peace and stability”.

Earlier chapters have already emphasised the continued importance
of Georgia’s border regions and their populations in ensuring the
country’s security—particularly in cases where non-titular ethnic groups
reside in frontier areas. Such configurations have, in fact, contributed
to the outbreak of the so-called South Ossetian conflict; against
the backdrop of the geopolitical aims of external powers, Georgia’s
borderlands populated by non-Georgian ethnic groups may constitute
zones of potential vulnerability. The presence of Dagestani settlements

1 National Security Concept of Georgia, 2025. Available at: https://mfa.gov.ge/
national-security-concept
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in the Kvareli district, which borders Dagestan, does not currently pose
a threat of separatism or irredentism. Nonetheless, these communities
may become significant pawns on the Kremlin’s geopolitical chessboard.

Following the collapse of the Soviet Empire, the process of
establishing the borders of independent Georgia with Russia posed a
number of problems for our country. A. Kvakhadze notes: “The Georgia-
Russia border has not been demarcated to this day, and therefore, the
risk of arbitrary border moving is quite high. In addition to the creeping
occupation of the occupied territories, a similar process is also underway
on the Georgia-Russia border.” In his opinion, from a geographical point
of view, the regions of Georgia — the Arkhoti Gorge, Pirikita Khevsureti
(Dusheti municipality) and Tusheti (Akhmeta municipality), located
in the northern part of the Caucasus, that is, on the other side of the
Greater Caucasus watershed, are most vulnerable in this regard.?

As noted above, Georgia is separated from the Republic of Dagestan
within the Russian Federation by a 143-kilometre section extending
across Tusheti and Kakheti. Actually, there is not a single road connecting
this strip of East Georgia with the North Caucasus. The border can only
be crossed by pedestrian paths. During the Soviet period, Georgia was
connected to the Russian Federation by six border crossings situated
along the perimeter of the Caucasus Mountains in the direction of the
Republic of Dagestan. The only exception was the Bezhta—Akhalsopli
section, which was used exclusively for the passage of all-terrain vehicles.
Drawing on the historical and ethnographic background of settlement
patterns, the spatial configuration of villages, population density, and
ethnic composition, J. Kekelia identifies nine settlement zones within the
15-kilometre-wide Georgian—RSFSR border belt. Of these, the Shatili—
Omalo (partially) and Napareuli-Shilda sections correspond to the
areas relevant to our research.. According to Kekelia, the Shatili-Omalo
section is encircled by high mountains and includes the upper reaches of
the Asa River, the Arghuni, the Andaki, Tusheti, and the Pirikita Alazani

1 Kvakhadze. A. Disputed Borders in the North Caucasus and Their Echo in Georgia,
available at: https://gfsis.org.ge/ge/publications/view/2699?__ cf chl_tk=9.L_
s9FgCxtSBovRaU9P8_Ds2t1GAOXfcly7nJKQNtk-1673455782-0-gaNycGzNCLO
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gorges, encompassing 15 settlements. The population here is exclusively
Georgian by ethnic composition. The principal economic activity is
livestock breeding, particularly sheep herding. The Napareuli-Shilda
settlement section covers the territory stretching between the left bank
of the Alazani River and the Caucasus Mountains. It is the most densely
populated part of the border zone, comprising small, medium, and large
settlements. At present, this area includes three villages inhabited by
Dagestanis (Avars).

Section of the Tusheti-Dagestan border neighbours Tsunta district
of the Republic of Dagestan, where the Didoi (Tsez) reside.  On this
territory, the legal ownership issue of the villages of Chero and Intsukhiin
Chanchakhovani Gorge, which historically were part of Tusheti, remains
unresolved. These villages are known to have been emptied in the 19*"
century. According to official, valid maps of Georgia, Chero and Intsukhi
are part of the state of Georgia. But, since the delimitation process of
the Georgia-Russia state border has not been completed, this section is
currently undefined.! As T. Lekaidze notes, migration processes resulting
from the incorrect, often deliberate policy of the Soviet government left
the territory of Tusheti without population, thus creating the threat of
losing its border part.?

The list of villages in Tusheti compiled by S. Makalatia does not
include Chero and Intsukhi; however, it mentions the road from Tusheti
to Leketi, which leads to Dagestan from the village of Diklo, through
Chero-Khushet.® Apparently, by that time, the Tush no longer lived
here. The 14-kilometre motorway from Omalo through the village of
Shenako ends in Diklo. 2 kilometres from it, there is old deserted Diklo,
4-6 kilometres from which, to the northeast of old Diklo, there are
Chero and Intsukhi. From this point, 4—6 kilometres to the northeast,
are the villages of Chero and Intsukhi. The route then ascends through
the Sarmaghelhe Pass, situated at 2,600 meters above sea level. On the

1 Jalabadze N., Ibid., p.175

2 Lekaidze.Socio-political, Socio-economic and Cultural State of Tusheti in the
1920s-1980s, Doctoral Dissertation, Thilisi 2024, p. 151

3 Makalatia S., Tusheti. Thilisi 1933, p. 17
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Dagestani side, the first settlement encountered is Khushet, located
about 3.5 kilometres from Intsukhi.

The information about the disputed territory is encountered in
specialist literature, as well as printed and social media, folklore and
ethnographic records.

According to ethnographer Nugzar Idoidze, “Chero and Intsukhi
are the territory of Tusheti, but the Tush no longer lived there from
the second half of the 19th century. These are the villages cut off from
Diklo, they are very difficult to reach, and when the local population,
disturbed by the Dagestanis, were forced to leave the area, they moved to
Diklo, bringing with them the niche of Metseba — shrine of fertility. The
Lezgins from neighbouring Khushet moved into the abandoned villages.
The Intsukhi floodplain below the village constitutes the lowest point in
all of Tusheti. It accommodates tree and fruit species that do not grow
elsewhere in the region. One locality is even known as Navenakhari
(literally “former vineyard site” in Georgian).supposedly, there used to
be a vineyard here. It is a very fertile land..Across the road from Chero
in the direction of Intsukhi, there is a stone wall with a doorway, the
door was formerly kept locked from the western side. A border marker
once stood on the Sarmaghelhe Pass, marking the boundary between
Georgia and Dagestan, and a boundary pit filled with charcoal was also
located there.? When the border delimitation process began, however,
this marker disappeared, and the pit was shifted toward Chero.?

,The border was subsequently shifted to the ridge, and the entire
gorge was taken away. Historically, Didoeti formed part of Georgia, and

1 MtivlishviliG., When and how did Chero and Intsukhiin Tusheti come under Russian
control? 2018, available at: https://mtisambebi.ge/news/people/item/792-rodis-
da-rogor-moeqza-tushetshi-chero-da-inxuxi-rusetis-kontrolqvesh, last retrieved:
29.11.2025

2 When arranging boundary, crushed charcoal was placed at the bottom of the
pit; if the boundary was destroyed, traces of charcoal would still remain and the
boundary was easy to find.

3 N. Jalabadze. Some Aspects of the Relations between Georgian Highlanders
and Their Neighboring Caucasians on the North-Eastern Border Zone of Georgia
(According to folklore data), Kek XIll, p.185. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Q6wZq4QynHE.
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according to Soviet-era administrative boundaries, these two villages lay
within Georgian territory. Even today, they are officially recognised as
belonging to Georgia, yet they have effectively been appropriated, and
access to them is no longer possible. Only two Lezgin families lived in
Chero; Lezgins resided there during the Soviet period as well. Notably,
however, when a Dido person died, they were never buried in Chero,
as it was considered the land of the infidel; the deceased was instead
taken to Dagestan for interment. Chero contains both Georgian graves
and sacred sites. Traditional Tushetian houses with two-sided pitched
roofs are found in both Intsukhi and Chero; flat-roofed houses do not
occur there. The Didoi historically lived beyond the Sarmaghelhe Pass— a
natural historical boundary between the Tush and the Didoi located past
Chero and Intsukhi. The Didoi, however, have allegedly dug a pit at this
location, filled it with charcoal, and continue to assert that this marks
the legitimate border. The towers of Keselo Fortress, situated above the
village at an elevation of approximately 2,300 meters, dominate the
landscape. In the Tushetian dialect, kesi means ,the highest”. (Field
material, Omalo 2024).

According to the respondent from the village of Shenako: “In my
memory, the Tush lived in Chero and Intsukhi; they moved upward later.
The Sarmaghelhe Pass is located above. On the Sarmaghelhe ridge, there
is a stone wall with loopholes—this was the border. Walls were running
along the boundary line, and the loopholes faced toward the Dido. The
Alazani River flows at the foot of that mountain; on the opposite bank lies a
village and cattle sheds. The area beyond the Alazani is called Navenakhris
chala. There must once have been vineyards there—otherwise, why would
it be called Navenakhari? The Lezgins themselves have told me that this
was the border between us and them. There is a large pit filled with
charcoal. Charcoal does not decay, so it served as a boundary marker,
did it not? | have not personally seen the charcoal, but | have seen the
sign placed at the pit—a metal post marking the border. Later, during
a period of unrest, it was broken. There had been a Russian inscription
on the post. | was present during that disturbance; the metal stand had
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been destroyed. They must have removed the border sign because they
intended to appropriate the territory of Chero and Intsukhi. Afterwards,
Chero and Intsukhi were made neutral zones: they are allowed to enter,
but we are not. This is how the new border was established. In the past, we
defended our own positions—we kept watch and patrolled on horseback.”
(Field material, village of Shenako, 2024).

The respondent’s remark that the Didoi “did not bury their deceased
inthe land of the infidel” is highly revealing. Among Caucasian peoples (and
not only them), the tradition of interring the dead on ancestral land—close
to the graves of forebears—is a deeply rooted norm. Although large-scale
migrations and contemporary globalisation have altered many aspects of
traditional life, this rule continues to be observed in traditional societies
as far as possible. For instance, in 2008, ethnologists documented a similar
case among Azerbaijanis who had migrated from Shikhilo to the village of
Samghereti in the Tetritskaro district: they continued to transport their
deceased back to Shikhilo for burial.

In the case of the Didoi, adherence to this rule suggests that the land
they claim does not constitute their ancestral territory. Consequently,
the evidence implies that the disputed land belongs to the Tush.

According to material recorded in the village of Shenako, “Chero
belongs to Tusheti, Georgia. The Russians introduced a new map on
which the border runs through Diklo, where they are now stationed. Our
representatives meet them and argue that this territory is ours, but they
insist it is theirs... There was a Lezgin man, and | once asked him why they
took their deceased to be buried in Dido. He replied: ‘You know that our
people cannot be buried in Christian soil.” | told him: ‘I know that—go
and make them understand it!” | explained: this man was born and raised
in the village below, he lives there with his wife and children; if this land
were theirs, would he really carry a deceased person fifteen kilometres
on his shoulders to bury them elsewhere? Why not bury them here? They
fell silent and withdrew behind the mountain, but then declared this
area neutral. They hold 1,500 hectares of our land. They come here; we
cannot go there—what kind of neutrality is that?! Around 4,000 hectares

254



at the Qadori Pass, including the slopes along the road from Kakheti, are
also in their hands.

The Tush lived in Intsukhi and Chero at the end of Shamil’s time.
Later, they moved to Diklo, and those places were automatically taken
over by the Didoi. The Didoi faced difficulties there; they lacked meadows
for haymaking. When they mowed the grass, they took only what they
needed per head and brought the remaining produce here to sell. At that
time, it was the Soviet Union—who would have objected? They assumed
that since the Tush were leaving, they would settle in their place, and so
they did.”(Field materials, Shenako, 2024).

According to a respondent from Diklo: “Chero is Georgia, it belonged
to us, but it is inaccessible. It is very steep; no one can get down there
except donkeys.” One has first to go down to the Alazani, and then go
up. We used to plough and sow there; whatever was sown shouldn’t
be left there! The Didoi would take and consume it, of course. We had
to carry it on our backs; it was very difficult to bring it here. The Tush
failed to benefit from the fruits of their work and abandoned it. Now,
Chero has been declared a neutral zone. It is a warm place, with lands to
mow; the Didoi go there in winter; they say, one or two families live there
during winter; our people can’t go there, the border runs over that high
mountain. Since the time we have been separated from Russia, our people
can no longer go there. Our shrines have remained there. One shrine
on that hill — Pichekhi, and another one is over there, a cattle shrine —
called Metseba. After the separation from Russia, we went there to light
candles, and the military followed us, watching as though something
alarming were taking place, with their spotlights turned on. Now they do
not allow us to go beyond that hill, though they themselves come down
here. Earlier, they used spotlights to illuminate the high mountain, but no
longer; yet we are still denied the right to cross it. In the past, nine or ten
Didoi families lived in Chero and Intsukhi. | believe they were deported
during Stalin’s time. Now the Lezgins claim—and the Russians support
them—that the territory up to the point where the Alazani flows belongs
to them.”(Field material, the village of Diklo 2024).
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According to the archival documents, in 1958-1961, an attempt was
made to change the borders of Georgia and Dagestan; this was based
on the Dagestanis’ claim that, as a result of incorrect decisions made by
the Soviet government in 1945, the village of Chero and the surrounding
area remained outside their borders. From V. F. Komarov’s letter! of
1959, it follows that Georgia should allocate about 40 square kilometres
of Tusheti territory to Dagestan, since the Khushet rural council of
Tsumadin district of the Dagestan ASSR traditionally served the village of
Chero and its surrounding villages, and the brigade of Khushet collective
farm was also located in the village of Chero. The Dagestanis received a
refusal from the Georgian government. The State Geodetic Supervision
Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs for the Stavropol
district attempted to transfer the vast territory of Tusheti to Dagestan
through negotiations. Whilst the Georgian side used the maps officially
recognised between the republics to determine the authenticity of the
border between Tusheti and Dagestan. The border between Georgia
and Russia, established in 1949, recognises the borders indicated on
the topographic map of the Russian Empire of 1894-1897, according to
which the disputed villages belong to Georgia.?

The decision to alienate part of Tusheti belonged to Nikita
Khrushchev, the then First Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and
Chairman of the Council of Ministers. In exchange for the land of Tusheti,
Dagestan gave up pastures across the Caucasus Mountains opposite
Kvareli district. Preservation of the afore-mentioned territory of Tusheti
is associated with the name of Vasil Mzhavanadze, first secretary of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Georgia.

Mzhavanadze’s daughter recalls: “In 1957, Rasul Gamzatov met
with Khrushchev and, citing the shortage of pastures in Dagestan,
“requested” the transfer of the sparsely populated villages of Tusheti
to Dagestani livestock breeders. Khrushchev summoned my father and

1 Head of the State Geodetic Supervision Department of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs for Stavropol district.

2 T Lekaidze T., Socio-political, Socio-economic and Cultural State of Tusheti in the
1920s-1980s, Doctoral Dissertation, Thilisi 2024, p. 141.
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demanded that the famous poet’s “harmless plan” be implemented. My
father assured Khrushchev that he would study the matter, but he fully
understood the situation and immediately departed for Tusheti. The
other members of this “expedition” were Javakhishvili and Inauri.* | also
know that, due to the impassable roads in Tusheti, the delegation travelled
on horseback from Akhmeta. Father later recalled that he saw a miracle
in the form of Tusheti, but the region was sparsely populated... Something
had to be done... To avoid losing Tusheti, swift action was needed, and
necessary measures were planned. Within a few days, generators were
brought to the villages of Tusheti and, along with houses, even the towers
were illuminated. This created the impression that Tusheti was far from
uninhabited, contrary to the Dagestani poet’s portrayal. Not long after this
trick, father called Khrushchev and told him about the ‘dense’ settlements
of Tusheti villages ... After that, the Russians flew a plane over Tusheti
twice at night, checking how well-lit and populated this beautiful region of
Georgia was. That’s how Tusheti remained part of Georgia”.? This episode
was followed by a government decree restoring the collective farms in
Tusheti, intended to demonstrate to the Soviet authorities that the region
had not been abandoned and that life continued there. Although the
Georgian authorities of the time succeeded in preventing the loss of part
of Tusheti, the question of the ownership of these territories unfortunately
remains unresolved to this day.

The story of how Vasil Mzhavanadze saved Tusheti from being
joined to Dagestan and how generators were installed in Tushetian
villages is often heard today from the local Tush as well.

Mzhavanadze’s name is also associated with putting an end to the
uncontrolled logging in Tusheti, which the Dagestani side had been
intensively carrying out for years: “Up there the slopes survived thanks
to Mzhavanadze; there had been an inter-republic agreement permitting

1  GiviJavakhishvili - Chairman of the Council of Ministers; Alexi Inauri - Chairman
of the State Security Committee.

2 Londaridze Sh., How Vasil Mzhavanadze saved Tusheti from joining Russia —
Interview with Mzhavanadze’s daughter. Media Holding “Kvira” 2023, available
at: https://kvira.ge/871520
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the export of timber to Dagestan. Three brigades worked: one cut the
trees, another slid them down the slopes, and the third threw them into
theriverto float downstream. There was no control, if they were supposed
to cut a thousand trees, they cut two thousand. In 1964, Mzhavanadze
arrived. He asked who had planted the forest. ‘No one,” they replied, ‘it
grew on its own, and soon we will have none of it left—look how rare
it has become. The trees are taken to Dagestan...’l did not realise we
were the owners of such wealth. He said: ‘I will leave now, and within a
week there will be no one here.” Indeed, no Dagestanis were seen again;
all three brigades departed. He said: “The time will come when a road
is built here, and our own people will make use of this forest.” (Field
materials, Shenako, 2024).

In 1983, negotiations were held with the Russian side to return the
Tush to Chero and Intsukhi; “On the initiative of T. Ichirauli — the then-
director of the Tusheti state farm, shepherds with cattle were sent there
in the summer; they stayed there the whole season. The Lezgins who
lived there at the time used our villages for agricultural purposes. The
Tush and the Lezgins had no conflicts, but it is very difficult to live there.
The footpaths are so narrow that it’s hard for a horse with saddlebags to
pass. Our shepherds couldn’t stay and came back”.

Russian and Georgian border guards alternately patrolled the
disputed border between 1993-1995, but from 1996, the Georgian
side was not actively involved. The issues concerning this section are
discussed in D. Gamtsemlidze’s 1998 publication. The author notes that
the object of dispute is Mount Diklo, situated on the Dagestan—Georgia
border. More precisely, the debate centres on which valley the border
should traverse, a decision that would determine whether Georgia
retains or loses several dozen square kilometres. The publication states
that, despite the presence of Georgian border guards, , The Dagestanis
.. are behaving increasingly insolent and defiant in Tusheti: they are
invading empty Georgian villages, occupying houses, transporting goods,
and, imagine, even opening schools—under the control of the Russian

1  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6wZq4QynHE
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Ministry of Education. This can actually be considered annexation of
the territory.”According to the author, the Dagestanis (Didoi) took
advantage of the extreme depopulation of Tusheti. The situation was
further complicated by the fact that the bilateral commission on the
delimitation and demarcation of the Russia—Georgia border had not yet
completed its work. The article suggests that Russia might seek to satisfy
Dagestani ambitions at the expense of Georgian territory and warns
that, if migration processes are not halted, Georgia will eventually lose
this land.

The author also refers to a “new topic,” quietly introduced in the
so-called “wasp nest”’—the Moscow Miklouho-Maclay Institute of
Ethnography—concerning the alleged non-Georgian, Chechen origin
of the Tsova-Tush. He fears this narrative could become another
“mine” aimed at undermining Georgia. Furthermore, he suggests that
the interests of the Russian border guards also included exploring
the possibility of inciting “Tushetian separatism” and organising
“ethnographic sabotage”.?

Although the article does not specify the villages in question, it is
evident that the reference is to Chero and Intsukhi. As for the claim that
schools were opened under the Russian Ministry of Education in these
villages, the reliability of this information remains doubtful.

The above-mentioned villages are also touched upon in A.
Aslanishvili’s 1998 publication: “On the border with Dagestan, on our
side, there are two villages: Chero and Intsukhi, inhabited by the Didoi
(Tsez people). These are small villages, with a total of 7 households living
in both, 35-40 people, but not seasonally like the Tush, but permanently.
On the map of the General Staff of the Soviet Army from the 1980s, this
place is also indicated as the territory of Georgia, but the villages are
marked as uninhabited. Nearby, there is a marker hammered into the
rock in 1920 indicating that this is the border of Georgia. Until 1952, the
Diklo collective farm had livestock in these villages, and the Didoi tended
them in the summer. Diklo collective farm was absorbed by Kvemo

1 Gamtsemlidze D., Ibid.
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Alvani, and the Tush abandoned this place. The Didoi gained strength,
and this territory and border of Georgia are being disputed now”.*

From the publication, we learn that during A. Aslanishvili’s stay in
Tusheti, a census of the local population was conducted. The general
population census in Georgia was scheduled for January 1999; however,
in high-mountain and hard-to-reach settlements, legislation permitted a
preliminary local census to be carried out during a season suitable for the
procedure. This was also the case in the Omalo community council, which
comprised ten villages. Owing to the unresolved situation, however, the
census commission refrained from entering Chero and Intsukhi.

A.Aslanishvili writes: “It is true that, like many villages in Tusheti,
Chero and Intsukhi are classified as uninhabited and therefore are not
included in the list of officially registered villages of the Omalo Community
Council. Yet, despite this, they are in fact inhabited. They invited
Teimuraz Beridze (then Chairman of the State Department of Statistics —
N.J.), and knowing in advance that he would come, they also summoned
a representative from those villages, Maksuma from Dido, who spent
the entire day riding on horseback over rocky terrain to reach Omalo
(since there is no road to Chero and Intsukhi, only a footpath).The daring
Maksuma showed his ID card (produced to the highest standard, with
colour photographs), which stated on behalf of the Dagestani authorities
that Maksuma Such-and-Such was the head of the administration of
the villages of Chero and Intsukhi of the Khushet Community Council
of the Dagestan ASSR of the RSFSR. There was no point in arguing with
Maksuma! ‘Fine with me, sir... but check about this “up there,” and until
then don’t come for the census, lest the people revolt,” he apologised,
and added with a chuckle: ‘This is our land.””

Teimuraz Beridze found the most pragmatic solution. It was decided
that Maksuma, as village headman, would compile a list of the names,
dates of birth, and occupations of the residents of these villages and
pass them on to Sergo Sulakauri, director of the agro-tourism company

1 Aslanishvili A., Tusheti is More than Sheep and Dollars, newspaper Sakartvelos
Respublika #252, Thilisi 1998, p.6.
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Tusheti in Omalo.”?

In 2003, at the meeting of border representatives of Georgian and
Russian border guards, an agreement was reached according to which
the territories around Chero and Intsukhi would be guarded jointly by
Georgian and Russian border guards in turns, on a 10-day rotation basis.

According to the narrator, “Until 2003, we controlled the territory
of Chero and Intsukhi, but after 2003, the Russians took over. The Didoi
had dug a pit in the ground down from Chero and placed charcoal as a
boundary in it, in other words, they moved the border” (Field material,
Omalo 2024).

In 2006, an incident occurred between Georgian and Russian
border guards, after which the authorities decided to stop patrolling
there.? After the “Rose Revolution”, in the area surrounding the Mount
Diklo in Tusheti, Russia actually arbitrarily moved the border by 3 km and
occupied 24 sq. km.?

The Russian-language weekly socio-political newspaper Chernovik
of the Republic of Dagestan published an article by journalist M.
Shakhbanov — New Problems of Old Khushet . According to the author,
the case concerns one of the most pressing problems for the residents
of Khushet, which they faced after the collapse of the USSR, and which
the letter, published in the republican newspaper Khiakyikyat on behalf
of the entire community of the village of Khushet. Shakhbanov writes
that, according to the borders drawn in Soviet times, half of the lands
that had belonged to the people of Khushet and their ancestors from
time immemorial, remained part of Georgia. The author notes that the
Khusheti community, in addition to the main village, includes several
settlements on these lands; here common is khutor (farmstead) system
of settlement, with the farmsteads located far from each other. Two
of these settlements - Chero and Intsuki (Ibtsokh) are completely, and
Kivon (Kion) is partially, within the new borders of Georgia. There are
4 households in Chero, 7 in Intsukhi, and several families in Kivon.

1 Ibid
2 Kvakhadze A.,lbid.
3 Areshidze M., Ibid, p. 41
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The residents of Khushet claim these lands as their property, and all
sources and data confirm the legitimacy of their claim. As an example,
Shakhbanov refers to the scientific work of German alpinist and
geographer Gottfried Merzbacher (who visited these places in 1892),
where he talks about the Avars living in Chero, and the border between
Avars and Tusheti is fixed between the village of Chero in Khushet and
the village of Diklo in Tusheti. According to the author of the publication,
the existence of the border fortress of the Tush, Dzveli Galavani, also
confirms that these lands belonged to the Dagestanis. This fortress and
several buildings around it are located on a mountain ridge, near the
only path connecting Avaria and Tusheti, between Georgian Diklo and
Avarian Chero; Dzveli Galavani fortress protected the Georgian ethnic
group from the attacks of the Avarian tribes of Nutsal and Unkratl.
Fortresses were usually constructed on the border between lands, not
in the middle, so this fortress also serves as a “border fortress” between
Dagestan and Tusheti. The author notes that although only about 100
people live in this area today, from time immemorial, the people of
Khushet grazed their flocks of sheep on these lands, which were their
only source of livelihood. The best lands and forests of the split-into-
two Khushet community are currently on the Georgian side, while the
community centre and... bare rocks are on the Russian side. Therefore,
along with the absence of roads and all other benefits of civilisation, the
rural population is left without the land necessary for farming.?

This article, as noted above, was written in 2005—at a time when
Georgian border guards still patrolled the territories around Chero and
Intsukhi, and Russia had not yet unilaterally shifted the border. One
phrase in the article is particularly noteworthy: “half of the lands, which
from time immemorial belonged to them and their ancestors (i.e., the
Dido people), according to the borders marked in Soviet times, remained
part of Georgia.”The assertion that these Georgian lands belonged to the
Dido people since ancient times represents an explicit attempt to falsify
history. However, the subsequent statement leads us to the opposite

1 Shakhbanov M., New Problems of Old Khushet, newspaper Chernovik 2005-06-10 22
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conclusion: according to the borders drawn during the Soviet period, the
lands that had originally belonged to Khushet remained within Georgia.

Logically, land cannot “remain” part of a country if it has never
belonged to it. The land “remained part of Georgia,” which means that
it was Georgian territory before. The author should instead have used
a formulation such as “the land ended up”, which would have more
convincingly supported his argument regarding the alleged loss of
Dagestani territories in favour of Georgia as a result of biased Soviet-era
border delimitation.

We find similar illogical claims in the 2017 monograph “On the
History and Ethnography of the Avars” authored by Sh. Khapizov and
S. Galbatsev. The book presents a list of settlements in the historical
region of Tusheti (along the administrative border between Georgia SSR
and Dagestan ASSR) and their ethnic composition (according to the 2002
general population census for Georgian settlements and the author(s)’
field expedition data from 2008 for Avar settlements). The population
of the villages in Tusheti is almost 100 per cent Georgian, while Chero,
Intsukhi and Kivon (I have not encountered the latter in Georgian
literature or in relevant materials available to me) are populated only
by the Avars.

One chapter of the monograph presents data on the population of
the Avar-inhabited villages: Chero had 5 households with a total of 15
residents; Intsukhi had 4 households with 9 residents; and Kivon had
7 families with 16 residents. The authors also discuss the etymology of
the village names within the Khushet community: Chero (ulep in Avar)
means “roasted grain,” possibly referring to a semi-finished product
used for oatmeal porridge; Intsukhi (MHUyx® in Avar) translates as “at
the source”; the origin of the toponym Kivon remains unclear.

According to Georgian specialists, “Chero is a Georgian border
term meaning ‘to take possession of a place.” A similar term appears
on the other side of Tusheti, on the route toward Chechnya. Although
no village exists there, a traditional border checkpoint once operated
at that location, controlling and guarding the Thebulo passage—hence
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the name Chero. The winter passage from Intsukhi to Khushet is called
Cherekhi; there is also a border checkpoint there, situated near a cliff
(cher-ekhi, with ekhi meaning ‘rock’). Intsukhi is interpreted as ‘a place of
sorrow’it is a place isolated from Diklo, which is very difficult to get to.”*

If we accept the Dagestani etymology of Chero, a logical question
arises: why would a checkpoint on the Georgia-Chechen border bear
a Dagestani name meaning “roasted grains” used as a semi-finished
product for oatmeal porridge? The narrator provides interesting material
on this issue:

“We had some problems in Dagestan—our horses were stolen—so
| went there. The Dido people tried to convince me that Chero is a Dido
word, that it comes from there. It seemed as though the Russians had
already ‘prepared’ them. They could not have had such information on
their own. When the Russian border commission presented this claim,
the Dagestanis learned about it for the first time; before that, they had
never even heard of it. And now they are explaining to me that it is a
Dagestani word!”(Field material, Omalo, 2024).

The afore-mentioned work states: “The Land Commission of the
Caucasian Viceroyalty of the Russian Empire, investigating this issue,
concluded that ‘the Chero tract and Mount Hai, which had previously
belonged to the Khusheti people and constituted their undisputed
property, were assigned for use by the land surveyor to the residents
of Diklo and Shenako.” However, the authors then present an entirely
illogical conclusion: they claim that, therefore, the dispute was resolved
in favour of the Khusheti Avars—who indeed had farms in this area—yet
these lands subsequently became part of the Georgian SSR and later of
independent Georgia.”

In this section, the logical line of reasoning presented by the
authors is again disrupted: Chero and Intsukh originally belonged to the
Khushet Avars —as a result of the dispute, they were transferred for
use to the inhabitants of Diklo and Shenako—the dispute was allegedly
resolved in favour of the Khusheti Avars— the lands ultimately ended up

1  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6wZq4QynHE
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within Georgia. This chain of assertions contradicts itself at every step,
revealing the lack of internal logic in the authors’ argument.?

As the authors write, in total, there are 2,600 hectares of pasture
and hayfields on the disputed territory, as well as several hectares of
arable land. Before the collapse of the USSR, this territory was actively
used by the Khushet people, without any conflict with the Tush. simply
because at that time the administrative border between the Georgian
SSR and Dagestan ASSR was drawn based on the topographic map,
without considering the real spatial situation. While this circumstance
caused no difficulties in Soviet times, today it has become a subject of
dispute between the states. After the collapse of the USSR, regardless
of the existing borders, the population had communication with the
rest of Dagestan, but after tightening the border control on 7 March
2003, these contacts were almost completely severed. This created
additional difficulties for the Avars living on farms, as it is a several-
hour drive along dangerous paths to the first, more or less large
settlement in Khushet, and another 96 km from there to the regional
centre of Aghval.?

As mentioned above, after the “Rose Revolution”, Russia arbitrarily
moved the border, and Chero and Intsukhi fell into Russian-controlled
territory; thus, the movement for the residents of these villages to
Dagestan was not restricted in any way, nor was there any condition for
breaking contacts with the Dagestani world, especially at the publication
time of this book (2017). Intentional or unintentional distortion of
historical or real facts in such publications or works creates a favourable
basis for the third power to implement its geopolitical plans.

1 Mo3emenbHasA KOMWUCCUA KaBKa3CKOro HaMecTHMYecTBa PoccuiicKol nmnepum,
paccnenoBaBLUas 3TOT BOMPOC, NpULLAA K BbIBOAY, YTO «ypouuiie Yepo u ropa
Xai, paHblle nNpuUHagNeXKaBlIME, XYLWETUHLAM COCTaBaABWKNE OeccnopHyto
CcOBCTBEHHOCTb WX, 3emiemep OTAAn B WCNONb30BaHWE KuTenam [Aukno u
LLleHako». CooTBETCTBEHHO Crnop 6bli1 pelweH B NOAb3y XYLWETCKUX aBapLies,
MMEBLUMX B 3TON MECTHOCTM XyTOpa, OAHAKO MO34HEE OHM BCE YKEe OKa3a/IuCb B
coctaBe py3suHckoin CCP, a no3s:e - HesaBucumolt Mpysuu..

2 Khapizov Sh.M., Galbatsev S.M. On the History and Ethnography of the Avars
(research and materials), Makhachkala 2017, pp. 33-34
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Today, the village of Diklo hosts a Georgian border police
checkpoint, which remains operational even during the winter months.
On the Russian side, a border checkpoint is maintained at the Sarmageli
Pass. Russian border guards have not been observed patrolling the areas
of Chero and Intsukhi, and Russian troops do not permit Dagestanis to
enter without prior authorisation. To avoid potential provocations from
the Russian side, Georgian border guards generally restrict Georgian
citizens from crossing beyond the boundaries of old Diklo. For instance,
in 2017, a tourist was denied permission to hike to Chero and Intsukhi.
This issue, however, remains unresolved.

Empirical evidence, corroborated by historical sources and scholarly
literature, allows us to assert with confidence that these villages belong
to Georgia. This conclusion is further substantiated by cartographic data
from both the Russian Empire and the Soviet period, which consistently
confirm their inclusion within Georgian territory.!

2, THE KHUNZI PEOPLE OF KVARELI DISTRICT, AVARO-KAKHETI ROAD

As noted above, the compact settlements of Dagestanis in Kvareli
district pose nothreat of separatism orirredentism; however, it cannot be
excluded that a third power might, if necessary, attempt to use them for
its own political purposes. A similar practice already existed in Georgia-
Dagestan relations in the Soviet epoch in the 1930s, 1950s-1960s, 1990s,
which continued to manifest itself from time to time, even after the
collapse of the Soviet system.

The political situation in Georgia during Zviad Gamsakhurdia’s
period, i.e., the late 1980s - early 1990s, which was further exacerbated
by xenophobic propaganda and provocative actions targeting non-
Georgian groups by the forces seeking unrest in the state, forced some of
these groups to leave Georgia. One of the monographs published by the

1  Topographic maps from the Soviet period can be viewed at: https://za7gorami.ru/
img/karty-gruzii/topo-karta-gruzii-13.html;  https://za7gorami.ru/img/karty-gruzii/
karta-tushetii-gruziya.html
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European Centre for Minority Issues (ECMI) notes that the early years of
independent statehood were marked by a growing alienation of national
minorities from the state and a widespread sense of insecurity among
the country’s non-Georgian population.! Part of the representatives of
non-titular ethnic groups mainly migrated to Russia or to their historical
homeland. In the early 1990s, a large part of the Avars living in Kvareli
district immigrated to Dagestan, Russian Federation. By that time,
Tkhilistsqaro — one of the four Avar villages here — had been completely
depopulated, while in the other villages, mostly elderly residents
remained.

One of the documents of the Centre for Social Justice reads: “In
the 1990s, chauvinistic statements directed against the Avar community
created a tense environment on ethnic grounds. In their interviews,
elderly respondents recall that the government at the time actively
sought to clear the villages of Avars and settle Georgian families there.
To this end, financial incentives were offered, while simultaneously harsh
living conditions were imposed on the Avar residents (blocking access to
villages, banning the import of food, etc.). A resident of Tivi recounts:
‘During Gamsakhurdia’s time, everything was closed; there were pickets,
and people were not allowed to drive. There was a shortage of bread.
Twenty cars were parked at the entrance to the village, and we were not
allowed in. We were told we had to leave. Some did leave. Once, while
driving to Akhalsopeli to buy bread, we were stopped on the road and
everything was taken from us. Many of our people left then. Tkhiltsqaro
completely emptied; now only Georgians live there.” ?

According to the respondent from Chantliskure, “in the 1990s, there
were talks about our deportation. Gamsakhurdia said, “Everyone should
go to their own homeland!” In the 1990s, there was a lot of fear. There
were constant shouts: “Go away, know your place!” At that time, at
least 40 per cent of the population left both Tivi and Saruso. The entire

1  Trier T., Turashvili M., Resettlement of the Persons Displaced Due to Ecological
Reasons: Solving the Existing Problems or Creating New Ones? Eco-Migration in
Georgia 1981-2006. ECMI-Monograph, No. 6, August 2007, p. 51.

2 Nodia G., ibid, pp.8-10
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village of Tkhilistsqaro was resettled, but we stayed...”” There was no
money; otherwise, we would also have left. There was a period when
we were harassed. There are no problems now, only peace and mutual
understanding. “(Field material, Chantliskure 2025).

The situation related to the Lezgins in the Kvareli district in the
1980s-1990s is discussed in the works of E. Kapustina, I. Karpov and D.
Ramazanova; the authors note that the motive for the conflict between
Georgians and the Dagestani community was the murder of a local
Georgian shepherd, for which two Lezgins were accused. It is noted that
the situation became particularly tense, as the slogan “Georgia for the
Georgians” became widely voiced. On 14 June 1990, armed Georgian
formations blockaded the Avar villages of Tivi, Saruso, and Chantliskure.
For a week, these villages were cut off from the outside world, the Lezgins
were demanded to leave the territory of Georgia. Authorities at the
district and republic-wide levels were unable to normalise the situation,
which sparked widespread resonance in Dagestan. Delegation, headed
by Sh. Ramazanov arrived in Kvareli district from Dagestan. As a result
of the negotiations, the blockade was lifted, although contradictions still
existed. The Georgian side demanded that Georgians also be settled
in Lezgin villages and that teaching the Georgian language be made
obligatory in schools. Amidst the continuing violence and discord, in April
1991, an agreement was signed between Georgia and Dagestan on the
organised resettlement of Lezgins from Kvareli district to the Dagestan
ASSR. Under the terms of the agreement, both parties were to ensure
the resettlement of 4,000 people (over 600 families) between May 1991
and May 1994. The Georgian side was to pay full compensation to the
residents in exchange for buildings, perennial plants, and other primary
and auxiliary means of production, as well as cover relocation expenses
and provide transportation. The Dagestani side was to develop a program
and ensure the settlement of people in Dagestan. Relevant resolutions
were adopted, both at the republican and federal levels, providing
for financial assistance to the migrants and the provision of housing,
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schools, and infrastructure.! But the resettlement process dragged on. In
turn, Dagestan (and, in fact, the Russian Federation behind it) deprived
the Georgian side of the right to lease the pastures in the Kizlar zone.
After the agreement came into force, about 200 families were resettled
in Dagestan, and the Georgian side lost 100,000 hectares of pastures
(one-third of their total area). However, already in the autumn of the
same year, these processes were frozen; the Georgian side demanded
the right to lease pastures in Dagestan.

As the authors note, by 1996, only a part of the Avars had moved
to Dagestan on their own; the Georgian side was unable to provide
them with compensation. The economic crisis and lack of federal
funding significantly hampered the implementation of the program.
Many families in Kvareli district found themselves in difficult social
conditions: lack of schools, health service and basic infrastructure
was a daily reality for them. By 2000, the situation had not changed
significantly. Of more than 4,000 Avars in Kvareli district, approximately
2,000 remained there. Their villages were administratively subordinate
to Georgian communities; local self-government did not exist. The issues
of citizenship, unfair land distribution and compulsory military service
for young people were acute; there was no gas, no medical facilities,
the population was supplied with electricity only for 2-3 hours a day,
children did not receive educational literature in schools; pensions and
social assistance were not provided.?

| would also like to note that in the first years after the collapse of
the Soviet Union, such a situation was typical not only for the Dagestani

1 Kapustina E.L, Karpov Yu.Yu., The Kvareli Avars in the 20" Century. Electronic
library of the Peter the Great Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography of
the Russian Academy of Sciences (Kunstkamera). https://lib.kunstkamera.ru/
files/lib/978-5-88431-187-7/978-5-88431-187-7_08.Pdf. 2010; Ramazanova
D., Doomed to Resettle: Kvareli Issue in the Decisions of the Authorities in the
Soviet and post-Soviet periods, Journal, Izvestiya of Dagestan State Pedagogical
University. Social Sciences and Humanities, 2011, file: file:///C:/Users/admin/
Downloads/obrechennye-na-pereselenie-kvarelskiy-vopros-v-resheniyah-
vlastey-v-sovetskiy-i-postsovetskiy-periody%20(2).pdf

2 Kapustina E.L., Karpov Yu.Yu., ibid p.127.
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community, but also for other non-Georgian communities in Georgia.
In general, the entire population of Georgia suffered the consequences
of the collapse of the Soviet system, regardless of autochthony and
ethnicity. The position of the authors of the afore-mentioned works,
that the Dagestani community in Georgia was oppressed and did not
have support from the Georgian state, is exaggerated, since at that time
the entire population of the country was “oppressed” equally.

The afore-mentioned document of the Centre for Social Justice
states that the period of pressure on the Avar community lasted for
about a year. Several cases of burning of Avar houses are mentioned,
although there was also a suspicion that they were burned by the Lezgins
themselves as a protest against the deportation. It also says that both
the activists from Thilisi and residents of neighbouring Georgian villages
participated in the anti-Avar demonstrations (Lezgin narrators note that
local people were more active in the riots than those from Thilisi — N.J.).
The document also states that some residents of Georgian villages helped
the Lezgins and supplied them with food during the blockade. Typically,
the Avars moved to Dagestan, where relatives or, at least, an ethno-
culturally native environment awaited them. In most cases, they did
not sell their houses in Kvareli district and started returning to Georgia
after the situation stabilised. Those who more or less successfully built
a life in the Russian Federation never returned, although they retained
their ancestral homes.! As the locals say, “Those who left have already
settled down there, they don’t want to come back anymore. Some are
in Moscow, some in Dagestan. They are better off, have more income,
what do they want here?” (Field material, Chantliskure, 2025).

Even though there were no serious interethnic tensions in
independent Georgia, these events significantly contributed to the
emergence of mistrust between the communities. The incidents
involving the Lezgins of Kvareli from that period are remembered as an
expression of state policy rather than as a confrontation between local
communities.

1 Ibid.
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Representatives of the Avar community consider Zviad
Gamsakhurdia to be the person who wanted and initiated their
expulsion from Georgia. The catchphrase attributed to him, “Georgia for
Georgians,” turned into a tool of anti-Georgian propaganda. Although
Zviad Gamsakhurdia later noted that this slogan did not belong to him
and his policy never supported discrimination against non-Georgians,*
but the Russian/Dagestani propaganda press of the time referred
precisely to this expression. For example, well known is the statement
made by Vazif Meylanov, Dagestani human rights activist and political
figure, before the Council of the Human Rights Conference [“Vilnius-
Leningrad 1990”]. The statement reads: “The first protests against the
Avars began on 14 June 1990, during a rally of thousands. In the Georgian
village of Akhalsopeli, Gamsakhurdia, under the slogan “Georgia for the
Georgians, publicly advocated the “expulsion of the Avars from Georgian
lands.” In addition, Gamsakhurdia began to publicly insult and punish
the district leaders who had sold lands to the Avars or helped them solve
their economic and communal problems. Interesting is Gamsakhurdia’s
other statement, made during the same rally: “People may come to you
and say: ‘The Dagestanis are our brothers’ — send them away.” After
these statements, not a single Georgian living next to the Avars would
dare to help or protect them. After the June 14 rally, the village of Tivi
was besieged at night, and a seven-day blockade started, followed by
continuous Georgian-Avar clashes and a local purge. As a result of brief
clashes, Georgians managed to completely evict the Avars (approximately
100 people) from the village of Tkhilistsqaro”.

In his speech, V. Meylanov discredits Gamsakhurdia and compares
him to Saddam Hussein.? E. Abrahamyan shares the same narrative.?
Meylanov’s anti-Georgian sentiments are also evident in his series of

1 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2943264382592863

2 MeylanovV., History: Gamsakhurdia: “Cleanse Kvareli from the Avars, 2007!
Available at: https://kvkz.ru/history/332-amsakhurdia_zachistit_kvareli_ot_
avarcev.html

3 Abramyan E., The Kvareli Avars: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow (the cycle "National
Minorities of Transcaucasia"), www.regnum.ru/news/815707.html].
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publications: Another Sky. The False Stereotypes of Russian Democracy.?

The fact is that in the 1990s, xenophobic sentiments towards ethnic
minorities in Georgia were largely provoked by external forces seeking to
destabilise the country. Publications like those by Meylanov, Abramyan,
and others are examples of the anti-Georgian propaganda taking place
in the academic space.

The topic of the Avars living in Kvareli was again connected with
the security issue of our state later, in the post-Soviet period. One of
the publications of Human Rights from 22 February 2006 concerned the
issue of dual citizenship of the Lezgins living in the villages of Kvareli
district. The publication wrote that, along with Georgian birth certificates
and identity cards, they also had Dagestani documents, which they
had obtained with the help of Omar Davudov, a gynaecologist sent
from Dagestan to the village of Chantliskure. Allegedly, at the request
of the local population, he was sent to Chantliskure by Makhachkala
district administration several years earlier and received a salary from
Dagestan. Davudov assisted Avar women in childbirth in his apartment
at alow cost and, for a fee, provided the newborns with birth certificates
issued in Bezhta. According to Georgian legislation, a person’s place of
birth is defined as the administrative territory where the birth occurs;
therefore, the babies born in Chantliskure also received Georgian birth
certificates and were granted dual citizenship. According to a then-
member of the Chantliskure village council, quoted in the publication:
“Omar Davudov may not have had an official license to practice
medlicine, yet he provided services to people at a reduced price, and local
officials believed that prohibiting him from doing so would cause serious
problems with the Lezgin community.” Residents viewed the granting of
Dagestani citizenship to newborns positively: “Many cannot afford to
pay for medical services, so they prefer to give birth at home. Afterwards,
they apply to Omar Davudov for a birth certificate. What is wrong with
that? There are 30—40 pupils in the Chantliskure school who received

1 Meylanov V., Another Sky. False Stereotypes of Russian Democracy. Available at:
https://lib.ru/POLITOLOG/mejlanow.txt
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their birth certificates in Dagestan and, after graduating, continue
their studies there.” The authorities were certainly aware of Davudov’s
presence and activities in Chantliskure. With Dagestani documents,
Lezgins from Kvareli could cross the Georgia—Dagestan border without
difficulty. At that time, many elderly people in Chantliskure lived
without registration. 3-4 people in a family of five were registered in
Dagestan and received their pension there. However, some also had
dual citizenship. Children were enrolled in Chantliskure primary school
with the certificates issued in Dagestan. The publication also notes that
in those years, along with smuggled goods, the Kvareli Lezgins would
also smuggle drugs from neighbouring Dagestan. As for the structures
responsible for the problems at the time, they claimed that they were
not aware of the situation in the Avar community. 13

Omar Davudov, who had been sent to Kvareli from Dagestan—
allegedly at the request of the Avar community—and who ‘issued’
Russian birth certificates and identity cards to Avars, was unlikely to
have come to Chantliskure merely out of concern for providing low-cost
childbirth services to Avar women. More plausibly, he was one of the
participants in Russia’s broader strategy to distribute Russian passports
among the populations of former Soviet republics. It is well known that
the Kremlin’s so-called ‘passportization’ policy entails the rapid issuance
of Russian passports to residents of administrative territories located
near Russia’s borders. The Kremlin employed this method to advance
its strategic objectives in Abkhazia and the so-called South Ossetia as
early as 2002—-2008; subsequently, from 2014, in Crimea; and, by the
end of 2019, in the two self-proclaimed republics of Ukraine—Donetsk
and Luhansk. The purpose of this passport policy is to formalise Russian
influence and to provide a legal basis for potential future annexation.

In researching the consequences of Russia’s occupation of the
former South Ossetia Autonomous District, | noted that this allows Russia
to have its citizens as a base on the territory that is within its sphere of

1 Mtivlishvili G., How dual citizenship used to be obtained in Kvareli, HumanRights.
ge, 2006, February 22, available at: http://www.humanrights.ge/index.
php?a=main&pid=6066&lang=geo
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geopolitical interests; they do not hide that this would be a possibility
for annexation, one of the ways for expanding the “Russian world”.*!*
Russia may bring its citizens into Georgia, orchestrate a provocation, and
then, under the pretext of protecting them, undertake radical measures,
including the deployment of troops. Today, a portion of the Kvareli
Lezgins hold dual citizenship; however, the direct road from Akhalsopeli
to Dagestan is currently closed, direct contacts have been severed, and
residents must enter Dagestan through Lars or Baku.

It should be noted that at that time, the Russian Federation’s
Republic of Dagestan openly interfered in Georgia’s jurisdiction,
exerting control over the fate of Georgian citizens and making decisions
concerning various aspects of their daily lives. Unfortunately, for reasons
unknown to us, the Georgian side remained content with the role of a
passive observer.

The Decree of the President of the Russian Federation of 22 June
2006 approved the program promoting voluntary resettlement of the
compatriots living outside the Russian Federation (this program is still in
effect today).? It was aimed at returning to Russia those who remained
outside the Russian Federation after the collapse of the USSR and
wished to live in Russia. Support and assistance in the implementation of
this program were provided by the organisation “Rossotrudnichestvo.”
This information was confirmed by the Dagestan News Agency, the
Dagestan branch of the Federal Migration Service of Russia, and
members of the Lezgin community.? On 22 February 2008 —exactly two
years later—reports surfaced indicating that a mass resettlement of

1 Jalabadze N., The Ossetians of Kazbegi District in the Context of Georgian-Ossetian
Relations, Thilisi 2019, p.85; Nozadze M., Russia, Now Will Attempt to Annex
Post-Soviet Countries Through Total Passportization, 2017, Available at: https://
for.ge/view/47230/ruseTi-amJamad-postsabWoTa-qveynebis-anegsias-totaluri-
pasportizaciiT-Seecdeba.html

2 Program for the Return of Compatriots to Russia. About the program see: https://
ruvek.mid.ru/relocation/#!;Program_for_the_return_of_compatriots_to_Russia

3 Mtivlishvili G. , Mass Resettlement of the Lezgins from Kvareli to begin in May,
HumanRights.ge, 2008, February 22, available at: http://www.humanrights.ge/
index.php?a=text&pid=7011&lang=geo
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Lezgins from Georgia’s Kvareli district to Dagestan was being planned,
with implementation expected to begin in May. The stated rationale
for this relocation was the community’s untenable living conditions in
Georgia. At the time, Georgian government agencies had received no
official communication regarding the process; nevertheless, accounts of
ongoing negotiations circulated informally.

The program gave new hope to the Lezgins of Kvareli. A ‘relocation
committee’ was formed, consisting of about ten representatives from
all three villages, with delegates from Chantliskure showing the greatest
initiative. The committee began preparing the documents required
for resettlement and reviewing possible programs. The Avars were
motivated by the prospect of financial assistance and state benefits.
They expressed a desire to move to Dagestan; however, the Dagestani
government stated that, under the terms of the interstate agreement, it
was prepared to provide them with other forms of support but would not
accept their resettlement in Dagestan. At the same time, Georgian media
reported that the Lezgins had received an offer from the authorities of
the Republic of Dagestan to relocate there. As one account recalled:
“We were really offered to resettle in Dagestan. Back last September
we were informed that the relevant service of Makhachkala district had
already sent to Moscow an official request regarding our resettlement
from Georgia to Dagestan, to which they did not refuse. We also want to
move to Dagestan because the conditions are better there. Actually, here
we live in very bad, unbearable conditions, and nobody pays attention to
us. As we know, our relocation process will begin in May.” !

In exchange for relocation to Dagestan, the Russian authorities
offered the Lezgins two locations: Tyumen and Lipetsk districts. The
residents of all three villages wanted to settle together; disputes arose
over the choice of relocation site, and the problem became so acute that
the Chantliskure community (jamaat) actually split into two parts. One
group favoured the Tyumen district, believing it offered better conditions
for cattle breeding. Supporters of the Lipetsk district were drawn by its

1 Mtivlishvili G., idem.
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favourable climate and proximity to Moscow. Disagreements, however,
prevented a final decision, and the relocation did not take place.” In
fact, following Dagestan’s refusal, no further groups of Kvareli Lezgins
expressed willingness to move to Russia.

Here, certain suspicions arise from the fact that, in February 2008—
just months before the August war—the Kremlin was simultaneously
planning the relocation of the Kvareli Lezgins and the construction of
the Avaro-Kakheti road.

In early February 2008, Russian President Vladimir Putin personally
visited the military base in the mountains of Dagestan and inquired about
the possibility of building a road across the Mushak Pass, as well as how
convenient it would be to move military equipment in this direction.
According to military officials, heavy equipment, including tanks, would
be able to pass from Dagestan into Georgia without difficulty. He stated:
‘This road passes through Tsumadin District ... which borders Georgia,
and this will constitute another corridor leading into Georgia.” *

In response to this fact, an interview with a military expert I.
Aladashvili was published in February 2008, where he noted that
Russia’s initiative to build a road connecting Dagestan and the Kakheti
region could put Georgia’s security at risk in the long run. He expressed
suspicion that the Kremlin’s goal behind the reconstruction of the road
on the Mushak Pass was not economic, but military-political interests.
He cited the Psou Bridge and the Roki Tunnel as examples, which
caused serious problems for Georgia’s territorial integrity and therefore
considered it unacceptable to repeat the same mistake.?

The project to build a road on the Avaro-Kakheti section was under
consideration from the mid-19' century, and from the time of Tsarist
Russia, it was considered strategically important, both from a military
and economic point of view; its construction began three times (in 1860,
1885, 1891), but various wars and political events halted the process. In
the late 1980s, construction of the road was resumed on the initiative

1 Military expert speaks out against new road with Dagestan available at https://
old.civil.ge /geo/article.php ?id= 17525
2 lbid.
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of local Dagestani representatives, but in 1997, the Russians opened a
border checkpoint on the Georgia-Russia border, and the issue with the
road was soon closed. The planned highway crosses the main watershed
of the Caucasus from the Bezhta district of Dagestan and connects to the
existing dirt road in the Kvareli municipality. This section is located at the
lowest point of the Caucasus Range; this allows for the road to function
smoothly throughout all seasons, making it more efficient.!

The need to build the Avaro-Kakheti road became particularly urgent
for Moscow after the 2008 war. V. Putin and D. Medvedev repeatedly
noted the need for a new land route directly connecting Dagestan and
Georgia, which would make it possible to move from Russia to Georgia
and the Black Sea. At the opening ceremony of the Gimri automobile
tunnel in October 2012, D. Medvedev announced that the construction
of the Avaro-Kakheti road would be actively launched in the near future.
In 2013, the government of Dagestan officially raised the issue, and in
July 2014, a round table discussion was held in Makhachkala dedicated
to the construction of the Avaro-Kakheti road; it was planned to build
a 95-kilometre highway, 25 bridges and 5 tunnels, the cost of which
was estimated at 30 billion rubles. In 2015, Russia began the gradual
rehabilitation and expansion of the road on its side of the border, without
Georgia’s consent.” The sections from Gidmost to Antsukh have already
been paved. In 2018, it was extended to Kosob, and in 2019-2020, the
work was planned on the Antsukh-Bezhta section.

In experts’ opinion, the main idea of the Avaro-Kakheti road
project was to connect the Caspian and Black Seas. For Russia, this route
would have obvious economic benefits, as it would connect its ports
and Dagestan to Georgia, Armenia, and the Black Sea. For Georgia, the
economic benefits were minimal and did not outweigh the security risks.
From a strategic perspective, experts regarded Kakhetias the “backbone”
of the country, since no road connected the region directly with Russia.
The construction of such a road would make Kakheti vulnerable and
render Thilisi more accessible from a military standpoint. Moreover, the

1 Lukianovich K., Ibid., p. 95
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route would provide Russia with an alternative highway to Armenia, an
additional link to Azerbaijan, and the potential for military use toward
Iran. Thus, the Avaro-Kakheti road was seen as serving Russia’s interests
while undermining Georgia’s security.!

In Georgian news sources of 2014 we find different opinions
on this matter; Georgian experts generally consider less acceptable
Russia’s arguments that the construction of the road has economic and
humanitarian goals, “so that Georgia can effectively fulfill the role of a
transit country and, for example, products from Armenia, a member of
the Eurasian Union, can more easily reach Dagestan and vice versa”.?
Different positions emerge within the Government team.® The then
Minister of Economics, G. Kvirikashvili, considered the project as an
alternative to the Larsi checkpoint and believed that this road would
bring economic benefits to Georgia. Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
D. Jalaghania considers the construction of the Avaro-Kakheti road
dubious under the conditions of Russian occupation. According to
some, the section of the road under construction, which is part of the
470-kilometre Makhachkala-Thilisi highway project, is located on the
Russian side, and it is up to Russia to decide what type of projects it will
carry out on its territory.*

Expert A. Kvakhadze also evaluated the issues related to the
Avaro-Kakheti road in 2014. In his view, the fact that the construction
is financed by the Russian federal budget already signals the Kremlin’s
strategic interests. The road will have three main purposes: to facilitate
a military offensive in the direction of Georgia, create an additional
transport corridor with Armenia, and encourage the Khundzi separatism
in north-eastern regions of Azerbaijan, which implies strengthening

1 Samadbegishvili S., Review of crossings and potential highways connecting
Georgia and the North Caucasus from a security and economic perspective;
available at: https://geocase.ge/ka/publications/192/ 2020.

2 Lukianovich. Ibid., p.96

3 Government team on the Avaro-Kakheti road, available at: https://tabula.ge/ge/
news/567908-mmartveli-gundis-ganskhvavebuli-pozitsiebi-avaret

4 Avaro-Kakheti Road: Threats and Opportunities, 11.12.2014, available on the
analytical media portal of the “Caucasian House” www.regional-dialogue.com
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separatist sentiments in Azerbaijan and contributing to the deterioration
of Georgia-Azerbaijan relations. A. Kvakhadze writes: “In the immediate
vicinity of the aforementioned road are Qakh, Belakan, and Zaqatala
districts of Azerbaijan, where the majority of the population is ethnic
Khundzi. There are separatist sentiments among the Khundzi, although
they do not have a direct transport connection with the Khundzi living in
Dagestan and can reach each other only via a fairly long route through
Baku. The opening of the Kakheti-Dagestan road will have the same
effect as the construction of the Roki tunnel in the 1980s.

All this will lead to the economic and political attachment of
Azerbaijani territories inhabited by the ethnic Khundzi to Dagestan,
which will increase the threat of separatism. All this will hurt Georgia-
Azerbaijan relations and threaten the strategic partnership between our
countries. We should not forget the ethnic Khundzi living in the villages of
Tivi, Chantliskure, and Saruso of Kvareli municipality, who could become
Russia’s blind weapon against Georgia.”

In the expert’s opinion, the Caucasus Range is Georgia’s natural
defense, and any attempt to “break through” it will lead to disastrous
consequences for the country.! Later, in 2017, in an interview with
Sputnik Georgia, regarding the Avaro-Kakheti road M. Areshidze stated:
“The threat may be what everyone is talking about. That is, if you ask
an ordinary citizen of Georgia, they will tell you that extremists may
invade in the South Caucasus by this road. But that’s not an argument for
me... On the positive side of this issue, every well-built road provides an
opportunity to earn money, since it is a transit road. But in a sense, if this
road is constructed, it will compete with the Georgian Military highway,
which could be forgotten”.? The topic of the Avaro-Kakheti road caused
a stir again in 2020, after the Road Construction Agency of the Republic
of Dagestan posted a new video on social media; the video featured

1 A.Kvakhadze, exclusively forthe “Free Zone” available at: http://www.fmabkhazia.
com/news/9142-daghestan-kaxethis-gza-rogorc-meore-rokis-gvirabi.html

2 TheExpert onthe Pros and Cons on the Construction of Avaro-Kakheti Road, available
at: https://sputnik-georgia.ru/20170718/Jekspert-o-pljusah-i-minusah-otkrytija-
Avaro-Kahetinskoj-dorogi-236672403.html
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the construction of the Gunib Highway-Vantlyashevsky Pass road was
progressing.

The attitude of the Kvareli Lezgins themselves towards this road
is positive. According to the narrator from Chantliskure, “We have ties
with Dagestan. 90 per cent of our people are the citizens of Dagestan.
They are hopeful about the Russians. Our children are there. If something
goes wrong, they will support us. We can’t go there from here anymore;
this is the border. It is possible to go there on horseback and come back in
one day. The border is well controlled. It is impossible to cross it illegally.
There was such a case before, and they were arrested. There are cameras
everywhere. We have relatives there. My children are also in Russia. Now
we commute through Lars.” (Field material, Chantliskure 2025).

The construction-rehabilitation of the Dagestan section of The
Avaro-Kakheti road is still actively underway on the Russian side,
and the plan is to extend it to the border with Georgia. Whether the
Georgian state will implement the Georgian part of the project or not —
in this regard, only a negative position has been expressed so far, both
by the government, opposition groups, and civil society. The reason for
this is, again, the undesirable balance between economic and security
components.!

3. THE LEZGINS OF KVARELI DISTRICT AND THE PROBLEM OF EDUCATION

Preservation of language and traditional culture of the ethnic
minorities living in Georgia is one of the priorities for our state. In
Georgia, special attention is paid to the Diasporas of the North Caucasus
peoples and their support. The National Security Concept of Georgia
states: “The languages, cultural and historical heritage of the peoples
of the North Caucasus are part of the world heritage, and concern for
their preservation and development is important for Georgia”. 2 The

1 Samadbegishvili S., ibid.
2 The National Security Concept of Georgia, available at: https://mfa.gov.ge/
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Lezgins living in Kvareli district, as representatives of our neighbouring
Dagestani people, also fall within this category.

The 2021-2030 State Strategy for Civic Equality and Integration aims
atimplementing long-term and irreversible positive changes and relevant
policies, for which it identifies five priority areas, including access to
quality education and cultural dialogue.! Certainly, their implementation
is impossible without the knowledge of the state language; therefore,
special importance is attached to the issue of the state language among
national minorities, which remains one of the main challenges for our
multiethnic country. It is noteworthy that the situation in the regions
populated by ethnic minorities is not uniform in this regard. Georgian
language proficiency among the representatives of non-Georgian ethnic
groups living in compact and isolated communities is lower than among
those living in mixed communities.

Permanent reforms implemented in the educational system in the
Soviet epoch led to a decline in the level and quality of proficiency in
the Georgian language among national minorities. In the case of the
Lezgins from Kvareli, this was compounded by their resettlement from
Georgia to the territory of Chechnya (1944), then their return to Georgia
(1957), the difficulties associated with arranging new settlements,
the transformations caused by the collapse of the Soviet Union, the
migration of some of them from Georgia in the post-Soviet period, etc.

Talks about the education of the Lezgins in Kvareli district
became possible from 1957, after the rehabilitation of the Chechens,
when the Dagestanis who returned to Georgia from exile were allocated
four spots for living in Kvareli district. At this time, a resolution of the
USSR Council of Ministers instructed the Ministry of Education of the
Republic to resolve the education issue for the school-age children of the
Avars who had settled in Kvareli district. The conducted census revealed
that there were 215 school-age children in all four villages (Chantliskure,
Tivi, Saruso, Tkhilistskaro). In primary grades, children would study in

national-security-concept
1 The 2021-2030 State Strategy for Civic Equality and Integration, p.6; available at:
https://smr.gov.ge/uploads/Files/strategiis_proeqti_12.03.2021_1.pdf
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their native language, while senior grade students would continue their
studies in the appropriate classes of the nearest Russian schools. 74
children from Chantliskure and Saruso were transferred to the schools
in the villages of Oktomberi and Akhalsopli of Kvareli district. Teachers
were selected from among the Dagestani immigrants. The Ministry of
Education was responsible for providing the educational process with
all necessary equipment. Curricula and textbooks had to be imported
from Dagestan. The children of the Dagestani immigrants were taught
primarily in Russian and, naturally, could not read or write Georgian.

In the subsequent period, until the 1970s, schools in the Avar
villages of Kakheti became Georgian-language, as a result of which
local population of that period learned Georgian and, consequently,
the integration process proceeded relatively painlessly. However, from
the 1970s, schools in the minority-populated areas of Georgia gradually
switched to teaching in Russian. The Russian language became a priority,
and due to limited proficiency in Georgian, young Dagestanis often went
to Russia for higher education. During the Soviet period, there was
free movement between the republics, and the Lezgins living in Kvareli
maintained regular connections with Dagestan. These connections
continue to this day, although the closure of the border has made mutual
travel much rarer.

From the early 1990s, due to the grave situation in the country, the
situation of the Avars living in Kvareli district gradually worsened in both
socio-economic and educational terms. The buildings of educational
institutions in all three Avar villages were in need of rehabilitation, the
schools had not received textbooks for a long time, and most of the Avar
teachers had resigned due to low wages and delayed payments.!

In this regard, Y.Karpov and E. Kapustina write:

»In the 1990s, not a single young person from Chantliskure enrolled
in Georgian higher educational institutions. Main reasons cited by the

1 Ramazanova D., Doomed to Resettlement: The Kvareli Question in Government
Decisions in the Soviet and Post-Soviet Periods, 2011, p. 8. available at: https://
cyberleninka.ru/article/n/obrechennye-na-pereselenie-kvarelskiy-vopros-v-
resheniyah-vlastey-v-sovetskiy-i-postsovetskiy-periody
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village population were: fear for their children’s lives, hostility towards
the Lezgins in Georgian society and shortcomings in the local education
system. The education level in the nine-grade school of the village is
relatively low. In the 1990s, when no teachers were sent here at all, the
villagers decided to teach themselves, despite lacking the necessary
qualifications. An electrician, who became an elementary school teacher,
still works at school. Teaching is conducted in Russian, but the children,
lacking conversational practice, practically do not understand the
language. Schoolchildren know the Georgian language, the language
of the district centre and television, but only at a conversational level.
Literary Avar language, taught by unqualified teachers, is practically
foreign to them. In addition, English is also taught according to the school
curriculum. As a result, the children know all languages badly— except
for their own, unwritten family language” *

As mentioned above, due to the situation during Gamsakhurdia’s
time, some Dagestanis from Kvareli returned to their historical homeland;
an agreement was reached between the two states to accommodate the
remaining families wishing to move from Georgia to Dagestan by 1994;
however, the process was delayed and hindered. Through the efforts
of the leaders of both states, bilateral meetings were held (1992, 1993,
1996 and 1999); joint plans were developed to eliminate the existing
difficulties and improve people’s social and economic conditions. Part of
the Avars were awaiting resettlement in the houses to be built for them
in Dagestan, as well as the creation of the infrastructure and conditions
there, which needed time. In April 1996, the Dagestan Ministry of
Nationalities presented a new concept for resolving the problem of the
Kvareli Avars. It was aimed at providing them with social protection and
determining their status during the transitional period. The document
provided forthe preservation of the status of internally displaced persons,
continuation of pensions and medical services, as well as the creation
of a special committee to organise resettlement. In terms of education,
one of the main points of the concept was to continue education in

1 Kapustina E., Karpov Yu. Ibid, p.11
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the schools of Avarian villages using the Dagestan curriculum and to
give priority to the Avarian youth when enrolling in higher educational
institutions of the Republic of Dagestan. Particular attention was also
paid to the issue of citizenship: during the transition period, the Avars
of Kvareli were to have the right to freely choose between Georgian and
Russian citizenship, as well as the opportunity to move freely between
the states. In addition, the validity of their Soviet passports and the
granting of border-zone resident status—which would facilitate their
movement between Georgia and Dagestan—were also raised as issues.?
On 1 March, 2000, a meeting was held in the government of the Republic
of Dagestan regarding the issue of the Avars living in the villages of Tivi,
Saruso, and Chantliskure of Kvareli district; it turned out that many of
the events, planned back in April 1996 had not been implemented, and
years later the same tasks were rewritten in the protocol transmitted to
the ministries and agencies of the Republic. The transitional period was
extended. In the education sector, on 24 September 2000, the Kvareli
local government and the Bezhta administration of Dagestan signed
a protocol under which Dagestan assumed responsibility for training
specialists and teachers, as well as supplying schools in Avar villages with
textbooks, teaching and demonstration materials, and other necessary
literature.?

I will not dwell on the events of the early 2000s, as they are
discussed in a separate chapter. It is worth noting, however, that
after the Rose Revolution, following a radical shift in Georgia’s state
policy and the privileging of the state language, Russian schools were
effectively abolished, and bilingual or multilingual educational programs
were introduced for smaller ethnic groups. In general, education for the
representatives of national minorities is considered a means not only
of improving their academic achievements, but also of integrating them
into society and securing employment in the labour market. According
to experts, “Multilingual education in Georgia should be perceived as an

1 Ramazanova D. lbid.
2 lbid, p.11
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effective tool of civic integration policy, which gives the representatives
of national minorities a better opportunity to master the state language
and simultaneously, ensures preservation of their mother tongues”.’”
However, it must be said that the implementation of bilingual education
in Avarian schools of the Kvareli district is hampered due to the shortage
of teachers knowledgeable in the Avar language.

Today, in all three Avar villages, there are Georgian incomplete
secondary, basic schools. Children finish 9 grades, and then, those who
want to finish secondary school continue their studies in a neighbouring
village, mainly in Akhalsopeli. According to the respondent from
Chantliskure: “There are nine-grade schools in all three Avarian villages.
These are Georgian schools. Dagestani, Khundzi/Avar languages are
taught twice a week. After the 9% grade, pupils are transferred to a
school in another village. Those determined and enthusiastic continue
their studies at the schools of Akhalsopeli. There are 111 children in
the school of Chantliskure, the village of 104 households; in the village,
we have our own language, which we refer to as the Hatola language.
We have spoken language, but no writing system. We don’t have a
kindergarten; there is only a primary school. The community unites
three villages: Chikaani, Chantliskure and Zinobiani. These villages are
in a close neighbourhood. The madrasa has been moved away from the
school; they said it is not allowed.

Children finish twelve grades in Akhalsopeli, Zinobiani and Chikaani.
There is a problem with admission to higher education. Last year, a girl
passed exams at a higher educational institution, but her parents could
not afford the payment and she had to quit. In the past, when there were
Russian-language schools, everyone went to Makhachkala to continue
their studies. Now, when they finish Georgian school, they won’t be able
to continue their studies in Dagestan. They don’t have much interest in
studying either. Upon finishing school, most young men go to work in
Poland, some in Russia. The locals who have moved to Dagestan cannot

1 Chanturia R. Integration of National Minorities through Multilingual Education,
Bilingual Education, #1, 2010, pp. 3-4.
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be taken to the war, as they are not registered; otherwise, now they take
the Dagestanis to the war” (Kvareli, the village of Chantliskure, 2025).

According to Gaji Magomedaliev, school director of the village,
Chantliskure is inhabited by the Kapuchi; the Kapuchi unite Kapuch,
Tlyadal, Bezhta, and Kalak. Mainly Tlyadal live in Chantliskure. Gaji
himself studied here until the third grade, then moved to Bezhta in
Dagestan; he studied there for eight years and graduated from the
Faculty of Chemistry and Biology in Dagestan. He came to Kvareli in
1990 and learned Georgian there. According to him, there was a Russian
school until 2008, which was converted to Georgian school. Today’s
children don’t have much interest in learning Georgian, although now
they know Georgian better.

The interview with the school director revealed that there is an
American organisation — ‘Trace of the Future’, with whose financial
support Gaji is preparing a dictionary and textbook of the Tlyadal
language: “I work for an American organisation, ‘Trace of the Future’,
in Telavi, which is funded by the Americans. Essentially, it’s the study
of our nation and language. | go there once a week, on Wednesdays,
and teach two classes. They are professors, they learn our language.
I've worked with them for 12-13 years now. We are in big trouble; we
are losing our language and are trying to save it! We’re creating the
alphabet now. Tlyadal alphabet is being created, I’'m creating it. | am
preparing a dictionary and working on this book. It is not only me, | am
being helped; we consult with our people, we invite the villagers and
discuss every word. There is zero grade in our school, and this book will
be allowed to be used there. Mother tongue is translated into the dialect
of our language, and the alphabet is in Cyrillic. There are 55 letters in the
alphabet. The letter “a” alone has four variants pronounced differently.
The Americans wanted to make the alphabet in Latin, but we did not
agree; the alphabet in Dagestan is also in Cyrillic, and they don’t like it
any other way. The Tlyadals in Dagestan don’t have a textbook either.
We’re doing this for the first time, we’re in touch with professors there,
and we specify which word is which. This textbook will also be in use
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in Dagestan, where there is more demand. A dictionary will also be
published; we have fairy tales in our language.” (Kvareli, the village of
Chantliskure, 2025).

As it turned out, the organisation “Trace of the Future” was
created in 2014 on the initiative of an international group of linguists
and specialists to collaborate with the peoples of the Caucasus for the
development and preservation of their languages and culture. The
organisation supports people in exploring and preserving the richness
and diversity of their mother tongues and cultures. Its primary focus is
on documenting and developing languages. In addition to working with
the local population, the organisation also collaborates with academic
and scientific institutions involved in the research of these languages.
They work to create language archives to preserve languages for
future generations. “Trace of the Future” creates multimedia products,
publishes materials in the languages of small nations of the Caucasus, and
also holds educational seminars. “Trace of the Future” serves as a sort of
bridge between the public and academia, offering the data and archives
of linguistic and cultural materials. The founder of the organisation is
Kathleen Seckett, a specialist in applied linguistics with several years
of experience working in the Caucasus. Publication of the textbook
and dictionary of Tlyadal is not the only project supported by “Trace of
the Future”. Magomed Rasulov, former director of the Saruso village
school, is also engaged in the same activity: “Gaji and | are involved in
the project of the American foundation ‘Trace of the Future’in Telavi; the
Americans are studying our languages. | am the first person to create the
alphabet for our language. Our alphabet is in Cyrillic. | am also working
on the dictionary and poetry. | write in the Hundzib language, and Gaji
writes in the Kapuch language. We need to save our languages; we need
funding to publish these. In Dagestan, no one is concerned about this.
Our language is more lost in Dagestan; only those in the villages know
it. Our alphabet has 70 sounds. | have created 50; only the letter “a” has
eight variants in our language, and | have left four. Our dictionary has
343 Georgian words, 467 Avar words, 257 Russian words, and 31 Arabic
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words. Russian is spoken in Dagestan. Schools there teach in Russian,
and a few hours are allocated for the Avar language. It was the same in
the past as well; they studied in Avar language until the fourth grade,
then in Russian. It is different now, in the beginning, only 4 hours in the
Avar language, the rest in Russian. Our children speak Hundzib at home,
and when they go to Akhalsopeli or Chikaani, they speak Georgian there.
The Georgian school in our village teaches 2 hours of Russian from the
fifth grade onwards; the rest is in Georgian. Our language is not taught;
there are no specialists.” (Kvareli, the village of Saruso, 2025).

The same narrator provides interesting data about the state of
language and education in Saruso: “Saruso dwellers have their own
family language. We are Hundzibs. There are only three villages in all of
Dagestan. Here, the Hundzibs mainly live in Saruso, about one hundred
families (about 450-500 people, both young and adult) in total. In Saruso,
there are three or four Kapuch families; the rest are Hundzib. Since we
live side by side, we understand each other, but our language and that
of the Kapuch are different. Gaji’s language is different from ours. The
tribes — Kapuch, Tlyadal, Bezhta, Kalak — speak Gaji’s language. Among
ourselves, we speak Kapuch—Gaji’s language. They have large villages
with numerous inhabitants; people speak the language of those who are
larger in number. For example, Svans and Georgians, Svans have their
own language, but they speak Georgian. Everybody knows Georgian.
| was school director for 30 years. Georgian was taught from the first
grade. Now there are about 50 children in the school. When people left
the village during Gamsakhurdia’s time, not all of them returned; there
were about 200 pupils in the school then. Now it is a nine-grade school,
offering two hours of Russian language from the fifth grade. Previously,
there were two hours allocated for Dagestani and Avar languages per
week. Currently, it is an entirely Georgian school. The teachers are local,
from Akhalsopeli and Kvareli. Akhalsopeli is an entirely Georgian village.
The pupils willing to study continue their studies after school. | remember
four or five pupils who continued their studies in Tbilisi and graduated
from higher schools. Earlier, when there was a Russian school, it was a bit
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difficult. Changes took place at least three times. When we first arrived,
teaching was conducted in the Avar language, later in Russian, then in
Georgian. Primary classes were in the Avar language. The teachers were
those who had finished ten classes in Dagestan. Pupils would finish four
grades and remain uneducated. Now they finish nine grades, and that’s
it.” (Kvareli, the village of Saruso, 2025).

The village of Tivi is inhabited by the Antsukhs. According to a
respondent from Saruso, “The Maarulals live in Tivi. Their language is
being taught. Some of their words are different in terms of dialect, but
they speak literary language. When | meet Tivi dwellers, | talk in Georgian
with them. We speak more Georgian and Russian with the residents of
Tivi.” (Kvareli, the village of Saruso, 2025).

Interesting is E. Kopaliani’s assessment, presented in the review
of the educational needs of small ethnic groups in Kvareli municipality.
According to the researcher, the main challenge in the educational and
social life of the Avar community is insufficient access to preschool and
informal education. The absence of kindergarten limits children’s ability
to master the Georgian language at an early age, complicating their
further education. For local children, Georgian is considered a second
language; they speak their mother tongue at home. Due to the lack of
preschool education and opportunities to learn the Georgian language
at this level, children have to overcome difficulties in learning Georgian
at the basic school level. Furthermore, the lack of a bilingual education
system also poses a threat to the preservation of the Avar language. The
locals believe that a one-hour school lesson is not sufficient to master
the Avar language. Another problem is the shortage of Avar-language
textbooks. The community itself is doing its best to collect textbooks
published in Dagestan, which is also complicated by the bureaucratic
difficulties associated with their transportation across the border.
The lack of preschool institutions also negatively impacts women’s
involvement in social and economic activities, which aggravates the
financial state of families. The residents of Tivi, where the number of
children is relatively small, are demanding that local authorities provide
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transportation for them to at least take their children to the neighbouring
village kindergarten.

The community also suffers from the absence of spaces for
socialisation and cultural exchange, hindering the integration of youth
and the development of cultural relations.

Under these conditions, it is necessary to introduce bilingual
education, improve preschool infrastructure, and promote informal
education, significantly reinforcing the community’s social integration.?

In Avarian villages, the level of women’s education and social
inclusion is limited. Families avoid the daily commute to work in other
villages, thus leaving many girls without secondary education. Families
often disregard girls’ wishes and marry them off at an early age. Economic
hardships and unemployment lead women to believe that starting a
family is the only solution. The number of young people seeking higher
education is low; many girls are unable to continue their studies due
to family opposition. Some young people choose vocational education.
Relatively more girls from Tivi continue their studies in higher education,
including some in Thbilisi or Russia; however, young Dagestanis in Kvareli
district see no opportunities for employment or development, which
forces them to choose between staying in the village and migrating.

Thus, it can be said that access to education, employment
opportunities, participation in political activities, etc., remains a
challenge for the Dagestanis in Kvareli.

1 E.Kopaliani. Overview of the needs of small ethnic groups in Kvareli Municipality,
Social Justice Centre, 2023, pp.10,13.
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CONCLUSION

The border regions of Georgia and their populations have played
and continue to play a significant role in ensuring the country’s security,
particularly in cases where non-titular ethnic groups reside in these areas.
The present interdisciplinary study of Georgia-Dagestan borderland
communities relies on historical, ethnological/ethnographic, and
geographical methodologies. Ethnographic approaches are particularly
central, as they provide an experiential, practice-oriented perspective
on everyday life in the borderland. This perspective facilitates the
conceptualisation of the border not merely as a territorial demarcation
but as a social and cultural construct. In turn, such an approach enables
a more nuanced and human-centred interpretation of the border.

The dynamics of the border zone along the Greater Caucasus
Ridge intensified markedly in the nineteenth century, following
Georgia’s annexation by the Russian Empire. In subsequent periods,
the Soviet legacy and the political realities of the post-Soviet era further
compounded these dynamics. To this day, the Georgian-Russian state
border remains undemarcated, generating risks of legal uncertainty
and potential arbitrary alterations to the boundary. As a result, certain
territorial adjustments or corrections appear unavoidable; however,
any modification of borders is regarded as highly sensitive within the
Caucasus region. Although the Georgia—Dagestan border encompasses
only a relatively limited area of contested territory, it nonetheless carries
the potential to become a source of significant tension. Accordingly, this
study provides a detailed account of the history of this border and of the
relations between the Georgian and Dagestani peoples.

Historically, mountainous Dagestan maintained close relations with
the Kingdom of Kartli, which, together with Byzantium and Caucasian
Albania, played a significant role in the spread of Christianity in the North
Caucasus. The rulers of Kartli actively employed the Lek peoples in their
struggles against external enemies, a fact clearly attested in Georgian
written sources.
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In the late Middle Ages, the initially positive character of relations
changed, and attacks on Georgia from Dagestanis became more
frequent, gradually assuming a catastrophic scale, particularly after
the strengthening of Islam. Georgians referred to this phenomenon as
Lekianoba. Lekianoba had all-encompassing negative consequences for
Georgia. In Soviet historiography, a prevailing view linked the continuous
raids on Georgia by Dagestanis to the patriarchal-feudal system of
the mountaineers, interpreted through the prism of Marxist-Leninist
ideology.

The principal economic activities of the population of Dagestan
were agriculture and animal husbandry, with agriculture predominating
in the lowlands and pastoralism in the mountainous areas. Mountain
livestock breeding was based on a shifting, transhumant system that
enabled efficient use of available food resources: herds were kept on
alpine pastures in summer and moved to lowland pastures for the winter.
This situation changed dramatically in the sixteenth century, when the
expanding Muscovite principality increasingly restricted access to the
northern steppes, which had served as summer grazing grounds for the
Dagestani highlanders, thereby compelling them to seek alternative
pastures to the south.

This period coincided with the global climatic upheavals known as
the Little Ice Age. According to numerous authoritative sources, from
the late seventeenth to the mid-nineteenth century, large parts of the
Earth experienced markedly colder conditions. Although direct evidence
is absent from historical records, it is evident that this global cooling had
a similarly adverse effect on the agricultural practices of the Caucasus
Mountain populations. It may be presumed that the deteriorating
climatic environment constrained the traditional subsistence activities
of the Dagestani highlanders, compelled them to seek livelihoods
through raids on Georgian villages, and intensified southward migration
flows. Islam became the ideological foundation of Lekianoba, with
Islamic policy grounded in ghaza (ghazavat)—military campaigns aimed
at spreading and defending the “true faith.”
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The persistent raids of the Lek tribe created severe challenges in
the eastern Georgian lowlands during the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. The mountainous regions were equally affected, as the local
populations—Tush, Pshav, and Khevsur—traditionally bore responsibility
for defending against incursions from the north. Within this context,
Tusheti found itself in a dual position: on the one hand, engaged in
violent confrontations, and on the other, constrained in its access to the
summer pastures of Kakheti. The scale and character of reciprocal attacks
between the Tush and the Dagestanis varied considerably, depending on
the organisers of these raids and the objectives they pursued.

During the Russian—Caucasian Wars, the situation changed
significantly. Weary from centuries of conflict, the Tush actively sided
with Russia in the fight against the North Caucasian mountaineers. After
the war, the Russian authorities gradually and systematically suppressed
mountaineer raiding, which led to a gradual decline in the hostilities that
had been fueled by bloody clashes between the Tush, Pshavs, Khevsurs,
and the North Caucasians. At the same time, economic relations between
the Tush and the Dagestanis increased.

The migration of the Khundz (Avars) into Georgia, which in earlier
periods had been driven primarily by economic factors, became part
of imperial policy during the Caucasian Wars and must be understood
within the broader context of the ethnodemographic mosaic established
by Russia in the Caucasus. The infiltration of the Khundz (Avars) into
Kvareli region is connected to the close political and socio-economic ties
that the Antsukh, Bejtians, and Khundzibs maintained with Kakheti, as
they intensively used this territory for pastures. By the early nineteenth
century, there was no evidence of permanent Lezgin settlements in the
area, but certain Dagestani communities sought to maintain relations
with Kakheti and to restore trade and economic links with Georgia.
Later, from the 1830s-1840s, they began to settle seasonally in the
Kvareli district, and by the 1930s to 1940s, they established permanent
residence in three villages.

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, the political situation in Georgia,
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exacerbated by the xenophobic propaganda and provocative actions
of forces seeking to destabilise the state against non-Georgian groups,
forced part of the Lezgin population in Kvareli to leave the country.
Some, however, remained in Georgia under difficult social conditions.
Subsequent attempts at resettlement by Dagestanis occurred, but these
never took an organised form. Individual families moved to Dagestan
and Russia, while still retaining their homes in Georgia. Today, most
Dagestanis in Kvareli hold dual citizenship, also possessing Russian
passports. In general, the practice of dual citizenship and the issuance of
Russian passports to border populations can be seen as part of Russia’s
broader strategic policy, aimed at increasing influence and potentially
establishing a legal basis for future annexation.

The road from Akhalsopli to Dagestan is currently blocked, cutting
off direct contact. People must now enter Dagestan via Lars or Baku. The
Kremlin has initiated the construction of the Avaro—Kakheti Road. Russia
is actively building and rehabilitating the Dagestani section, and plans
to extend it to the Georgian border. In Georgia, both the government
and opposition, as well as civil society, have expressed negative views,
mainly due to concerns about the balance between economic benefits
and security risks.

Dagestanis living in Kvareli face challenges in accessing education,
employment, and participating in political life.

Another issue concerns the ownership of the villages of Chero and
Intsukh. Historically, these Georgian villages border the Tsunta district
of Dagestan, inhabited by the Dido people, and were abandoned in the
19th century. Official Georgian maps include them in Georgia, but since
the Georgian—Russian border has not been fully delimited, their status
remains unresolved. Historical records, empirical data, and maps from
the Russian Empire and Soviet periods confirm that these villages belong
to Georgia.

Today, Dagestani settlements in Kvareli district do not pose a threat
of separatism or irredentism, though they may potentially become an
important piece on the Kremlin’s political chessboard.
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