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interested in traditional Georgian culture, but also for specialists
working generally in ethnology. culture anthropology.

Irakli, as a truly gifted, surprisingly erudite and deep researcher
used to consider his object of study in common system of culturology,
to represent it as a definite structure and to apportion its place for
every element of this structure, to offer Georgian peculiarities of
Georgian traditions in the context of universal culture.

The first monograph of Irakli deals with the Georgian national
ornament symbolic. He studied thoroughly Georgian national
ornament, mythos and religion cosmogonies conceptions, ideas

expressed in it. He considered the issues of genesis of Georgian

ornament, its historical development.

In a book of Irakli Surguladze
Georgia”, Tb., 2003, which was published after his death, covers his
ideas accumulated for years about problems and issues of spiritual
culture of Georgian people.

Namely this book offers the sphere of study of Irakli diversely.
It considers the problems of old Georgian religion, mythos and
generally the problems of religion mentality of Georgian people.

Every article given in the book is a scientific novelty, This
novelty is substantially proved both at the level of theory and the
material - by archaeological data and historical sources,
ethnologic, folk-lore material and folk vocabulary and not only by
special scientific literature but also by fiction.

We'll bring just one example: to substantiate one of his ideas,
Irakli, alongside with many other data considers narration of a
personage of a novel by David Kldiashvili, “Victim”, who had visited
the other world, and Irakli concludes: it is interesting and not
homogeneous, it unites organically conceptions inherent to various
historical epochs and mythos-religious worlds, after definite cultural-
historical processing is formulated into independent product of secrete
nature, Alongside with the study of this complex problem, Irakli had a
gift to grant serious culturologic significance to a very small, as if
trifle fact, detail, as a result of its thorough study. This was one of his

™
. 1 8

— “Mythos, Cult, Ritual in 7

iethods of research. An example of such research is reconstruction of
misvaloba” existing in Georgian tradition. As a result of elucidation
deep analysis of an idea given in one small rhyme of Vakhtang

Lotetishvili, which as Irakli himself states “was widely spread all
over the old world and was based on wider mythos-religion
conception about the other world and principles of relations with

",

- Likewise original and very interesting is his explanation of
- “earthed treasures™, on the base of an idea of provision of life in the
) otheu' world. Folk tradition of “tsinatsargzavniloba™ (preliminarily

sending) explained on the base of this very idea.
bl Irakli, being a splendid ethnologist, simultaneously was a very

- good historian. It was namely deep knowledge of history and
archaeology that enabled him to consider a phenomenon in dynamics,
~in the process of historic development and as a result of traditional life

of Georgians, material and spiritual culture to show explicitly that
traditions, rites, ethnographic reality are more conservative, more
stable and stay in community life in the form of a tradition longer,
while its mythological base undergoes changes together with the
changes of community beliefs.

Irakli’s method of working in the field was specific. He liked to
work in unofficial situation in the field and even at the table, he was
fond of talking directly with the respondent and he was interested not
only in the information connected with the research, which he used to
record immediately, but if he failed to record it, thanks to his
surprising memory he recorded in his notebook in the evening. He
asked people about their life and about their thinking, spiritual world
and often found many common with them. This is why, the former
respondent often used to become his spiritual friend.

Irakli had high sense of responsibility and his attitude to
reviewing was special. He used to understand deeply ideas of the
author and every word of the paper. Papers he used to review often
gave origin to his new ideas.
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expressed spiritual culture of Georgian people in it. Irakli coopera

not only with the compilers of Georgian Ency clopedia. He. jo -‘,j
with Tina Ochiauri, wrote the paper “Iberian-Caucasian Mythol

and published it in one of the best mythological encyclopedias.

Discussion about Itakli Surguladze’s works will lead us .'

since his creative activity is very diverse and deep. The goal

Irakli was to study ancient religion mentality of Georglans, _‘
religion traditions and moral norms, and to achieve it he used

talent and education. He managed to do much in this sphere. H

works are so many that many generations will follow his steps‘
complex labyrinths of ancient spiritual culture of Georgian peopl
But he couldn’t manage to do many things, couldn’t manage
restore old, whole system of spiritual culture of Georgia, but I

left to us a design, a project of research in this direction.
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Irakli was a real encyclopedia, with the best meaning off
word. His contribution to Georgian encyclopedia is great. He pe ws.-
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person find his or her place in the heaven. Normally, only seven toasts
are drunk, in the very quiet situation. Getting drunk was a very

shameful behavior in the past and today this tradition is maintained in
Saingilo.

The traditions mentioned above, have very strong roots in the

everyday life of Georgian people, living in the territories out of
national borders. Maintaining the traditions of their ancestors’ is the
main goal for them. In the very hard historical conditions Heretian

people did not only maintain the traditions, but gave them to the next
generations.
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Rozeta Gujejiani

GEORGIAN FOLK FESTIVALS AMONG THE ETHNIC
GEORGIANS IN ARTVIN REGION
(Republic of Turkey)
(Old New Year, Shuamtoba, Marioba)

Among the ethnic Georgians in the Republic of Turkey there
have been survived few transformed and fragmented parts of Georgian
folk festivals. The tradition of celebration of old New Year is not alive
nowadays, but it is still preserved in the memory of elder generation.
In the present the active festivals are “Marioba’ and “Shuamtoba”.

. The geographic area of their celebration is overlapping the
historical dwelling territory of ethnic Georgians in Artvini District
(Parkhlistskali gorge, Murguli gorge, Borchkha, Georgin settlements
on the both banks of the river Chorokhi: Akhaldaba, Adaguli, Ebrika,
Kartla, Tkhiladze, Omana, Orji) and the transformational processes
and syncretic character of the rituals are similar in all above
mentioned places.

The research is based on the historical sources and the data
collected during the ethnographic expeditions carried out in the
Republic of Turkey in 2006-2014 years.

The celebration of the Old New Year has been stopped
approximately 20-25 years ago. According the narratives the main
general Georgian feathures can be distinguished: the festival food.
praying (naturally with Moslem essence) ritual, existane of inner
“Mekvle”, blessing of economic buildings and yard, as well as of the
cattle; special choise of outter “Mekvle™ and his invitation in the early
plorning and preference of male “Mekvle”. The same rites are spread
in all ethnographic areas of Georgia. Another general Georgian
characteristic is that the festival was not only household one, but the
whole village community or even groups of villages were involved in.
The songs and dances were also practiced. In the historical Nigani
gorge was proved existence of: 1. Rich ethnomusicological culture; 2.
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Carnival elements; 3. Frgments of “Alilo” and chant “Guriela™; 4. The
motifes of erly Spring carnival festivals (local variations of
“Berikaoba”, theatrical performances with the masks). The New Year
rituals of the historical Tao-Klarjeti are very close to the local
traditions of the historical-ethnographic parts of Georgia, especially to
the Svanetian data.

“Shuamtoba” and “Marioba” are celebrated in all parts of
historical Tao-Klarjeti. Nowadays “Suamtoba™ is taking place in the
villages, which still are practicing the cattle breading. Unfortunately in
the majority of the villages the traditional forms of agriculture and the
cattle breading are not practiced any more, because of the inner
migrational processes. The festival is continiving from one to three
days. Together with the village “Shuamtobas” in Imerkhevi there is
celebrated the festival of “Satave” (called according the toponim of
the celebration place), which is organized by the local administration.
This annual festival nowadays is serving as a “Shuamtoba” of the
whole Imerkhevi.

In some communities the term “Marioba” has also been
survived. So is called the festivls in Bazgireti community, Ustamisi
community, as well as in Nigali: Baginistskli and Devskeli gorges.

The most largest celebration of ,Marioba“ takes place in
Bazgireti community. The local population tries to follow the tradition
as much authentically as it is possible. The carnival play .,Fadiko®,
with the elements of ,.Berobana® and sport play ,.Bila“ are also played.

Thus, the typical Georgin characteristics of the festivals is
obvious. The elements of the rituals and ethnomusicological folklore
are similar to those spread througout the all regions of Georgia. Tt
must also be taken into account that one part of the population
considers these festivals as a means of preservation and development
of ethnic identity.
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Ketevan Sikharulidze

REGARDING THE RITUALISTIC FUNCTION
OF THE COLCHIAN AXE

The article discusses the similarity of Colchian and Kobanian
axes, their ornaments and use in the ritual. The Colchian culture was
also characterized by a high level of metallurgy where a bronze
with its décor occupied a special place. An axe was an insignia of
power and association with deity in other old cultures as well. '

Beliefs on deities personifying the connection between the
heaven and the earth were formed in the Caucasian mythology as well.
Animals depicted on the Colchian axe probably personified
metamorphoses of deities. Tt is thought that an axe was used in rituals
dedicated to deities, in particular, when an adept began to serve them.

The rudiments of this old cult service are observed in the later
myth-ritualistic practice in the mountain region of the East Georgia, in
particular, in the priest blessing ritual. .
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Tea Kamushazde

A GIFT THEORY OF MARCEL MAUSS AND
GEORGIAN ETHNOGRAPHIC MATERIALS

This article is about Marcel Mauss essay “The Gift: Forms and
Functions of Exchange in Archaic Societies” published in 1925 that
still retains its topicality in academic circles. In the light of the Gift
Theory of Marcel Mauss we will discuss Georgian ethnographic
materials, and namely texts by a Georgian ethnographer Irakli
Surguladze.

Revealing the meaning of gift giving and associated behaviors
by Marcel Mauss, may be compared to introduction of stibconscious
into the science by Freud. He describes a phenomenon of gift as a
universal way of behavior for human society, discussing it from the
perspective of social intercommitments. Hence, he outlines
commitments as a key feature of giving, accepting and returning a gift
- thus ultimately providing communication. In his paper about a gift,
he opposed the forms of gift giving in the archaic society to the
contemporary reality with its dominating commodity exchange.
Stepwise meaning of Mauss’s text has not yet lost its relevance,
inciting its readers to new interpretations, and such is an attempt of
discussing the texts of a Georgian ethnographer Irakli Surguladze in
the light of the Gift theory. Although Trakli Surguladze does not quote
Mauss, the issues he considers in relation to the after-life echo the
perception of gift by Mauss, exposing the communicative nature of
gift giving in certain societies.
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Aegean. This took place through a variety of means, including trade,
diplomatic relations and military conflicts. The general international
climate of the time has been considered, therefore, a primary agent for
the artistic internationalism exhibited in the works of art. International
relations, long travels by sea and land, as well as letter mail were a
bases of spread of luxuries and works of art in Aegean and inner
regions of Middle East. Works of art of International Style have such

characteristics which are beyond the cultural and geopolitical
boundaries. South Caucasus is a part of the spread area of the
International style. Evidence of this are Mittanian cylinder seals,
faience and glass beads, scarabs and scaraboids and women figurines
and high reliefs of Levantines style which were excavated in South
Caucasus. .

We believe that woman with bird face from Meli-Ghele shrine

has an iconographical similarity with Mesopotamian and Levantine
goddess of fertility and is a local variation of Ishtar or Anat.
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Nino Chirgadze, Lela Nebieridze

TRADITIONS OF MAGIC-RELIGIOUS HEALING AND
THEIR MODIFICATIONAL FORMS
AMONG THE IDP-S

Interviews with displaced persons (Tskhinvali region,
Abkhazia) prove that even now, when they are away from their native
places of residence, in case of a number of diseases (“evil eye”,
frightened, contagious diseases: rubella, measles and others) they use
to address magic-religious methods of treatment. In case of “evil eye”
and “frightened”. treatment by casting a spell against the problem is
still functional and people practice definite old rules preserved in
collective memory during contagious-infection diseases.

The main cause conditioning vital force of folk medicine was its
efficiency. and it can be said not only of naturopathy but also of
magic-religion practice. Tendency to overcome old elements is
apparent and only the rites, which are efficient, are preserved.
Actuality of casting a spell against ill eye or when a person is
frightened is conditioned by positive psychotherapeutic effect of
casting a spell: old rites used in case of contagious diseases, with the
view of modern medicine are quite acceptable, since it serves
improvement of the health of a patient and they exert positive effect
on him.
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Manana Khidasheli
THE KING AND HIS DREAM IN OLD WORLD

Dream in old world carried the geat conceptual charge. Dream 3

was the major cultural universality, alternate mythogena of reality.

Dream was actively engaged in diverse specter of mythological

relations. It expressed opposition between “visible™ and “invisible™. It

was a proof for existence of sacral and profane worlds in parallel
spaces. Dream is one of the forms of archaic mentality, therefore myth

was sometimes considered as a dream of many persons.
The paper considers a dream of a king of the town Lagash of

Summers — Gudea. There are two dreams known which are connected
with Accamenedian Iran king Kyros, dreams of the first king of Kartli,

Parnavaz, those of Alexander of Macedonia, and the king of Hellenist
Egypt Ptolomaeus. -

In these dreams real and unreal stories are fused with each other
organically and create a picture depicting the epoch. Simultaneously,
these dreams were one of the forms of relations with sacral world,
which denoted somewhat of a reference to a forecasting message of a

deity.
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Ketevan Khutsishvili

TRANSFORMATION OF RELIGIOUS SPACE BY IDP-S
(KVEMO KARTLI)

The article is based on the ethnographic data collected among
the IDP-s from Tskhivali and Akhalgori regions, which are controlled
by the South Ossetian and Russian military troops. Afier the conflict
the- majority of the population, mainly ethnic Georgians left the
region. One part of them has been settled in the specially built refugee
camps and the other moved to their relatives in different parts of
_Georgia. The process of transformation of the cultural and even ethnic
identities is an ongoing process in all cultures and societies. The IDP-s
ha'd additional problems of adaptation to the new circumstances and
this not easy way sometimes, quite painful. Their identity forged by
the exact markers must follow the change of those markers. Some of
yvhich are losing their importance and some of them are gaining new
important meanings. Their understanding of “we group™ is facing the
other perceptions. According to the research data the markers of
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ethno-cultural identity of the displaced people are changing on
different levels. The most important markers seem to become the
geographical-territorial and religious identities. The various objective
and subjective factors are influencing this tendency. In the paper it is
discussed the reasons of the growing religiosity and the problems
regarding the fact, that IDP-s are not able to have a permanent
physical contact with their sacred places and cemeteries. The
religiosity of the IDP-s is increasing according to ritual, ideological, or
intellectual parameters. The majority of IDT-s is participating in
religious rituals (both official and folk). They are trying to express
their belief in everyday life — in praying, crossing or involvement in
the rituals. The IDP-s is creating new “sacred” places or rather
“corners” inside their houses or sometimes inside their villages. In
such way they are satisfying in some ways their religious needs.

Even that nowadays it is actual the task of deteritorialization of
culture and identity, though some scholars (Gupta and Ferguson) are
stressing the importance of correlation of imagined society to the
imagined places. It seems that these kinds of connections are
constructed for re-construction of the inner connections of the group.
The IDP-s from in one hand are trying to preserve the connections to
their home places, on the other hand are creating them in new places,
imagined and real as well. It is evident that the processes regarding
religiosity going on among the IDp-s are same as among the whole
population of Georgia. And the reasons of identity transformation at
the same time are the general processes as well as the specific
contextual situations of stressed and painful adaptation process.
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