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OSSETIANS OF KAZBEGI REGION IN THE CONTEXT OF
GEORGIAN-OSSETIAN RELATIONS

SUMMARY

The book is written within the framework of the project:”Perspectives
of Georgian-Ossetian relations in Kazbegi region” financed by the Rus-
taveli National Science Foundation. The urgent need of scientific study
of Georgian-Ossetian relations in Kazbegi region was conditioned by re-
cent events developed in our country, when after occupation of Tskhin-
vali and Akhalgori regions by Russia in 2008, Kazbegi region appeared
in the sphere of keen interest of the Russian/Ossetian politicians, who
declared a claim on the territories of Ossetian settlements located there.
The campaign for accetion of Kazbegi region to North Ossetia started in
the Repunlic of North Ossetia-Alania (Areshidze 2009).

The book deals with the present day situation of the region. It analysis
the role of traditional life and culture, social systems, political and eco-
nomic institutions in establishment of Georgian-Ossetian relations; it de-
termines the perspectives of these relations and the related anticipated
threats.

The target area is bounded to the south-east by Dusheti municipality,
to the south by Akhalgory and to the west by Java regions - the de facto
South Ossetian territory, and to the north by the Republic of North Os-
setia-Alania, the subject of the Russian Federation. Some decades ago
there still were compact Ossetian settlements in Kobi and Truso gorge
of Kazbegi municipality. This geographical area was once inhabited by
Kartvelian tribes Dvals and was under the Georgian kingdom. Dvals, un-
der the pressure of Ossetian tribes from the North escaped to the south
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and Ossetians gradually occupied their territories; Ossetians assimilated
Dvals and settled in the historical territory of Georgia. Georgian scien-
tists, ascribe the appearance of Ossetian settlements in Truso Gorge to
the 17* -18' centuries. The majority of Municipality’s population for to-
day is Georgians (mainly Mokheves).

Georgian-Ossetian relations have centuries old tradition in Kazbegi re-
gion. Although, the Ossetian settlements there were mono-ethnic and
compact, the social and economic relations of the Soviet period between
Georgians and Ossetians linked them very tightly. They were not only
used to cooperate and had very close friendly relations, but got married,
had baptismal bonds which passed over generations. Such relations con-
tinued to maintain even after Ossetians immigrated to North Ossetia.

Migration of Ossetian population from Kazbegi region to north started
from the 1970s; profitable living conditions of North Ossetia attracted
not only Ossetians but the Georgian population too. It was easier to get
work, trade, receive education etc. there. Thus, the purpose of people’s
migration was to arrange a better life. Their migration initially had a
seasonal character. In winter they stayed in North Ossetia and spent
summer in Kazbegi region. Georgians also migrated to North Ossetia for
living. The majority of Georgians and Ossetians of Kazbegi region pos-
sessed houses in North Ossetia (mainly in Ordzhonikidze, present day
Vladikavkaz) as they had to live and work on both sides of the border.
Georgians of Kazbegi region received education at schools and higher
institutions in Vladikavkaz and part of them even worked there. Op-
portunity to freely pass the borders in Soviet period created particu-
larly favorable conditions for the intensive social-economic and cultural
communication between Georgians and Ossetians. Existence of ethni-
cally mixed families promoted integration of these ethnic groups and
correspondingly engendered mutual respect and love. The fact, that
almost every Georgian family had Ossetian son-in-laws or daughter-
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in-laws and vice versa, promoted positive intercultural communication
and inter-ethnic attitudes. generally, in case of mixed marriages when
diffusion of cultural elements is unavoidable, both sides get to know
better each others traditions, values, behavioral norms and learn each
others languages. This happens with their children, too, who as a rule
are bilinguals and are both culture carriers. The kinship context sets up
relationship between the relatives of a couple; they meet each other
at a family gatherings (wedding, baptism, religious holidays, birthday,
funeral, commemorations, etc.), where the reprsentatives of different
ethnic groups interact already as kinsmen. This is a direct way to ethnic
tolerance.(Jalabadze 2016)

By the early 1990s, after the break down of the Soviet Union, Ossetians’
migration to north acquired intensive character, which was accelerated
by the Georgian-Ossetian conflict (1991-1992); it’s worth mentioning,
that Ossetians’ migration from Kazbegi region was not ethnically moti-
vated.

Georgian and North Ossetian population were interdependent. They
were tied tightly, not only due to the territorial factor but by social-cul-
tural affinity as well. North Ossetia was supplied from Georgia with ag-
ricultural products (cattle breeding, green house), and multiple goods
were imported from there. Besides economic interests in North Ossetia,
the interest of Georgians was also caused by medical problems.

Respondents from Khazbegi region claim that ‘Georgians of Kazbegi
went shopping to Orjonikidze. The distance from Kazbegi to Orjonikidze
was short, much closer than to Tbilisi, it was 40 minutes drive. Russian
goods were cheaper and even better.Georgians went there to buy some
products in the morning and returned back by the evening. Besides, in
winter the pass was closed and the only possibility to contact with the
civilized world was Orjonikidze. Because of the absence of a modern hos-
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pital in the region, those who fell ill or were in need of surgery were tak-
en to North Ossetia, *” (Author’s field material, Kazbegi 2017)

For the recent period, in the reality of Georgia it became evident that
Russia counts upon the Ossetian factor for its political interests. In the
context of the Georgian-Ossetian conflict hybrid war is associated with
Russia, which it applies for achieving its private political interests in
Georgia. Kazbegi region became a new target for Russia after annexation
of the part of the Georgian territory bounding North Ossetia, and on this
occasion manipulates with Ossetian population and their territories. The
guestions arise: what place do the Georgian-Ossetian relations occupy
today in the Russian theory of Hybrid war and how does it use as one of
its targets in Kazbegi region. Russia, among the main levers of pressure
in hybrid war manages to apply much more effectively informational war
and propaganda.

Since the war of 2008, the question of territories of Truso gorge, Kobi
and Khevi-Kazbegi, deliberated as the primary Ossetian property, is be-
ing the current topic of Ossetian/Russian media and social media pro-
paganda. The issue of returning these territories to Ossetia has been
greatly activated. Activation of this topic is directly linked to the activi-
ties of several anti-Georgian social organizations, namely "Dariali”, "For
united Ossetia” and “Kazbegi” established in Vladikavkaz; their program
envisages returning back of "Central Ossetia” i.e. Kazbegi region. It is
obvious that propagandist activities of such organizations are based on
falsified history, anti-Georgian rhetoric and desire to demarcate new
borders.

The Ossetian /Russian media on the basis of falsified history and apocry-
phal facts launch territorial claims to the Georgian party and thus paves
the way for future plans of Russia. The representatives of Georgian me-
dia less commonly bring historically proved counterarguments; they usu-
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ally give the statements of facts. Information announced in the Georgian
language by the Georgian media is not accessible for Russian-speaking
audience. Itis seldom translated into Russian and English and even scien-
tific articles are not duly translated into the Russian language. Discussion
of problems by Georgian side proceeds mainly in the Georgian language
while Ossetian side basically spreads information in Russian. Therefore
they possess much wider Russian-speaking audience and have perspec-
tives to be the winners in the informational war.

The situation complicated since 2006 when Russia imposed food em-
bargo on Georgia and closed the only legal border check-point Larsi be-
tween Georgia and Russia. This situation considerably changed the tra-
ditional form of Georgian-North Ossetian communication. Above all, it
kept relatives on both sides of the border apart. According to the Kazbegi
residents ‘the loss of the Russian market caused the loss of the main
source of income for the Georgian farmer who previously traveled to
Russia without a visa, brought his own harvest for realization and his
family with the earned money in winter”.

The Georgian population of Kazbegi has a problem of crossing the Geor-
gian-Russian border.Today the rules of entry into the States are different
for Georgians and Ossetians; Ossetians (and generally the citizens of Rus-
sia) have the right of free movement across the border, while Georgians
cannot go to Ossetia without a visa. For the population of Kazbegi re-
gion due to territorial proximity Vladikavkaz traditionally remains a quick
way to receive rapid medical care, develop favorable trade relations and
easily get a job. Kazbegi population is discouraged by today’s situation:”
While the Russian border is closed for us, Ossetians of Russia come and
make money here. They carry people on their cars, take the goods and
lots of other things from Kazbegi and sell there! People from Khevi want
to go freely to North Ossetia, as it was before” .
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Acquisition of double citizenship to Kazbegi population was introduced
in times of Saakashvili’s presidency. The citizenship of Georgia was ad-
mitted to Kazbegians living in Ordzhonikidze, to allow them freely cross
the border and return to their homeland. Besides passing the boarder,
the dual citizenship has one more advantage for them, which is stated in
getting the Russian pension. For the sake of the Russian pension, Geor-
gian citizens having retirement age move to Vladikavkaz and register on
the place of stay. Russia, having its own far-going plans, allows easily
such individuals to get passports there. In such case, these people re-
ceive pensions in Russia and illegally in Georgia too. It’s helpful for Rus-
sia to have its citizens as trusted supporters on the territory which is in
the focus of its political interests; in this way, it manipulates with people
and the situation created in the region as well. It is a kind of annxation
and one of the constituent tactics of the Russian Hybrid war.

Concerning the issue of double citizenship, alarming information was
published in one of the Georgian newspapers recently, that the Russian
State Duma was preparing a shameless bill on the mass distribution of
Russian passports to the citizens of the former Soviet republics, who
more or less know the Russian language. They even do not hide in Russia
that it will be a kind of annexation, and this method has already been
proved in Abkhazia and South Ossetia.

For achieving its geo-strategic goals Russia engages provocateurs main-
ly of Ossetian ethnisc origin. Their main activities imply inspiration of
confrontation between Georgian and Ossetian population. Lately, the
official Moscow have given advantage more actively to economic levers
for achieving its strategic objectives in the hybrid war. In relation to pop-
ulation of Kazbegi, primarily it is manifested in limiting the free commu-
nication to the north and correspondingly restricting trading activities
for them, which was the main business of Ossetians and Georgians, liv-
ing in both sides of the border line. Under the limited conditions, Geor-
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gians manage however to enter into Vladikavkaz and purchase goods
and products for provision of markets in Kazbegi region. 100 kg of goods
are not the subject to formal customs clearance; Mokheves even cross
the border 2 or 3 times a day and supply their shops in Kazbegi district

Georgian-Ossetian relations in Kazbegi region has become the target of
the Russian hybrid war since the war of 2008. For annexing of the Geor-
gian lands Russia applies all the possible methods: the informational war
which is oriented on: deliberately fabricated stories; disfiguring the his-
tory and real facts; provocations, passportization, economic levers etc.

In 2016- 2020, tourism occupies particular place in the strategy of devel-
opment of Kazbegi Municipality. In 2017, the branding strategy of Kazbe-
gi municipality has been elaborated. The list of local services, products
and sightseeing was composed, in order to accomplish commercializa-
tion and unification of concrete trends, by maintaining their authenticity,
under the same brand. The whole specifics of the region with the cultur-
al element, associated with Ossetian ethnos living here, and Ossetian
spaces are the parts of the mentioned strategy, for example: Cheese of
Truso, several unique less developed routs of Truso gorge, villages, ru-
ined dwellings, Kobi mountain-skiing touristic town. It is planned to con-
struct in Kobi the infrastructure of 7km long ropeway connecting Kobi
with Gudauri, which will create the united Kazbegi-Kobi-Gudauri skiing
space.

In general, the question of land registration remains to be a problem in
Kazbegi, like in whole Georgia. It is connected not only with Ossetian set-
tlements; the similar situations are in the Georgian villages, too. But in
the politically tense present day situation, when the Ossetians/Russians
have the interest in appropriation of Kazbegi region, the land problem
in Kobi and Truso may evoke significant problems in Future. The strate-
gy of development of touristic infrastructure in the region and branding
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strategy of Kazbegi can evoke definite problems under the conditions of
hybrid war, when Ossetians/Russians claim for the territories where Os-
setians used to live in Kazbegi region. These problems are directly linked
with the question of land ownership in Ossetian settlements of th. region
under study.

Some Russian experts believe that the Georgian-South Ossetian conflicts
of the early 1990s and the 2008 August War could have strongly prevent-
ed neighbors from having friendly and business contacts. But still it is
not quite so. North Ossetia continues to be linked with the neighboring
country actively developing tourism, trade and uninterrupted family ties.
Georgia dominates in the list of the countries with which North Ossetia
conducts foreign trade. Today North Ossetians (included those South Os-
setians who migrated there after the first conflict) are involved in trade
with or through Georgia. It is easier for them to go to their native places
where they still retain both relationship and friendly ties. These contacts
in many ways help to lead a joint business. According to the view of the
director of a Vladikavkaz Touristic firm, “a lot of our local people buy real
estate in Georgia, in the resort area. This speaks of a recovering relation-
ship .

North Ossetians and Georgians have still maintained positive relations
asin old times. Though Russia deliberately tries to create environment to
hot up hostility between Georgians and Ossetians, ethnic heterostereo-
types are mostly positive and there is a positive social attitude between
them. Thus, the conflict on ethnic bias in the region due to the deficien-
cy of ethno-psychological basis could not be triggered. Presumably the
clearly the political scenario of Russia, could be achieved only through
Russia’s military forces.
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