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K. Alaverdashvili

ON THE SYMBOLISM OF ROUND DANCES ACCORDING TO
GEORGIAN ETHNOGRAPHIC DATA

In this article, round many-circled ritual dances are associated with the idea of the
whole many-storeyed Universe, which rotates around its axis mundi and penetrates the sa-
cred Center.

Every circle, as required, implies the existence of a center. As soon as the partici-
pants of the round dances describe a circle, a sacred space with its center appears inside it.
In the round dances this place is consecrated by a servant of a sanctuary with a sacred ban-
ner in his hands, or by a musician (called a tower guard) playing on a national stringed in-
strument.

A tree, a sanctuary, a tower (also a snow tower with a stick inside it), etc. can also
stay at the center of article, around which the participants perform round dances. By means
of which the center is as if materialized.

Special interest is paid to the symbolic meaning of tower, as to the symbol of center
and its association to many circled round dances, which here are compared with the
architectural construction (building).

According to the local beliefs, wrong, inaccurate or non-rhythmic performance of
round dances, as well as falling, discontinuous motions, introduced chaos 4nto the world
and consequently resulted crop-failure, cattle-plague, illness and death of people and the
reverse.

The upper circle i.e. the upper storey of the round dance or the “building” (con-
struction) is identified with the Heaven, the lower one — with the Earth. In one of the texts
of the round dances “(with) hair hung in the Heaven...” is mentioned, which accordingly
might be the means of communication between the vertically situated circles or levels of
the Universe.
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S. Bakhia-Okruashvili

TOPONIMY AND ANTHROPONIMY OF ABKHAZETI
(TERMS OF HYDRONIMIC ORIGIN)

The study of various hydronimic terms spread on the territory of Abkhazeti showed
that mixed Georgian-Abkhazian population in the far past was preceeded by homogeneous
Georgian population having the same Georgian origin.

From the late antique period concentration of the representatives of the north-west
Caucasian small ethnic groups in the far north-west Abkhazeti is viewed. From the very
beginning the Abkhazian and Adighian names appeared on the territory. Lately they were
followed by modern Abkhazian names.

It is significant that the north Caucasian names and not Abkhazian ones are mainly
peculiar to the highland. As for the Abkhazian names they were gradually spread from the
North to the South on the whole Abkhazeti territory.

Despite of Abkhasian and Adighian hydronimic terms existence on the territory of
Abkhazeti they can not witness that modern Abkhazians are aboriginal population of
Abkhazeti. According to historical sources Abkhazian terms were preceded by Georgian
ones.

The analysis of the hydronimic terms showed that migrants were easily changing
only micro-names, but the origin of macro-hydronimic terms and the names of their main
tributaries were remaining Georgian.
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L. Bitadze

ANTHROPOLOGICAL DATA OF THE ORIGIN OF CHAGMA
AND TSOVA TUSHETIANS

The investigation of anthroposcophic and anthropometric diversities and dermato-
slific peculierities of Tushetians (Chagma and Tsova) together with the similarities of the
majority of analyzed signes show the significant originality of the population. But the
revealed diversities are not of homogeneous or system character. The anthropological
‘appearance of Tushetians (Chagma and Tsova) discussed in the paper on the ground of
‘ethnic groups belonging to the Caucasioni anthropological type, shows the high scale of
likeness of the region population and is a result of not only their possible interrelations,
infiltration or migration but mainly reflects the ancient stages of ethnic history.

The anthropological data denies the possibility of the significant migration of Gligvs
in Tusheti because Tsova Tushetians have not specific likeness neither with Kists nor with
~ Chechenians or the Ingushs. They have the same likeness with Chagmas and Tsova Tushe-

tians.
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N. Mindadze

RELIGIOUS BELIEVES ABOUT THE CAUSING MATTERS
OF THE DISEASES IN GEORGIA

The traditional medicine always knows the reasons of diseases, which for the
traditional medicine are real or irreal.

The diseases as the cause of breaking of social order were mainly related to antiso-
cial elements — evil spirits. Their dwellings in the vertical dimension are the subterranean,
tl > earth, the space under the sky in the horizontal space — the surrounding world. The area
beyond “shina” — the man’s dwelling. They are infecting and have power to infect people
after sunset in so called “timeless time”. The dark period from the setting to the rising of
the sun is considered to be the period of their activities.

In the folk etiology of the diseases the fact depicting Christian and non — Christian
religious syncretisation is obvious. They depict the idea of struggle between evil and good
and the disease is considered to be a deserved punishment for committing crime or sin.

At the same time the fact should be taken into consideration that formation of
different believs in relation to various diseases was mainly determined by the peculiarities
of the symptoms of this or that disease. From the above-discussed materials it follows that
existing beliefs on the causes of diseases were formed on the basis of the system of beliefs
of Georgian population and depended on the character and symptoms of the disease.
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N. Chirgadze

FOLK TRADITIONS OF TREATMENT OF EPILEPSY
IN SAMTSKHE-JAVAKHETI

In Samtskhe-Javakheti among various nervous diseases quite valuable ethnographic
material was confirmed about the diagnostics, etiology, prophylaxis and treatment of
epilepsy.

In Georgia epilepsy was known from ancient times. According to conclusions of
medical historians in literary monument of IX-X c.c. “The life of Serapion Zarzmeli” there
is stated a note about epilepsy, where epileptic syncope is described.

The etiology, diagnostics and treatment of epilepsy are described in old Georgian
medical books (XI-XVI c.c.).

In Samtskhe-Javakheti, as in entire Georgia, epilepsy was considered to be serious,
hereditary, chronic illness.

In Samtskhe-Javakheti they believed that reasons of epilepsy were real and unreal as
well.

Surplus of blood and frightening were considered to be real reasons. Exacerbation of
the illness was connected with the new moon. The reasons that caused the illness were: ta-
king alcoholic drinks, eating to excess, heavy food, nervous tension, stress and etc. Unreal
reasons were connected with evil spirits.

Treatment of epileptic people, prophylaxis were known to many people in Sam-
tskhe-Javakheti. Treatment and prophylaxis of this illness (which was aimed to achieve
prolonged remission of the patient) was of rational kind. Prevention also had a great im-
portance (in case of frightening it was reasonable to calm a sick man, that was a kind of
psychotherapeutics. There existed folk methods of prevention of this illness, such as
keeping diet, taking no alcoholic drinks, creating quietness and periodically taking tincture
of valerian).
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N. Khazaradze
N. Bakhsoliani

"KUBABA THE GODDESS OF THE LATE HITTITE PERIOD
IN THE EASTERN ASIA MINOR KINGDOMS

The goddess Kubaba is mentioned several times in the hieroglyphic Luwian in-
scriptions together with the god Tarhunzas. She is often identified with the well-known pre-
decessor goddess Cybele-Cybela of the ancient Near East.

The name Kubaba is mostly attested in the inscriptions of kings in Karkamish (north
Syria) of the late Hittite period. However She is also known in the late Hittite kingdoms
such as Aleppo, Ancoz, Babylon, Boybaypinari, Bulgarmaden, Ciftlik, Karaburun, Kayseri,
Kululu, Malatya, Sultanhan, Tel Ahmar in the hieroglyphic — Luwian inscriptions).

The authors of hieroglyphic-Luwian inscriptions mention the goddess Kubaba in
two different (diverse) contexts: together with the entitelment and genealogy in the intro-
duction of the inscriptions and the conclusion i.e. together with the articulation of the
cursing formulae. The goddess Kubaba is considered (supposed) to be the protector, rescuer
and fertility giving deity for the authors of inscriptions.

The saved imprinted images of the goddess Kubaba on the stone relieves of Malatya
and Ancoz show great likeliness with the goddess of Cybele: the both goddesses are seated
on the throne between lions. It is Kubaba (later Cybele) that continued the traditions of the
fertility cults of the Asia Minor, which originated in the culture of Catal-Hiiytik.
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K. Khutsishvili

RELIGIOUS GROUPS IN MODERN GEORGIA

Nowaday for stable development of the Georgian society the huge importance gets a
degree of mutual adaptation of ethno-cultures and confessions. In Georgia the large influ-
ence on the public stability, the integration and cooperation between ethno-cultures and
confessions is rendered by the religion of dominant nation — Orthodoxy, which has pre-
served its place and importance in the everyday life. Georgia is the Christian country until
IV. Its population historically belongs to Orthodoxy. Till today large amount of the Christi-
ans, living in Georgia, — 83,9%, belongs to Orthodoxy. Their general share from all popula-
tion consists 83,8%, and among them ethnically Georgians are 94,7%. Orthodoxy has histo-
rically played a huge part in formation of the Georgian culture and nation. Nowadays it is
the major factor of unity of the autochthon ethoculture in a polyethnic society of a transitive
type. Except the Georgians, in Georgia to the orthodox Christianity profess a part of
Abkhazs, Ossetians, Greeks and Russians. Georgia situated on a crossroads of civilizations,
historically was the political and cultural center of region. The representatives of various
ethnic and confessional groups have used to live here and the tolerant attitude to “others”
was generated. The various religious communities always had the normal conditions for
existence here. In the Soviet period Georgia, was differed from the other republics of the
union by the multi-nationality. After a gain of the independence, there have been made the
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serious changes in ethno-structure of the country, but also today representatives of almost
100 ethnoses are living in Georgia. In the Soviet Union confessional structure of the popu-
lation was not taken into account. Re censure, It was considered as a
vestige of history and the official statistics about number of the believers did not exist. In
sional structure of the population was determined in 2002. According to
opulation are Christians, 9,9% — Moslems, 0,1% -Jewish,
he other confessions, and to none of them — 0,6%. It is
ationalities living in Georgia, is mono-confessional.
h ethnoses there are followers of other, new or old

ligion was a subject of

Georgia the confes
the census 88,6 percents of all p
0.8% of the population admits t
necessary to note, that none of the n
Except of traditional religions, in eac

worldviews.
The majority of the Georgians are historically orthodox Christians; Georgians are

also Catholics, Moslems and representatives of the other religious groups. The traditional
religious belonging of the ethnic groups, living in Georgia is the following: Azerbaijanis —
Imamate Shia Moslems; Armenians — Gregorian Christians and Catholics; Jews — Jewish;

Curds — lezids; Kists — followers of the Sufi Islam; Abkhazians — Sunni Moslems and
orthodox Christians; Ossetian sians — orthodox Christians and

s — orthodox Christians; Rus:

followers of the Russian spiritual Christianity (Dukhobors, Molokans) and Starovers etc.
Despite of small number of the followers of so-called non-conventional religious
groups, proceeding from character of act

ivity, methods, abilities and scales, their influence
on a religious situation and, accordingly,
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conventional religious groups, ther difficult, because
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hen they could be classi

1d be chosen the substantial party of the

fied as follows: L. Christian (or applying

for a Christianity) groups: 1. Georgian groups: a) groups separated from Patriarchate (Mka-
lavishvili group, Ivanov group, divided monks), b) new created Georgian groups (“Mdzle-
veli?, “Prometes Tsetskhli”). 2. Foreign groups (New Apostle church, Witnesses of Jeho-
Baptists, Army of rescue, Boston gro-

vah, Charismats, Seventh day Adventists, Evangelist-
(ISCON, Rajneesh group); 111 Islamic groups (Vahhabits,

up, Munists); 11 Eastern groups

Baha’i); IV special groups (Scientology, Anthroposophy). lnfluence of these groups on a
general religious situation and on process of formation of marginal religious vectors, is
defended on specificity of representation and activity of each of these groups.
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L.Janiashvili
N. Jalabadze

ON THE PROBLEM OF INTEGRATION OF THE REPATRIATED
MESKHETIANS

Today the question of repatriation of the deported contingent from Samtskhe-
Javakheti in 1944 has become problematic in Georgia and accordingly, the ethnosocial stu=
dy of already repatriated Meskhetians got urgent. When becoming the member of the Euro=
pien Union, Georgia has assumed the responsibility of creating the appropriate legal basis
and return the deported meschetians by stages in Georgia. The article deals with every-day
life and cultural specificities of Meskhetians, relocated in Georgia (the villages-laneti, Sam-
tredia region and Nasakirali, Ozurgeti region) in the 1980’s. The difference between the re-
located and local population is observed nearly in each sphere of their every-day life and
culture (religion, language, wedding and mourning traditions, house interior, food, kinship
and family relations, type of settlement, agriculture, etc.,). Although, the repatriated popu-
lation managed to adapt easily to the existing ethno-ecologic environment which provides
their further successful integration into the Georgian society under the sound Government
policy.
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